Notes on Moncton Area Christmas Bird Counts

The Moncton area has held Christmas Bird Counts continuously since 1956. As the table below
indicates, in four of the early years — 1957, 1958, 1959 and 1960 — CBCs with “Moncton-
sounding” names were reported in more than one publication and/or the Audubon database. It
was not known whether there were years with two separate counts or whether the count
results were simply published in more than one journal.

In 2025 while converting New Brunswick’s CBC data into a searchable database, it became
relevant to try and determine whether any of these count reports were duplicated and how to
incorporate them into the database.

Using all the available reports and data, things get a little clearer. They also get a little muddier.
But reasonable conclusions can, | think, be made and | have made some recommendations.

1. The Data

Examined were:
e Published reports in Canadian Field Naturalist (1956-1957), Nature News (1957-1960),
and Audubon Field Notes (1958-1959)
e Audubon database (1958-1961)
e David Christie’s Excel spreadsheets, likely developed in the 1990s and covering every
CBC area in the province up to 2000. David has two spreadsheets for the Moncton area:
o Moncton-Shediac for 1958 to 1960
o Moncton for 1961 to 2000.

Published Moncton Area CBC Data, 1956 to present

Year Count Name Publication
1956 Riverview Heights CFN
1957 Riverview Heights CFN
1957 Moncton-Riverview-Berrys Mills NN
1958 Moncton NN
1958 Moncton-Shediac AFN
1958 Moncton AUD
1959 Moncton-Shediac NN
1959 Moncton-Shediac AFN
1959 Moncton AUD
1960 Moncton-Shediac NN
1960 Moncton AUD
1961 to today Moncton NN then NBNAT
1961 to today Moncton AUD
(various years)

AFN — Audubon Field Notes
AUD - international database operated by Birds Canada and Audubon
CFN — Canadian Field Naturalists



NN — Nature News
NBNAT — NB Naturalist

2.  Analysis by Year
Looking at each year’s data:

1956

There was one report for 1956 so there is little else to say except that it was, along with
Fredericton, one of two counts that year, the first year of New Brunswick’s modern-era of
Christmas Bird Counts. The count was called Riverview Heights and was probably compiled by
Roger MacGregor, one of three participants.

Recommend including the results of this count in the database under Riverview Heights (and
considering it to be the first Moncton-area CBC).

1957

There seem to have been two distinct counts in the Moncton area in 1957. One, reported in
Canadian Field Naturalists, was done on December 29, reported by Roger MacGregor and was
called “Riverview Heights, NB”. The other, reported in Nature News, took place over three days
in late December and early January. It was compiled by Fred Bone and was called “Moncton-
Riverview-Berrys Mills“. The species and number of individuals on each count vary considerably.
Berrys Mills is just west of the edge of the current Moncton count circle.

Recommend that both counts be included in the database under Riverview Heights and
Moncton-Riverview-Berrys Mills.

1958

The two 1958 counts, reported in two different publications (“Moncton” in Nature News and
“Moncton-Shediac” in Audubon Field Notes) show a number of differences, including count
name, but have too many similarities to not be considered as representing the same count.

e Date, weather conditions, and numbers for most species are identical in both reports.

e The number of individuals for three species differ by one and Nature News includes
“Street pigeons”.

e Nature News lists Richard Whitman as the compiler with Roger MacGregor, Fred Bone
and others as participants; Audubon Field Notes mentions Fred Bone as the contributor
and states there was only one count participant.

e Audubon database matches the Audubon Field Notes report — which is not surprising
given that the database was developed circa 2000 from Audubon publications — Bird
Lore Bird, Audubon Field Notes, Audubon Magazine and American/North American
Birds.

e David Christie’s Moncton-Shediac spreadsheet data matches the Nature News report -
also not surprising as David was an editor with Nature News and its successor NB
Naturalist.

The Shediac area would not fit within the current Moncton CBC circle, but the 1958 count circle
was centred on Lakeville, extending from Pointe-du-Chéne in the east to Riverview Heights in



the west. Shediac has been surveyed as a separate and non-overlapping count circle since 1989
and in 1968.

Recommend using the published report in Nature News (and the David Christie spreadsheet
data) as the only CBC for Moncton area and under the name Moncton-Shediac.

1959

Fred Bone was the compiler/contributor of the Moncton-Shediac report according to the
reports in both Audubon Field Notes and Nature News. Other than Rock Pigeons, not being
included in the Audubon Field Notes report and the number of miles on foot being higher in the
Nature News report, the two reports are identical.

The Audubon database matches the Audubon Field Notes report and David Christie’s
spreadsheet data matches the Nature News report.

Recommend using the Nature News report under the Moncton-Shediac name as being more
complete, although precise location of count circle centre and description of area and terrain, as
described in Audubon Field Notes, is helpful.

1960
There is a published report in Nature News for Moncton-Shediac and a Moncton count on the
Audubon database for 1960.

David Christie’s spreadsheet, although it clearly follows the Nature News report, has
“modifications”. The number of individuals for six species are increased by, usually one or a few,
but by 150 in the case of European Starlings. Count Week (CW) species are also mostly listed as
numbers (1-3) rather than “CW”. Where did David get these additional figures when he was
preparing his spreadsheet some 30 years after the published report?

What is more puzzling is that, for 1960, there was no Audubon publication that published a
Moncton area count and from which the Audubon database for those years has usually been
sourced. The 1960 Audubon data matches David Christie‘s spreadsheet though. David’s
spreadsheet and the Audubon data are not materially different to the Nature News report, but
it implies that David and Audubon were in contact.

With the Audubon database apparently developed in the late 1990s at around the same time
as David prepared spreadsheets for every count area in New Brunswick, | wonder if there was
a plan to import all of the New Brunswick data to the Audubon database — at least 75% of
which had never been reported to an Audubon publication and would therefore not be
automatically included in the database. In working now to get all of New Brunswick’s
historical CBC data into a database, | wish it had been!

Recommend using the Audubon database or the David Christie spreadsheet figures for 1960,
under the name Moncton-Shediac.



1961 to present

From 1961 to today, there has been a single Moncton CBC. Results have been published
annually by Nature News and then by its successor publication, NB Naturalist. In certain years —
and every year since 2002, results have also been posted to the Audubon database.

Recommend using results as published.

3. Conclusions
The Moncton area Christmas Bird Counts from the late 1950s and early 1960s should be
allocated to the database of New Brunswick’s Christmas Bird Counts as follows:
e Under the “Riverview Heights” name
o 1956 as per Canadian Field Naturalists report
o 1957 as per Canadian Field Naturalists report
e Under the “Moncton-Riverview-Berrys Mills” name
o 1957 as per Nature News report
e Under the Moncton-Shediac” name
o 1958 as per Nature News report (for “Moncton”)
o 1959 as per Nature News report
o 1960 as per David Christie spreadsheet or Audubon database
e Under the “Moncton” name
o 1961 to today as per Nature News and NB Naturalist reports

Allocation of Moncton Area CBC Data to Provincial CBC Database, 1956 to present

Year Count Name Publication For Database

1956 Riverview Heights CFN Riverview Heights

1957 Riverview Heights CFN Riverview Heights

1957 Moncton- NN Moncton-Riverview-Berrys

Riverview-Berrys Mills
Mills

1958 Moncton NN Moncton-Shediac

1958 Moncton-Shediac AFN N/A

1958 Moncton AUD N/A

1959 Moncton-Shediac NN Moncton-Shediac

1959 Moncton-Shediac AFN N/A

1959 Moncton AUD N/A

1960 Moncton-Shediac NN N/A

1960 Moncton AUD Moncton-Shediac
1961 to today Moncton NN then NBNAT Moncton
1961 to today Moncton AUD Moncton
(various years)

Prepared by Donald MacPhail
November 2025
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Riverview Heights, N.B. (Base point River-
view Heights, Pine Glen Road, i mile on
Highway 14. Bulmer's Pond, and Interpro-
vincial Home for Girls). — Deec. 31, 1956;
windy; temp. -10° to 0°; streams and ponds
frozen, Petitcodiac River choked with ice. 2
nhservers in 1 party. Total party hours, 2 (on
foot b

Ducks (sp.). 4. Great Black-backed Gull, 2;
Herring Gull, 20; Am. Crow, 32; Common
Starling, 43; English Sparrow, 69. Total, 6
species; 170 individuals.

—Roger H. MacGregor, H. MacGregor, Brian
Ellis.
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Riverview Heights, N.B. (Streets and roads in Riverview. Woods surrounding River-
view. 1 mile west on Highway 29 to bridge crossing Petitcodiac River. 5 miles east on
Highway 29 and 3 miles south on Turtle Creek Road on which periodical checks of the
surruundmg woods were made) .—Dec. 29, 1957; 11.15 a.m. to 2.45 p.m.; temp. 38° to 28°; wind
SE, 8 m.p.h.; mild, ground muddy, a few patche% of light snow, overcast. 4 observers in
1 party. Total party hours, 7 hr. 45 min. (45 minutes on foot, 7 hr. by car); rotal party
miles, 9 (1 on foort, 8 by car). .

Black Duck, 119; Ruffed Grouse, 1; ; Ring-necked Pheasant, 2; Great Black-backed
Gull, 61; Herrmg Gull, 285, l)own\' Woodpecker, 1 ray Jay, 4; Blue Jay, 8;
Common Crow, 2 and 3; Mockmgbxrd 1; Starling, 35 and 30; House Sparrow, 5 and
35; Common Grackle, 1; Pine (xrosbeal\ 1; Common Redpoll, 12; Tree Sparrow, 2;

Chlp ping Sparrow, 1. Total, 17 species; 604 individuals.
Roger MacGregor (compiler), Harry MacGregor, Mrs. Harry MacGregor, Scott MacGregor.
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6. Moncton-Shediac, N. B. (all points within a
15-mitle diameter crcle, center Lakeville; Moncton
golf course to Shediac, including Swifts Packing Plant
on Petitcodiac River—open all year, tidal bore twice
daily; mixed second-growth woodland, mostly conifer
509, Tamarack and Black Spruce bog 15%. farmland
15C6, fresh-water rivers and lakes 1097, marshland
5C. aty and villages 59 ).—Dec. 27; 8 am. to 5 p.m.
Clear; temp. 5° to_25°; wind W, 15 m.p.h.; 15-in.
snow on ground, On¢ observer. Total hours, 9 (5 on
foot, 4 by car): total miles, 88 (11 on foot, 77 by
car). ®» Great Black-backed Gull, 38: Herring Gull,
410; Ring-billed GuH. Downy Woodpecker, 1:
Blue Jay, @3:; Common Raven, 176; Black-capped
Chiﬂk;ldtt Boreal Chickadee, 2; Starling, 162;
House Sparrow, 216; Evening Grosbeak, 4; Common
Rr:dde@: Slate-colored Junco, 11. Total, 13 spe-
cies; about” 1059 individuals. (Seen in area count
period, but not on count day: GTER“UIE@ Ring-
@kgﬁ__ Pheasant, / /Brown-heac EWJ(;(‘3‘&’})£F(}\§)WFFE\3

: Bone.
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6. Moncton-Shediac, N. B. (all points within a
15-mile diameter circle, center Lakeville; Moncton
golf course to Shediac Bay, including Swifts Packing
Plant on Petitcodiac River—open all year, tidal bore
twice daily; mixed second-growth woodland, mostly
conifer 509, Tamarack and Black Spruce bog 15%,
farmland 15%%. fresh-water rivers and lakes 109,
marshland 4¢5, salt water 195, city and villages 59%).

-Jan. 1; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Clear; temp. 10° to_20°:
wind N, 3 m.p.h.; 12-in. snow on ground. d ob-
server. Total hours, 9 (3 on foot, 6 by car); total
sz::s, 92 (7 on foot, 85 by car). ® Black Duck, 98;
Common Goldeneye, 37; Common Merganser, 1;
Great Black-backed Gull, 375; Herring Gull, 790;
Gray Jay, 3: Blue Jay. 9. Common Raven, 128;
Common Crow, 87; Black-capped Chickadee, 11;
Boreal Chickadee, 2; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Brown
Creeper, 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1; Starling, 3
House 5[33!'!‘@“’, 396; Brown-headed Cowbird, 2 Eve-
ning Grosbeak, 57; Common Redpoll, 32; White-
winged Crossbill, 4; %latefﬂlmed Junco, 5; Song

Sparrow, _1; Sncm Bunting, 127, Totdl@\%\ Spfciifs;
about 2542-individuals. (Seen in arca count period,

but noton count day: Canada Goose, Hairy |
pecker, Downy \Vtmd secker.)—Fred Bone, — P
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