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IT'S TIME TO RENEW!:

It's hard to believe, but another year has come and gone
and it's time to renew your NBFN membership for 1984.

Please note that the membership rates have increased -
largely a reflection of the printing and mailing costs of N. B.

Naturalist - to $10.00 individual ox family, $5.00 students

ander 18,
This past year has been one of growth and accomplishment for
the Federation. We have a Provincial Bird (at last!), a bigger

and better N. B. Naturalist, and the hosting of an immensely

successful national CNF conference under our belt. Our membership
has increased substantially, and our own NBFN annual meeting week-
end drew participants from across the province.

Help us to strengthen even more our representation of the
concerns and interests of New Brunswick naturalists by renewing

your membership for '84 withont delay.!

NEW BRUNSWICK FEDERATION OF NATURALISTS
Membership, 1984

$10.00 individual or family; $5.00 students under 18; $20.00
sustaining; library subscriptions - §10.00

(Please make cheques pavable to the NBFN)
NAME ;
ADDRESS :

POSTAL CODE: NEW: RENEW:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.!

Mail te: Dave Smith, 149 Douglas Avenue, Saint John, N. B.
E2K 1lE5




C'EST LE TEMPS DE RENOUVELER'

On a du mal 3 y croire, mais une autre année s'est écoulée et

le temps est venu de renouveler votre adhésion 3 1la FNNB, pour 1948

Veuillez prendre note du fait que les cotisations de membres

ont augmentées, dii en grande partie aux cofits plus Elevés d'impres-

sion et d'expédition de la revue Le Naturaliste du N.-B. Il en

cofite maintenant $10.00 po

ur les particuliers et les familles et
$5.00 pour les &étudiants de moins de 18 ans.

Cette année a été une année de. croissance et de grandes réali

sations au sein de la Fédération.

Nous avons enfin un oiseau provin-
cial et une revue plus importante et améliorée,

N.-B., tandis que l1'organisation et la tenue du congrds national de

la FNC a remporté& un immense succés,

Le Naturaliste du

la liste de nos membres s'est

allongée et notre propre assemblée annuelle de la FNNB a attiré en

fin de semaine des participants de tous les coins de la province.
Aidez-nous 3 améliorer notre représentativité, pour mieux

refléter les inquiétudes et les intéréts des naturalistes du Nouveau

Brunswick, en renouvelenat promptement votre adhésion a 1

a FNNB pour
'84,

LA FEDERATION DES NATURALISTES DU NOUVEAU-BRUNSWICK

Cotisations de membres, 1948

$10.00, particulier ou famille; $5.00,

dtudiant de moins de 18 ans;
$20.00, cotisation de soutien.

- Abonnement de biblioth&que - $10.00
(Veuillez &tablir votre chéque & 1'ordre de la FNNB)

Nom:

Adresse:

Code postal: Nouveau membre: Ancien membre:

—

Merci pour votre soutien!

Envoyez #&: Dave Smith, 149, avenue Douglas, Saint-Jean, N.-B. E2K 1E
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from the Fditor

In this, the final issue of the year, the split
"Federation newsletter/natural history magazine" personality
of N. B. Naturalist comes to the fore. "Keeping in touch" is
vital to any organization, and is perceived to be an important
function of this publication in its role as NBFN newsletter.
Through their Representative Directors, Federated naturalists'
clubs around the province were invited to let us know what
they've been up to in the past year. If a report highlighting
your club's activities isn't there, take it up with your
elected NBFN representative; they were all asked - very nicely
twice! Further fulfilling the newsletter role, this issue

also contains reports on several meetings of concern to the
Federation.

On the magazine end of things, our feature article is an
update on the elusive Eastern Cougar in the Maritimes -
"unidentified feline object" as one wag put it - by Gerry
Parker, scientist with the Canadian Wildlife Service who is
currently compiling cougar reports as Bruce Wright did before
him. At the risk of running a lost and found column, we also
carry a report by Stephen Woodley of Fundy Park on the finding
for the first time in New Brunswick of the equally evasive
Four-toed Salamander.

The Salamander article, I can't resist telling you, came
with one of the more risqué typos I've had a chuckle over
editing. 1It's a racy little piece, anyway, with amorous
amphibians thrashing about in the spring ditches, but when I
read in the first line of the fourth Paragraph that "“...it was
a perfect night for herpes", I really couldn't contain myself!
(Such are the sensitivities of the 80's, in Ffact, that I am told
an American East Coast Herpetological Society has been forced
to de-list its telephone number to avoid constant calls from
unfortunate sufferers of the near-epidemic social disease.)

We introduce two new features in this issue, "Recent
Titles of Interest to New Brunswick Naturalists", compiled by
Book Review Editor Donald McAlpine, and "Identifacts", by Rob
Walker. "Recent Titles" is a listing of papers and articles
with a bearing on New Brunswick natural history, gleaned from
various journals and magazines. It is hoped that the compi-
lation will make all of us more aware of the wealth of active
scientific research being conducted into our province's flora
and fauna. "Identifacts", conceived and begun by Chief Fundy
Park Interpreter Rob Walker, goes beyond the field guide to
help both amateur and professional with the identification of
problem species. The space is offered to anyone with pointers
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to share for distinguishing particnlarly troublesome
species.

Finally, I would l1ike to draw your attention to the George
stirrett Memorial Prize for Natural History Writing announced
below. Competition for the annual $50.00 cash award for the
best article published in N. B. Naturalist begins with the next
igsue (Vol.: 133h Noai 1) and is open to all ‘except the Federation
goard of Directors, N. B. Naturalist Editorial Committee, and
their immediate families. (Regular columns will not be judged;
however, columnists may submit other articles for consideration.)

Announcement!

CASH AWARD

The NBFN announces the creation of the George Stirrett
Memorial Prize for Natural History Wwriting. The $50.00

prize will pe awarded annually to the author of the best
piece of natural history writing published 15, NiB= Naturalist
during the year.

The competition is open to all students, researchers, pPro-
fessional and amateur interpretive writers. (Members of
+he Board of Directors of the NBFN, the Editorial Committee
of N.B. Naturalist, and their immediate families are not
eligible.) Selection will be made by representatives of
+he Editorial Committee and the NBFN Board, and the award

presented each year at the NBFN annual general meeting.

By encouraging the semi-popular expression of investigations
into the natural history of New prunswick, the George Sstirrett
Memorial Prize for Natural History Writing is a fitting
tribute to the late Dr. stirrett, a New Brunswicker with a
1ifelong committment to the interpretation and popular undexr-
standing of our natural heritage.
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‘Mot de la Directrice k-

Dans ce dernier numéro de 1'année, le double caractére de la
revue Le Naturaliste du N.-B., soit le cBté "lettre circulaire de
1a Fédération” et le coté "revue d'Histoire naturelle™, est bien mis
en évidence. Tout d'abord, rester en contact avec ses membres est
percu par la Direction comme indispensable au bon fonctionnement de
tout organisme et est donc une importante fonction de cette publi-
cation. A cette condition seulement, la revue remplira adéquatement
son r8le de lettre circualire de la FNNB. Par l'entremise de leurs
directeurs-délégués, les clubs fédérés des naturalistes de la pro-
vince ont été invités a nous faire parvenir un apergu annuel de
leurs activités. Si vous ne trouvez pas de compte-rendu soulignant
les principales activités de votre club dans ce numéro-ci, apportez
le fait 3 1'attention de votre représentant élu de la FNNB. A deux
reprises, on les 2a bien gentiment invités 3 nous faire parvenir de
tels rapports. Egalement dans le but de remplir son rb6le de lettre
circulaire, ce numéro-ci contient des comptes-rendus de plusieurs
réunions sur des sujets qui inquidtent la Fédération.

Quant au cdté "revue d'Histoire naturelle' notre article-vedet
est une mise @ jour de 1'information sur 1'insaissisable Panth&re de
1'Est - cet objet félin non-identifié" comme langait un farceur -
dcrit par Gerry Parker, scientifique 3 1'emploi du Service canadien
de la faune qui rédige actuellement des rapports sur la panth&re dan
les Maritimes comme le faisait Bruce Wright, avant lui. Au risque de
nous faire accuser de publier une page sur les objets perdus et Te-
trouvés, nous publions &galement un rapport de Stephen Woodley, un
scientifique du Parc Fundy, sur une premidre découverte au Nouveau-

Brunswick de la toute aussi fuyante Salamandre 3 quatre doigts. qui

Ici, je ne puis résister 3 la tentation de vous raconter commen :Zg
son article sur les salamandres est venu s'enchevétrer avec une his-
toire de faute typographique au sujet de laquelle j'ai bien ri en

éditant son article. Le style plein de verve du récit est en lui-méme

savoureux et 1'histoire porte sur les amphibiens aux temps des amours

s'agitant au printemps dans les fossés. Quand je suis arrivée 2 1la ::
premigre ligne du quatri&me paragraphe ", . c'était la soirée idéale Co
pour les herpés'", en anglais "...it was a perfect night for herpes", %a
je m'esclaffai. (Dans la langue de Shakespeare, '"herps" signifie e—

"reptiles'", tandis que "herpes'" se référe a 1a maladie & caract@re
quasi-épidémique qui se répand aujourd'hui chez les homosexuels.) Les
années '80 nous apportent une foule d'anecdotes plus cocasses les une
que les autres. De fait, croyez-le ou non, on me dit qu'une Société
herpétologique américaine de la cdte est a été forcée de faire rayer
son numéro de téléphone de 1'annuaire pour éviter de recevoir des
appels répétés des pauvres victimes de cette maladie social a carac-
tére quasi-épidémique.

Dans ce numéro, nous introduisons deux nouveaux types dlarticles§
"Titres récents susceptibles d'intéresser les naturalistes du Nouveau-
Brunswick" recueillis par notre directeur de la critique scientifique,
Donald McAlpine et "Points d'identification" par Rob Walker. "Titres
récents'" constitue une liste de documents et dtarticles ayant trait a
1'Histoire naturelle du Nouveau-Brunswick recueillis dans diverses
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evues savantes ou populaires. Esp&rons que cette compilation nous
onscientisera tous sur la richesse et le sérieux de la recherche

cientifique effectuée sur la flore et la faune de la province. La
brique "Points d'identification" concue et lancée par le Chef du

_ged;a ervice d‘interprétati?n du Parc Fundy, Rob Walker, va plus loin que
ien misiie guide d'identificatlon_sur le terrain dans l'aiée qu'elle apporte
est l1'amateur ou au professionnel dans ses essais d'identification des
ent de JEspéces-problémes. L'espace réservée 3 cette rubrique est offert i
tblis juiconque poss&de def renseignements particuliers sur 1'identifica-
tenent ion d'espéces-problémes.
leurs 4 A . e h 4
pro- ' Enfin, j'aimerais attiré votre attemtion sur le Prix George
ie tirrett qui sera attribué @ 1'auteur d'un article sur 1'Histoire
enant aturelle tel qu'annoncé ci-dessous. Le concours pour le prix annuel
yortez [E® argent de $50.00 décerné au meilleur article publi& dans Le Natu-
donx aliste du N.-B. sera lancé avec la parution du prochain numéro
'+ de Vol. 13 No 1) et sera ouvert @ tous, exception faite pour les membres
ttre du Conseil d'administration de la F@dération et pour ceux du Comité
e rédaction du Naturaliste du N,-B. et leurs familles immédiates.

urs : e = : _ 3
. uant aux rubriques réguliéres, elles ne pourront pas €tre soumises

su jury; les chargé(e)s de ces rubriques pourront par contre soumettre

L ~ | = -~ -
-vedet autres articles, s'ils le désirent.

ére de

T -

adien

re dan:

que de

b e PRIX EN ARGENT

, un

yeau- i fins e r .

La FNNB désire annoncer la création du Prix George Stirrett
gui doit &tre attribué a 1'auteur d'un article sur 1'Histoire natu-
relle. Le prix de $50.00 sera décerné annuellement 3 1'auteur du

commengf . : " -

. his. @pmeilleur aft1c1e qui aura paru dans Le Naturaliste du N.-B. pendant

oh Badite annee.

i-méme ; " ; i ' REEeh

amours ) y Le concgur§ e§t ouvert a tous: aux etud}ant§,‘aux o er?.eurs,

o 2insi qu'aux &écrivains de la vulgarisation scientifique, qu'ils

gale soicn? des pr9f§551onpels ou deﬁ amateurs; seglg les Tembr?s du

pes™ onsell‘d'admlnxstrat19n Qe la FNNB et dy Com1§e ge.redact1on du

ia y Naturaliste du N.-B. ainsi que leurs familles immédiates ne peuvent

aba participgr 44U concours. pe’choix’du "meilleur texte".sera fa}t.par

Jitles dgs représentants du Com%te df redgctlon et du Conseil d'a§m1n1stra~

'S, AR tion de 13 FNyB et le prix présenté au gagnant, chaque année, a

i 618 l'assemblée générale de la FNNB.

rayer " g . R

vg En encourageant les travaux.de sem1—v91gar15at10n.sur 1'His-

rac- toire naturelle du Nouveau-Brunswick, le Prix George Stirrett cons-
titue un juste hommage rendu au mérite de Monsieur Stirrett, un
docteur en biologie et un N@o-Brunswickois qui s'est dévoué toute

ticle =2 vie § l1'interprétation et d la compréhepsiOn générale de notre

uveay @ Patrimoine naturel en faveur du grand public.
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THE EASTERN COUGAR 1IN THE MARITIME PROVINCES

Gerry Parker

The cougar is a cat of many names. The first Europeans
settling on the Atlantic Seaboard called the long-tailed cat
"panther", a name given the Asiatic leopard. L In the northeast
it was called "Cat of the Mountain", shortened to "catamount",
and in New Brunswick and Maine the "Indian Devil" or "Injun Devil".
Later, as the frontiersmen reached the rockies, the name "Mountain
Lion" was used; to the north in Canada it became "Cougar". In
South America it was, and still 'is, known as "puma".

Although Young and Goldman recognize 15 subspecies of Felis
concolor in North and Central America, there are few obvious
physical differences. The subspecies recognized in northeastern
United States and eastern Canada is Felis concolor cougari. The
cougar was once the most widely distributed mammal in the western
world. Ranging from the British Columbia-Yukon border to the tip
of South America and from Atlantic to Pacific, it was equally at
home in the tropical jungle, alpine boreal forest and desert
badlands. With European settlement of North America, however,
the cougar's eastern range shrunk dramatically until today the
Florida subspecies is the only known extant population east of
the Mississippi River.

Up to 1976 the existence of a wviable population of Florida
cougar, or panther, as it is often referred to, was in question.
Evidence of its existence was present, such as scats, tracks and
an occasional road kill, but the extent of its distribution and
status was unknown. In 1976, as an outcome of a Florida Panther
Conference convened by the Florida Audubon Society, the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service appointed a Florida Panther Recovery team.

In 1978 the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission (comparable
to our provincial Wildlife Division) established a Florida Panther
Record Clearing-house to catalog and investigate panther reports.
In February, 1981, the first panther was captured, radio-collared
and released. A second panther was radio-collared 10 days later.
In the next 2 years the team radio-collared a total of 7 panthers.

How is the Eastern Panther distinguished from its western
cousin? Apparently with difficulty. The Florida subspecies is
characterized by a dark dorsal line running down to the tip of
the tail and, where the shoulder and neck join, a triangular
patch of approximately 150 white spots the size of small peas.’

It should be mentioned that only in South America is the melanistic
phase of Felis concolor known, although in northeastern North
America many cougar reports are of black animals.
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The typical Florida panther, pesides the color characteris-
+ics noted above, is usually a uniform rusty or tawny cinnamon-buff

~olour (deer color) on the back and whitish underneath. The tip
of the tail, back of the ears and sides of the nose are dark brown
or blackish. Female Florida panthers average 60-80 pounds and

=ales 100-120 pounds, smaller than the western races.

Throughout 1its vast range the largest of North American
line predators requires deer to sustain a viable pepulation.
her prey species, however, may also frequently be taken. A
ugar killed several years ago near the Manitoba-Ontario border
had the remains of skunk in the stomach, porcupine quills in the

=nout, and was shot while raiding a chicken cooOp-
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tain Early numbers of cougar in eastern North America are Uunknowmn,
L but due to low densities of White-tailed Deer, and the presence
of the Eastern Timber Wolf, its numbers were probably never very
high. References to the Eastern Cougar date back to the mid-1700"'s
is and continue throughout the 19th century. By the turn of the
~entury, however, a lack of evidence of this big cat led to the
rn ~onclusion by many that it had become extinct.
'he
ern In 1938 Bruce Wright heard of sightings of the species in
tip Mew Brunswick and from then antil his death in 1975 he system-
at atically recorded observations, both current and historical, and
compiled the records and evidence into several articles and books.
He first published an article on the Little St. John Lake specimen
in the Journal of Mammalogy in 1961 and followed it with several
other articles on the possibility of the continued survival of
+he Eastern Cougar. The Little St. John Lake specimen was trapped
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in Maine near the Quebec border in 1938 and apparently represents
the last documented Eastern Cougar. The mounted specimen resides
at the University of New Brunswick in Fredericton.

There are no records of cougars having once been distri-
puted in Nova gcotia. This is not surprising. Records suggest
that the White-tailed Deer became extinct in that province long
pefore the arrival of the first European explorers and did not
again enter the province until late in the 1800's. The absence
in Nova gcotia of deer. the preferred food- of thecougals would
almost certainly suggest an absence of the cougar.

pruce Wright lists approximately 220 reports of evidence of
cougars in New prunswick from 1938 to 1971 and an additional 26
from Nova gscotia. He made plaster casts of tracks later iden-
tified as those of a cougar and photographed jmpressions left

in the snowV of tracks and tail drag. His evidence is impressive.

In 1977, canadian wildlife gervice, Atlantic Region, recog-
nizing the need for a central clearing-house for reports of
cougars in the Maritimes, made such a proposal to New Bprunswick
and Nova scotia. Both provinces agreed to the arrangement and
provincial piologists regularly channel such reports to me at
the canadian wildlife service regional office in gsackville, New
prunswick. ToO facilitate the recording of information, I have
designed and distributed a 2-page cougar report form.

up to august, 1983, we have received 110 reports of cougars

in New prunswick and Nova gcotia. We have also received several
reports from Newfoundland. Is there a pattern to these sightings?
Not reallVy. Although few reports come from southern Nova Scotia
and guite & few from southern New Brunswick and eastern Nova
gcotia, they are distributed pretty well throughout both provinces.

so what evidence have these 110 reports provided for the
continued existence of the species in eastexrn canada? only the
written testimony of so many persons'who swear on a stack of
pibles that what they saw wWas a tawny-brown to black. 100-150
pound, long-tailed cat which, for those who had the opportunity
toview it atclose hand for more than several seconds, represented
+he most magnificent creature they had ever seen.

Wwhen most reports reach our office, they are more than

several days old and many are made from moving vehicles. Unless
the area in question is examined immediately following the sighting
the opportunity to obtain.casts of the tracks is usually lost.

Wwe do have & few casts which -although I, for one;, hesitate to
conclude are cougar tracks -do show characteristios which are

unlike most other wild animals in the Maritimes.

Three occasions to photograph a suspected cougar have

proven less than satisfactoxry- one proved to be a double exposure,
the other tWO. taken with ipstamatic cameras, show only an
unidentifiable dark speck in the packground.

152




We have received reports of cougars attacking horses,

‘esen
:esid:z ing dogs, harassing communities and, yes, chasing cars.
i So what axe all these people seeing? The fleeting glimpses
5 om a car of a possible cougar crossing a road are the most
jest jepect and could be anything from a house cat to a bear. But
ong a2t about the one seen by the experienced hunter near Petit-
ot giac, New Brunswick? While sitting patiently in a hardwood
ince tand waiting for a deer, a movement to one side caught his
uld ention. Less than 30 feet away walked a large, tawny, long-
| iled cat. Catching a glimpse of the hunter's movement, the
| wheeled and disappeared without a sound. In the same area,
e of R.C.M.P. officer, while deer hunting, watched a cougar for a
26 mte or so through the scope of his rifle.
t_ What about the experienced outdoors- and salmon fisherxr-
ive. on the Miramichi who, at the close of a day's fishing, was
flaxing overlooking his favorite pool and enjoying the closing
o895 iy when a cougar approached the stream below him, paused, then
s tered the water, swam across and disappeared in the forest?
C
d What about the wildlife technician whe, from the cab of his
t rked pickup, saw a deer bound across the road in front of the
= micle, followed by a cougar which paused, glanced at the truck,
N en, in one bound, cleared the road and bounded up a slope through
cutover. The wildlife technician had seen live and dead cougars
Blberta and was definite in what he saw. One year later, two
_Es @dlife students working with me identified a cougar on the road
ral £hin 1/4 mile of that seen by the technician.
ings?
tia In the past 5 years, cougars have been reported by wildlife
! Bnicians, medical doctors, veterinarians, housewives, exper-
Lnces, ed maturalists, hunters, fishermen - a random assortment of
te cenmeral population. On the other hand, one cannot discount
& evidence that the cougar is not found here and that these
5 irts are merely misidentified cats, dogs, bears, coyotes or
other common creature.
Y It is a fact that in over 50 years we do not have a
ed firmed specimen. That, in itself, is just reason for many to
26t the presence of Eastern Cougars, and perhaps they are right.
mrely & specimen would have been shot by a hunter or hit by a
hicle. But perhaps one has been. It is doubtful that the
i pnter, most of whom realize that the cougar is a protected
hting scies in both provinces, would proudly display his trophy.
st likely the carcass would be left in the woods. As for road
1s, the chances of a cougar being struck by a vehicle are
, especially where their numbers must be so few. (They aren't
jarly as stupid or slow of foot as a porcupine!) -Of the thousands
bobcats in the Maritimes, MOt many road kills are reported each
i2r. What about trapping?  Why doesn't one show up in a snare
ures lec-heold trap? Other than a foot snare for bear, I doubt most
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e contributed to increased deer numbers and for a large predator

ee
1 e the cougar the availability of suitable prey is primary to a
ble breeding population. As the cougar is found in such a wide
t iety of habitats throughout its range in North and South America,
ted must be one of the more adaptable of large predators, capable
and living in wilderness isolation and in close proximity to man.
z:t, I suggest that all that can be done is being done. That
icludes recognizing the posslble survival of the species in the
itimes and giving it complete protection, providing a central
aring-house for reports and sightings, and letting those
ople who believe they have seen a cougar know that, rather
o n being scoffed at, they just may have seen the rarest and
robably the most impressive of the larger mammals of eastern
th America. If and when the presence of the cougar is estab-
=hed then perhaps a federal-provincial research study could be
gust tified, similar to that mentioned earlier in Florida. Until
nds en the possible presence of the cougar "out there in the woods",
s the controversy surrounding it adds an exciting dimension to
appeal of the outdoors of the Maritimes.
the Canadian Wildlife Service,
;5' Sackville, N.B.
ts
d
ugar
of 4 £
P RECOMPENSES
¢
" La FNNB a récemment conférer @ Arthur (Cal) Callaghan de
wash le statut de membre honoraire & vie de la Fédération.
& omneur lui a €té conférée 3 1'assemblée annuelle générale par
' Conseil d'administration de la Fédération en reconnaissance
appui de longue date a4 la FNNB, du r8le positif qu'il a joué
s le Club des naturalistes de Saint-Jean et de ses années de
rvice bénévole au Département des Sciences naturelles du Musée
i Nouveau-Brunswick.
j; Aprés la réception de sa carte de membre honoraire qui se
t sous les chaleureux applaudissements de ses amis et de ses
fr8res naturalistes, on lui a entendu dire que ce statut hono-
£4 figque qui venait de lui &tre conféré &€tait presque - mais pas
Sl t & fait - aussi exaltant que le statut de grand-grand-grand-
ng , " % Pl
pa gui venait &galement de lui &tre conféré, il y a peu de temps
ssé.
drests
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IN SEARCH OF THE ELUSIVE

FOUR-TOED SALAMANDER

Stephen Woodley

what has four toes. is incredibly shy, and is a New Brunswick-

er after all?

snuggling deeper into m¥y sou'wester, I winced as another
rivulet of rainwater found its way down my back. Ahead, the
flashlights of my two companions were barely visible through the

fog and pelting rain.

"what a perfect night for herps" ., shouted Michael through the
It was May 2. and Michael Rosen, puane West and I were all

of Marven Lake in Fundy National
f reptiles

din.
slogging through the boggy margins
park. Why? To add to the rather sketchy understanding ©

and amphibians within the park.

Indeed it was a perfect night
for herps. The pond was alive
with Red-spotted Newts and spotted
gsalamanders. spring Peepers
screeched their high-pitched love
calls from mossy hummocks. Red-
backed galamanders ran across logs
and pathways. Wood Frogs gquacked
and toads trilled. The wet spring
night seemed taken over by these
odd creatures, hardly visible at
other times of the year. spring
days had caused hormones to flow
and the mating dance was in full

swing.

crossing a log in a bed of
sphagnum, puane's heavy boot just Four-toed Salamander
missed a small dark salamander.

wwhat's this one?" he shouted.
"Make sure you catch it", replied Michael. After 2a flash of hands

we all stood peering into the murky depths of the dip net.

The catch was really guite exciting if yom. are =t all, ip=
terested in amphibians. It was New prunswick's first and only
record of the Four-toed salamander (Hemidactylum scutatum) . Al-
though known from Quebec and a few scattered sites in Nova Scotiars
a four-toed had never been found in New Brunswick. Stan Gorham,
New Brunswick's foremost herpetologist, had accurately predicted
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in his 1970 monograph that it would be found with,more*searchihg.
It remained elusive until 1983.

_The Four-toed Salamander is a lungless salamander, found
aroughout forested portions of eastern North America. Spotty -in
Identifying characteristics are an enamel-white belly marked with
»lack spots, four toes on all feet, and a constriction at the
@ ®#=s= of the tail. The salamander is 5-9 cm in length.
Fundy National Park will be continuing the "hunt for herpe-
tiles®, This year's search was only a prelude to a more detailed
2d¥. Unfortunately, these "foul and loathsome" creatures are
-en ignored. Even though I was soaked through that night in
1y May, I couldn't help thinking how wonderful these creatures
t=2lly were. What a great excuse for mucking about ponds on a
@iny spring night! -

Fundy National Park, N.B.

J—:Awards

Arthur (Cal) Callaghan, of Musquash, has been awarded
Bomourary Life Membership in the NBFN. The honour was
smferred at the annual general meeting by the Federation's
20ard of Directors in recognition of Cal's long-standing
spport of the NBFN, his active participation in the
E2int John Naturalists' Club, and his years of volunteer
irwice to the Natural Science Department of the New
inswick Museum.

MEEer accepting his Honourary Membership to the warm
spplause of friends and fellow naturalists, Cal was

Beard to say that the honourary status that had been
Seenferred was almost - but not quite - as exalted as
the great-great-great-grandfatherhood also recently

" Sestowed upon him!

s

COUNTY BIRD RECEIVES INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

The Gray or Canada Jay, alias gorby, moosebird, and whiskey-
Jack, well known symbol of Victoria County, New Brunswick,
fand sore loser in the provincial bird elections) is to gain
Simternational fame.  The bird has been chosen emblem of the
ISth International Ornithological Congress, to be held in
Ottawa in 1986.
Mt your heart out, Chickadee.

-

Sistribution, the four-toed ranges southward to the Gulf of Mexico.



_I_dcntif acts

This senies 448 intended to aid bofth amateunr and professional
naturalists in naming rare, unusual and difficult-to-identify
species by providing "state-of-the-ant" facts not available 4in
the cunnent crnop of field guides. Hopefully, with these aids at
hand, natunalists will feel monre confident Lin reporting their
s4ightings, and thein neponts will contain mone complete notes on
the f4ield manks essential forn positive Ldentification. This senies
will go beyond the fiefd guides by compiling and outlining, as
simply as possible, identification facts gleaned from professional
journals and books on specific families and groups. T am beginning
the sendies with binds because of their appeal to most naturalisits,
but hope that in the future othen faxonomic groups willf be covered.

Considening the ability of binds and othen Living things %o
wanden fan from "home" and to hide themsefves, we can never be
centain as to what animal on plant wilf next be neponted as new
in oun province. Fon this neason the bind sernies will include
species from the eastenn side of the AtLantic and Zhe westenn side
04 Nonth Amenica which have not yet been documented for New
Brunswick.

Rob Walken

Some very important terms used to describe different plumages and
ages of birds are given below.

Juvenal plumage - follows the downy stage of development and is
worn when a bird fledges (starts to fly). This is the first
plumage of true contour feathers. In Great Britain this is
referred to as the juvenile plumage.

Immature - should not be used to refer to a plumage. This is a
bird not yet fully developed sexually and therefore incapable of
breeding. There is no clear-cut threshold of adulthood valid for
all birds. Some immature birds are as large as or even larger
than their parents. When used arbitrarily by some authors to
describe a plumage it refers to any stage of development following
the juvenal plumage which is different from that of an adult
(sexually mature) bird.

Basic plumage - is worn year round (for example by crows, geese,
owls, chickadees) or outside the breeding season (for example

by loons, ducks, sandpipers, warblers). This is referred to
informally as the winter plumage, non-breeding plumage or non-
nuptial plumage. When a basic plumage does not change further
with age (that is to say, when it repeats itself in the same form
year after year) it is known as the definitive basic plumage.

158




sLonakl
y -

AR

ds at
in

es on

5 Aendies
as
sALonak

ginning

A5 28
ovened.

14 Lo
be
new
de

n side

s and

is a
ofs
. for

owing

form

Alternate plumage -

is a second plumage when two occur during
¥ear on a bird.

This is referred to informally as the summexr
lumage, breeding plumage or nuptial plumage, The alternate
plumage is usually more colorful and ornate than the basic
lus When an alternate plumage does not..change. further
B age it is known as the definitive alternate plumage.
ual dimorphism - is a difference in plumage and/or size
“ween males and females of the same species.

10 W

LTI

IDENTIFACTS NO. 1 - LOONS

Immatures and Adults in Winter

- Red-throated Loon - in New
migrant and winter resident

migrant on inlang waters.

Arctic Loon ~ there have been a few observations on salt
water but, as yYet, no positively documented records in
New Brunswick.

= Common Loon - in New Brunswick this is an uncommon year-

round resident on salt water; nests uncommonly on inland
waters.

¥ellow-billed Loon -
should be looked forS

Brunswick this is an uncommon
on salt water; it is rare as a

Lat

£.

not recorded in New Brunswick but

SDTES -

immature

(]

(b) adult in winter

throated Loon T
ow-billed Loon

Arctic Loon 3. Common Loon
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- o s By, SR e b Rl Vieh

Loons show no sexual dimorphism in plumage, but females are
generally smaller than the males. The alternate Plumages of all
four species are easily identified (see standard field guides).
The period of greatest challenge in identifying loons is from
October to March when all birds are in plainer juvenal or basic
Plumages.

Field marks of greatest importance in identifying loons
are: bill size, shape, and colour, angle of tilt at which bill
is held; head color and pattern; back color and pattern; and
flank color.

Immature loons of all species can be distinguished from
the adults by the variously shaped Subterminal bands of buff or
gray on the back and scapular feathers which, in total, form a
barred, scaled or marbled pattern on the upper parts. Also,

immature loons have brown rather than reddish eyes.

achieve their definitive basic Plumage and 3 years to complete
the full breeding pPlumage (the Red-throated Loon is able to do
this in 1% years and 2 years respectively). Between the juvenal

Plumages known as Basic I and Basic II. The winter adults in
their definitive basic plumages can be identified as follows:

Red-Throated Loon: length 53-69 ecm or 21=27 in.

- bill is slender ang uptilted at an angle of about 20°,

- upperparts are brownish-gray and finely spotted with white,

- usually rides low down in the water (can be confused at a
distance with an immature cormorant),

= can take flight without a running start.

Arctic Loon: length 58-73 cm or 23 to0.29 in.
- whitish flank patch distinguishes it from all other loons,
- dagger-like bill is slender, gray with a blackish ridge
(culmen) and is held horizontally, 1
- feathers in front of the eye are dark brown without white spots.

Common Loon: length 61-91 cm or 24~36 in.
- dagger-like bill is robust, grayish in winter and always has
a black ridge (culmen),
- bill held horizontally,
-~ feathers in front of the eye have fine white spots giving the
appearance of an eye-ring,
- usually rides high in the water.

Yellow-billed Loon: length 76-91 cm or 30-~36 in.
= the bill is robust and is always ivory white or yellowish with
a pale ridge (culmen)
- head much paler than Common Loon with a small, dark, rounded ear
patch behind and slightly lower than the eye.
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1
Cicindela repanda
>
)
1al
BEETLES
: ¥y: Cicindelidae
Whe
¥ An appropriately named group of ground-dwelling beetles,
iser Beetles are fast running, predaceous animals with large
powerful biting mouthparts; they hunt, capture prey by pouncing,
)8 devour any living creature of suitable size. Intrldght of
tEeir behaviour, the possibility that their common name refers
o ®he black and yellow pattern seen on some species seems un-
[S%ely. They characteristically stand at a definite angle, with
(#8eir heads up and their jaws forward, their long legs raising
1 $8em off the ground to such an extent that their shadows are
pots. Lften more conspicuous than the insects themselves. Colours
rasge from a dull brown to iridescent purples and greens, often
with 2 characteristic pattern of light markings on the elytra
s

{Bardened fore wings).

The adults average 15 mm long and are sun-loving, diurnal
he imsects which generally inhabit sparsely vegetated areas such as
feaches, sand dunes, clay banks, and even forest roads. Their
Sistribution appears to be a reflection of their marked habitat
specificity, which is intimately associated with soil structure.
2= fact, even though the adults are active fliers, the family as

ith 2 whole is grouped amongst the subterranean insects. The beauti-
#ul red and green Cicindela limbalis restricts itself to clay
1 ear soils on steep banks; a small colony exists on the hillside of
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Nature News

the
ms to ' ;
wood - SUMMER 1983
Lo-
& David S. Christie
inks
nce Follewing a cool, wet, late spring, the summer was warm and
his zather dry, ideal weather for naturalists to enjoy outdoor acti-
G it;es and for birds to raise their young. Sea water reached
armer temperatures than usual, apparently affecting the dis-
=d . --ihutioh of marine life, including whales, and causing lobsters
nale. the Bay of Fundy to moult earlier than normal (Marina Collins).
P unti® :
rval als
Lberna- ¥
feet In the outer Bay of Fundy, whales did not arrive at the
'S - laces-ahd times we have come to expect them in recent years.
Xtreme= ] much sought Right Whales were hard to find off Grand Manan
. neat lvliie-s observers = v.o0.). Writing in Sunbury Notes (No. 32,
ards, ®. 1-3, 22 sept., 1983), 'newsletter of Sunbury Shores Arts and
alks = tire Centre, Peter Watts reports that few Harbour Porpoises
r éiose to the mainland coast this summer and that Fin and
to be ack Whales were late coming into the bay. He also notes the
leases __ unusual occurrence of a nursery pod of Pilot Whales, about
i @ozen adults, most accompanied by a calf, south of The Wolves,
"'iiﬂl as about 30 White-sided Dolphins off the east coast of
to Ihnan (=GM) . Those high-jumping dolphins mostly stay well
on is bay, such as on Northeast Bank about 35 miles south
stand lﬂ.ﬁ‘ Manan, where there were at least 300 in mid-August (Jim
of _ Humpback Whales were common on Northeast Bank then and,
e soil = August followed large schools of Herring along the eastern
means £ Grand Manan, where one became trapped in a weir at White
';Owa fer several days at the end of the month (Mary Lou Campbell
ne pw =7 :
w the = "_‘7—_1.1
nd of
ate
t the warm water temperatures apparently resulted in a few
arwaters at the mouth of the Bay of Fundy in late
{ Norman Famous, in Guillemot). I haven't got more details
swick, urrence of this species, which is not firmly on the
at., :E &w Brunswick birds. Famous also saw scattered Northern
9 nd estimated over 100,000 Wilson's Storm=-Petrels in the
very +» some of them in flocks of up to 15,000 birds. A Poma-
i Fi- * was seen from the Digby ferry June 28 (Roy John, in
7 ¥=211 Flyer) and another off Grand Manan in mid- -August
Ficity T Skuas were reported in the lower Bay of Fundy August

§fide Famous).
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Two reports this summer em
ful when identzfying species far
American visitor reported a
Fundy National Park July 10
Vermilion Flycatcher at Par

® should be care
)rmal range. An
f Warbler at

S identified a
¥, August 27.

While it did resemble a
warbler was different in a
believe that it was a hybrid,
an American Redstart with some
and-White. It was studied
for close examination in the I
to determine what the other ¢
Talifipce et al)

It was moult«and bﬁha
of a Vermilion Flycatcher.
to olive green on the upper; ng red beneath
and was sallying forth, f : insects from
the top of a dead elm. a ] Er all the pos-
sibilities produced by mou: ; forth, so it's
wise to be cautious with ‘ . these two
cases, the original obserwve the birds
were high up in tréetebhs.

8 Gray, the
leading us to
cbreeding of
haps a Black-
not be captured
¥ helped a lot
Walker, Eric

(W

appearance
had changed

Readers may recall B Miscou Island
in 1981. This year, one Bay South

June 9 (Mike Malong & T.'f , BEsS are ‘
re-appearing as summer hi s in &nd have recent
been found nesting in M (Gu: & were a few
breeding pairs in the Ba )} years ago.
More recently, they have ® winter,with
most summer records on t ihore of the
province. Double-creste urishing and
the birds are being seen e " well inland,
such as up the Kennebec t« Bugust (DSC)
and on the Miramichi n @& Brown).

On Manawagonish Islan Ers now nest
on the ground because lled by the
excrement of an increas itle) .

A number of Snowy
sewage lagoon June 12 (M.
June 18 (Brian Dalzell),
Wilson) and two at
(Pr1l) .. A LitEls B
the last week of Augu
good spring flight oﬁ,
(Ted Sears). There\=
for Black-crowned
Passage (Famous,;
an adult was feedin

Hampton

get River

& 23 (Jim

) June 26
EBarbour in
dast of the
June 8
ting areas

2ol

v %n Weir).




iene of KNP during June with a maximum of four on the 27th
211) . Another was at Saints Rest Marsh, Saint John, June 13

Gadwalls were seen regularly in ponds on the northern

be care-

E;t #n ilson). Two pairs of scaup, believed to be Greater, stayed
= Oromocto Lake throughout July (Harold Hatheway), a female
& el =fflehead arrived very early at Long Pond, G M, Aug. 27 (Dalzell)
2 22 two were at Rose Brook, eastern Saint John County, June 18
bis t:vnrinﬁéley). while a male Ruddy Duck was on the Sackville
. rage lagoon Aug. 13 (DSC et al). A variety of duck breeding
ords reported this summer included a female Hooded Merganser
gl:fk £h he?® brood of seven half-grown young at Woodstock July 16
———_c__.-_ 3 .lzal.—-llc
iptured :
lE:iiOt An adult female Cooper's Hawk, carrying prey, flew across
Pickwauket Road near Hampton July 29 (Weir). a subsequent
E ch for a nest, or even the bird, was unproductive. The
ance poper*s is probably very rare in New Brunswick but similarity
anged ® Sharp-shinned Hawks and immature Goshawks complicates its
beneath, Entification. a Pair of American Kestrels nested at Bancroft
om ‘ Rt, the first ones Brian Dalzell has noted breeding on Grand

> pos- Eman in the last ten years, and a Merlin remained all summer

it's found Mary's Point, near Harvey, Albert County (DSC et a1y,
70 of the three young Peregrine Falcons released at Fundy Park
rds fently made the transition from hacking box to the wild
.3 =sfully. One of them surprised eéveryone by appearing
(oSS the bay at the Peregrine release site at Cape D'O¥; N.8,
sland ,{;~.;Ihqﬂ1ey). An adult Peregrine was harrying shorebirds
h Bouad Shepody Bay in July and August, appearing at both the
jesnde Anse and Mary's Point roosts (Peter Hicklin et al.).
recentl]; WSERer sdult was hunting the shore at Pocologan June 28-29
=W ) 2 ¥S M. Day, fide R. Walker).
s -
ith ;hﬁ \BOth Parks Canada, at KNP, and the Canadian Wildlife
e PEERlee, in northeastern New Brunswick, conducted surveys of
nd ;y;ﬂggggglpopulations this summer. Casual reports (Eric

nd, J-r._nqgljruce Johnson, respectively) indicate that this
SC) EmTEsrened species" is doing quite well in some areas. Use
PENERedr mesting beaches by all-terrain vehicles and bathers
est - P EEEious menace to the plovers. The well-known Upland
the i_) - colony at the junction of Routes 2 and 112, near

' ¥+ was mentioned by a number of pPeople. Brian Dalzell

‘least six pairs there June 19, while a bit farther east

if-?ﬁﬂxforming at Indian Mountain June 27 and 30 (Ruth Rogers).

Srant turned up at Castalia Aug. 24-25 (Ken Edwards)

3 (Wilson). Willets, slowly spreading along Northum-
SErait, have reached Buctouche Bar where five were seen
f¥ull and Harry Beach). One Willet wandered up to KNP,

he L& _rﬁ park record, Aug. 23 (EaTTy .

=g 4{ shorebird migration got underway quite early when

28:e28 Dowitchers, Least Sandpipers and Greater and Lesser
’ 88 were reported at a number of locations June 27 to

| BN ). One dowitcher appeared at KNP June 23 (Tull).
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g o
>ad Marsh Aug. 22-29 (Wilson and many others) and one
ing rﬁrning ants at North Head Aug. 27 (Dalzell). A
§ £itting the description of a Black Skimmer was seen by
fon Bagley (fide Pearce) in the Grand Manan Channel about the
-‘iﬁmu beginning of August. Occurrence of skimmers in
runsw. has usually been associated with the passage of
Vernon also notes having seen one flying along with
lo ®mandible in the water, years ago between Grand Manan
achias Seal Island.
.
Doves are doing well in most settled areas of the
s, " Wen were at Dorothy Sleep's bird feeder in Fredericton
20-20"" The first of what was to become a big ‘fall- £¥ight
Weilow-billed Cuckoos was seern at the Anchorage Park during
BBg. 58 C.N.F: trip to Grand Manan (Dalzell). ' Common
awk iigration was reported by several observers Aug. 1l1-28,
§ 2 " constant stream” between Newcastle and Buctouche
28 (55 counted in one mile - Johnston), 200 to 300 feeding
SeErmine ants at Greendale, Saint John, Aug. 14 (Shirley

TSET L &nd 130, also after ants, at North Head Aug. 27

-
" BSessal was an adult Red-headed Woodpecker near Eel Lake,
,{,Qipun. June 20 (Dalzell). At Mercury Island, on the

EmIgRl., Marge Brown saw both species of three-toed woodpeckers,

Merthern) Three-toed June 20 and Black-backs nesting in July.
: —

_ Eastern Kingbirds were conspicuous throughout the summer

h pecially during migration in August, when Brian Dalzell saw

£ Morth Head on the 27th. A Western Kingbird was at Machias
pairs Vﬁﬂ)”f: Aug. 6 and the second provincial record of Willow
ated £ {the "fitz-bew" Traill's) was a bird at Turtle Creek
scently }Fh by Dalzell).
[ e ®o8ne Gray Jays appeared at Wilma Miller's feeder at Nictau

g 3% Two oddly coloured Common Ravens have been seen at
cton WBFEins, a chocolate-coloured bird for the past year and one
nts _,bl!'fhite primaries during the last week of July (Sears).

~

‘§;’4 i rf"é;f'r-wrens seem to have recovered from the effects of hard
ult k ' their wintering grounds a few years ago, if we can

® &% 30 recorded on the Grand Manan Breeding Bird Survey
14 “l'i[ @nd my general impressions in Albert County. A House
11 } 28 seen at North Head Aug. 25 (Nora and Gerald Losey, fide
— PEERS 8 very rare visitor was a well-described Northern

E ;+Lt Silver Falls, Saint John, Aug. 16 (Mrs. Gordon Chittick).

) @rs Slusbirds were reported in four areas; an adult with three

E-t_:_L_‘.’. ﬂ!'thipman June 11 (Dalzell), four immatures at Elgin
(fide ., 28 £1son and Johnston), a male and two immatures near Water-
3 BB 30 (R. Walker), and two adults with two juveniles at
'::Y SEEiE Sept. 9 (Harriet Folkins and Margaret Broomhead).
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Double nestings

ﬁour young

- Fredericton,

from the

; was raised
Walker) .

but six

), one at

I Sinclair) ,

. two at

{Tingley)

Northern Mockingbirds continu
were reported in three areas. 1Im |
fledged June 25 and three more A
a first nest was abandoned but
second (Pearce). At Harvey,
in the first nest and four eggs
Brown Thrashers are less canméw
reports are at hand: one at
Goose River, also in Fundy Pazhy ‘
one at West River, east of Alma,‘,
Cap-St.-Louis, KNP (Tull), on
and one at Gagetown Aug. 17 (

hin small

numbers where there is suitab abit . were located
in the Hampton area (Wilson), : em feeding two
flightless young July 19 (1 o} ted singing
near Doaktown (Brown), at Ric f) and at
Bartibog Bridge June 23 (Dal | reported

& (Dalzell),
1.) and a
6. Garratt,

were an immature Prairie at P
a Prothonotary at North Head
Connecticut at Ashburton Head, Gra
fide Dalzell). R

A Northern Cardlnal - rar  New
Brunswick, was seen for_a gﬁ rou sp-des-
Caissie (Mr. Caissie, fide . iings were
found breeding in two area : airs along

the Pickwauket Road tW1lso q e Uelr found
a nest containing two yoq nly ‘idge were
carrying food to the neat.@%‘ £ scovered

tipped over on the 13th"€ B Ht{ Towhee

paid a brief visit to Art Callagh jish June 12.
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News in the insect world is the rapid spread of the Ringlet
butterfly Coenonympha inornata inornata (not the subspecies
nipisiquit which Is found only at Bathurst). I found it on the
Restigouche River in 1978 and Tony Thomas later found it at
Bathurst and two or three years ago at Fredericton. This summer
Chris Majka reported them in Queens County. A similar southward
extension is occurring in the State of Maine where there is
indication of an unusual second generation emerging in late
August and early September. The main flight is in late June and
early July. Please check your butterfly guides and report when
the Ringlets reach your area.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT, 1983-4

This year a Christmas Bird Count should be conducted on

one calendar day during the period December 17, 1983

through January 2, 1984. To participate in an established
count, contact the compiler as listed in the N. B. Naturalist
Volume 12, Number 1, pages 24 to 28. A new count in the
Minto-Chipman area is being organized by Lionel Girouard

and Vincent Poirier of Minto. For information on
establishing a new count, contact pavid Christie, R. R. 2,
AlpeEre, N. B. EOA 1AO

%

CORRECTION

In the report on the meeting of the NBFN Board of
Directors of 27 February 1983 (N. B. Naturalist 12:(2) 295} ;
the false impression may have been given that CWS is
planning to produce a series of pamphlets on different
aspects of the natural history of New Brunswick. In

fact, the only involvement by CWS will be preparation

of a birdwatching guide to the province. It is hoped

that it will be produced by N. B. Tourism and suggested
that it could be a prototype for a series on other

natural history topics.

Peter Pearce,
CWS Fredericton
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in 1881 and perhaps this was the same population found by Robb.
In Charlotte County, James Vrxoom collected it in 1886 at Saint
James and W. F. Ganong found it along the Digdeguash River in
1887. '

The Pale Gentian had not been seen in the province for
60 years until I found a population this summer (1983) growing
along a roadside rill near Waweig in Charlotte County. This
was an especially lucky day because a few steps away, I also
found a 10 dollar bill on the roadside! So you see, it really
pays to WALK, WALK, WALK. I had passed that same roadside many
times, and had even stopped nearby to botanize, but I really
had not walked.

If you want to see more of our marvelously varied wild-
life then your chances are immeasurably increased by getting
out and walking. Walk old logging roads, back roads of all
kinds, railroad tracks, trails, and do some bushwacking across
the country. Only then will you be able. to spot these elusive
rarities.

The following key will help you separate our New
Brunswick gentians.

KEY TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF NEW BRUNSWICK GENTIANS

la: Flowers open, small (10~-15 mm long), the
corolla lobes acute, simple, without plaits,
folds or smaller alternating lobes, and
CHOOSE " ” +
EITHER minutely fringed w1Fhin the throat.
la OR 1b Felwort (Gentianella amarella)
lb. Flowers closed, larger (25-40 mm long),
the corolla lobes alternating with plaits
and smaller lobes and unfringed within
the throat
o ofa B0 EO; 2

2o, Middle and upper leaves with rounded or
heart-shaped bases (1.5-3 cm broad)s;
CHOOSE corolla lobes acute, 3-5 mm longer than
EITHER the plaits; flowers pale blue to nearly
2a OR 2b white. ‘

Pale Gentian (Gentiana rubricaulis)

2b. Middle and upper leaves all narrowed to
base (0.3 - 1.5 cm broad); corolla lobes
rounded or broadly obtuse, 1-2 mm longer

than plaits; flowers mostly bright blue.
Closed Gentian (Gentiana linearis)

1197 K
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ook Reviews

tario Birds. A semi-annual journal edited by Chip and Linda
seloh and published by Ontario Field Ornithologists, P.0O. Box

04, Station B, Burlington, Ontario, L79 359. Membership fee:
0.00 per vyear.

viewed by David S. Christie.

The first issue (April 1983) of Ontario Birds is a taste-
1lly designed and well edited 40 pages (14 x 21 ecm), illustrated
ith several black and white photos and line drawings. Although
imarily of interest in Ontario, the articles on identification
in this issue, shrikes) and behaviour (probable nest construction

Great Horned Owls; Boreal Owl feeding on flying squirrels;
epuscular fall flight of woodcock; a notable migration of
mmingbirds) are of considerably wider interest. Other subjects
ncluded are notes on the establishment of the publishing organi-
ation, 1982 report of the Ontario Bird Records Committee, dis-
ributional records, a birdwatching guide to a woodlot, a local
ibliography, a book review and announcements of coming events.

recommend this new journal to anyone with a strong interest in
he birds of eastern Canada.

]

* %k %

pmmon and botanical names of weeds in Canada. By Jack F. Alex,
ichard Cayouette and Gerald A. Mulligan. Agriculture Canada
ublication 1397.. '1980. ‘132 pp.""86.95.

eviewed by Molly Smith, Past President, Saint John Naturalists
lub.

If you were one of those who received and enjoyed A Book of
ists for Christmas several years ago, then this bilingual re-

ision (1980) of common and botanical names of weeds may be for
ou.

It replaces the 1969 Department of Agriculture Common and
otanical names of weeds in Canada and the 1964 Noms des mauvaises
erbes du Quebec from Agriculture Quebec (expanded and revised
971 and 1975) with a single volume. Intended for use by those
ngaged in writing technical or non-technical material relating
o weeds or involved in the labelling of herbicides, its aim is
o impose conformity of common names in French and English across
anada and thereby reduce confusion. Preference appears to be
iven to those common names in French and English which are di-
ect translations of latin taxons. It may well be that these do
ndeed have greatest usage across the country, but some seem un-
amiliar in this region. For example, though there are two forms
f cross-reference used in the alphabetical list of English
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ennings, D.T. and H.S. Crawford. 1983. Pine Siskin preys on
€gg masses of Spruce Budworm (Choristoneura fumiferana;
Lepidoptera: Tortricidae). Canadian Entomologist 115 (4) :
439-440 (Observations 4in Maine buf obviously applicable %o
New Brunswick. )

altois, P.M. and E.A. Ouellet. 1983. Helminth parasites of
Snowshoe Hare, Lepus americanus in New Brunswick. Le
Naturaliste Canadien 110(1) : 103=105.

cAlpine, D.F. 1982. Map surveys of New Brunswick Solution
Caves. Canadian Caver 14: 26311,

eeves, R, 1982. What hope for the North Atlantic Right Whales?
Oryx 16(3): 255-262 (Summarizes status of Bay of Fundy
Right Whales. )

igby, M.D.+ 1982. Clutch-=size and prefledgiing survival in Red-
winged Blackbirds at Williamstown Lake, New Brunswick.
Wilson Bulletiq 94 (4) : 569-571.

atson, A.P. and D.E. Gaskin. 1983. Observations on the ventila-
tion cycle of the Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena (L.)
in the coastal waters of the Bay of Fundy. Canadian Journal
of Zoology 61(1): 126-132. (Woxk cartiied ouf at Deen Tsland,
New Brunswick, )

arwick, S.I. and R.D:. Sweet. 1983. The biology of Canadian
Weeds 58. Galinsoga parviflora and G. guadriradiata (G.
ciliata). Canadian Journal Plant Science 63(3): 695-709.
[The Zatten species, the Hainy Galinsoga, cccuns in southenn
New Brunswick. )

hitaker, J.0. Jr. and T.W. French. 1982. Ectoparasites and
other associates of some insectivores and ,rodents from New
Brunswick. Canadian Journal Zoology 60(11) 2787-2793.

(I would be grateful to neceive hrecent nelevant titles
for inclusion in this section from any readens who might
be scanning the Literature on authoning papens.

D.F.M. - Book Review Editon)

DEADLINE FOR NEXT N.B. NATURALIST ... 1 JANUARY, 1984

FOR "NATURE NEWS" ... 1 DECEMBER, 1983
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deports

the centr@ ISSCIAN NATURE FEDERATION ANNUAL MEETING, Donald McAlpine

The Annual General Meeting of the CNP was called to order
=25 p.m. on Friday, August 12 in Crabtree Auditorium on
ampus of Mount Allison University, Sackville. Some 100
Sers and guests were in attendance.

twg sea " A report on the meetings of the CNF French Language

brought 'jﬁx' Committee noted that at this time the CNF will not fol-
2 them. ™ = Bilingual publishing policy with respect to Nature Canada,
een

e Egely due to financial considerations. This decision was
visit- e

o

€ 1slanqA i£ that the CNF should be openly striving to offer bilingual

mbers. e v The CNF bookstore will expand its French offerings,
trels, ¥, and CNF administrators will continue to work in close
colony ration with French groups which have recently received

The Treasurers Report revealed a deficit for the 1982-83

SC2 year of $67,870.00, Principally the result of a decrease
serporate donations due to the economic recession. Member-

ip has continued to rise, however, and grew by over 1,000

BEmbers last year to 19,300. The CNF bookstore showed a healthy
T3t of $12,000.

The members of the new CNF executive committee were elected
2cclamation including New Brunswick's Mary Majka.

£0 undertake a surfey of such activities. Mr. Harold
B. Conservation Council, NBFN) suggested that the

: Members were then treated to an entertaining slide Presen-
Eation by Peggy Heppes, CNF Managing Director, on the activi-
£2es of the CNF Head Office such as membership drives and the
reparation of bromotional material.

Mr. John Willms, CNF President, reported that although

®he CNP occupies a unique place in the Canadian congervation
mowvement, confusion with other environmental groups has occurred
among the public. He stressed the need for new members, the
me=ed for the support and participation of the membership and

X7




"the political value of coalition with groups of similar aim.
A move into the Special General Meeting was called at 4:43
p.m. to consider one by-law amendment and six resolutions.

Briefly these were as follows.

By-law Amendment

By-law read- Quorum: Eight directors shall form a guorum
for the transaction of business at any meeting of the board. By-
law now reads - Eight directors who are resident in at least four
provinces shall form a gquorum for the transaction of business at
any meeting of the board.

Resolutions

(1) CNF urges the Government of Canada to give permanent protec-
tion to the Yukon Territory north of the Porcupine and Bell River

(2) CNF urges the Federal and Provincial Governments to protect
nest sites and undertake research on the endangered Piping Plovel
in those provinces where it nests.

(3) CNF urges the N. B. Government to review the Ecological Re-
serves Act to determine lack of progress in the designation of
reserves, place the management of the reserves under the N. B.
pept. of the Environment and give priority to the protection of
Wilson Brook Gypsum Cliffs. :

(4) CNF urges the N. B. Dept. of Education to put more emphasis
on environmental education in the curriculum. ¢

(5) CNF urges the immediate preparation of a management plan fo
Kouchibouguac National Park.

(6) CNF urges the N. S. Government to remove Chezzacook Salt
Marsh from consideration as a route for trunk highway 107.

All resolutions were passed with little discussion. Last
minute changes in the Piping Plover resolution saw the central
canadian population included along with the Atlantic Coast birds
Some objection was raised to resolution (3) with the suggestion
that N. B. was being singled out unfairly. It was pointed out
that a review of environmental education in schools nation-wide
would be more useful. A last minute motion to this effect was
presented by a Newfoundland delegate and passed unanimously. T
meeting adjourned at &:15 pems

* k k

NATURAL AREAS pROTECTION'WORKSHOP, Atlantic Center for the Envi

"Natural Areas Protection" was the theme of a four-day wor
shop sponsored by the Atlantic Center for the Environment, a di

178



uebec-Labrador Foundation. The conference, which
ﬂniver31ty of Maine at Fort Kent, lasted from
hgh August 24 and drew participants from eastern
'mngland, and as far soutn as Washington, D.C. and
. !ﬂtticipants from New Brunswick included David Christie
*fL' of the New Brunswick Federation of Naturalists;

£ and Cynthia Stacey of the University of New Brunswick;
" ©f the Canadian Wildlife Service; and Steven Woodley
2 gquorum P
board.
least fou srpose of the workshop was to promote an exchange of

i g istics and ideas between representatives from various regions
“g1 countries who are concerned with the wise use of natural
and the protection of unique natural areas.

icipants came from both the private sector and govern-
encies and included biologists, administrators, natura-
#8ucators, and political scientists. Presentations con-
&merican and Canadian national approaches to natural areas
etion and also looked at state and provincial levels of pro-

nt proteeg

O protect
ing Plove

gical Re- f8emes included the identification, acquisition, and manage-
' matural areas, cooperative conservation strategies between

and private sectors, and building public support for
areas.

I» addition to the working sessions, field trips to both
emphasis pessment and privately-owned natural areas were a highlight of
“_7lkshop. 0ld growth forests in New Brunswick and Furbish-
ort sites in Allagash, Maine, provided a first-hand look
matural areas that were the basis of the workshop.  In
ion, there was a full-day field trip to the site of a poten-

7Sa1t f' conservation park along the St. Lawrence River, near Rimouski,

pPlan for

-

Last ’ The workshop is one in a series sponsored by the Atlantic
entral r for the Environment. A connecting theme of this series
st birds, Seen how support for environmental conservation can be devel-
gestion @ iR rural areas. The workshops seek to promote the sound
ed out ssement of natural resources by encouraging inter-regional
n-wide nication, as well as coordination among agencies and organi-
t was sms serving each region.
ly. The * % %

S0ARD OF DIRECTORS, Gayl Hipperson, Secretary

e Envirog

The NBFN Board of Directors met September 17, 1983, at the

Y work-l tw Brunswick Museum, Saint John.

a di-
To help defray the cost of printing and mailing N. B.
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t the NBFN membership effectiv
$5.00 student, $10.00 individua
$20.00 or more sustaining

Naturalist, it was recommended tha
January, 1984 be set as follows:
or family, $10.00 library subscription,

The guidelines drawn up by Harry Walker for use of the
Scholarship Fund were discussed. It was decided to create from
the fund a prize of $50.00 to be awarded annually for the best
piece of semi—popular-writing in the natural history field pub-
lished in N. B. Naturalist. The award, to be called the George
Stirrett Memorial Prize for Natural History Writing, was seen to
be a fitting tribute to a man dedicated to natural history intef

pretation.

As a further use of the Scholarship Fund, David Christie was
appointed to devise a selection procedure whereby a deserving
young naturalist might be sent by the Federation to a nature camp
It was moved by the Board that in recognition of his years of
volunteer service to the Natural Sciences Department of the New
Brunswick Museum, his long-standing support of the NBFN, and his
active participation in the Saint John Naturalists' Club, Arthux
(Cal) Callaghan of Musguash be presented Honourary i
in the New Brunswick Federation of Naturalists.

EE R

NBFN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Harry Walker

The NBFN's annual meeting was held at +he New Brunswick Mu-—
seum in Saint John from September 16 to 18. My wife Winnie and

attended.

h work is involved in preparing for suc
is in order to the Saint John Club and
taff for organizing and conducting

Wwe recognize that muc
an event, and a thank-you
to the New Brunswick Museum S
this interesting and informative meeting.

Besides taking part in the scheduled events, there was, of

course, the added bonus of meeting old friends and making the
acquaintance of new ones.

Most of you, like myself, are not biologists. We do not eal

our bread and butter from the study of nature. We simply enjoy
nature as a diversion from our regular line of work. However,
this enjoyment is enriched when we realize that our observations
are a valuable contribution to the scientific community, and this
point was brought out by a number of speakers at the meeting.
For instance, the New Brunswick Museum collects and keeps infors
mation from people like you and me. This information is then
made available to others, and is often useful to people who are
involved in scientific studies of one kind or another. ASs Peter

180



earce pointed out, we amateurs have made especially valuable
ontributions to the science of ornithology through such acti-
yities as Christmas Bird Counts, Nest Record Schemes, and indi-
yidual observations.

To top off the weekend, Winnie and I saw two new species
bf bird during one of the field trips - the Green-backed Heron
and the Marbled Godwit. The Green-backed Heron might not be
barticularly unusual to a Saint John bird watcher, but for a
ouple of Miramichiers, it was a first.

I heard some disappointment expressed at the turn-out at
he meeting; but, without counting heads, there appeared to
pe about the usual number for an annual meeting. The number
bresent is not necessarily the best indicator of its worth.

thought that it was a very good meeting. I am glad that I
ttended and I hope to see you at the next one!
* % %

iIBFN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Gayl Hipperson, Secretary

The Annual General Meeting was held Saturday, September 17
tt the New Brunswick Museum, Saint John, with 29 people in
bttendance.

The Treasurer's report to September 16, 1983, showed a
balance of $1072.13 in the current account and $816.06 in the
tcholarship fund for a total of $1888.19. The Federation had
62 paid members, 8 library subscriptions and 1 student member-
thip.

A motion of thanks was made to the New Brunswick Museum
or its support of N. B, Natiuralist.

Business of the Board of Directors' meeting was presented
o the membership:

- The fee structure recommended by the Board was approved.

- The establishment of the George Stirrett Memorial Prize
for Natural History writing was announced.

- Cal Callaghan accepted Honorary Life Membership in the
NBFN to hearty applause from friends and fellow
naturalists.

The President reported on a very successful hosting of
he Canadian Nature Federation conference in Sackville, reading
he warm thanks of CNF Managing Director Peggy Heppes. The
resident was relieved to announce that the Provincial Bird
ampaign had at last been brought to fruition at the CNF Con-
erence, where the Lieutenant Governor himself had made the
fficial proclamation.
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‘The membership passed a special vote of thanks to Mary
Majka and David Christie and all those who had helped in so
many ways to make the Sackville meetings, field trips, and
social events something the Federation can truly remember with
pride.

The Nominating Committee presented its slate of officers
for the upcoming year:

President - Mary Majka
Vice President - Gayl Hipperson
Secretary - Stephen Clayden
Treasurer - Dave Smith

With no nominations from the floor, the slate was adopted as
read.

Stu Tingley, contracted by the Canadian Wildlife Service
to produce a bird-finding guide te New Brunswick, reported the
manuscript was nearing completion and a publisher was being
sought.

A concern was expressed that N. B. Naturalist exert more
of an effort to reach the French Community, perhaps by appoint-
ing a French Editor and striving to increase the French language
content.

The President announced future plans for the Federation
to work co-operatively with the Environmental Council in the
areas of Ecological Reserves and environmental education, and
to continue its involvement in the debate over restricted access
to Machias Seal Island.
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lub News

LASTER ROCK AREA, Wilma Miller, Director-at-large

The Canadian Nature Federation pre-conference trip to Bathurst
ke and the climb up Mount Carleton was enjoyed by 16 people from
lorida, Illinois, Ontario, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. The
eather co-operated and we all shared in Preparing the meals and
lean-up. This left lots of time for hiking the trails and
anoeing on the lake. We observed 36 species of birds, with

rlene Stone getting the prize for the most Seen.

The evenings were spent viewing slides on forestry in the
ea with commentary by Bob Clarke of Edmundston, plus bird slides

Park Ranger Rudi Richter, and general nature slides by Fred
ibe of Andover.

Our canoe trip and picnic lunch at Pine Point was a high-
ight; we saw deer, beaver, moose and osprey.

Would you care to join wus on another trip July 19842 Please
t us know by the end of this year as arrangements have to be
de early. Call or write: Wilma Miller

Plaster Rock, R. R. Fl3 Wie B EOJ 1WwWO
Telephone Number 506-356-2409

OUTHWEST NEW BRUNSWICK, Daryl Linton, Director-at-large

As there is no federated NBFN Club in Charlotte County, I shall
deavour to provide some news from observations in the area. The
ther wet spring (and a possible insect predator) seemed to retard
e tent caterpillar infestation, although the rather dry summer
aced a stress on some trees resulting in poor foliation in July.
me trees never recovered their leaves fully. The Chairman for
vironmental Concerns of the Schoodic Chapter of the Maine Audubon
ciety stated that he was concerned over the use of the herbicide
eldpar" by blueberry growers in that it might reduce edge habitat
r songbirds. This product is widely used by blueberry producers
New Brunswick and Maine. The herbicide's function g to kill

t all vegetation leaving only blueberry bushes.

On a different vein, Yellow-rumped Warblers were abundant
late September and early October, and seemed to be in many
as not normally frequented by them in summer - yards, lawns and
d piles. They also were very tame. I came upon a tail-less
ividual one rainy evening roosting on a horse manure pile (pos-
ly attracted by the heat). It appeared to be hypoventilating
its feathers were puffed out. Other birds, such as kinglets

juncoes, have been seen in our woods in larger than usual num-
8; Eoe.
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KENNEBECASIS NATURALISTS' SOCIETY, Harriet Folkins

The highlight of our Club's activities was an excursion to
Martin Head. Six vehicles transported us and our rain gear down
eéver-narrowing and rutted roads for a day-long exploration of the
island.

Last fall we hiked on the Shaded Maple Trail and enjoyed,
after our pot-luck supper, the numerous deer gathered around the
apple trees. Members also took part in the Great Coastal Hike i
from Point Wolfe to the swimming pool in Fundy National Park.

We had an outing to the Hammond River Area to look for spring
warblers, and a trip to the Game Farm at Magnetic Hill gave every-
one an eyeball-to-eyeball view of all kinds of birds and animals.
The Club accepted invitations to a lodge on Pleasant Lake and a
cottage on the Belleisle Bay, where we anjoyed some boating and

@ corn boil. Featured speakers at our meetings were Michael
Burzynski, who visited on two occasions to tell us about Fundy
Park and the Peregrine Falcon and Atlantic Salmon experiments
being conducted thgre, and Mary Majka and David Christie, who
bresented a program on whales in the Bay of Fundy.

SAINT JOHN NATURALISTS' CLUB, Isabel LeBlanc

The Saint John Naturalists' Club was formed in May 1962;
membership now stands at 150. Meetings are held the second Wed-
nesday of each month, September through May, at the New Brunswick
Museum.

The major undertaking for the club so far this season was the
hosting of the NBFN Annual Meeting held at the Museum September
16 to.l8. The conference was an unqualified success and enjoyed
by all who attended. Some of the credit must go to our social
convenors Nancy Page and Betty McAlpine who provided delicious
food for receptions and meals. i

The speaker for the first fall meeting in September was world-
traveller and photographer extraordinaire, our own club member Kit
Graham, who gave an illustrated talk on his recent trip to the
Galapagos Islands. Michael Burzynski from Fundy National Park was
speaker at our October meeting, with an interesting account of his
hiking trip over the rugged country along the Bay of Fundy from
Martin Head to Goose River.

Club outings included a visit to historic Caton's Island in
the St. John River, and our annual favorite to Deer Island.
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FOR CHRISTMAS

Why not give the gift that lasts all year? N. B. Naturalist

for Christmas, yours for a friend with $10.00 gift membership in
the NBFN.

Perfect for Christmas, too, is the "Estuary Wildlife"
limited edition linocut by Bob Percival featured on the cover

of the last issue of N. B. Naturalist. With 20% of the $50.00

purchase price going to the NBFN, you can give an attractive
work of art and support the Federation at the same time,
Finally, for your Santa List, the Federation has purchased

a limited number of W. A. Squires' Birds of New Brunswick and

is selling them for half the bookstore price: $3.00 plus §.75
postage. The books are imperceptibly water-damaged, in no way
detracting from their usefulness. A welcome gift for any New
Brunswick birder.

Books, artwork, and gift subscriptions are all available
from Dave Smith, 149 Douglas Avenue, Saint John, N. B. E2K 1ES.
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GIFT SUBSCRIPTION
N. B. Naturalist, 1984

Please send four issues of N. B. Naturalist to:

NAME :

ADDRESS:

POSTAL CODE

From (a card with your name will accompany the first gift issue
in March)

NAME :

ADDRESS:

Mail to Dave Smith, 149 Douglas Avenue, Saint John, N.B. E2K 1ES
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POUR NOEL

Pourquoi ne pas offrir un cadeau qui sera apprécié plus d'une

fois au cours de 1'année? Un abonnement 4 1a revue Le Naturaliste

du N.-B. offert & No&l vous cofitera $10.00 et sera accompagné d'une

carte de membre de la FNNB.

‘Egalement un excellent choix de cadeau de No#l serait la lino-
gravure "Estuary Wildlife" (Faune des estuaires) & tirage limité par
Bob Percival qui apparait sur la couverture du dernier numéro du

Naturaliste du N.-B. Vous avez ainsi 1'occasion d'offrir une attra-

yante oeuvre d'art en plus d'aider 4 la Fédération puisque 20% du

$50.00 que vous payerez ira 3 la FNNB.

Enfin, sur la liste destiné au P&re No#l, la Fédération a placé
un nombre limité& de livres "Birds of New Brunswick'" par W.A. Squires
qu'elle s'est procurés pour vous. Elle les vend pour la moitié du
prix de librairie, soit $3.00, plus 75¢ pour les frais d'expédition.
Les livres sont trés légé@rement endommagés par 1'eau, mais on ne peut
presque pas s'en apercevoir. Ils gardent donc leur pleine valeur et
leur utilité&. Un cadeau qui sera fort aprécié des ornithologues de
tous crins du Nouveau-Brunswick.

Vous pouvez vous procurer les livres, les oeuvres d'art et les

abonnements-cadeaux en vous adressant i Dave Smith, 149, avenue

Douglas, Saint-Jean, N.-B., E2K 1E5,

ABONNEMENT-CADEAU
Le Naturaliste du N.-B., 1984

Veuillez envoyer quatre numéros du Naturaliste du N.-B. a:

Nom:

Adresse:

Code postal

Hommage (Une carte portant votre nom accompagnera le premier numéro-
cadeau en mars)

Nom:

Adresse:

Envoyez &: Dave Smith, 149, avenue Douglas, Saint-Jean, N.-B., E2K 1ES
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