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Fifth Annual General leeting

The federation's fifth snnual meeting was held in St. Andrews, based at the
Sunbury Shores Arts and Nature Centre. K.H. Deichmann, D.S. Christie and Tom Noffatt have
summarized most of the formal activities as follows:-

Chamcook Mountain - Aug.26

On Friday afterncon e trip to Chamcook Mountain was led by Henrik Deichmann. 20
people participated in the easy hike to the top of the mountain, 550 feet above sea level.
We passed through 2 fire origin forest, then older growth near the top. llost of the
typical tree species possible in southwestern New Brunswick were found, as well as a number
of herbs. On the summit we noted names in the rock dating from as far back as 1830. A
highlight was the spotting of a Cooper's Hawk (probably 2 ). Four members of the Canadian
Nature Federation tour joined the outing. (We gained access to the mountain due to
special permission from Mr. Brewin, owner of Rossmount Inn), - KHD

Introduction to the Th - ine Life of Pass Bay = Aug.26
Dr. David Scarratt introduced the topic by giving an overvisw of the physical
characteristics and some of ths peculiarities of the Bay of Fundy.

In winter there is limited circulation as northwest winds cut across the bay.
In summer southwest winds blow along the length of the bay introducing plankton enriched
waters from the Gulf of Haine to the general counter clockwise circulation pattern. In
summer, water temperatures are generally 11-12%, rieing to 18-20°C in Minas Basin.
Passamaquoddy Bay has a unique circulation system of its own.

At the head of the bay the water is too laden with silt to permit development
of the classic food chain based on plant plankton., Light penetration in the water is
too restricted to permit large amounts of plankton to develop, In the Passamaquoddy
where the water is not silt laden, the turbulence and temperature changes are too great
to allow maximum plankton production. In both cases, there is a modified system based
largely on the productivity of intertidal sesweed beds. Masses of rockweeds exposed to
the sun on broad expsnses of intertidal rock are efficient primary preducers. idch of the
energy they capture is exported from the intertidal region to the surrounding waters.
At the head of tho bay on hot days microscopic algae multiply rapidly and cover the mud
flats with a greenish-orange bloom which is swept up by the rising tides to nourish many
tiny animals.

In the Bay of Fundy, the herring fishery is s six to seven million dollars per
year industry for 1000 fishermen and an additional 2000 people engaged in processing.

The Nova Scotia stock herring fry are carried up the bay in winter. There is not
much to eat at thet time, but there isn't much to eat them either! Then in early spring
as the circulztion patterns shift due to the change in wind patterns, they come into the
Maces Bay area, just as the rich seasonal upwelling of planktonic food begins.

Clams do not have large populations at the head of the bay because changing
cediments smother or expose them and in thelr mature state they are unable to accommodate
these changes. Shrimp populations vary greatly from season to seascn., Shad and Gaspereau
are important in nutrient cycling. The winter flounder is an important food of the goose-
fish (Lophius). Each estuary seems to have its own population of tomcod. (This could
be an interesting topic for study). There are about 1000 lobster fishermen in the Bay.

The BIG question about tidal power developments and the fishery is how circulation
patterns would be changed at various times of the year. If herring fry movements were
out of synchrony with food and site, their populations could be greatly reduced. Also,
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waat would happen to the famed Digby scallop;if its larvae were not to be circulated
back to the proper area at the time for them to settle to the bottom and begin thoir
adult life,

0il and other petroleum products cause selsctive mortality. (Oil attracts
lobsters, but they don't feed when they get in contact with it; also their flesh becomes
tainted very easily). ! :

Fin whzles fesd in the upwelling areaa, where cuphasids are abundant, Harbour
Seals occur off Grand Menan, Lotete, Maces 3zy, Brier Islands 2nd the Five Islands
Group.

Referenco was made to tha significance of the upper Bay of Fundy tidal mud flats
as a source of fuod, and as a staging arcz for shorchirds., - KHD

Films and Slides - Aug.26 -

Two films worce shonn on Friday evoning, "Forecast for Survival", about the
"Arrow" disaster ot Chedabucte Bay and computer simulations of oil spills in other
Canadian coastal watexrs.and "Still in one Plece Anyway" showing the problems of docking,
unloading and navigating a cuper tanker,

Ton Hoffatt kindly chowed e number of slides of interesting places such as the
Wolves and Head Harbeur 7Jsssage. » KHD

Geology Field Trip « Aug.27 s 5E 6

On Saturdsy morcing Avt Ruitenbezo g2we & chort talk on the geology of the St.
Andrews sroe Telating present structures to past incidents of volcanism, subsidence,
continentzl drift, crosicn, gloclation, ste. There followed a visit to Oak Bay where
myvement 2long a large fault has offset corresparding rock fermatiors by about half a
mile on opposite sides of the bay. At ¥aweig, we examined zn area of intrusive rocks
where diffarent rates of crystallization had resulted in lueps of dark gabbro within
a light granite moss. At that point the trip divided and those who were not otherwise
busy during the afternccn continued with Art towsrds St. George to visit other sites
of interest. (Threo, I think, Bzld Eaglos vare seen by them too)., ~ DSC '

Boat Trir on Pzssamiguaddy Bay = Aug.27

9 Federation mcmbers were able to join with a Canadian Nature Federation tour that
went from the 8. Mndrews wharf to the wastein end of Hond Harbour Passage on Saturday -
merning. The watcr was calmy, ond vader sunny skies we encountered many birds,
particulerly Bonsparies Gulls at the cutermost leg of the trip. Numerous terns in-a
variety of plumages ware sran, and a% lucst on2 Arctic was seen perched demurely on a
velr pole. Scme porpolses were seea broaching.

Thoze was one flock of shalaropes s2an (poszibly 100 birds) mostly Northerns with
ong or two birds thousit o he of the Red species, which are normally well off shore.
A second baeat rip in the afternoor went past' th2 offshore side of Minister's

Islend, and cround Hospital and Hardwood Islands, A similar trip took place Sunday
afterncon. =~ KHD

Edible Wild Plants. Aug.27 .
. Fourteen persons stc thelr way through Saturday morning in the Edible Wild Plant
 session., Under Tem Lsffatits direction ; cpecial emphasis was given to identification /
and preparetion of scashore plants, for the seachors is perhaps St. Andrews most ex=
citing habitat. o '
Glasswort (alias Samphire Greens), Ovach, Seaside Plantain {otherwise known as
Goosetangue greens), €3z Rocket, Ceach Foas, and' Sga Blite wore oach tasted.
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From there students moved on to & second course of Wild Sarsasparilla, Yellow
Birch twigs, and Fireweed tea,

Subseguently the group broke for lunch. - TH

Sam Orx's Pond = Aug.27
On Saturday afterncon Carl Medcof was leader of a field trip to Sam Orr's Pond,

a small pond of sevaral acres located about 14 miles east of Chamcook. It is of ex=
treme interest to naturalists because it receives significant tidal water only during
spring tides. The pond is separated from the bay by two rock sills. Due to this its
salinity and tempersture characteristics are very variasble. At times of neap tides,
its water warms up considerably permitting the spawning of the gquahog enaria

enaris, a population of which the pond supports. It also has very h s
of cEe mud snail Nassarius obsoletus. Unlike in most of Passamaquoddy Bay, marine
eelgrass Zostera marina is a common plant in the pond. The quahog species present in
this pond represents the only population on the New Brunswick shore of the Bay of Fundy.

The thought was expressed by several walk participants thet this site deserves
recognition es a merine ecological reserve, - KHD

Picnic - Aug,27

For supper on Saturday a number of participants gathered at Indian Point to
roast various food around a campfire on the beach. Some of the cooking was a bit burnt
but the king-sized appetites worked up during the day didn't seem to mind, - DSC

Annual Business Heeting = Aug.27

At the federation's business meeting on Saturday evening Henrik Deichmann de-
livered an annual report. The most important matters were that the federation had
applied for incorporation and that charitable crganization status was being sought
from the Dept. of National Revenue. Activities since last year had included moral and
financizl support of the wilderness ares project being undertaken by the Conservation
Council of N.B., construction of an observation blind on ldzchias Seal Island, pre-
santation of briofs on the Pittson eil refinery proposal at £astport (U.S. Environ=
mental Protection Agency), the expansion of Fundy National Park (N.B. Tourism Advisory
Council), on rural resources (Legislature Select Committee on Rural Life), on enviren=
mental goals for New Brunswick (!I.B. Envirsnmental Council), and on the impact of the
Dickie-Lincoln Dam praject (U.S. President and Governor of HMaine), and tho orxganization
of three weekende of outings in addition to the annval mecting. On the matter of
publications the praosident reported that it hed boen docided to discontinua tho News~
letter 2nd proceed only with the Mew Brupswick Natuwalist. He thanked Sunbury Shores
Arts & Nature Centre for hosting the present meeting,

The auditor's report on ths financial balance at Docamber 31, 1976 ($970.77)
was acceptoed and tho treasurer roported thizt 2s of August 26 the federation's funds
stood at $997.29, but several outstanding bills had not baan received. David Samith
was reappointed as auditor. The meeting voted that the board of directors should
increasc the membership fees in order to cover rising costs of services.

The secretary reported that the nominating committee's slate had been elected
by acclamation, namaly:

Presidenta K.H, Deichmann, Alma

Vice-president: Freeman Patterson, Shampors Bluff

Secretery: David Christie; Saint Jobn

Treasurers Brian Tovmsend, Moncton (more recently Albert)

Director-at=- Daryl Linton, Hilltown
lorge:
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The prosident conveyed his sincere thanks to Hinrich Harries, outgoing vice-
president,; and Jip Wilson, outgoing tressurer for their work on behalf of the
federation during the past two and three years.

A northwestern New Brunswick locale (Edmundston, Grand F:lls or Plastor Rock)
was suggestoer for the 1978 annual meeting to be held in sarly summor, since the feder-
ation will be hoovily involved as co~host, with the Prince Edward Island Natural His-
tory Socicty, of the 1978 Coneodien Naturo Federestion meeting to be held in Chorlottotown
during the lattor pert of August, - DSC

On Saturday ovening, following theo snnual meeting, Tom iioffott led an "owl
prowl™, Ve drove up zlong the western shore of Chamcook Lzke. After playing tapes
of Barred Owls calls we reccivod only one weak response. However, after travelling a
fow hundred feet up the railway tracks ond plrying the tapos again, and giving a
great horned owl lmitation, we got » reply from first oac and then 7 second Barred Owl.
In tha bright moonlight, amplified by 2 sporedic flashlight beam we got fair to good
views of the birds, The varioty in tho calls was 2 surprise to most of usj; chuckles,
mews, anc mocking laughing were interspersed with more typical hoots, In all, & truly
ramnrkeble exporicncal! - KHD

Beach Halk = Aug.28

At 7 =40, on Sunday merning Devicd Christie led 7 beach walk st Indian Point.
As low water wos mt about six o'clock, we went directly to the exireme edge of the
tide, but not without 2 bricf interlude to wztch 2 Bnirds Sendpiper in company with
some other "peop". The great abundance of 1ife, sen stars, urchins, and grest =masscs
of mussels thrilled the wnlk participants., Under przcticnlly every rock were found
rock cels (gunnols) amphipods and also various worms. le also found live groen crabs
and several scn stars were notad te be ingesting mussels. On one rock a one-shelled
Jingls Shell (Anomla) was found, as well 2s coll worms Spirorbis. Several trumpot
worms ware found ond at least one sez slug. Although wo f mussels to be extremely
nunerous we didn't sea any of commercial size. Several reasons wers suggested for
this, Including predator pressurc, both natural and humen, ond disturbance from pecple
walking on tho shell beds. /A specisl tront on the return to the breskwster wos the
sighting of = Parasitic Jroger, which stnyed in sight soveral minutes darting =round
the gulls =nd nthor woter birds. - KHD

North Atlantic Sclmon Research Centre = Aug.28

Twenty people gathered ~t the Salmon Research Cantre; Chamcook, where Dr.
Richard Saundors, director, explained tho unique work of the facility on salmon stocks
and their heritzble characteristics; =n¢ weys to utilizo superior or desirable
characteristics in breeding programs. Currently stocks =re being studied fron the
Hagaguadavie River, the Spint John, the Big S:zlmon River, and Rocky Brook of the
diramichi. Besides tho hatchery we were 2lso shown the catchment facility in Chamcook
Basin, ~ KHD

Huntemon jarine Laboratory - Aug.28

fle hod 2n interosting tour of this fine facility, sow displays on marine life,
marine geology mnd catch technigues including weirs, but the live harbour seals stole
the show! - KD
FIELD TRIP TO iLiRY'S POINT

8. J. Schneicder

The season was werm and dry and every field showed hay harvest. Tho sky was
clear blue with little puffs of clouds. Already tree swallows were lining up on
telephone wires.
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The view of lNary's Point was awe-inspiring, fifteen hundred acres or so of sand
and mud flats oxposed by the receded tide. Gulls wheeled as the hot sunshine was
cooled by a strong inshore breeze. Dispersed evenly ovor this vast expanse were tiny
white moving dots, =11 shorebirds! Thousands and thousands of them. ilost of them were
semipalmated sondpipers. This must be one of tho largest concentrations in Horth America.
There were 60 to 70 thousand there during sur visit July 29-31, Some years during
migration tho population reaches 250 thousand,

The incoaing tide brought all these birds right up to our fect. Slowly the
tide water pushed them together so thoy wore wing to wing in two or three large groups.
liost wera slecping, preening or roosting. Some were welking (or hopping on one foot in
many cases) nwong the throng. In two or threc placos wore color-marked birds - lemon
yellow or orango, looking like police officers on duty. Poriodicelly as the throng
got restless, 5 fow hera and n few thero would rise and fz1l. Suddenly the whole flock
would rise in « dromatic rush of air, This improssive sound was augmented by vocal
cheers from the flock. The fleck would xise 30 feet in the alr and settle on tho same
place or perhops wix itself up and settle just 100 feet away. Onc way the flock would
wheel, specklod brown wos in evidence. As they wheeled the opposite way white broasts
and wing linings sparkled like silver. Being this close to so many avians, one could
actually smell thom.

Not 211 were semipalmated sendpipers. On the edges of the flock werc scmi-
palmated plovers running, then stopping. Dispersed among thoe flock were a few white-
rumped sondpipors. Grouped zlways at tho edge but on the water side were 200 knots
and 75 short-billed dowitchers. And jus®: at the wator's odge was a handful of
sanderlings. Over the flock flow a Boraparte's gull. At one time a group of hikers
scarod a deor from the woods on the point. It bounded across the marsh to the maine
land in full view,

At high tide while keen birdwatchors were focused on sandpipers, 200 foot up
the beach was o vhito-wingod dove. The cxclomations from the crowd scared it off.
The same day two were seen a2t the osposiie end of the Bay of Fundy.

Side trips wero made to marshes, good betanizing areas and areas of historical
interest. Children and adults alike onjoyed relaxing recreation es well as educational
exposure to flora and faunn, = Bevericy J. Schneider

Che-ury in the Dosk
t Harold iiathewsy
Part of the birdwatchar's pregrecs from rank beginner %o legitimate amatour
is finding out that oven 'Potorszeon’ dresn't solva 211 the questions, Having discovored
that greet truth this summer, I offer wysolf as a homrid example.

For the last few surmers tho [opulstion of Syainson's Thrush with which I share
the south end of Oromocto Lake seems Lo have incressed. The distinctive "whit®
note, remorked by all autherities, milkos up for the bird's relative shyness and habit
of getting up in the tops of tho high tzoos 4n the arca.

Unfortunately for my peace of mind those birds choose to gild the 1ily by sdd-
ing » dropping "che~uir" imnadiately afior many of the "whit® notes, at least during
dusk and carly night hours, 1In spite of the fact that T know tho bird's identity,

I just couldn't manage a dofinita sioht idiatificatlon of one in the process of give
ing that “cho-urr" call,

To neke things werse, thozz was ro mention of such = call in my battored
Peterson, the only roference takon aleng, because of the lugging and boating necessary
to got to the camp. I rodoubled my cfiorts, spent o considerable number of hours
skulking under trees, fecding mosquitees, peering at wague shadows cheerfully calling
"whit che-urr", then moving on ns I inied o got closo enough for a positive de-
finition.
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The final blow was vhon I took advantage of 5 flying visit fo home bzse and
checked other authorities. iio "che-urs" in Chapman, not a montion in Squiros and,
the ultinato lotdomn, nothing in Bont's nmonumental 26-volume life historiesl

Eventually I appenled to David Christio, who confirmed the identity and kindly
stoerad me to E.Ji, Forbush's Birds of jlassachusetts and gﬁtgor New England Statos, whero
2 note describes nn "Alarm note on the breeding grounds cho-urr, che-urz”. As David
pointed out, Poterson's is a ficld guide =nd must be limited, making it reasonable to

leave out o broeding call scldonm heard in the arces tho guide is primerily intended
to serve, So don't beliwve overything you don't read, aithor! - H.R. Hathaway

= HILDFLOWER %QNG DATES 1977
David Christie

Tho survey of spring wildflowers brought less response than it did two years
ago. More then ten species were reported from only seven sroas (versue 14 in 1975),
only one of which wes in the northern half of the province.

The m~jor reports came from Sisson Ridge, Victoris Co. (Erwin Landauer),
Woodstock (Harjoric Gray), Campobelio Island ?Shcna li=1lock), Rothesay (Dick Filliter)
Honcton (Doreen Certer) and from Stoney Crack (Delle Leyton) end Harvey (David Chrilties
in ilbert County. Smaller reports and isnlated observations were submitted by
soveral persons who are crodited when their observations are mentioned. Most species,
from among the 22 requested; were roportod by Della Layton and Sheils ilallock, with
20 each, and Dick Filliter, 19. Of the seven mein areas oarliast blooms were most
often at Compobello Island and the latest at Harvey.

As compared to the preceding two springs, 1977 flowoers werc about a week
earlicr than 1975's during April, from two to four days earlier in May, but two daye
later in June, By contrast thoy were 2 week later than in 1976 until the heat wavo
of NMay 22-24 after which they were only about two to four days lnter.

Tho dates listed in the following zccounts are those on which the species was
first notlced in bloom, not neccssarily when it actuslly began biooming. If the date
is underlined,; morc than ton plants werc in bloom at that time.

Speckled Alder - .lders began blooming just before tho survey forms were mailed out
50 most people missed tho first pollen. IMarch 31 (iery Pugh) and Apr. 9 (Nick &
Ann Shoppard) ot Fredericton, Apr. 2 at Mactaquac (Shoppards), Apr. 12 at Petitcodiac

(DSC), bofore Jpril 23 at Harvey.
rembling Aspen - spril 15 (20) at Campobollo, dpr. 19 (21) at Sisson Ridge, .pre 26
ifun bloom) st Potitcodicc (DSC), iley 4 (7) at Stoney Creek.

Vhite Elm - ipre 1 Fredericton (Pugh), gor. 26 (full bloon) Potitcodiac (DSC), spr.

27 Woodstock, iicy 1 (4) Stoney Creek.

sgnbgi-_g_Am:mIsh = iay 19 (19) Rothesay ii=y 19 (21) Stoney Crook siay 19 Saint John

DSC), liay 20 Sisson Ridgo, Bloomfield (DSC) and Penobsouis (DSC), May 20 Woodstock,
Hay 21 Moncton, and not till May 28 Hnrvey.

n = ilay 17 (20) Campobello, Moy 20 Woodstock, e Sisson Ridge, iy 22

( g; lioncton and Stoney Crool, May 23 (23) Rothesay, g}f&% Jung 5 Harvey.

&m_}g - Hay 22 (_‘)23) Campobello, Moy 22 Woodstock, iley 24 (30 full bloom) South Branch,
Kings Co. (DSC), Hay 25 (27) Stoney Creck, May 26 (26) Rothesay, May 28 Sisson
Ridge, June 4 (before 11) Harvey.

M&%@;@f ~ jiey 30 (Jung 1) Campobelio, ﬁ ﬁ 31 Sisson Ridge, Jung 1 (full bloom)
So anch (DSC), June 2 (2) Rothesay, e 2 (4) Stoney Croek.

%ﬂ& = Woelk of May 19-23 (full bloom) Campobello; liny 22 Monctan, Ma Shampers

Bluff, Kings Cn. (Hary Hajka), Hoy 25 (26) Stoney Creck, Moy 29 Sisson Ridge, May 30
(Qs Rothesay, liay 31 Saint John (DSC), Jung & Harvay.
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Degtooth Vielet = Apr. 27 (30) Fredericton (Sheppards), Anz. 30 iactaquac (Sheppards),
May 1 Moncton, itay 1 Kingston Peninsuls (Dona Acheson), Hay 11 Nauwigewauk, Kings
Co. (Hugh Cunningham), Mzy 12 Sisson Rirdge, Hay 12 (12) Rothesay, ity 12 Woodstock,
May 12 Weleford (DSC), iiey 19 (21)Stoney Creek.

Red Trilliua = betwesn iay 2 and 7 iactaguac (Sheppards), Hay 6 (9) Campobello, Mey 11
Nauvigewauk (Cunningham), iiay 12 Woodstock, Hay 15 Castalia, Grand Manan (Elmer
Wilcox), ilay 10 (15) fioncton, May 17 (17) Rothesay, iay 18 Sissen Ridge.

White Violet = {.'vst eaxly reports probably are of V. incognita). isy 6 (8) Campo-
bello, oy 9 (12) Stoney Creck, jay 15 (full bloom) Hirvey, May 17 (17) Rothesay,
Hey 18 (13) Honcton, Hay 22 Sissan Ridge, ilay 22 Woodstock,

Blue Vielaet =~ At Harvey I watched three species of blue violets with the following
results:Viols selkirki May 1, V. septentrionalis iley 6, V. gucullsta May 22 (23).

Other blue violel dates, most often probably V. tentrionalis weres Apr. 30
Fredericton (Sheppards), May 12 (15) Stoney Cregk, Hoy 14 Iﬁ’ Campobello, May 20
tloncton, lay 21 (21) Rothesay, ilay 21 Woodstock.

Goldthrand = iicy 17 {18) Rothesay, May 19 (23) Campobello, lay 20 (22) Stoney Creek
Tizy 23 Sisson Ridage, Iy 290 llom':ton. & ' > ’

Painted Trillium = May 18 (20} Campobello, May 22 Sisson Ridge and Moncton, tay 26
{29) Stonay Creek.

Canada [iayflower (Wild Lily~of-the=Volley) - la (full bloom) Campobello, May
28 ( 31 Y Stoney Creek, liay 31 Sisson Ridge, Hay gl 31) Rothesay, June 1 Harvey.

Bunchberry =~ liay 28 (full blooa) Campobello, ilay 30 {Juno 2) Stoney Croek, Hay 31
!g_l.’ Rothesay, June 11 Siszon Ridge, June 12 (full Bloonm; Horvey.

Starflower ~ day 27 (31) Stoney Creek, lis Sisson Ridge, Mgy 28 (full bloam)
Campoballo, llzy 29 (30) Rothesay, June 12 (full bloem) Harvey.

Coltsfoot~- Har, 22 (Hawvey licLecd) and Apr. & (LSC) at Ssint John, Apr. 9 (12

ampobello, Apr. 10 Desp Cove, Grand fanan {Joyce Hunter), Apr. 18 (21) Rothesay,
Apr. 24 Hopewell Hill (Majkz), Jdp=. 30 Honcton, #ay 5 Harvey, liay 13 Sisson Ridge.

Dandelion = for. 6(wk. of jp=. 11-15) Caupobello, .pr. & Fredericton (Sheppards),
4pr. 14 (16) Moncton, spr. 10 (21) Dothassy, May 2 Wondstock, lisy 9 (12 full blooa)
Saint John (DSC), iay 16 Sussex (DSC), i1y 21 Siseon Ridge, ilay 23 (24 full bloom)
Harvey, ilay 20 Stoney Creolk,

rawberry - iisy 1 Jomseg (on extreme south slapa; Jean Wilsea), iiay 5 Campobello,
itay 6 il?) Rothesay, lay 6 (20) Sisson Ridge, ilsy 8 (19) Haxvey, liay 22 ioncton,
lizy 22 (24) Stonsy Crock, iicy 22 Woodstock.

Yellow Rockot = liay 29 lioncton, jlay 30 Sisson Rldee, June 1 (1) Rothesay, June 1
(full bloon) inohacui (DSC).

Ta1l Butt - liay 15 {18) lioncton {unusually early = ;~=b3ti, in error for June
15 - Dsci. =y %6 (30) Campobello, Juna 2 (3) Stoney Creek, June 6 (6) Rothesay,
Jung 16 Hoocstock.

Oxoye Daisy = June B (13) Cuupobello, June 16 Woodstock, June 17 (17) Rothesey, Jung
17 Norton (DSC), June 13 (Z2) Stoney Creok.

ature Naws
David Christio

Summer 1977 was noteworthy for the wet weather during June. Precipitation
ranged from one and one half to three times the normal smount (240 ma wes a rocord
for June at Chatham). During that cull, cdamp month, soveral stetiens recorded
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20 to 21 doys with measurable rainfall znd sunshine amounts were low (2 record low
112 hours at Frecericton). fhaon the wot weather concluded, a dry poried with about
hzlf the normsl rainfall began and lastod till mid-August. Temperatures werc closo
to noranrl excopt during Juno when thoy weore just slightly on tho cool side.

The wet oarly sumacr probably had minor adverse sffects on somc birds (sce notos
on flycatchars snd swallaws), insects (spruce budwori?) and plants (fungus diseosos
more frequent, olso slugs).

lomnzls

The jretic Shrow that was reportod from the Southeast Upselquiteh in Hay (MB
Net. B8426), on ox-aination of the skull has proved to be Just a jlasked Shrew, somowhat
different in coloration thon most. (Don FHeilpine).

tos continue to increasc in the province, Over 30 werc examined By pro-
vincial fur blologist David Cartwrighi lest wintor. Don licAlpine picked up one; not
full=grown, killod on the highway at Petersville, Queens Co. £n late July and on
Mg, 17 1 sow ¢ similsr sized one alive in the same aras. Perhaps they were litter
mates, Another Coyote seen by Cerlton Q'Connor at New Irecland about the beginning
of September is the first report I've had from ilbert County.

On May 29 Stonley Teatton saw an animel unknown to him at Letang., His description
fits fairly well the Ping [darten, a weascl relative that has been very scerce, perhaps
non existent, in much of the province during the last 50 yenrs. There have beon indi-
cations that it has been recovering end spraading southwsard recently. Mr. Totton
also reports the first time he has seen = Panther or Cougar on July 5, nesr St. George.
Quite a numbor of rocent sightings have come frem the St. Georce-St. Andrews arer.

Birds

Each year in June, a2 number of observers participnte in the wildlife service
sponsorad Breoding Bird Survey (BBS) project. This ysar 40 routes were surveyed
4n the iaritime Provinces and I have compored the 1977 results with those in 1976
for 24 routes which were conductad by the same observer in both yesrs. The B8S
changas quoted below rosult from that comparison, vhich was done for 28 species,
chosen because they winter in large numbers in the castern United States which
experienced cold weather and bird mextallty last winter.

A4 point of intorest concerning the BBS results this yenr is that Jim Wilson
found 97 _ specios at Hampton, the grestest number ever recorded in a BBS route.
They arc concucted throughout the U.S..i.. znd southorn Canara.

The nosting success of Commor Lonns is reduced on aany lakes because of dis-
turbance by mator-boats but city water reserveirs provide more posceful habitat.
A pelr on the Turtle Crack reservoir was: scon with two young from July 28 to August
7 (Doug Whitorn & Dareon Carter) but at Loch Lomond a pair had only one young fug. 5
(telephone call to muscum) slthough their nest had contained two egas.

Gannots mpesr to bs prospecting = potentisl nesting site at White Horse
Island, Passanccuoddy Bay. Dick Brewn, of the Canedian Wildlife Service, sow one
bird on the islend Jwg. 6 and a pair on ug. 15, Readers may recall that a single
Gannet claimed » torritory on Kent Isiand in 1972 and 1973 and that a palr built =
nest therc in 1974. With luck perhaps wa'll have Gannats once sgnin nesting in the
Bay of Fundy. They nested =t Ganne® Rock until about 1866,

Enid Inch felt that Great 3lue Hggons wera "less plontiful thsn usual™ in the
Wiashademoak arca this summer, No one cise commented on it. /4 Snowy Egret was ot
Saint John West from »t lenst July 11 through August 9, with two birds present July
24 (Cecil Johnston et al). Other Snowies wwere at Castsalia in micd-fugust (HcAlpine)
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and at Chance Horbour on fug. 20 or 21 (Dorothy Marshall). it Aroostook Junction

Steve Clayden and Hal Hinds saw 12 Black-crowned Night Herons flying down river at

dusk Aug. 20 sugoesting that thore mey be an unknown colony in that part of Victoria
County. They also s»w a Grgen Heron there. An imature Yellow-crowned Night Hexon

was ot White Head Island from about August 3 (Nancy end Carl Small) through the 1Gth
(Elmer Wileox). On the 15&h it was found dead (D.R. Gunn) and praserved ss the

second Now Brunsick specimon., A Leoast Bittern, a hard bird to find, was hesrd "cooing"
2t Rod Head lirrsh, a traditionsl spot for it, on June 14 (Wilsen). . g_l%
found dead ot North Tay, York Co., in oarly May (Kitt and Colby Gardiner) hns

mounted for the muscum coilection,

A further report of Redherds, seventeen of which were reported in the spring .
fssuo, is of two pairs seen ot Cambridge fiay 8 (Inch), .. tantrlizing waterfowl repart
has been received from Ian Fizlker. On liny 21 he saw two Horloguin Ducks fly up the
Nepisiguit Rivor neor Indizn Falls. Combined with Hank Doichmann's July 30, 1969
pbservation of ¢ femsle Harleguin =t Indian Falls this suggosts that a new nesting
spacies of duck nay bo found in the province, A 1959 record for the Gasp€ is the
farthest south inown breeding of the ..tilantic cosst populstion.

h possible Black Vulture wes described to Don LaHeup by Hilton Storey, who saw
the bird cireling at Wildcat Brook near Sunny Corner nbout tho end of lugust. Osproys
are apparently cdoing well in New Brunswick. Sheila ipllock found them "abundant™ ..
at Cempobello this spring, . pair around Canbridge did not use tho nest of vhich Enid
Inch know the locrtion, one of them vms scen having o difficult time carrying a
Muskrat on .ucust 6 (Niven Thorne). Harald Hatheumy reports 2 succossful brood at
Oromocta Lake =nd on July 17 at theo heacdwaters of the Little Southwest Miramichi
Richard DeBow sawr four, two of which appaared to be young. Othor reports of more
than two came froa lincos Bay (4 on iug. 7, Johnston), Walton Leke, Kingston Peninsula
(4 during Augus:, Joyce Golden) and St. Stephen-Calais (2 on .wg. 9, DSC and 10 on
aug, 16, Nellic Rezs) whore sardines were found in the rivor from July 19 to mid-August
(fide Bill Tovmsend). . surmer fierlin on probable nesting grounds was seen 2t Souaw
Cap, Rostigouche County, July 3 {(Clayden).

in jme Cogt ot Red Head Marsh June 14 (Wilson) was to bo expected but not so
much two the following dry ot Cap-des-Caissic, Kent County (Cloyden & Hinds).

Visiting ldscou Island June 18 te 21, Jim Wilson, Cecil Johnston and Evan Smith
found four Piping Plovex nests. In meny arcas, thesc intoresting little plovers
are disepposring bocause of beach disturbance, particulsrly by vehicles. Nesting
Willots have spocrently sprosd northuwestward along Northumberland Stroit from Cape
Tormentine as three were at Cap=dos<Caissio June 15 (Clayden & Hinds). Iligrant
Willets on the Bny of Fundy werc at laxy's Pt July 26 (ilichael Rigby) and Castalia
Auge 14 (Brian Delzell). Swmer Gracter Yollowlegs on boggy habitat always male me
wonder about nesting. This yoor one wns notod on Rankine Bog, Kouchibouguac Park,
June 17 (Clayden & Hinds).

Peter deiinrsh, visiting [liscou Islend August 7, thought Least Migeﬁs
viere most comon auong tho suallex shorebirds and Losser Yellowlegs smong the
larger, The huge concontretion of Northern Phalaropes was reported in the Eastport-
Deer Island arec ns follows: some on July © (in Qillmt). several thousand July
25 (Towmsend), 30,000 fug. 1 (Pater Vickery) and two million Jug. 21 (Vickery &
Davis Finch)e The more unusu~l shorsbird migrants were o Baird's Sandpioer ot St.
Andrews Aug, 20 (NBFH trip), » Stilt Sencpiper at Soint John ﬁnst g, 30 (Johnston),
a Harblod Godyit ~t Saint John West jug. 9-10 (Johnstan) and » Hilson's Phelarope
at }u‘cou Islm" .'.ug. T <ddlﬂr5h).
Scexce culls at Deer Islend Point Aug. 28 (Vickory & Finch) were a Little and a

ne's, Tho earliest Kittiwske at Grond liznon wns off lthale Cove on August 1

Dalzoll). .t iiechiss Serl Island Halcoln Russell bolioves that Common Puffin
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numbers were down considerably this ysar. He thinks there nay have been heavy
wintering ground mortality on Georges Banlk bacause of the "Argo ilerchant" oil snill.

A startling happening during the federation's Hary's Point shorebird ficld trip
July 31 was the appearance of a FNhits-winged Dove on the beach. It is a bird nesting
from southeastern Czlifornic to western Texss and south into Central fmericz. At
first we thought it must have been an escanoed cage birxd but then wo discovered that
it wanders to Florlds and had aven been found in Canada (B.C., Ont.). lore survrising
was later lcarning that lir, and lrs, Goorge Smith of Fredericton identified two of the
snocies tho sang doy 2t East Quoddy Head on Campobello Island. Yas therc an invasion?
It seems not, &t least no reports have reached ne from other aveas of the northeast.
Doves are favourced ceqe bixas but this species should not be kept commonly in captivity.
On the other hand, = Ringed Turtle Dova, = domesticatod species, seon at Chamcook Aug.
28 (DSC ot al) probebly oscaped locally.

Have you goan many owls lately? Dorcen Carter writos that hor family had always
been hoping to see owls and suddenly found four during June and July. Probably it's
a coinicidence, rather than s population explosion. Owle are always around somewhere,
Brian Dalzoll raports a ¥ih cor=will calling at Price Settlement, Northumberland
County, June 25. They unsy there regularly but we get fow roports away from often
visited locations such as the Richibucto Road betwoen Fradericton and Minto. Nighthawks
were migrating 2t Hammond River Aug, 20 and 29, whon respactively 40 and 12 were seen

(Wilson). Doxothy Hall discovered o Ruby~thrcated Huming bird incubating on its nest

high in a Red Ash near Hammond River July 2. out 2 week lator the nesxt was abandoned,
The Yellow-ballied Sansucker was one of the specles possibly affected by last

winter's weather. The Maritime BBS routes recorded 387 fower than in 1976, It is

primarily = New Brunswick species. A Horthern Three-toed Hoodpacker was repoxtad on

the Model Farm Rosd, Quispamsis, Junc 20 (Hall) whilo the more common Black-backed

was seen at Potitcodiec July 17 (Carter).

Enid Inch reports an excellent comoback this year of Eaiﬁﬂiﬂ K&@irds which
were graatly roducaed in the Washadempak azca by cold wet wenther in the spring of 1974,

Several families mere seen this year, with two young flying from & nest in her orchard
at Cambridge Aug. 15, On the other hand Esstern Phoebes have been greatly reducod by
last winter's weather. Ron Heir reports "only one, vhere usunily 8 to 10 seen" in
the Erbs Cove=kingston ares. The BBS voutes showed = 7% decrease from 1976.

Swallows exo often bothered by cool, demp weather which groundsmany of the
flying insects on which thoy depend for food. BBS data showed Tzee Swallow docroases
in New Brunswick and P.E.I, although numbers were up in Nove Scotiz, On June 6 an
smaciated, cead gggﬁ %g;;g! and a weakened Qlive-sided Flycatcher were picked up at
Porter Cove, Northu land County (Dalzoll & Tim Davis), and in the Fredericton area
dead Barn Swillows were reported in June (Mettie Hoore, Bav and iarc Schnoidor). At
Mary's Point Bern Swallows had 2 successful nesting soason. Five young of a possible
second brood there did not begin flying until Sept. 11 (Hary Hajka gt al). Porhnps
the rain affected Cliff Swallows, nene of which nested ot Turtle Creck Dam this summer
(W¥hitman). There had been 45 nests in 1976 but only 4 in 1975, [iarion Belyea worried
about the Purple flartin colonics at Cembridge during June when the birds wera very
inactive but anparently they nestod successfully. At dusk on Aug. 11 Brian Dalzell
watched a mixed flock of swallows, aumbering nbout 2500 descending into alders at
Ingall's Head, Grand lanan,

Hinter lirong werc ona of the nost saverely reduced species this sumer, with
58% drop in the BBS data, Bnid Inch found them scarcer on tho Washademoak and at Erbs
Cove Ron fleir wwote "a crash, only 4 versus 20 to 30 normally." Long-b: 1
MWrens wore to be found in their usual hnbitat, one 2t Tintamarro Nat'l Wildlife Ares
June 19 (G.U S. stoff) and 2 ot Shepody Not'l Wildlife Area July 30 (N.B.F.H. trip).
A singing Houso Wron was ot the Kingston dump July 3-G (Meir).
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An unusual observation wos of throc jockingbixds near Lake Utopia Hoy 29 (Tatton).
Onc wes singing ot jillicdgeville June 14-1% and one was up north ot Balmoral Juno 9
(McAlpine; Richby & Davic Cloxk). A neix of Brown Thrashors werc ot Price Sottlement
June 8 (Dalzell).

Ron Weiz found four Mood Thrushas singing an terxitory in the Erbs Cove area,
more than in pnyevisus sumers. 7To remind us that thot beautiful singer is found north
to Chalsur Dny sxo Steve Clayden's racords of one 2t River Charlo July 1 and one at
Flatlands July 2, Hermit Thrushes wors "fewer than norusl, dut no crash" at Erbs Covo
(Weir) and dovm 131 on BBS rovtes in tho lmritimes.

A postscript to tho fr11 1676 flight of Whentoors which brought 14 of them to
Mew Brunswich and lew England and eight wore further south to Floriils and tho Behawes
was just rocantly 2 g¢ ~long to ik By Hurry Walker. i#arilyn Boston reportod to him
2 Whoatesx sho sov, vioon Chothan and Loogieville. A=z noted in the spring issue

Tornoec Xinglots have cdoclined greatiy, o €3 reduction in BBS numbers boing noted.
Othor comantss "scoms to bo vary scarce thls yeaz® (Cloyden), "seen on only four
occasions" (Inch), and "fower in numbere® (Jcir). Non Woir nlee noted a decline in
Goldonwcrowmgs idnclots vhich I hsve honpd was 2l&d noticeable in Onterio. A Bluo-groy
Gnateatcher wes nt Hexy's Point Aug. 19-20 (DSC), the wiptoenth record there.

Although the BBS rocorded 2% mors Commen Veolloy ats in tho Maritimes the
increase wee nrinly in Hove Scotls and PJE,I. A Yol aatad legbler at liachias Soal
Island July 22 (Russecll, Ciayden & Peuline Crouch’)'., the second nrovincisl rocord, wes

followad by onc sean on Kont Islend on .ugust 4 and 19 (David Lonk, Beverly Groonspan,
Richsrd Podolsly, Ruth Fogler and Noramen Carlin.)

In the DDS Comaon Greckls numbers decressed 20 whoreas Browm=headed Covbirds
increased 21°7, Ron Veir found 20 nostes contoining cowbirds' oggs. They belonged

to tho following speciess g&i%%y__’gm {(2), itagnolis (11) ond iyrtle (2) Hoxblexs,
fme Redstart (2) and Chinping (1) end Song (2) Sparzoi:.

Ren fioix found more R_quﬁlo Finchos thon usunl ithis sumner, reporting up to 15
or 20 singing ntles at some sites in the Erbs Gove froz, vhere ha also found Ping
%j_gk_i_?i very comion. It wes also a good yoar for sislkins at Fundy Nationsl Paxk
Henrik Deichicnn) and idary's Point (DSC).

Indigo Buntings have been scarce, bui regulor stimer rosidents, obviously
breeding,yot nover praven to do so until this sumer. At Hoodmen's Point, Jim Wilson
saw two or threa mrlosand o famnle and found! an empty nost on June 16, Six days latexr:
these wero four cogs in the nast, At Douglas, Yori County, Lisa O'Hera wntchod o
singlng nale in corly July and found the femsle feoding a young out of the nost on
the 8th, 4 poir wore also reported ot Conbridge on July © (Elizeboth Yopden). i
single Rufous~sicod Towhoe wus reportoc, ot Rosovala June ¢ ("iike” Tlajka) .

Reptiles, Fishos, Invertebzates

4lan Hadden writas thnt Gilles Godin reportoed o Snapping Turtle at Bathurst
this sumner. slon received twe Wood Turtle reports in 1975, one =t HeLend's Siding,
Restigouche County (Bill Fraser) anc two at Eel River Crossing (Serge Bergeron), and
notes that the only reptiles he porsonally has found in Restigouche County( although
he hasa't mada any cffort to locate thom) wure five Gerter Snskes =t Tide Head May 5,
1970 and ong on Heron Islend, Mey 29, 1970,

A4 mediun-sized White Shrork, was cought in 2 weir a2t Leteto, Charletto County
in esrly August (press reports,. Brizn Dalzell who worked part of the summer with a
Grand Manan fishermen, reports = 150 pound Sea Sturgeon caught off Whale Cove August
1 as their most intoresting catch. From late July ugh August the number of
Shad token increased stoendily.
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donarch butterflies were noted in various places clong the Rey of Fundy
beginning in 1~to July with several scen ot Gape Enrrgo in e2rly Jugust (i.H. Thomas).
The numbers were laxger than usunl at this sesson, Tiqer Swellowtails were shundant
at Erbs Cove in Iate June (Woir).

Oa Jugust 29 Doug Mhitmen sow 2 live Eraying ibntis, which he lator picked up
dead, outsico tha CN Building in jloncton. I had heard puople mention seeing mantids
but had no definite records so I wrote tho Canada Dent. of Jgriculturs where Dr. ILE,
MacGillivray reports, "I believe specimen(s) ware in the UNB colloction some thirty
years ago but I doen't recall the collocting site. It is unlikely that these insccts
could begoae established herc becruse of our sovers wintors. There are sevoral come
panies promoting the use of theso, I s told, in pest management programs or by
individual gardeoners who do not wish to use insecticidos. So mo may oxpect to sae
more of mantids in the future, transportoe! by avtompbile or trein op imported directly.”

Flora

Furbish's Lousewort Pedicuiaris furbishise a nlant known only from the upper
Saint John River in Maine and New Brunswick has disappeared from most of its known
statlons so n concerted offort was mado to rodiscover it thie summer. George Stirrett
and Fred Trib> found one colony and Hal Hinds loczted anothor, Hopefully, seomg type
of protective =ction will be taken to prevent destruction of these particular habitats.

Members of the Saint John Haturslists' Club wore dismeyed to find over thirty
Yellow Ladyslionors picked =nd dropped slong 2, trail in Rockwood Park on Juno 21,

Two naw species of plants for New Brunswick have been reported recently, Michael
Burzynskd found primroscs blooming above the cliffs in Fundy National Park a coupls $
of years ago. In carly Junz he guided Hsl Hinds and Stephen Clayden to the flowers
which proverd to bo Laurentisn Primroscs Dzimula laurentisng a northoxn specics appar=

antly not previously reported here although 1% hae boen found in Queboc just 2cross
the bry from Dalhousie,

The second now species is the Hairy Willow-herd Epilobiun hirsutua, = Buropean
species. Goyl Hipperson found it well ostablished and growing five to seven feot
tsll in 2 wat ficld at Glen Falls, Saint John East,/uqust 25, Several days loter Elmer
Wilcox brought in 2 specimen from nearby Forost Hill whero he had first noticed it two
yeors proviocusly,

Goutweed [oqopodium podagraria is bocoming esteblished am an agressive weok in
parts of the S-int John area. Aot Callaghan =t fkusquach and Joyce Golden at E-st
Riverside have boon having difficuity oradicoting it from their garzdens for tho last
two or thrge yoars., It §s also growing vigorously »t the edge of the museun paxking
lot on Bentley Stroot (DSC). Goutweed is found hore as two forms, one, often called
"Youth anc Old /igo® which fze varicgated losves, persists about old gardons but
sooms to be much less =gprussive than tha all=groon-lesved wild form just noted.

OQur Friends, thes Swallow
J.E, Frrouhar

Ezcit swimar ot our hone in Uppes Mintore, Victortn County, the Barn Swnllows
construct their Dol =shaped nests of mud on the drin cans over the windows znd are
usunlly successful in rearing a few broods of young,

This suimor a pair stortod soveral ©ians to build 2 nest on the west side
of our houso hut were unsuccessful, In thiz s%&2 in low Brunswick after a spell of
very dry weather it began rasining on the evening of Juns the first, and kept it up
nearly avery <ay or night throughout the nanth. This orolonged woet spell plus the
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fact that it was often quite cold, spnarently dlscourzLed the birds so they moved to
a more sheltered place on an old schonl house nearby,

During the first helf of July; I often haard the rapid clicking sound made
by the Tree Swallow onle and would ses » pair nerched on tho power lines loading to
our house. A& watch was kept =t intcrvals during this time to see if this hrndsone
peir wore nesting in a hole in 2 trac or hydrs polo nearby. 0©o July 18, I noticed one
of the binds fly into the vent of our oleciric clothes drier and said to ny wife “those
birds -ust intend to nest in our drisr.”

Our clothes crior is vented outside by @ flexible plastic pipe sbout 3% inches
in diamoter. On the outside of the wall there is 2 motal cap which contains = hinged
damper. As the birds flaw in and out we could nlways hesr the esund of the damper
clicking =g the birds brushec by it.

By July 25, we could hesr the young birds twittering while baing fod, We also
witnesser the busy parents making many trips to ord fron the nest. We didn't use the
drier curing this period of tiae.

on Auguet 2, the young wore still heard in the nest but the following day all was
quict. It was at this tine wo docided to investigsts and clesn out the nachine so it
could be used again when necessary.

On faking off tho vent pipe and clesning it we discovered it contained not only
» nest npde of driad grass and chicken feathers but to our surprise out rolled ten,
tiny vhitc eggsl Our bird book statos that tho Troe Sw:zllews lay froa five to seven
cggs. I looked for og9g shells but they must hzve been ronoved by the adult birds as
none ware found. By =ccident, I broke mne of the @gs and was amazed to nots thet it
was fresh and assunmed that tho other nine vay hava baen also.

Whet indbcee this 11ttlc bird to ley so many more aggs than thoy incubstad
rempins = mystery. Howaver, it ie with plopsuza to cbmlcte this raport by noting
thot our swrllow population is grostor 2nd will bo working hard to keep down the
insects around our hoac. 4

”.Bo 4

In rocent yoars intarest has boen generated in the publication of » New Brunswick
Flors or ot least » vheckliet of the vasculsr plants of the Province. o flors is an
inventory of the plents of & definite aren, 2 basic safecrcnce for botanists =nd a use-
ful' nic %o environneninl and rasourcs planning.

“laek s curroatly centrad at the U.H.B. Connell Henorizl Herboriun under the
suparvision of ¢ HaB. Florn Plenning Cormittee made un of feculty nembers. Hel Hinds
1s cooxcinating this project ond would rppreci=te roceiving the acies angd nddrasscs
of nnyone interested in helning either in tho prep-ration of specimons andfox the
colloction of plants from various parts of the Province.

Autour betenists can da very valushle service in this regard onod thoy will
rocoive due crecit for theim ~ssistsnce, !-1 Hinds, Diclogy Dapt,, U3, Frodoricton.

h'm CHRIST:WS BIRD_COUNTS

This wintor Christass Dixd Counte should be con'uctad on one n=lendor day during
the pefiod Dec. 17, 1977 throuch January 2, 1978. How chmpilers mey recaive forns
Froa the Hew Brunswick fuscun, Saint John. Observors not fenilier vAith the compiler
for thelr sres sheuld also coatnret the musoum. Counts nre axnocted to bo done in the
follotiing areas: !lachies Seal 1., Eastport«Carmobollo, St. Andraows, rennfield, Loprezu,
Saint John, St. Hertins, Puncy Fark, Albert, Sackville, fioncton, C=ac Tormentine,
Kauchibouguse Prrk; Nowcastle=Chathan, Landoue, Bussex, Hompten, Conbridgo-iarrows,
Jonscn, Fredericton, liactoouce, Stanlay, Hackawic, Vaodstock, Hartlend, orth-Andover,
Plastor Roack and Nictru. |
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