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T6= 8ird Count
David Christie

Althougl 28 Christmes Bird Counts were conducted in New Brunswick, this report
will deal with only 27, since the results of a Bay of Fundy count on board the
"Princess of Acadia" are not available =t this time. That count will be reported
later. Fewer people took part and they spent less time afield than in the last three
years, as can be seen in the accompanying table.

1972:3 19724  1974-5  1973-6 = 19767

Number of Counts 27 27 27 27 27 (28)
Total Participants 289 322 384 374 k)
Total party-hours s21 617 660 610 572
Total feeder reports 102 102 113 130 136
Total birds 39,463 67,692 49,688 59,115 42,795
Total species 103 113 103 106 105
Additional species 8 9 6 5 “
in perioed y

The totzl number of species recorded, 105, was average when compared with
the past five years and none was new to the record of Christmss Counts in New Bruns-
wick (155 species, plus 8 others in count period).

Overall highlights of 1976-77 werc the large numims of sparrows and of Evening
Grosbeaks. . lack of snow during November and early December may have favoured
sparrows and other ground fesders. That was ended in southern New Brunswick by a
major snow storm on the 17th, the day before the count period began. Numerous
lingering summer birds disappeared during cold snaps in the first and second wecks of
Dacember, although a few at feeders survived to be counted.

Among weterbirds there was little unusual. . late Grest Blue Heron was
especially unusual st Fredericten. Three Brant at Eastport-Campobelle were unusual
there (=1though numerous at White Head Island this wintor). If planned counts at
Grand Hanan and Lepreau had taken place we might hzve had more details about Thick=
billed Murres which may have been blown in along our shore. A record 64 were seen
at Eastport-Campobelle, onec st St. /ndrews and one - a great surprise - in a forry
crossing on the Kennebecasis River =t Hammond River-Hampton. Although it didn't count
on the list, another thicke~bill, quite recently enten by 2 predator, was found at
Riverside~ilbert. Some diving ducks, Common Goldenaye, White-winged Scoter, Surf
Scoter and Rod~broasted lierganser, werc apparently scarcer than usual.

Host hawls were reportod in about sverage numbers, but Goshawks were seen in
only two areas. Sackville had the only substantizal number of Rough~leggs as well
as 4 Marsh Hawke =nd a provincizl recorc of 4 Short-eared Owls, The Tantramar Harsh
is excellent habitst for =11 three species. Only two Bald Ezgles were counted this
year, 2 disappointment after the plezsing 19 in 1975. Three Herlins (Pigeon Hawks),
one Am. Kestrc) (Sparrow Hawk) 2and much more unusual, two Red-shouldered Hawks,
were reported, The only other owls were Great Horned, there being not even 2
mention during count period of Snowy, Barred or Saw-whet.

Ruffed Grouse continue in high numbers for the third year while Spruce Grouse
remain typlcally scarce, at least in the places we count birds. Pheasants, of
localized distribution, were found morc numercusly than in the past three years,
but a bit bolow the long-~term average,

Slightly more than avorage numbers of Rock Doves (pigeons) were counted and
for the second year, there was a high number of Mourning Doves, occurring in the
milder areas along the Bay of Fundy.

Only 2 single Pilested Woodpecker wes reported, as compared to 9 and 11 in the
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last two years. Halry Woocpackars continued high for the third year, while the

smaller Downy wee found in average numbers. Lamocue Tsland takee the honours for three-
toed Woodpeckers, having 2 of the 5 Black=backs and one of the 2 Northerns seen on this
winter's counts. 4 Common Flicker lingered at Cape Tormentine.

Gray Jays were in low numbers, a2t least in southern N.B., yet a record 52 were
found on the Nictau=Riley Brook count., Blue Jay numbers were about average for recent
years and Comion Ravens were also present in average numbers. On the other hand,
Common Crows werc in significantly higher numbers than during the past five years
(9 eastern »nd inland counts had their highest number ever) although at just about the
average levol.of 1962-70.

A1l the smell, insectivorous forast birds werc scarcer than ususl. Black-
capped Chickedeoes were a bit below aversgs numbers but Boreal Chickadees were very
low. Both Red=-brossted and White-breasted Nuthatches, 2s well as Brown Creepers and
Golden=crowned Kinglets were scarce, except in a3 fow areas.

im. Robins lingered in good numbers and thexe was even a Hermit Thrush at
Sackville. 4 Hockingbird was found on the Moncton count and a Brown Thrasher during
count period st Peanficld., Small numbers of Bohemian NHaxwings gencrally began
appearing just ot the end of the yeer, although Newcastle~Chatham had 20 on the 19th,

Average numbsrs of Northern Shrikes were present. Starlings and House Sparrows
were less sbundant than usual, A naw record for Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warblers
was agein established - Can you imagine 44?1 - at Cepe Tormentine. Our hardiest ware
bler also was found at Cambridge-Narrows and Fundy Park,

Brown~headod Cowbirds were found in average numbers, but moderately high
numbers of Rec-winged and Rusty Blackbirds, and Common Grackles were seen. There
were also Eastcrn leadowlarks on two counts,

Cardinuls « single birds on thrsc counts = wera recorded for the fourth year
in a row. Two Dickcillels wore attending bird feeders and there were Rufous-sided
Towhees on five different counts, more than ever bofore.

Evening Grosbeaks wore found in the highest ever numbers on New Brunswick
counts, almost twice as meny as in 1968, the best provious year. 26 counts recorded
them =nd they visitod Hachias Seal Island, the 27th, during count pericd. Purple
Finches, usually scarce in early winter, were scen on most counts and their numbers
were greater thon in any yeer since 1964, tpodstock had & rocord 176. Pine Gros=-
beaks were wicely distributed in moderate numbers.

The remeinder of the finchee were in small numbers; Common Redpolls, Pine
Siskins (excopt mt Hartland and on the Toblquo Valley counts) and /im. Goldfinches
were moderately scarce. Crossbills, ospecially the Red, were rare. (To loamn
where all the !Mitee-wingsd Crossbille and Redpolls were, read Stuart Tingley's
note later in this lssue on the count at St. Anthony, Wfld.)

) Sperrovs -are unusuzlly commen this winter and the counts show it nicely.
White-throated and Song Spaprows wore czch almost twice as common 2s in the best
previous year. i record 25 Songs werc ot lioncton 2nd, had the neturalists' club
not changed the drta for the Saint John count, there would probably have been 2 record
of 100+ White-throais there. Tree Sparrows and Fox Sparrows were as common as they
have been previously, Dark-oyoed Juncos were in moderate numbers, particularly in
Albert County where they outnumbered the Tree Sparrows. In addition, Savannah,
Chipping, White~crowned and Swemp Sparrows were reported on the counts.

" The open country birds were also common. Horned Larks were in as high num-
bers as last yesr, and Sackville set provincisl records for Lapland Longspurs, 87,
and Snow Buntings, 28861 The other counts in esstern New Brunswick also had good
numbers of Snow Buntings.
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B of iy (5¥)
o bonvd the “Princoss of Ac=diat, To be meporied later,

¥achics Seal Igimad (MSI)
Clear; ground tare, Dithy Mussell, Maleclm Rassell, Willisn Tomsend (non-garticimnt ecupiler.

Betport Ouporells (5.5)

Clear; 0.5 on, oow cover, Sldney Bahst, Willinm Towmsand (canpiler).

Fine mod sunnyt pround snow covervd whote 4rifted, considemable ice on by-roads, freshate  frosen.

M¥ve, Steve Adwwowics, Mrs, Hollis Eariletd, May Sartlett, Mrs, Lewrence Bartlett, Mrs, Dmald Jomoon, M.
& Mrs, Fonpeth Iaagmaid, Mre. Cocil Lowasy, Norman Mais, Tan Moffsts, H, Wille MacCoaubrey (ccmpiler), Mes.
Domld Melessa, Mra, Fred Puttor, Ricland Smunders, Mre. Severley Scott, Mr, & Mrs, Dnvid Wadker, Mrs, V.
AL

Fomnficld (Fenn.)
Suneyy,- ot much smow, ebb & lov tide, 4O, Marshoume, Mrs, M,C. Morchouss {compiler), Mn & Mes, E,A, Nam,
Kra, B. Razsoll.

Saint Jai= (1)

Clear, 20 om. froch mov, fresh@ter frosen, saltweter cpen, Invid Chrietio, Floremoe Clristie, Joyue Go 1den,
Fo-e Jorbom, Stomley Gorham (6cmpiler), Kit Gmabam, Cscil Jehnston, Doris Jokmston, Dan Medlpios, Gorda Redstae,
¥arion Hegers, Mgy Ross, Dx 3 Myo, Allan Salisrs, Murien Shexweed, Dowid Smith, Dven Gul th, Milie Widdsrshoven,
Dady Widdershoven,

ELW (Sﬁ.n.)

tverunct, wilh sungy inberals, Jabes and ponds frozen, rivers and brocks open; ground fmzen, icy.

Tol. Boadelpey, Nro. JLN. Bradataw,

Pdy Matieml Tasle (B2)

clrar, 62 ca, frouh anov inland, 23 cm. st cesst, lmkas frezen; bimoh reed crop fmir to pod, ocnifers porr,
Lersios ond weod geeds fals ki cosst, poor oo bighlapds, Trecy Hlack, Bert Puckaran, Les Gy, Nowms Goy
Goun King, Iasy ¥ajos, Choryl Glesn, George Simclalr, Sedgewick Sinclalr, Barxy Spencer (ceompiler),

lesgusrite Volohsim Spemver, Beian 2 a, § Wemtzell,

Dwrrids Allwst (ALB)

Croxenst, & fow womy perinis 4o n; patches of snow And ice in the openg 25 oo crustsd snow in voods; most
freubrautes frozon,  Eropdn Burgoki, Michel Purmyneld , Tony Pargynsiki, Dwid Christie, Chris Msdn (crmpl ler),
Ik Yafim, Mazy 15205, Mecnyslaw Mnjim, Susan Burdy, Russell Piit, Brian Tamsend.

Saclwllle (Sack)

Clew= and mortly puny easly a,n, Iater clandy, 20425 e, new snow, heevily dxifted in flaces snd bloamolear
iz expoved pviasy Lionh setes nostly Trosen, salt weter filled with fce flews; abundeat woed and gmss seeds
sveilable in £1-060 and exyosed dyks faces; ame crop fair,, Poter Faxihouse, Dorden Pumns, Trever Comnd,
Hiz=ich Sicrias. Aem Hoiwell, Beb Yacberton, foqy Lock, Al Smith {compiler), Salph Stopps, Stuart Tingley.

Mowtan (K0tH)

Cleaxr, wntil 3 r=; 50 o=, cnow oowes; chbreams epon, Mx. & Mrs, Haxilien Baird, Roger Flecgulsre, Mrs, A,
Barmynelsi, Moo, RE. Derctar, Invid Christie, Albert Comier, Don Cormier, Yves Cormier, Brisn Dhlzsll, Dn &
¥rs, JA, Debson, Daryl Dumetts, K-s, Mirguerite Hops, Louis Iaplerre, Pred Llgyd, Faal Lloyd, Dr, & Mrs,
N Wi, Mre, Peggy ¥oKinley, Winston Prince, ¥Mr. & Mre, 7,3, Prouds, Mr. & Mrs. 5111 Qurierwain, Nre.
Brarbams Seirmter, Brin Towcend |, Doug Waliesa (compiler),

Capo Tammenbine (O7)

Clear, 70-25 on. cof, new onov, expesod aran Mom Misly clear and ccnaidemble drifting, fresh waier fozen,
2alt yutor Inxgely ficacn with open lesds fram Ospe Tormsmtine So Mamsh Point; genemilly thin moow cover

= optn expesed flelde effoidsd good foeding by greund formging specles, good omme ccop o spruce trees,
oroaclelly white syouce aloyg the coast, Doter Dardhouse, Trevor Canrnd, Elnrich @arries, Rolhmssll,
Eoinc Migoa, Al Smdsh (oomyiler), Shmrt Tingley, Rulph Stopps.
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Faxhiboguse Hatieoal Paske (KN2)
Clear, 2063 one snow comery salt weter partly fpen nnd frostwater fromsn, Jonnfuy Chemric, Roger Migh
Bul Gommin, Demis Goden, Jooelyre Goguen (compiler), Plarsetto Goguen, Sterher Enades, Camsl Lavesque,
Teo Mertin, Duvid Robietzud, MoWillian Saver,

Yeweastle-Chathun (MIR)

A few conttezed clouds; all ground and water fromn, 38 eme of snov, Mazparet Adsms, Ow1 Anderem, Sesbam
drchitald, MurilynFoston, Tdith Soudrems, Mes, Hobert Dmnaficld, 3111 Campball, Rismy ks, Mls Coster, Nrs,
Gralae Crocier, Fhyllis Crowe, Thoms Flynn, Vernen Gondfallov, Andrev Criave, Fiyllis Jardims, John el ng,
Den Lefloup, Broen.  -xa Lotan, Ivems Loggle, Samh Lounstury, Nors MoEenzie, dmra Rodgere, Thoresn Ross,
Vesbera of St. Micinels Comvent, Jack Scott, Duthy Boott, Mra, Gerdan Stoeves, Diven Batheriend, Doag Undothill,
Beverly Yan Zock, Mra, Juc Yhn Lesuwen, Mrry whllsr, (compiler), Ian Willcer, Lylo Waller, Ton Wealon

Murgirot Whenton,

Ile Inzequat ot Baippama (LAM)

Summy, ground covered with 36 om. mnov. Water froen at the merthern side of 2e ialmnd.H ihire Chiassm
(campller), Mo Ross-Aline Chinssan,

Sussox (Suss)
Surmy, ground frosen with 13 cm snne, wntar frosen, Thams Anderson (conpller), Gladys Heikford , Tavid
Cuxistie, Barriet Folkins, Isatell Foulger, Bexyla Gortan, Gadys Steeves, Drian Townsand,

Humod River ~ Buapton (R1ON)

clear and muny, 15-30 cn. snow cover, ground cevered, alwmost ell weber frozen, B, Hacquiexe, D, Christis,
Po Chaks, L. Darling, F. Darling, I, Tyleann, Nra, P, Ealtmugh, Mrs, W, Mschndrews, D. Mdlpine, Mrs, G, Sayre,
T. Sayre, Brisn Townserd, Yrs. M. Widdershoven, 3. Widdershoren, C K. Wilsen, Mrs, J, Wils one

Dazbridge.tntboss (C.N)
Senry, 5 o=, sow an pround; lales frozen, brodks cpen. Ams Tolyoe, Mrs, Havold Delyea, Mrs, Birry Belyg

DG Carpenter, Mre. Iawmeme Carpentor, Mrs, Bruce Clnse, Jazes Conooll, Mre. Vemom Camell, Znid Inch
{compiler), Mrs, W1llam MoCorrmchio, Mrs, Avibur Forry, ¥rs, Jobn Perry, Mré. Bseon Fugsloy, Mrs, R.G.
Hovinsen, Mrs, Bmsst Syphor, Maw, Niven Thowrs, Mrs, AR, Walker, Mrs, Treic B, Webb, Miss X Verden.

Jeuseg (7RY)

Clear sky: anow oover 20-35 oz, Yo opan wator oxcept 2 small areas, Christophor Adan, If 11%an Baird, Do
Gemld Cliyden, lucy Dydr, Malvin 5, Moos, Fettia Moors (ccmpiler), Rotert Fower, Mrs, Am Steppard, Dr, Owen
Wuihburn,

Fredericton (FTCN)

Homtly eloudy, eeme pnowflurrios. Baiwy water and loe omditicos over 0 om. of &ncw; river 30 % open.

Mro & Mrs, Chris Adam, Mr. Walter Adans, Jobm Buer, V, Biver, Mrs, E Glenis, Dr, B. Caloers, Dr. G,

Clsydan, Btephen Clayden, Mre, C.%J. Cwgg, Dr. D. Fouler, Kevin Pouler, Miss Dlen Gregg, Mrs, J. Griffiths,
Mr, B, Tegermn, Burold Bsthasy, Kro, J, Beyward, Clifford Jooos, Nettie Mooes, Albart Morsds, Miss M

¥elair, Devid Bodle, Jemn Nobls, Prof, F.8, Cliver, Mrs, J. Potersen, M. Sqrgeant, Dr, Beverloy Schraider
{eampiler), Prof, Muck Bchosider, Mr, & Mrs, Wick Skepminsd, Dr, & Mre, A, Squires, F. Stocml, B, Stk Jr.,
¥ra, Mildred Todd, Dorctly Wrty, Dre W Vurty, Eerseth Mhekbtem, Owen Wasbhum, Sheila Waahbum, Busan Washbum,
¥, Vetmerw, Reonfe Wilsm,

Maotaqus (MAC)
Clear, tumning cloudy, 40 on. onowy clear ckarnels belew darm, Sterbeon Bartlett, Iinda Dodge, Jeff Curmm,
Cli£f Jores, Mrs. Hoornm, Erwce Mirtin, i Falger (campiler).

Stanloy (STAN)
Ehifting from oleod and snowflurries to soattersd cleuds nd s, Ground frozen, 15-30 m, snov (crust ur dox)
fixrivogan fov opm water holes, . Mtheesy (compller), Sep Huyes,

Beclowic (RACK)

Sooving, 20 om, fresh saoe and 15 on. of bacd, frogen snove Ford Alward (ocapiler), Joan Alvand, Maxic

Alward, Evelyn Corey, Stare Corey, Claire Cromkhite, Dorotly Flewelling, Miwid Civan, Riel Given, Sob Squd ros Jr,
Hotort Squires, Sr,, Lalu Stairs, Mollie Tmil,
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Woodstoak (WETE)
Cleudy, 1ight snow with sy periods. No cpan weter, 50 on. muov oo groumde Mrs. Hlalr Avery, Mre, Clintcn
Chric, Mra, Gu¥. Clasio, Mss Ruby Chrks, A5, Comnsll, Gemald Temings, Mrs, Buns Bpetedn, Christopher Thwellhg
¥ra, Yoleon Flewslling, Mes, Dovid Fry, Mrs, Mirjoie Gy, Mrs, Eaith Balmuth, ¥ies Daren Hioe, Mr, & Mre
Karcath C. Hemer, Stapben Hoper, Mormy Hidiand, Mrs, Wil Jews, Demde Kintall, Mrs, Ciarles McDosald, Mrs.
Derald, Wixem, Dr, 5,A, Olastesd, Bric Rendall, Micheal Righy, RuJu & Dowes Spesr, Hobert Speor (carpiler),
¥rd, Rcbert Speer, Mra, CuH. (Sud) Stewart, Mre, Cocll Stewart, Mrs, Derald Stewart, Mrs, Charlas Webh,

Hartland (HART)
Clmdy toa snowstarmy weter frosan, sxcept for scall cpan #pots alemg strenm; spowcovemd, 3-5 cm, in
fields to S0cm, in forest, Bl Balyes, Doondd Kinball, Tve Latscn, Lily Righy, Mokmel Rigly (compiler),

Porth-Andover (P-al
Clear then flurries nod cloudy, river ice oovered except mpids, Mre, Cecrge Fuind, BB, Desombant,
P.We Trito, M.E. Wnstters (conpiler),

Plastor Boek (FR)
Mostly summy; river fresen, foy romds, 50 cu, emusty snow, Mro, Wemdell Cmuferd, Ervinlaadsuar,
Miricn Iandauer, Mrs, Sterhan Faetich (ccopilor), Mrs. Teltert Reed, Mrs, Jack Peynelds, Mrs, Barald Scinnes,

Mictau-Bilay Brock (WIT)

Clear, clouding cver, light snov. 50 cme smow Toblque River fromsn with open stretclas o weter, Mr, &
Mrs. Alex Fmegr, Mrs. Lorne Disoond, Mr, & Mrs, Flph Howrd, Me. 2 Mrs. Garsld Kiommy, MNre, Archie
Enodtan, Ervin & Marie Iandsuer, Nr, £ Mrs, Jom Melarty, Wilm }51lsr (compilex), Pady mnd Klimbeth
Ricktoer, Blake and Mirgaret Sutherland,

Food for Young Birds

Vera Hutt of Saint John has had considerable success in raising nestlings
brought to her by neighbsurhood children. She takes hard-boiled egg, arrowroot
biscuit, and dried greens and fruit, moistens it, and mashes it all together.

Newfoundland - Winter Paradise for Birders

Stuart Tingley

I made an incredible 10-day trip to Newfoundland with Davis Finch and Peter
Vickery. We did Christmas Counts at Gros hiorne, St. Anthony and L'Anse-aux-Meadows.
Gros Morne had a record high of 37 species, highlights being 2 Northern Shrikes
and ptarmigan numbers about 30 in total including the first Rock Ptarmigan (5) on
an eastern North American C.B.C. thanks to Peter Hope who climbed Gros Morne.

St. Anthony tied its cld recoxd of 33 species but numbers of individuals ex-
ceeded the previous three-years combined. It was the most impressive count I'd ever
been on -~ just incredible finch numbers for such a bleak, forbidding environment.
We set 4 new North American all-time highs for Glaucous Gulls (290), White-winged
Crossbill (4184), Common Redpoll (3885), and Pine Grosbeak (1847). There was an
unbelievable crop of mountain ash berpies 2s well as an overwhelming cone-crop.

At L'Anse-aux-deadows we were on Cloud 9 with an afternoon flight of Ivory
Gulls, a total of 10 seen by tha four observers, 30+ had been seen the previous
day by local hunters. All in all it was probably my best birding trip ever.



