1908 Christmas Bird Count
Grand Manan

Attached are the details on what is probably New Brunswick’s second-ever Christmas Bird
Count; one that, after several years of trying to get all of New Brunswick’s CBC's online, | was
not aware of until recently.

The page following this one indicates that David Christie was aware of it though. | found this
page in a box of CBC stuff that was sent to me by Chris Majka on its way to the New Brunswick
Museum. | puzzled over the page, written on a 1968-69 CBC field report form until | suddenly
realized that maybe the “1908“ in the date area, when coupled with the reference to The
Journal of the Maine Ornithological Society written at the top, just might be a clue.

Sure enough, the journal does publish the count results and, while not compliant with today’s
CBC protocols, it was entirely consistent with other count area reports in the same journal. In
fact, going out and reporting on the birds seen every day during the Dec 20-31 period was
probably a good way of getting a real assessment of what birds are in the area given that count
participants at that time were few and far between, and they probably had limited means for
getting around their count areas. (The Model T Ford started production in 1908.)

The next three pages are an attempt to put the 1908 data into a format that is recognizable
today and is based both on David Christie’s page where he did the same thing and on the
published report.

The actual published report follows.
Alan Moses, known as the Bird Man of Grand Manan, was a third-generation naturalist and

taxidermist who was instrumental in the acquisition of Kent Island as a bird sanctuary. He also
participated on a couple of year-long natural history expeditions to Africa and other places.

D. MacPhail
February 2023
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D» A CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - NEW BRUNSKICK /112~ 15
December 20, 1968 through January 1, 1969

//

Area (Within 15 mi. diameter circle)

i Date: (702  start Return Weather Temp,

; e —— e ——
Winds mphs Ground 5 Observers in partiess at feeders.
Total party hours, 3 on foot; __ by car. Total party miles 3 on foot,

by car. No. Species s No. Birds s Compiler: /. (>{aw\ L /j e
_Conmon Loon Ring=billed Gull Cedar Waxwi_ng
—Red-throated Loon . s __Black-headed Gull __Northern Shrikes |

Z._Red=necked Grebe Gt Black -legged Vlttlwakéééh __Starling
__Horned Grebe /5% _Razor-bill »&1s = " Myrtle Warbler
__Great Cormorant _J:ommon Murre 631 ~House Sparrows §
__Great Blue Heron Thick=billed Murres 2 = ™ Eastern IMeadowlark
—Canada Goose s Dovekie pé.2ce, __Redwinged Blackbird
_Brant l __Black Guillemot #; s~ ~_Baltimore Oriole
Mallard —_Rock Dove __Rusty Blackbird
~Black Duck 2. __Hourning Dove __Common Grackle
—Greater Scaup ' __Great Horned Owl ___Brown-headed Cowbird
—Lesser Scaup : __Snowy Owl Dickecissel
—Common Goldeneye . __Hawk-0wl ~_Evening Grosbeak
__Barrow's Goldeneye __Barred Owl __Purple Finch
_Buffloheac __Long=-eared Owl _Plne Grosbeak
—~ Oldsquaw n7__ __Short-eared Owl /.2 Common Redpolls” /"*‘“L/m L
_Harlequln DUCL S Saw-whet Owl plne Siskin ﬁ,,:::"’
_Common Eider _Belted Kingfisher __Ahmerican Goldfinch :
_King Eider __Pileated Woodpecker __Red Crossbill
__#hite-winged Scoter ¥ __Hairy ”oodpeckerm{ ﬁémwhlte-w1nged Crossbill-7 I3
-_Surf Scoter ¢ _Downy ¥oodpecker __Rufous-sided Towhee
__Common Scoter __Blk-backed 3-toed Wdpkr. Savannah Sparrow
__Hooded Herganser —Northern 3-toed Wdpkr. 4 Slate-coloured Jungo s Cobr 3=
—Common Merganser __Horned Lark # _Tree Sparrows-3 s~
__Red-breasted terganser s, __Gray Jay _“;”h1te-throated Sparrow
__Goshawk __Blue Jay __Fox Sparrows 1/
__Sharp=-shinned Hawks | __Common Ravens Z- __Swamp Sparrow
Red-tailed Hawk __Common Crow < Z: __Song Sparrows |
_nhough -legged Hawk (__Black=-capped Chlckadeeq'W‘\ __Lapland Longspur
" Bald Eaglee [ __Boreal Chickadees | A __Snow Buntinge |
mpigeon Hawk __White-breasted Nuthatch
__Sparrow Hawk __Red-breasted Nuthatch | Species Not Listed
.—spruce Grouse =—Brown Creeoer X [ oo o' 'bAo “fo’s o o $ :,o\'éla :;o‘l ee o/o
Ruffed Grouse _Winter Wren .nﬁ;s‘, ke e
mnhing necked Pheasant ___Hockingbird Al e e
—Gray Partridge Brown Thrasher sss0cesesninase s ivins th
—Purple Sandpiper 4. Robin - Seen in area in count period
—Glaucous Gull /__Hermit Thrush but not on count day.
Iceland Gull tons 3__Golden=crowned Kinglet - =% SRR e
__Great Black-backed Gull> _ Ruby-crowned Kinglet Fopai et e SigRago s
__Herring Gull"»( S {_Bohemian Waxwings / :””':"”0’0
i
List all members of party R
on reverse side N, =




New Brunswick Christmas Bird Count Data Sheet
Compiler Summary Report

J

| 8

/5
CountName: /. 170

Compiler Name: .

< Reportdate (d/m/y): [ ~5 7.2

4 letter Audubon Count Code (if known) A

!%%/7) Sentto Audubon: Yes [ | No [

(For species not reported on Count Day, use ‘CP’ for Count Period and ‘CW' for Count Week in the number column.)

Countdate (d/m/y): |\y, 2o it~ | I

Brant : Lesser Black-backed Gull Hermit Thrush ]
Canada Goose Glaucous Gull American Robin )
Gadwall Great Black-backed Gull /@5 | Northern Mockingbird

American Wigeon Red-throated Loon European Starling

Mallard Common Loon Cedar Waxwing

American Black Duck 2 Northern Gannet Bohemian Waxwing {
Northern Pintail Double-crested Cormorant House Sparrow <
Green-winged Teal Great Cormorant Evening Grosbeak

Ring-necked Duck Turkey Vulture Pine Grosbeak

Greater Scaup Northern Harrier House Finch

Lesser Scaup Sharp-shinned Hawk 7 Purple Finch

Common Eider Cooper’s Hawk ) Common Redpoll PLEN T/
Harlequin Duck Northern Goshawk Red Crossbill

Surf Scoter } Bald Eagle { White-winged Crossbill 149
White-winged Scoter &f Red-tailed Hawk Pine Siskin

Black Scoter _ . Rough-legged Hawk American Goldfinch

Long-tailed Duck (/42 7 | | ma#J| Great Horned Owl Snow Bunting j
Bufflehead Snowy Owl Fox Sparrow !
Common Goldeneye 2 Barred Owl American Tree Sparrow 5
Barrow’s Goldeneye Belted Kingfisher Dark-eyed Junco

Hooded Merganser Red-bellied Woodpecker White-throated Sparrow
Common Merganser Downy Woodpecker Song Sparrow

Red-breasted Merganser £7 | Hairy Woodpecker | Common Grackle

Ring-necked Pheasant Northern Flicker Northern Cardinal

Ruffed Grouse Pileated Woodpecker Species not on this list
Spruce Grouse Merlin

Wild Turkey Peregrine Falcon Ky E N
Horned Grebe Northern Shrike ¥ 3 }
Red-necked Grebe . | Canada Jay & ; T,
Rock Pigeon Blue Jay

Mourning Dove American Crow p4

Purple Sandpiper 4O | Common Raven Vi

Thick-billed Murre Y Horned Lark L

Razorbill [ 2000 | = 0 | Black-capped Chickadee nawvy

Black Guillemot ;i /| Boreal Chickadee :

Black-legged Kittiwake 1y jv /" © L[ Red-breasted Nuthatch

Bonaparte’s Gull ; White-breasted Nuthatch

Ring-billed Gull Brown Creeper

Herring Gull /7, /{220 Golden-crowned Kinglet

Iceland Gull Ruby-crowned Kinglet

'
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Count Name: ’\ { & ! iNeng Count date:
Compiler Name: Al arn L Wlnss « Report date: T
Count Data Summary
Count Day Totals:

Effort Data:

No. of species

No. of individuals _52 /32 [/ 2
No. of species on other days: Count Week (CW) Count Period (CP) _/ ’

-

Precipitation in morning

Precipitation in afternoon

None D
None [:]

Rain [ ]

Snow [:I

Rain [ |

Show l:]

Water and Snow:

Standing Water (Lakes, Ponds, etc.)

Flowing Water (Rivers, Streams, etc.)
Snow depth (estimate)

Open|[ |
Open E]

Partial [_]

Frozen [:

Partial [ |

0-1cmD

1-10cm[ ]| >10em [ ]

Frozen I:

Participants:

Total No. of Participants:

(Field and Feeder)

No. of field observers:

L—,

No. of field parties:

No. of feeder only observers:

Page 2 of 3

Start Time: End Time:
Party hours by car: Party hours on foot: Party hours other Total hours
Travel by car: km | Travel on foot: km | Travel by other: km | Total travel: km
(Please specify ‘Other’, i.e. canoe, horseback, etc.: )
Environmental Data:
Temp (C) | Wind speed (kmph) | Wind direction | Cloud cover
Count Start No cloud [] Partial cloud [] Full cloud []
Count End No cloud [] Partial cloud [] Full cloud []
Precipitation: (Check as many as necessary)




Count Name: (v tanadl YNanan Count date: 1 Qe
AR AR IR AAY . X i {V ¢
Compiler Name: Allen L Mps&e € Report date: 202
List of Participants (last name/first name):
r\ & . &P A ] /;_A’A,_‘ - 77 . 2 AA e o 7 A A \
[ D R LY, [ { N D id (fian _ .p¢ £ (et cd ;“"}v"ﬁ Nan )
7 \ & - = %r

For Compilers
You are invited to send the consolidated sector and feeder reports for your count to Donald MacPhail at

dm@aqcca.ca so that it can be included in the annual summary of New Brunswick’s CBCs that have been
continuously published by the New Brunswick Museum and then Nature NB since 1956.

You are also encouraged to submit your data to the international Christmas Bird Count database co-managed
by Birds Canada and Audubon. This freely available database has CBC data dating back to 1900.

Please advise participants that their names may be published in Christmas Bird Count reports by NatureNB,
Birds Canada, and Audubon.
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Carolmma Wren, had gone. Tt is now in the collection at the Nat-
nral History rooms. and, without doubt. Mr. Nortou will gladly
show it to vou, should you care to sec it.

Christmas Bird Census.
Reports of Winter Birds by Members of the Maine Ornithological Society
During the Period from Dec. 20 to 31, Inclusive.

The third Christmas bird census, taken by members of the
Maine Ornithological Society, has been fully as successiul as those
which have preceded it. Duaring the present winter birds have been
unusually plentiful all over the State, and many of the reports arc
of permaunent intcrest.  The presence of Bohemian Waxwings in
eastern Maine and the neighboring island of Grand Manan is note-
worthy.  Several new obscrvers have taken part in the bird census
and their contributions are welcome.  For the sixth econsceutive
winter Myrtle Warblers were observed at Cape Elizabeth during
Christmas week.

The reports sent by different members for the closing days of
1gos are as follows:

W. H. BrownNsoN.

Observations at Cape Elizabeth and Pine Point:

Crow, 104: Herring Gull, 1,050; Great Black-backed Gull, 3:
Horned Lark, 20; Snow Bunting, 22: Redpoll, 115: Red-legued
Black Duck, 250: Old Squaw, 115; White-Winged Scoter, 3o0:
American Golden-eye, 8o; Meadowlark, 16; Goldfinch, 20; Horned
Grebe, 51 Loon, 4: Tree Sparrow, 3 Brown Creeper, 1: Snowy
Owl, 2; Brannich’s Murre, 1; Chickadee, 10; White-winged Cross-
bill, 15; Red Crossbill, 20; Myrtle Warbler, 15: Buffleliead, 10:
Downy Woodpecker, 2: Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Red-breasted
Nuthatch, 1.

Additional list out of date or reported by others:

Song Sparrow, 4; Hermit Thrush, 1; Pigeon Hawk. 1@ Pine

Siskin, zo: Robin, 1: Northern Shrike, 1.
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J. MERrRTON Swarx.

Observations at I";m‘ningmn and ¢Iscwhere:

Dece. 20oth, 7 Pine Siskins, 3 Chickadeces,

Dec. 215t drove from Farmington to Wilton, Jay and lLaver
more IFalls.  Saw v Hairy Woodpecker, 5 Pine Grosheaks, » Cana
dian Ruffed Grouse.

Dec. z2nd, drove from Livermore Falls to Iiast Lavermore,
Fayette, Wayne, Mommounth and Winthrop,  Saw three locks of Sis

kins, probably 130 individuals in the three flocks, 7 Snowhakes

Canadian Ruffed Grouse.

Dece. 23rd, drove from Winthrop to Readfield, Belovade Lakes,
Mt. Vernon, Vienna, Chesterville to Farmington,  Saw 2> Downyv
Woodpeckers, 5 Chickadees, 30 Siskins, = Bine Jays, 3 Cana-
dian Ruffed Grouse.

Dec. 2th, went by train to Phillips.  Saw 23 Snowiflakes, two
small flocks of Siskins, 23 birds.

Dee. 25th, went by train [rom Phillips to Strong, Kingficld and
Bigelow, and back to Farmington.  Saw 1 Canada Jay. 3 Blue Javs,
2 Crows, 7 Siskins, 1 Pileated Woodpecker.

Dee. 26th, Farmimgton.  No birds scen.

Dec. 27th, Farmington.  No birds seen.

Dec. 28th, drove from Farmington to New Vinevard, and New
Portland.  Saw 3 Canadian Ruffed Grouse, 1 Blne Jav, 3 Pine Gros.
beaks, 1 White-breasted Nuthatch, 5 Chickadees.

Dec. 2gth, drove irom New Portland to North Anson, North
Cornville, West Athens and Athens.  Saw 2 Chickadees, 5 Blue
Jays. 1 Hairy Woodpecker, 1 Pileated Woodpecker, = Canadian
Ruffed Grouse.

Dec. 3oth, drove from Athens to Brighton, Cornville, Iast
Madison and Madison.  Saw 3 Blue Jays, 100 Siskins, 3 Snow-
flakes.

Dec. 31st, drove irom Madison to West Mills, Stark, Mecereer,
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New Sharon and Farmington.  Saw 3 Chickadees, 25 Siskins, 7

Pine Grosbeaks, 1 Canadian Ruffed Grouse,

. M. Davip axp R. T Davio.

Obscrvations at Damariscotta:

Sunday, Dec. 20th, 15 Redpolls, 26 Suow Buntings, 2 Blue
Jays, 2 Crows, 14 Chickadees.

Monday, Dec. 21st, 12 Golden-eyes, 1 Partridee.

Tuesday, Dec. 22nd, 3 Chickadees, 1 Partridge, 1 Blue Jav.

Wednesday, Dec. 23rd, 18 Redpolls, 3 Blue Jays, 2 Crows.

Thursday, Dee. 24t 3 Crows, g Gulls, 3 Blue Javs, 3 Chick-
adees,

Friday, Dee. 25th, 2 Gulls, 1 Crow, 5 Blue Javs, 3 Chickadces.

Saturday, Dec. 26th, 1 Crow, 3 Blue Jays, 5 Gulls,

Sunday, Dec. 27th, 1 White-breasted Nuthateh, 3 Chickadees,
> Blue Jays, two large flocks of Redpolls, should say over 1oo in
cach flock.

Monday, Dec. 2sth, 2 Blue Jays, 1 Crow, 3 Chickadces.

Tuesday, Dcec. 29th, 2 Crows, 1 Blue Jay, 7 Gulls, 6 Golden-
eyes,

Wednesday, Dec. 3oth, 3 Blue Jays, 3 Pine Grosbeaks, 1
Partridge, 1 Nuthateh, so or 100 Redpolls.

[ovis K. LEGGE AND Daxrorri S, HERSEY.

Observations at Cape Elizabeth:

Dec. 2oth, Red-breasted XNuthatch, 3; Myrtle Warbler, ¢:
American Crossbill, z2; Chickadee, 13: Redpoll (estimated), zo:
Herring Gull, 25; American Crow, 2.

Dec. 27th, Chickadee. 35: Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Myvrtle
Warbler, 3; American Goldfinch, 2: White-winged Crossbill, 22:

Red-breasted Nuthatch, j.

Arrax I,. Mosks.

Observations at Grand Manan, New Bruuswick.
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Dec. 2oth, 1908,  Saw 10 Crows. 1 Fox Sparrow, 3 Tree Spar-
rows, 6 Juncos.

Dec.2ist. Saw 11 Juncos.  These birds werc feeding onmeal,
They have been feeding there three days and more are coming every
day. A greatmany Herring Gulls were in the harbor this morning.
Redpolls are very plentiful: saw as many as a dozen flocks, from 4
to 50 in a flock, 5 Tree Sparrows, Vesper Sparrow, 2 Chicka-
dees, 1 Song Sparrow. ‘T'he reason that these song birds are here
I> due to so much open weather. [ never saw so many at this time
of the year since I can remember. It is not an unusual thing to sec
Juncos, Song Sparrows and Tree Sparrows here in winter, but it is
very unusual to sce them in flocks.

Dec. 22ud. Harly this morning I saw 4 Juncos nnder the win-
dow cating meal I put there the day before. Next I saw one of the
rarest birds that come to the island, the Bohemian Waxwing.
Three specimens have been seen here this winter, and I have two of
them in my collection. ‘This is the second record of this bird being
taken on the island. The first was taken by my father, John R.
Moses. I don’t know the exact date, but it was about fifteen vears
ago. To-day I saw 19 White-winged Crossbills, | Chickadee, 3
Golden-crowned Kinglets and 2 Robins. I was out on the Bank to
sce the Kittiwakes flying to their feeding ground, off North Head.
Any day at this time of the year, when the wind is nortli or north-
west, you can go out here and sec Kittiwakes, Razor-billed Auks
and Dovekies going in flocks of from 3 to 1oo. To-day, with the
wind northwest, and on the ebb tide in the morniug, there was not
one moment that sonic of these birds were not in sight. [ saw nine
flocks of Razor-billed Auks, at lcast 150 birds in all. T also saw a
great many Dovekies, 2 IHolbwll's Grebes and 1 Black Guillemot.,
I also saw a Hermit Thrush in company with a Robin. “This bird
surely had forgotten himself. I was positive of his identity, for the
day was cold and the bird was so stupid that I could get within two
or three yards of him. [ also saw about a dozen Redpolls,

Dec. 25rd. Very few birds scen to-day, as it was stormy. 11
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JTuncos were around the window on the ground all day. Saw 6
Redpolls and 1« Tree Sparrow,

Dee. zgth. Juncos stll around the house.  Saw about 30 Red-
polls, 1 Viesper Sparrow, 3 Tree Sparrows and 7 Crows.

Dece. 25th. Saw 3 Chickadees, 2 Golden-crowned Kinglets, a
flock of Redpolls, about 100 Black-backed Gulls, one large flock of
Razor-billed Auks, 5 Black Guillemots, 2 Hothaell’'s Grebes, 2 Brun-
nich’s Murres, and a great many Herring Gulls,

Dec. 26th.  Went gunning to-day among the islands, so had a
pretty good chance to sce water fowl. Saw 2 American Golden-
eves, 2 Black Ducks, 50 Red-breasted Mergansers, nearly all old
males, mauy Old Squaws, 3 White-winged Scoters, 1 Surf Scoter,
many Black Guillemots, Dovekies very plentiful, Razor-billed Auks
more plentiful than any other day this winter.  Also saw 3 Horued
[Larks, 2 White-winged Crossbills, 1 Red-breasted Nuthateh, aud
heard many Chickadees and Kinglets.  About a week ago, on Long
Island, saw a flock of about yo Purple Sandpipers, but did not sce
them to-day, thongh the birds are undoubtedly there, for they
make tlos small wsland their home every winter.  Saw hundreds of
Herring Gulls and Black-backed Gulls.

Dee. 27th. Saw 3 Chickadees, a small flock of Redpolls, 1 Snow
Bunting.  The 11 Juncos were around the house to-day, having
been absent for two days.  Othier birds scen to-day were a young
Jald Fagle, 20 Crows, hundreds of Kittiwakes, a few Dovekies and
1 White-winged Crosshill.

Dec. 28th. Saw 5 Redpolls.  Juncos absent again to-day.

Dee. 29th. Saw 1 Vesper Sparrow this morning, 1 Sharp-
shinned Hawlk, 7 White-winged Crossbills, 1 Brown Creeper, 1 Red-
breasted Nuthately, several Chickadees, a Hairy Woodpecker, threc
tlocks of Redpolls, 1 Tree Sparrow, 1 Northern Shrike, 5 Iinglish
Sparrows, 18 Crows.  Juncos were around again to-day, also a new
lock of about 20.

Dee. 3oth. Saw 2 Northern Ravens and 1 Bald Eagle. T was

at the North Head to day, where the Kittiwakes feed. The birds
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were rather scarce to-day, but cven then there were thousands of
them. I stood on the top of the bank, where it was not less than
three hundred feet high, and gazed at the birds sitting in a white
Iine as far as I conld see.  They were feeding ou shrimps, which
are their favorite {ood around the island in the winter.

Dec. 3ist. Saw to-day 4 knglish Sparrows, flock of Juncos
near my house, smatt flock of Crows, 5 White-winged Crosshills, 4
Chickadees, and with them 1 Hadsonian Chickadee, very rare here.
Saw also thousands of Kittiwakes and Razor-billed Auks, and the
only Ivory Gull T c¢ver saw alive. It was an elegant specimen, as
white as snow.  This Gull is an accidental visitor in the neighbor-

hood of Grand Manan.

NELLIE F. DuxtoNn.

Observations at Bath:

Dec. 20th, 1go8, was at Winnegance (south end of Bath). Day
fine. Saw 4 Blue Javs, 6 Chickadees, 2 Red-breasted Nuthateches, 1
Gull, 3 birds flving, too far off to be 1dentified. Heard a Crow.

Dec. 21st, snow squall early, then clearing.  Saw 5 Blue Jays, 3
Chickadees, 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches and a Crow.,

Dee. 22nd, saw 3 Blue Javs, 2 Chickadees, 1 Red-breasted Nut-
hatch, 1 Gull.

Dec. 23rd and z4th, was busy preparing for Christmas and did
not see any birds excepting the large flocks of Iinglish Sparrows
and Pigeons on our streets,

Dec. 25th (Chrnistinas), walked along the country roads some
two miles in West Dath and viciuity, and saw only 2 Crows and 2
Goldfinches, or the same one twice, but they tell me that the next
dayv there were fonr different kinds of small birds around the house
[ visited that day. They were quite sure one was a Juuco, but I
have not seen any in this vicinity for some time.

Dec. 26th, at Winnegance again, and took a loug walk in the
woods in the afternoon. Saw 3 Blue Jays, 4 Chickadees, 2 Red-

breasted Nuthatches, 3 Crows, 1+ small Hawk, probably a Sharp



