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CANOE CAPERS!
K«Hs Deichmann

A love of canoes, canoeing, our New Brunswick rivers and a hope that those
still free mey remain so has been my main motivation in putting together this
article.

Canoeing will give you access to places and to experiences you could probably
not have any other way. Canoces can be dangerous but aren't usually so, if treated
with judgemant and respect. Paddling (or poling) a canoce is exercise, and portaging
has been known to be s remarkable appetite builder!

The trips mentioned herein cover waters that are (or were when last seen by
the author) quite unspoiled, but some (which shall remain anonymous) haven't fared
so well under the hand of man, If you know of a desecrated stresm or bank, you and
your family, friends or club msy like to do a cleanup as a project. Get all
poseible publicity; with luck your good works may be infectiousl

K.H.D.

Surprising a middling black bear on the bank of the Upsalquitch somewhere above
the Nine Mile is just one of my prime memories of canceing three dozen or so of our
New Brunswick rivers.

I became involved in this work as part of a wide-ranging survey by the New
Brunswick Dopartment of Tourism., By the time I'd completed this project in 1971, a
remark of my father many years before, "that New Brunswick is one of the best
wateved arcas for its size anywhere in the world", gained real meaning to me.

We have, in our small province, at least 1500 miles of flowing water suitable
for canoeing, waters which range from placid to quite white, depending cn your
choica. Thiua's plenty of options for length toc = from mini-trips to the full
length of the Saint John River, from where it rises in northeastern Maine to the Bay
of Fundy, for a maximum of about 410 miles (720 km).

Fvan if your only stroke is a "J", you'll be sble to test many a stretch of
watax without repeating. If you have mastered the fine art of poling, or don't scoff
at lining or wading (sometimes called "frogging") it's doubtful if you could really
exhaust all tho possibilities right here in New Brunswick. Poling upsiream is a lot
of hazd worlk, downstream it becomes s test of balance and judgement; to pole (or
drop) downstream the craft must be loaded front heavy so as to swing like a pendulum,
so it may be placed cheek to cheek next large boulders where the deepest water flows.

I don't class myself as a poler, in spite of the fact my usual companion on
canoe trips in the early '70's was Ranger Henry Lounder, 2 most durable master of
the art. Nimrods might take heart from the comment the great New Brunswick
naturalist Ox. W.F. Ganong inspired, about 1900, from an Indian observing his attempts
at poling - "paddle pretty good, don't pole worth a darni"

Unlike paddles, poles are a find~your-own item; a spindly dry spruce is best
(if green it will dry out and check). In very swift runs the faster sinking hardwood
pole may b2 superior. For a paddle, a wide blade has the advantage of more power when
requirod, with little extra weight. Paddle length is a personal choice, a long shaft
is best if ycu plan to stand, to "read the water."

Wood and canvas canoes which simulate the originals in bixch bark fashioned
by the Indians, are not as durable as those of fiberglass and aluminum, but they do

Cover drzwings Wood Turtle by Rosamond Cambpell, reproduced from The Reptiles and
Amphibians of New Brunswick by S.W. Gorham, courteousy New Brunswick Museum.
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seem more responsive and are gquieter, an advantage in observing wildlife. Twenty-
five miles above Plaster Rock, at Nictau on the Tobique, the Miller family still |
handcreft canoes, cl dding them in canvas or fiberglass. At Oromocto, the Chestnut
Canoe Company produces canoes and a variety of boats,

To our Heliseet and Micmac Indians, the canoe was the major mode of travel.
Their water rouotes and portages criss~crossed Wew Brunswick, cutting the Province up
grid fashion. The Micmacs have a2 legend concerning the development of their style of
canoce -

"Loon tried to build a2 suitsble canoce but it was too big and heavy.
Partridge’s canoe came out toc round and it sankl Partridge kept
trying and finally succeoded in building a very fing cance. Thus,
Partridge won the contest, and that's why today you hear the Loon's
mournful cry of failure and Partridge's loud, proud drumming.”

Now for a few notions about canoeinoc and camping. Prepare your canoe before
the trip, sanding and patching if necessary. If canvas covered, don't paint the whole
hull, just the spots that need it. A quart of paint will add weight (of about a
quart of paint) to your next portage! Allow yourself extra time to make the trip
planned; this will permit exploring side begans and stops on islands, vignettes that
make the whole effort a guality experience. Individually package sleeping bags in
plastic bags. Your camera should be tied in 2 stout plastic bag to the thwart.

These precautions are wise in casa of a sudden shower, shipping some water when
shooting a rapid or coming through a wave. 17 swemping seems a2 possibility, either
you should be ashore or portaging. It's aukward to paddle with old-style life pre-
servers on, yet they, or the lightweight replacements should be worn in bad stretches,
even if you're a strong swimmer.

In picking s one=-night camping spot cone should bear in mind enough exposure
to keep insects busy at something besides feeding and an aspect which will allow
first light to dry the tent and wake you up so travel might commence during the
choice early morning hours. And finally, go light, especially if portaging.

Now settle into your seat, grip your paddle and lot's look 2t'a passel of
paddle tours =

1., Kedawick, Restigouche County = A clear cold water river of such clarity
that you can see quartz stones on the bottom through a depth of 8-10 feet (2-3m).
From Gin Creek to the mouth it's 46 miles (3-4 days). Access over pulp company
roads., I've been told a major tributary, the Belle Kedgwick, is deep enough for
paddling in carly summer.

2. Pokemouche, Gloucester County - This is a winding waterway with humic
acid-stained water, It may be necessary to pull over beaver dams in the upper reaches,
1(’ho bo')wer ponde provide good trout fishing. Length above tide water = 15 miles

24 Km).

3. Cains, Northumborland County - It was called "Welamooktook™ in Micmac,
meaning a "handsome river", therefore good to travel on. During the summer the best
place is to come in from Beiestown and take out at Blackville, invelving 31 miles
(30 Km) on the Cains and almost 5 miles (8 Km) on the Miramichi. The Cains, like
most rivers in the sandstone country of eastern New Brunswick, has "tea-colorad"
water. Stands of jack pine, spruce and aspen clothe its banks, Sslmon come up
in the Fall. Abandoned fields provide good camping. It's said on the Miramichi
that 2 drizzle and an east wind will raise the Cains a foot!

4, Richibucto, Kent County - This is a short route of 25 miles (40 Xm)
but f& of interest ss it was an important link by portage for the Indians and early
travellers to the Salmon River, thence Grand Lake and the Saint John system. Most
of the river is tidal. Smith's Corner is =z :good place to start.
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5. LQEE !gsh CM' Albert County - This shﬂrt, 6 mile (9‘6 Km). Com=-
pletely tidal waterway, that has cut its way deup into the salt marshes, provides a
special challenge. By caroful timing yeu can go both up and down with the tide.
A good area for cucks, waders and shorebirds. You'll find it between Weterside and
Cape Enrage.

6. LaC -Pz1frey Lakes, York County - Start at Second Eel Lake, portage
to Third Eel Lake 5374 mila’71.2 Kn) and then =o La Cecote {1 mile/ 1.6 Km) and then
down Palfroy Srook. This is a strenucus trip occcasuse of the cmount of wading and
you'll probably have it all %o yourself. ZLote of fiddlcheads grow along Palfrey
Brook and when you reach Spednik Lake there's 3 good chance to see Ospreys and
eajles. There's 2 Common Tern coleoay on a granitu outcrop in Second Eel Lake.

This route is 16 miles (26 ¥m) long but will =asily take 3-4 dayz to cover.

7. Saggomoc Lake, York County - Tnis is a most pleasant trip involving a
series of deadwaters coniectad by shert,wall cleared-out pertages. Total length
one way to Kilburn Loke is 10 mlles (16 Kn), The uppor pertion, a channel skirted
by flora-rich bogs, 1s the )eznd of the woose and the locn,

8. Puxtobello Creck, Sunwry County = In spite of its proximity to Freder~
icton, this sualli intriccte watorway gives a mood of wilderness and is often very
productive for wildlife sightingst otiar, moose, dsor and a great veriety of water-
fowl. Reach it from the Church Boad in Lower Hsugerville. About 6 miles (9.8 Kin)
Ls possible in the upper sectioen.

9. North Branch _ South Wect Miramichi River, Victoria and Ca-leton Counties -
Start at what le locellv Mnown as the Birch Rind Eridge and toke out esbout 16 miles
(26 Km) dovmstrean at the Junipor Airsirip. Initizlly the river moves along quickly
2nd Lasicallv 21l thet le necessary is tc stoer and {if in summer) erjoy the
torritorial songs of tihu poscurines in the schifers. Further down meenders appear;
the +xip ends jus: beyond = huge level sention calied the "aldergrouns®, which
in season is tops for trovt Fishing, A pole could he handy on the first half of the
tripy

10, Iittlo Todigue (Niciau Branch), Restioouche and Victeria Counties - Start
at the Geoso Pend beloi: Nicts - Laks. The first fow nilos are gquite narrow and may
requize dusting vader seder "owespars® .nd negotistine chert bul easy =splds. (ALl
may be run on the peddiz). The mid-sectioen iz made up of the mist oxtraordinary
meaders thrcush glder bedse Side ancles avd booats wre oftcl oscupied by deer
standing up to their hellies eating aquatic piants. The landscape is diverse and
friendly, a moszt intoresting %rip. Ealow Dig Cedoz, doiftwood logs frem old drives
and uprouted crdsr “ress uuy mako ht Jeing 3 bit frustvating. Also sharp undercut
tupns may $iip 2 censo Ia bigh wator (as - compsnion and I once did). Past this
portion the course strnichtens and the 500 « 700 Teot hiils move close to the river.
Then there’s the sxcitanont of me~iing 3 nuabar of majox tribtutaries: the Sisson,
the Mamo=vkel rad Camo.1) (Serpentine) all join at the "Forks" to form the main
Tobique River. Tetal *dlesge from {h» lalz to the village of Nictau is about 25
miles (40 Kr).

To plck up a lagsing stmoke, sing “Alouette", it was a stock item of the
voyageurs! Roturning homaward nfter 2 full duy this quote from Bliss Carman may
have a special maoning ~

Canog Sonig 'Snfily, Softly falls the nioght,

Along the darkening meadow

Stioka by stroke my prddle gees deep,
My daxrk cenge is glid.ng

Wostward %o a world of light".
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To get a quick overall view of canoeing in our Province, secure the Canoe
Trip Pamphlet from the New Brunswick Department of Tourism. Then you should buy the

New Brunswick Map Book,; as published by the Department of National Resources, useful
for locating secondary and logging company roads.

If you select a particular trip, topographic maps and even air photegraphs
will be helpful.

There are seversl books on canceing techniques which you could obtain from
your loczl library or 3 well-stocked bookstore.

For really enjoyable reading, and z number of vicarious trips, loock into
Dr. W.F. Ganong's reports on the physiography of the various rivers as published
by the National History Socioty of New Brunswick and still available (most numbers)
from the New Brunswiclk Museum, for $4.00 each. Host major rivers are covered. Also,

Dr. Esther Clarke Wright's bock, The Saint John River and Its Tributaries, provides
excellent background information.

PADDLE HAKING
Richard Faulkner

Hhat better way to prepare for the up-coming canoeing season than to make
your awn paddle. The cost of making one is minimal if you 2lready possess some hand
toole. Apart from a hand plane, spoke shave and rasp, the only other things necessary
are some varnish (polyurethane), sandpaper (medium and fine) and lastly, some wood.
For a strong and durable paddle, you should select hardwood preferably yellow
birch, white oak, rock meple or black cherry. Softwood paddles of pine or spruce are
much lighter but less durzble than those of hardwood.

The plank, from which the paddle will be made, should be cut &" to 8" longer
than the desired paddle length and from 13" to 2" thick. This allows for the inevitsble
checking and warping that takes place during the curing of the plank. It is re-
commended that the plank air-dry in a shed 4 to 8 months.

Step 12 If a/vailablo. run the plank through z commercizl planer and take down to
11/8",

top 2t Trace the desired paddle design onto the plank.

Step 3: Cut out on a band saw, leaving 4" to 1/8" margin all around the trace.
(Fig. 1).

Step 41 Draw = mid-line along both edges of the paddle. Make additional lines
on the edge of the paddle to guide trimming down of the blade. (Fig. 2)

Step 53 With 2 hand plane, take the paddle blade down to its desired shape.

Step 631 Using the spoke shave, plane the handle down, making it as round as
possible,

Step 71 Mark off the grip and carefully begin the work with the spoke shave end
rasp. Taoke down to the sanding stage. (Fig. 2)

Step 8: Complete work on the throst of the paddle (where blade and shaft meet)
and continue trimming off the morgins with the spoke shave.

Step 931 Finish the paddle with a good sanding and three or four coats of
varnish.

VOILAL !
Your own masterpiece; a paddle to be cherished and talked about on many & canoe

trip.




Fig. 1 Cutout paddle showing edge guideline Fig. 3 Markings forg::;mning
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ITIONAL BRUNSWICK

John W. Reynolds and David S. Christie

Introduction

In a previous report, Reynolds (1976) presented a preliminary checklist and
distribution for the terrestrial Oligochaeta in New Brunswick. The most compre-
hensive study of the earthworms of Canada has just sppeared (Reynolds, 1977). From
both of these reports, there were 13 species of earthworms (Annelida, Clitellata,
Oligochaeta: Lumbricidae) recorded from New Brunswick.

New Records and Collections

During the past year the asuthors have received and/or collected more than 35
new habitat ssmples. There was one new provincial record among these collections =
Eisenis foetida (Savigny, 1826) or the Manure Worm (Ver du fumier) from Charlotte
and York Counties, and three new county records = Aporrectodea longa and Lumbricus
terrestris from Albert County and Eisenia rosea from Sun ounty

This brings the provincial checklist of earthworms to 14 exotic species and
no endemics.

Acknowledgements

The authors wish to thank Don McAlpine, Chris and Mary Majka and Kristin
Reynolds for providing specimens of earthworms from New Brunswick which contri=
buted to these new distributional records.

R&sumé

Récemment nous avons regu plus de 35 &chantillons de vers de terre (Lumbricidae)
du Nouveau-Brunswick qui effectuent le catalogue provincial 3 14 exotiques lombrics
europfens.
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THINKING DOLPHINS, TALKING WH.

By Frank D. Robson 1976. A.H. and A.W. Reed Ltd. Wellington and Sydney.
{North simerican distributors:Tuttle Co., Inc,, Rutland, Vermont, 05701). 199 pp.
black and white photographs, figs. $13.50.

This book has an attractive dust jacket; the binding and paper appear to be
of good guality. The front and back end papers usefully depict silhouettes of the
species of baleen, toothed and beaked whales and also the dolphins found in New
Zealand waters. Of the tmenty~three chapters in the book, the majority deal with
dolphing and whales and one treats s=zals and sea lions a2s well,

The book is written in a way that will make it of great interest both to the
layman and the scientist. It shouid bo pointed out that practically all facts are
based on Mr. Robson's own observations and hie close association with dolphins and
whales., Many new observations and unknown traits of dolphins and whales are ably
presented. IMen Mr. Robson observed actions of whales and dolphins which he wss un-
able to adequately explain, he modestly asks the question "why"?

The text is plessingly written and cen perhaps be summed up by the title of
chapter five - "You've got to think Colphin". Throughcut the text, Mr. Robson
stresses the plight of the dolphins and whales, our misunderstanding and mistreat-
ment of these intelligent mammals, reasons for their mass strandings and how these
at times can be prevented,and the effects of pollution on whales and dolphins.

lir. Robson was born in New Zezland and practically all his observations on
whales and dolphins have been in New Ze2land waters. He has contributed much in-
formation to the Huseum of Natural History in Amsterdam for which he received a gold
medal from the Netherlands govaernment in 1974,

Mr. Robson's Thinking Dolohin alking Whales is a major contribution. It
contains much information hitherto unpuklished., I highly recommend the book, not
only to those specially interested in dolphins and whales, but also to the general
reader.

Through this book we can learn much about ourselves.
Stanley W. Gorham

NATURE NEWS
Daviz Christie

Following unusually mild weather in the first half of March things got back
to more normal cold and snow later in the month and easly in April. The latter
month averaged only slichtly cooler than usual, Temperatures were very cool during
the first half of May, but very warm in ths second half. Total precipitation ranged
from near normal to somewhat less than usual,depending on location.

The most notaworthy events and Tecords were an unusual mild spell April 21-22
when temperstures reached the mid-20s in ceniral and scuthern N.B. and Charlo had an
April record of 19.2°% 2 20 ca snowfall in south sastern N.B. May 10-11 (Moncton's
23 cm a record for May), a heat wave Hay 22-25 which gave Chatham z new lay record
of 35,3% (the highest May 1977 temp. in Cenada), and a May record of 276 hours of
bright sunshine at Saint John Airport.

Kammals
An r%'t%m was caught by a cat near Kingston in April (Tina and Tracey
Gorham) and another trapped in May 2t Simvson's Field on the Southeast Upsalquitch

(Don McAlpine). Although apparently found fairly commonly by the mammal survey of
Kouchibouguac Mztional Park it has been seldom collected by the museum staff, We
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have found the Masked, Short-tailed, and Smoky to be the mest numercus shrews.

Don McAlpine spotted an Eastern Pipistrelle among about 70 Myotis bats at
Underground Lake, Albert County, May 5 giving us our third provincial record. The

first two, also found by Don, our only active speleobiologist, were at Kitts Cave,
Kings County and Green Head, St. John County. Marjorie Gray reports bats at Woodstock
Apr. 23, no doubt brought out by the warm spell.

A black, melanistic Red Fox was seen sbout mid-March in the UNB Woodlot,
Fredericton by Arlens Stocek. Chris lajka reported = Woodchuck out of hibernation
at Hopewell Hill April 11,

Birds

After s cold night refroze a large portion of the Long Reach Stan Gorham saw
14 Common Loons at Westfield on the morning of April 12. On May 7 a flock of 13
flew northeast over Hary's Point, Albert County (DC). ;

The report of a Manx Shearwater at Machias Seal Island on the extremely early
date of ilarch 1 (Kathryn Russell, in Guillemot) is most unusual. Gannets were
around lischiss Seal on the early date of March 21 (Russell), About 15 a-
Cormerants were back st Manawagonish Island, off Saint John, larch 31 (Cecil Johnston)
and one was at Fredericton in the first week of April (Peter Pzarce & Melvin Moore).

One of the delights of birdwatching is discovering one of the more exotic
southern herons which warder north during spring. This year we had a Eittle Blue
Heron in immature plumage at Mary's Point Hay 12 (Hary Majka); a Cattle
at Lower Sheffield Hay 22 (Pearces) and another at W#irral, Queens County, May 8
(Owen Washburn family); a Greaz et at Cape Jourimain, Westmorland County, April 23
éstuart Tingley and Bruce Mactavish) and another at Musouash Moy 25 and June 1

Nettie lioore, Willa MacCoubrey and Mrs. Charles Brown); several %gmrgm as

in other recent springs: 1 at Chance Harbour from the last week o April to May 6
(David Baird, Barbera 3oll et 2i) and 3 there May 16 (Phyllis Mullin), 2 at Baie
Vecte Apr. 23 (Tingley & Mactavish), 1 at Mary's Point May 2 (Hary Majka), from one
to three at Saint John West May 21-25 (Johnston), 1 at Great Pond, Grand Manan, lay
5-7 (Brian Dalzell) and 2 at nearby Long Pond Hay 15 (Fredericton Field Naturalists'
Club = FFNC); most unusual of the southern herons was a Louisiana at Chance Harbour
May 23 (Hullin et al). Only one Glossy Ibis was reported, ot Lower Sheffield Apr.
24 (Nick Sheppard).

Although Brant reportedly suffered losses on the wintering grounds Cecil
Johnston found good numbers at Haces Bay, estimating about 1000 on April 24 and May
29 and 2000 on Hay 15. Snow Goose reports, all white birds, were of one zt Harvey,
Albert'County, Harch 30 (Hary Majka), 2 at Lower Jomseg, Hay 2 & 8 (N. Moore &
Johnston) and 7 at Colw:ll's Wharf (Queens Co.?) Hay 5 (Bob Hay).

Two pair of Gadwall wore at Cape Jourimain ldsy 8 (Tingley) and a pair at
Hammond River Hay 9-14 (Wilson). It was a good spring for Redheads: one to two
pairs were in the lcGowan Cosner<Jemseg area Apr. 23-Hay 9 (various observers),
an unprecedented 6 pairs at Cape Jourimain May 8 (Tingley) and one bird at Long
Pond, G.ll. Hay 15 (FFNC). A male King Eider was at Pt. Lopreau Apr. 24 (Johnston).
Lesser Sczup show a praforence for sewage ponds where therc were 2 at Red Head and
B at Saint John West on ilay 16 (Wilson). The numbers of v reported were
more than vsual, including 12 at Saint John West lzy 19 (J%ton; and up to 11 in
a single visit to the Jemseg area (Pearce & .B. Moore). A pair of Oldsqusws well
away from tholr coastal haunts were at Tobique Dam May 20 (Erwin Landauer).

A Cooper's Havik was reported at Alma Mar. 27 (Deichmann). Ancther at Campo-
bello Island fipr. 16 (Peter Vickery et al) was part of a migratory flight that
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included 42 Sharp-shinned Hawks (82% adults), 3 Marsh Hawks, and 6 or 7 .
A Red-shouldered Hawk was seen at Willow Grove, St. John Co. Hay 27 (Ted Sears).
A Swainson's Hawk stayed at Moosehorn MNat'l ¥ildlife Refuge, Maine, from at least
Apr. 24 to [ay 5. Although it closely approached the international boundoxy it was
not definitely seen entering New Brunswick where it would have been the first pro-
vincial record of that western species.

An adult Golden Eagle at Hary's Point March 20 (DC + Mary Majkz) ney have been
the one seen a few miles away last November. Verious people reported Bald Eagles
in thoir usuzl haunts about Deer Island, Westfield, Jemseg and Fredericton,

Stephen Homor was surprised to see at least fifteon Osoreys while canoeing along
the Heduxnekeag between Belleville and Woodstock in early Hay., He did not notice
any major fish run that would have attracted such & numbor.

L white Gyrfalcon, always an exciting find, was at Salem, Albert County, April
28 ("Miko" lizjk2). More pleasing varpthe five Porcyrine reports, more than in recent
spring seasons: 2 immatures at Keswick Ridge 4pr. 10 (Bev & Marc Schneider), 1 there
Apr. 20 (Keenan), an adult at Calodonis Mountain Apr. 24 (Mary Hajka), 1 at Peters-
ville lay 6 (Jan Dexter), and 1 at Harvey, Albext Co. May 7 (lilke Majka). m.
Kestrel arrivals were reported March 17 at Gagotowm (Enid Inch), Mar. 31 at Bloom-

- field (Wilson), and ipr. 2 at Keswick Ridge (Keenan). On April 11, several were
roported in the Fredericton area (sev. obs.) and on the 23rd 55 were seen in the
Chignecto Isthmus region (Tingley & Hactavish). First lierlin was at Fredericton Apr.
5 (Mary Pugh).

A Common Gallinule at Mary's Point Hay 5 (Mary iajka) was unusual, especially
since it was on salt wator; the high spring tide that day probably flooded it out
of tp%\upper marsh edges. Shorebird highlight of the spring was 2 moulting male
Ruff at [&cGowan Corner Hay 2, 3 anc 7 by the Pearces, Nettie Moore and others.

Lesser Yell s scarce in spring, were 1 at Jemseg May 3 (DC, Healpine & Gayl
Hipporson's. and 2 at Bloomfield Hay 8 (Wilson). Shorebird arrivals included an oarly

Black-bellicd Plover at Chance Herbour and another at Saint John Waost jpr. 22 (Cliff
Jones), = Ruddy Turnstonc at Castalia fiay 14 (FRNC), an ja, Woodcock at Fundy Park
HQ March 15 iBarry Spencer), one =t Rothesay Mor. 18 (Fred Brock) and another at
Deep Jove, Gali., Mar. 26 (Elmer Wilcox), a C at Barker's Pt., Apr. 6
(Jean Allen) and onewknowing at Gagetown hpr, 12 (inch), an esrly Solitary Sand-
pipexr at Hartlnon fpr. 20 (Bvan Smith), an carly Greater Yeollowlegs at Browns Flat

Apre 10 (Gorham), a Pectoral Sancpiper and & Dunlin 2t Cape Jourimain Apr. 23 (Tingley
& Mactavish). Between 10 and 20 Dunlin were at iMaces Bay Hay 25 (Johnston).

The gull of the season was seen by Peter Vickery in Saint John Harbour iday 20 -
an adult Mew Gull flying around the stern of the "Princess of Acadia." Efforts by
local birders to relocate the bird were unsuccessful so probably it soon left the
area. Lingoring winter gulls included = Clauccus 2t }McGowan Corner Hay 3 (Adam),
one at Dalhousie Hay 20 or 21 (Jean-Paul Lebels, 2 Icelands at Mary's Peint iay 21
(DC) and another at Pt. Escuminac Hay 20 (Tim Davis).

The earliest Puffins appesred at Hachias Seal Island April 12 and by the 26th
about 600 were pmosent, while 100 Razorbills arrived there Apr. 13 (Russells, in
Guillemot). On Hey 15 the Fredericton Field Naturalists' Club trip to Grand Manan
wes interested in about 20 Black Guillomots bobbing about beneath the high cliffs
where they breed at Southwest Head.

In addition to the Harch 12 record mentioned last issue, jlourning Doves
appeared at Debec (Homer) and Saint John (DC) on March 22 and at Fairvale Har. 24
(Charles Byers). A probable Screach Owl was calling at Mary's Point Apr. 23 and
24 (DC). A fomale Great Horned Owl was anparently incubating on her nest high in
& tree neaer Kingston Apr. 17 (Wilsen) and a young was visible in the nest iay 8
(Evan Smith).
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An unusually early (2 record in fact) Common Nighthawk was seen at Saint John
West on April 2 (Dexter). Another April nighthawk was at Castaliz Apr, 20 (Dalzell).
Hore usual appearances began May 22 st Woodstock (Gray). A Ruby-throsted Hummingbird
at Red Rock, near Stanley, on May 7 (Harold Hatheway) was a week to ten days shead of
most of its kind.

An Eastorn Phosbe was 2t ilartinon, St. Joha Co,, on iarch 25 (E. Smith) but most
observers didn't report them till Apr. 16-18. Tree Swallows appearsd at Seal Cove
Apr. 13 (fide Milcox), 2t Saint John Apr. 14 (Milson, end in several areas Apr. 17-19.
An early B liow was ot lachias Seal Apr. 17 (Russell), another at Colpitts
Settlement, Albert Co. Apr., 27 (Mary Hajka). First Purple Martin sppeared zt Hammond
River ipr. 23 (C.K, Wilson).

Thirteen Hockingbizds wore zoported May 15 to June 5, at Woodwards Cove (FFNC),
Moncten (Doreen Carter), Saint John (3 aress - DC, Johnston, Ken Baxter), iaces Bay
(Johnston), Gunningsville {}irs. L. T'ce), Dalhousia (Lebel), Lake Utopia (Stanley
Tetton), Maces Bay (Johnsten), Gunningsville (Mrs. L. Rice) and Nauwigewauk (Martin
Thouas), Six Brown Thrashess Apr. 20 to May 20 were distributed from Machias Seal
Island to ilary's Point and inland to Debes and Keswick Ridge. The only stﬂ
Blusbirds ware ona at Dovglas, Fredericton, Mey 14 (B. Schneider) and a pair investi-
geting 2 bird house at Lower Coverdals Hay 19-20 (Jack Fraser). Two
on the Mirsmichi wera at Porter®s Cove May 20-June & (Davis).

Two lazge movements of Robinz were reported. Dozens appesred at Gagetovm (Inch)
and hundreds ot Jomeeo {Niven Thorne) on March 31 and there was "a big Influx over-
night” at Hammond River whersz cicse to 1000 wers in one fleld Apr. 14 (Milson).
Wintar Wrens and Ruby-crouned Kinglets seemod scarce this spring, perhaps having
suffored from the seveore wintezr westher {n the eastern U,.S.A. An early Ruby=-crown
was apperantly seen in Froderictea diring the week of April 10 (8. Schneider, Jean
Nobloj. Tha only Blus-oray Gnaicatcher raported this spring is our first northern
NuB. zecnrd, one at linceu Island fay 23 (Lebel),

The lasi three Boherlan Waxwing reports of the winter were of 20 nt Debec Mar.
23 (Hgmar), 71 at Frodoricton Apr. 14 (M. Bartlett) and 1 at jioncton Apr. 18 (Carter).
Cedax Waxwings appeared ifay 21 et Fradericton (Varty), Rav 22 at Mary's Point (DC)

and [lay 22 at Hatmend Rlver (Wilson).

The only unusual warblen report couiaos frem Evan Smith who identified a
Connactizul Warblc: et Tracy lay 17. Y= ruports that it had a complete eye-ring and
full gray heed (hat wae lightsr wn tho threat., Probably because of cool weather
werblexs did not arrive back sarly, - fizst reporicd being Black-and-White at
Mary's Point Hay 10 (Dianc Griffini, Tenoessee May 19 at Honcton iDnvid Currie) and
Crookad Bridge Brook, Northurmberiarnd Go. (Daizell), xag:;ng at Fredericton May 13
{(Pearce, N. Moozec), Eaztin at Grand Hanan Hay 14 (FFNC), Yel at Grand danan
(FRC), Douglas (Y. Scriicider) and Hary's Foint May 14 ("Thke Hajka), lia at
- Hammond River Hay 18 (¥ilson), Capa Hay ai Big Hole Brook Moy 19 (Davis), Blacke
 throated Blue at Crookod Eridge Hrook Hay 18 (Dalzall), Yellow- ed at Hartinon
Apr. 20 (E, Smith), gl_?«k-;;ti cked Croon et Grand Manan May 14 iFF}C,, Blackburnian

C
at Grand Hanan iay 14 (FFNC), Chostnut.sided et iloncton Hay 19 (Currie), Bay-breasted
at Crooked Bridge Brooic Hay 20 IUalzcu;. Blackpoll at Hammond River (Wilson) and
Hary's Pt. (DC) iay 23, Dalm at Machiss Seal island Apr. 17 (Russell), Qvenbird at
Tustle Crock May 17 (Curria), N, Watesthrush at Albert kines May 5 (DC), L‘ﬂ.)r_n;g_q

at Muzroll Lake llay 22 (Lavis), Yellcwtnrost st Hammoad River May 18 (Wilson),
Wilson's at ioncton iay 19 (Cursic), Cenada ot Hammond River May 21 (¥ilson) and Am.
Redstort at North Head Hay 15 (FFNC). Secveral of those were probably back a few
deys oarlier but unraported.

£n early Bobelint was at Penobsguis iay 9 (Currie); they were noticed in eight
other areas Hoy 13-18. Baltlmorc Orioles were reported in soven areas May 15-18

T




« 80 i

and in four others through the 23rd, The number of Scarlet Tanagers was about
average, the first being & young male 2t Hoyt May 11 zlﬁko Snmv; and one at Keswick
Ridge Hay 16 (Keenan),

The overwimtering male Cardinal at Belmont in the Szint John area was sasn up
until the weekend of April 9-10 (Mrs. E.F. McIntosh). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
appeared jlay 17 at Hammond River (Wilson), Keswick Ridge (Keenan) and Lower St. hiary's
(N. Moore). Three male Indigo Buntings probably were caught up by a high level jet
stream and swept north to Saint John where they asppeared at three feeders (Florance
Christie , Joan Sellers and Sharon Peacock) cn the unlikely date of April 6, not guite
a record since 'a similar bird had appeared 3t Long Reach on April 4, 1970 (HMrs. R.J.
Collins), Interestingly one also zppeared at Lower West Pubnico, N.S. but reported
on April 5 (N-S. Bird Socioty).

Howover, the oddest finch of our epring was the biri that puzzled Cecil and
Doris Johnston when it appearcd at thoir feeder Haxch 31. Just frustrated by using
their North American bird Hooks, they consulted a borrowed Buropean guide, to identify
it as a Eurgpean Greenfinch. Thu bird made a brlef return on April 3 when Cecil was
able to map three photos to confirm its identity, The guestion whether it was an
escape from =n aviary, a hitch hiker on a transeAtlantic ship or a natural vagrant
is impossible to answer but the third choice seems least 1ikely. (Perhaps the
Johnstone should be awarded the Order of Chignecto Rose for having seen such an odd
bird). One wonders wheiher the occurrence during April of European Goldfinches at
two localities in Maine could bz related.

A signal for New Brunsvickers to watch their finches carefully was the
occurrence of a House Finch cn Apr. 26 (Bill Towneend) at Sorrento, izine, only 60
miles west of Grand Manan, That western finch recently estzblished snd spreading
in the eastern U.S. is a certainty t¢ appzar here within a few years, perhaps even
in 1977. Our native look-zlike, the Purple Finch remained common at feeders through
April and iiay, being particularly numerous in the Ssint John, Gagetown, Cambridge and
Upper Yoodstock areas.

The only Rufous-zided Towhee reported was a male at Honcton May 13-17 (Carter).
An esrly Savannsh Sparrow was at Gagetewn Apr. 3 when 25 Dark-eyed Juncos appeared
there (Inchi. Nettie Hoore writes that Juncos were very abundant in the Fredericton
area following the storm of April 8 and =t the same time 2 huge flight was noted along
the coast of Maine Ap=. 9-1C (Townsend), On thz other hand in Albert County they
were not especially numezous at that time (IC}. A Junco found desd at St. Hartins
(Arline Bradshew) on lfarch 21 had hec. banded near Cooshchocken, Pennsylvania last
Dec. 19. The last two Tree Soarrows were seen Apr. 17 at Gagetown (Inch) and one
stayed at Hary's Poini till the 24th, the same day that the first Chippi arrow
arrived there (BC). Hary's Pt. also had & Figld rrow (May 6-8, DC & Majkas)
another of which was 2t Easc Rivevside Apr. 24-26 (Joyce Golden).

#Whit ed Sparrows were quite numersus, the first being 2 at Hammond
River hlilson§ and 1 at licGowan Corner (Bob Hay) on HMay 1. By the 9th Evan Smith
had 20 at his feeder at Martinon. On the 15th 10 were in the Johnsten's yard at
saint John West and on Hay 22-23 they were'abundanton iéfscou Island (Lebel). We had
few reports of White~-throat arrival, perhaps because of the number of overwintering
birds. April 20 and 21 were dates mentlonod., Descen Carter was interested to hear
White-throats singing all night during May, after her neighbours had installed &
"dusk till dawn" outdoor light, which in sssence gives the birds a bright full moon
every night of the month. No la-oe numbers of Fox Sparrows were reported; one bird
with an injured leg, but flying and feeding wall, lingered at Hary's Point till May
17 (Mary HMajka). Sona Sparrows were little reported after the end of HMarch. An
early m@?ﬂrﬂ was oo Machias Seal Island Apr. 19 and Snow Buntings lingered
there through the end of April (Russells).
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Seldom a season goes by without a few reports of albino birds. The blackbird
family is particularly often mentioned and this spring I was informed of an all white
Common Apr. 24 at Saint John West (Bud Crandall) and of = white Cowbird during
April at Mrs. [i.W. Jones' feeder at Cummings Cove, Deer Island.

Reptiles and Amphibizns

First snzke reported was a Garter at Turtle Creek May 5 (hMark Majka, McAlpine
8 IC). The few amphibian reports we have come mostly from Stan Gorham who found
2 Spotted S-lamanders in the breeding pools at Oak Pt. Apr. 16, 2 Wood Frogs calling
there Apr, 17, 8 to 10 at Browns Fiat the next day, and the first two Spring Peepers
calling at the Flat Apr. 20. At Mary's Point 10 Peepers and 5 Wood Frogs werec calling
Apr. 23 and a very early Am. Toad was calling May 5 (DC).

Invertebrates
Some signs of spring from the insect world were = Green Commz butterfly (DC)

and bees (Mary iHajka) flying about at Shampers Bluff March 28, the annual invasion
of the house by black ants at Caledoniz Hountain Apr. 7 (Mary Majka), i
butterflies at Lower St, Marys and Mactacuac Apr. 17 (N. Moore) and the wonderful
hum of Mpsguitos =t Woodstock Apr, 25 (Gray).

Flora

Reports on the bloominc of spring flora have mostly come in so recently that
I have not had time to summarize them. As a result they will be reported in the
next issue. One chservation of special note was made by Donald McAlpine on the
Caribou Roacd (Upsalguitch River), Restigouche County on May 29th. On that day he
was fortunate enough to discover the rare Fairy Slipper Orchid, Calypso bulbosa.

SHOREBIRD COLOUR-MARKING 19773 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

In 1977, the Canadian Wildlife Service will be continuing an extensive programme
of banding and colour-marking shorebirds in Jemes Bay, with the objective of defining
migration routes used by shorebirds on their journeys between the Arctic breeding
grounds and wintering areas,

Feather dyes and coloured leg bands will be used to mark the birds., If you see
a marked shorebird, please record details of: species, place, date, colour-marks and,
if possible, numbaers of other shorebirds present. For colour-dyad birds, please re~
cord the colour and arez of the bird that was dyed. For colour bands and standard
metal leg bands please record which lag the bands were on, the colours involved, and
the relative position of the bands if more than one was on a leg (e.g. right leg,
blue over metal, etc.). A note should also be made whether the bands were below or
above the "knee" of the bird.

Thank you very much for your assistance. All reports will be fully acknowledged
and should be sent to: Dr. R.I.G. Morrison, Canadian Wildlife Service, 2721 Highway
31, Ottal'la, mtario, Canada KIA OE7.
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The Huntsman Marine Laboratory in St. Andrews is seeking information about the
37 foot long white shark Carcharodon careharias that was caught in 2 weir at White
Head Island on June 1930, Because this is apparently the largest white shark on
record, proof of its size is required. They have obtained one tooth from the shark
but are anxious to have any zdditional information on this monstrous shark.




