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This iopue of the New RBrungwick Naturalist, ss usual, containn reports and ob—
gorvationa from acrosa the province. Alas, there is & sad and semetimes tragic note
running through thoase reporis. More and mare ofton we hear of habitats and opecies
threataned, wentonly destroyed, or encroached upon by develapment end "progresa”.

Moot vulnerahle and at the same time mopt threatened appeara to be our goastal
zone — beaches, mand dunes salt marshes, rnd estweries. Dave Christie'o obmer—
vations about the dwindling foreast wildernsss in northern New Zrunawick might alan
pertain to our only coestal "wildernsss" which, although being considered for expan-
sion of Fundy ¥ationel Park, probabliy will be davelsped and made accesnible to g
greater degree than necensary.

Spurred by the threat of another oll refinery along the Bay of Fundy the fedsr-
ation has presented a brief o a U.S. Government hearing on the Bestpori proposal.
At staks, there,are the tremendously rich marina resourcss of Passamagueddy Bay, in-
cluding the hardees of phalaropes and galle mentioned 4n this issue. At the head of
the Bay of Pundy the possibility cf tidsl powsr dam construction poees a thresat tn
the muiflats and marshes which nourish countlese sandpipers. In Saint John, Yew-
cestle and elpewhere velusble and fragile aaliwater marghes ere being destroyed by
derming, draining and the dwwing of garbage. Ageain our federation has gone to the
defence of thooe marshes in a brief te the Legislature’s Select Cormittee on Rural
Land Usa.

At Tracadls, Bathurst, Mery'e Peint, beaches once used hy & few sgwimmers and
hilkers are now nrpen to four-wheel drive wehiclen, metorcycles, dune buggies and
veople whoge only aim aeems to be to race up and down those nesting and resting
places of ghorebirds. In other summers, Peter Pearce revorted m nmuwher of Piping
Plovers on Buctouche Bar. This yoor he saw none there.

Those are, olan, only a few oxampleu of protlema which could make & long, sad
liet, It ocours to me that each & 1ist perhaps would convince our government that
all ic not well in New Fruncwiclk, despite the recent Bcolngical Reserves Act and &
hard-working Environmentsl Council. T weuld like to hear from you regerding much
prohlema.

Mary Yajke
P.8, W¥We have just learned that, due to the effortz of the Miramichi Naturaliats’
Club, dwming of garbage will no longer te allowed in the Strawberry Marsh and that
the dumm will be relocated. Congratulationas ¢n the hard-working, dedicated members
of the Wiramichi cluh.

HAVE YOU cOT FINNTY OF MONEY TO THRCW AWAY?

In the last isoue, I menticned asnme booka of helpful suggestiona on saving
energy end uning amlternate sources. Those ougrestionz can save you money. "Retro-
fitting", a new word, may sound like sstronautical jargen and 1t may look funny
when you start walking around your house 7ith a candle checleing on draughts. But in
ezpence it saves you money by improving your insulstion, weatherstrippring, and keep—
ing the heat in your house. Exira ingulation might cost quite & bit but will pay
for itzelf within five years through lower heating costs. After that it'p monsy
in the bank.

Another sxcellent publication f-om Ensrgy. Mines and Resourcea Cannds ia
Feeping the Heat In. For a free copy write to the Office of Energy Conservation,
« .« 7.0, Box 900, Weatmount Postal Station, Montreal, P.§. H3E 2V1.

Hepafully, you have already given retrofitting & thought. If not, why net
retrefit your mind. — Mary Majka



Photography
&

the Birds at Mary's Point
by Brian Townsend

Al of my life I have been keealy Linterested in all facets of Nature and since
I became interested in Photography a few years ago I have spent a grest deal-of time
photographing Nature. The word “"Photonaturalist" (which I believe I coined) best
describes my interests and ambitions.

If any one thing characterizes my photography it would be my desire to observe
details close-up. I guess it is because of this that I have never been satisfied
watching birds at a distance through binoculars or a telescope. I don't like to say
I have seen some bird unless I have been able to observe it at close range. For birds
this means a distance of within ten or fifteen feet. This is the probable reason why
I had never spent much time photographing birds in the past. ;

It was not until I had experienced the phenomenon of the thousands of migrating
shorebirds at Mary's Point that my interest in photographing birds wes restored. On
saveral occasions I sat there and watched the birds. It is obviously a special place
for them too. At low tide the birds were widely spread out feeding on the vast mud flats
that surround Mary's Point. As the tide came in the birds retreated ahead of it and
congregated on whatever beach area remained at high tide.

So there they stood, 75,000 strong (a=nd scmetimes more) , packed together,resting
and waiting for the tide to go out. They seemed rether nervous and, I suppose, vulnerable
and they would occasionally all suddenly take f1light and fly around above the beach like
a_great pulsating cloud. Then, just as suddenly, the everchanging kaleidoscope of birds
would alight on practically the same spot they had just left. The display was so
spectacular that I just had to capture some of it on film.

I'm sure that. I could pever tire of watching that tremendous aserisl ballet of
birds. For photographic purposes, however, I wanted to be much closer to the birds.

The best solution seemed %o be a blird so at low tide one fine day Dave Christie and
I set to work and constructed a temporary blind with some sand coloured canvas, The
blind was very low since we did not want it to be an obvious landmark on the beach
but rather it was to appear as a sandy hump. This made it necessary to lie down on
one's stomach.

We retired to the blind about an hour before the birds began retreating into




cur area, Naturally, we positioped the blind just above high
tide and as the tide came in so did the bixds, I fipally
got 2 better look at the birds [ had been watching. Lots of
Semipalmated Sandpipers, Semipalmated Plovers, and Sander-

. s diam-wnae., 1i0ge, 8 few Black-Bellied Plovers, Knots, and Short-Billed
Dowitchers, a Huddy Turnstone, and even & Curlew Sandplper.
It was a completely new experieace for me to be surrounded
by birds, feeling tha nervous excitement of the flock and
the air filled with their voices. One thing that surprised
me was the amount of wind generated by the birds when they
would all suddenly take flight. Little feathers and
bits of seaweed would come flying across the sand toward us
driven by their wind. In &1l it was a truly rewarding experience. Eventually the tide
began to recede and with it went the birds, followigg it out to the mud flats to feed.
So with sore back and neck muscles we left the blind amxicus to find ocut how owr many
shots would turn out.

If you have always wanted to photograph birds but have put it off because you
don't have & camera lens two feet long then a blind is just the thing for you. In fact
one 'problem' encountered in the blind was that the birds came too close to focus on
with 2 LOOmm lens, My better shots were made with a 75-260m zoom lens that sllows me to
focus as close as five feet. Even your nommal lens will yield good shots if the birds
come close enough. It's necessary to use a fast shutter speed to prevent subject blur.

The sccompanying photos were made from my original colour slides. First I
printed the slides onto Kodalith LbyS inch sheet film (graphic arts materisl). Then,
using the sheet film s a negative, I made a black and white priat in the normal waey.
I find the very graphic results to be quite interesting. The Kodalith film eliminates
any halftones and produces 8 very high contrast black and white image, It certainly
is not the best thing for a nature study photo in which you would want the finest
details possible but it is the only type of photograph that will repreduce well in this
magazine (high contrast, that is). On the other hand there is a lot of art to be
found in Nature and I imagine that it is in this capacity that this type of technique
would find it's place.

If you have an interest in birds snd an inteyest in photography why not tie
the two of them together and see what you can come up with.
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The Piping Plover by Winnifred Cairns

{Rezrinted from Nalifax Field MHaturaliete' Newsletter ', 3, Jan.=Feb. 1976)

One of the earliest of the summer visitors which flock to
Atlantic Province beaches each year is the Piping Plover. Se keen
is it to gst back thdat it barely waits for the snow and ice to leave
the coast before it can be seen slong our outer shores. The first
birds arrive by mid April and soon begin the serious business of
courting and establishing neating territories. The males choose an
appropriate expanse of flat dry sand which they spend much time patrol-
ling. While running about in this aresz, they sometimes pause to nestle
down onto the sand, vigourously wallowing to form a hollowed sorape in
the sand.

The males also spend long intervals simply standing on some
vantage point within thelr territery, perhaps choosing a small sand
drift or an old log for this purpose. If another male enters the
territory, it is immediately chased, the resident bird either chasing
iv in TIight or approsching the intruder at a running charge with head
dowvn and feathers rufiled. Sometimes the birds meet along a common
boundary. In this case the two freguently commence strutting up and
dovm the line, often stopping tc face each other and bob their heads
geveral times. Jurutting dirds assume very erect postures, maximizirg
the visual effect of their spiny white breaste and bellies and black
neck ring.

It is from thess territories that male Plping Flovers take off
on vheir display flights. With deep slow wingbeats that show a flashing
white from a distance, they fly over their territories in broad sweep-
ing circles, uttering sither a raopic seriss of high notes or a slower
plaintive series of cslls. After = female has veen guccessfully
courted, and the pair has mated, o clutch of four eggs is laid in &
scrape on the sand. Th=s nest scrzps is somstimes linsd with bits of
broken sea shells. Both parents shsre in the lncubation duties,
relieving each cther so each has time for fesding on the lower beach.
Both sdults defend the territory. after four teo five weeks the eggs
hatch and seversl hours later the young bsagin tc run about, pecking
the sand in search of food. DTuring the next fiva weeks the parents
may be seen escorting their broods down to the feeding territories
that border the waterfrort like cottage lots. While not feeding,
the birds are usually nmoving sbout or resting in the nesting territory.
As the young learn to fly, they breask away from the family group,
spending increasing amounts of time feeding on their own. By mid
hugust most Piping Plovers hiavz lelt the beaches and are on their
way south to spend the winter along the Florica and Texas coasts.
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VANISHING WILDRRRESS
Devid Christis

On the morning of Septembor 4, Herry and JIun Welker, Don McAlpine and I stepped
off a lumber read and pushsd owr way into what looked like an impenetrable growth of
gpruce and fir., We were off %c repoat the hike that Ian and hig brother Iyle haj
made & vear earlier from the Miremichi watorshed to the Tohigue. Ian hed promised to
lead thie particular hike ac an event for memders of the naturaliats' federation.

Onoce through the initial Yangle of blewdowne and bulldozed debris crested by tha
ovaning of the roed, we found easy =alking amorg treea spaced far snough spert ty
offer few problems to a hiker with a2 full pack. Viewed from behind, we regemblod
brightly coloured versions of astronsute with yellow, red and dlus 1ife suppsrt syg-
toms strapped high on our backs. With Jan taking the compase bdaarings, the rest of
us had only te follow along, snjoying nature and the beautifcl waather.

In the woods wa were impreesed by Lhe great orop of mountain ash berrics, many
of which bad besn knocked fo the ground by wind. 3Birdas wore not very common, though
the ligping notes of Golden-crownsd Finglete could be hoard almoet anytime wo paugod
quietly and several Purple Finchos drifted through the woode feeding on the berriecs.

Dur first rest ctop was at an 71d beaver pond and tog drainsd by & tiny alder—
lined brock. From there we croseed & ridgs to another pond and thence to lcgan Laks,
2 nerrow, two-mile long leks nestled in the mountains. A beautiful sandy beach at
the vast and contrasts scharply with Fugs granite boulders that line the shore and dot
the shallows near the gutlet %o the west.

Az wo lunched on the enrd, edmiring the spsctecul view, a Broad-winged Hawk
soared out from the alopes of Mount Whasler and two loons began to call farther down
the lske. It was potentislly a mar+elous wilderness experience, but marred by a
well-equired camp juet %o our lefs as the ;nd of the beach. The ownore must come and
&o by amphitious plane. Iater, we spotted ancther camp situated on a point about a
mila awsy.

After lunch wo hiked along the south side of Iogan Lake to 1te outlet. The far-
ther west we want, the more granita boulders thore were and tha rougher the ground
vag. Lush green mossen covered the boulders, in cow~ placss hiding holss down which
ona'a foot would disappear if he was wnfortunato enough to ctev there. We could have
spent many hours studying the mushroows in those woods: if we had had the tinme and
referenca books. ¥ew, 17 any, of the mmushroorn were of the favorite edidle kinde.
Most probahly bdelongod to the difficult genus Cortinarius, many enecies of which are
common in fall.

Having pauced only momentarily Lo watsh three Ruffed Grouse and, at another point,
two Spruce Grouse: we wore glad %o rest on a larzo f£lat boulder at she lake's ocutlot.
There wa watched & Great Blwo Heren 1y up {rom the chora to balance procariously on
the spindly top ¢? & large spruce. I wae -urprieed to discover a fluorishing olump
of Coltsfoot at the water's cdge. Esd saedu of that introduced plant blown many miles
in the wind or had they hitch-hired to that romote lske on someons's clothing or on
the float of & plane?

Ve took time to ozplorc & ghort distance the hrook down which the waters of Logan
Lake tumble on their way to the Little Southwest Miramichi. In its upper stretch the
brodk producss a surnrising roar ag it drops over one small falls aftsr another. Along
it and by the lake, I took note of tko few flowera that wmero still Plooming at that
elavation. Only Wood Anter &nd Yarge-lsaved Astor were ohill vigorously in full bloom.
Large-laaved Goldenrod and Lion's-paw wame looking frowey; with only a few of their
blogsoms still fresh. A singla Jeoe-pye-weed plant sported = few bright flowera.
Farlior in the day we bad slec noted bloomo of Beg Aster, New York Aster and, rather
late I thought, & omsll orchid, one of the rattloenare plantains.
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From Nogan L ard mo followwd tha compans again to Hough Lale and mado camp be-
eide & tiny spring-fed brook flowing inte the lake. JClosc by, n female Black-baclksd
Three-toed Woodpscker wag posrching the trurke o spruco trees, zeveral of which had
»ipe in thodr bark probably ceuzed by btears during early spring feeding. After surper
davry digeovored & pair of Moose on th» oppositc whore. A Ikkingfisher and an Osprey
more fivhing cver the lske ag the yun hegan to zat. Thero the only sign of civili-
sation was an occasional Jot passing high ovurhesd.

The following day our destin-tion was 2 amull pond on the slopos of Mount Vixen.
That pond; ‘evrens &nd remote, hac oeon dubbed "dalden" by Lyle end Ian when they
rgachad 1t the year befora. But befuis lsaving, wo had %o oick up cur mouse traps.
Donald had packed along B0 of them to Jo sows ruall mimmal irapoinz in that elevated
northern part of the provinea. Ee aloo Brought a team balancs to weigh cach memmal
caught. ¥o wondexr hia pack weighed L7 ryunda! Bach evening we set 4hs traps near
our campsife nad ccliected them the Tulicwing mworaing. Ab Jough Laoke we ocaptured
Zive Rud-backed Voles {mics) mnd & Maskad Shvew, a typical catsh, oince Red-backe
&rs the moet commez smell mammal in moel wooded areas. However, We wero vspecially
pleagad thit two of them werc almoal Y'=ck, rather than rséd, on the back. That
malenletis (desz-pigmented) colour form is zearcs in tha southern part of Now Brune-
wick. * : ‘

« Po roaon "Walden" we dscided teo travel along the eaet alepe of Tilkingan Moun-
toin where the forset wae mature, Althongh we ware constently on a eide~hill and
anoountarsd one rough, touldery ares, ths walking was easfer ‘han it would “have been
in the hgavy brush that lan and Yyle had travelled thr-ugh on the mountain top in
l,},'(‘j. Wo ptowped for lunch by o brock flowing dswn from Moun: Vizen. Birds were
very few in thed area and ths w thor “ogon to thremten. Ian rsis én attempt at fieh-
ng and ws locked undsr numerous logs 2nd rooks in an wnsuccssfl saucch for Rad-
backed Salamanders, noting aleo $iai epparently no carthworms wer: found there, milea
from the nsaisel rattlement., Dowall did «eo anothor Soruece Sroues ans iwo Winter
Treonz geolded fiom sope undoxbainiak. s

Ts g2t to "Waldon" at 2100 fect elavaiion ws followsd %9 Lok unetream onto
sne mountala. Pafors yesching the popd, we had ontered the low :lcad cover which ws
szaoriencod 2liornataly on Joag, in dedse woodn. And ag Scobeh mist, ln more spen &rsas
whare the thic: grewth of fernm and cur legs ond feet Yercrs sosking wot. Ba route
ve Hpgeovered scme interesting waahroome — ths $ranclucont Jelly-like Prewdohydnum -
#olatinogun whick bears mony tecth on ite uncersurface, thn shoger Boer 's-head Funghs,
& &mall group of chanterelic- whinh we githrered for A weal, ernd thoe diptinstive faded
viclat Cokfine=iug albovinlacnya,

(Although "Waliden Pond® in only sisun 50 yarda wide ws often could not pee the .
cthar eidd through 4he fog. We pcoubed ciy arownd the 1al- 55 (hs test “tenting evot.
shortly after, Ian and Don cach dirzoversd Bn immeturs s2lrrader-— ona a Gpntted,
the other a Biuo-goobtsd. A4 veev befor: Iyle had seen & young Blue—cpotted in almost
Lhe vsry sacs goot. : '

Fortunate®y, we had arrived 2usly snd 3o had the tente up, :k= mouse traps out,
and werc just {inighlng vuoper when the »ain began. We wani %5 eleep very sarly ard
were well regted long bef-re dawnm, At ¥ lay swake, waiting for deylight, soms dis-
turbanco alnrmed the frrmet birds &ad T wae pluavsd to besr the distinctive call of
& Gray-checkad Thrueh, 3 noarce epssisp vhich probably mosts an thnee fogiy heights.

Ve aroge to ekowsry westhor Sub,eanltel &b heving copiuved s bog lomming among
the ususl red-backs 2pd Wall-ltrsifi=d with sgge eorantled witk chanterclleg, we
vers in good epirits for thz oix mfiec cownkill to Tandine Brook: and ths Serpentine
Boad. Tn ths Arae feom TRolden’ ©o Uandine Brock Walte-wirgsd “rorsbille and Red-
breagted Wuthatohse proved S0 be nuwwrous, In compasy with the Thite-throsted Spar-
rows ws ware pleased %o find 2 fow ragptarries ntill frerh "n the canes. Mughroom-: -
wise, the many bolates we eaw 217, ware ths very bitter Iylepiiug fslleus. Mamy -
blowa-down Iiy trees W3re white co--like mushriome, ooseibly Zlourctus porrigens.
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Vandine Frook iz five to ton feet wide and flows mwiftly through syruce frreat,
beneath which thy maesy ground was brightly decoratod by red cluzters ef Bunchberries
and an Amprageive nuwmdar of the blue fruite ¢f Clintonia. We cronzed *hu broek
tvics, once at an old lsg-driving dam, in arder to be on the olde which arfered Pest
hiking. Golden—crowned Vinglots, Doreal Chickadecs &nd Juncop were the mnet numeraus
birde. A Flack Duck flew by and a4 fow werblers. immosaible tr identify, flitted hizh
®in the trestopa. The farther dswn the brook wo travellsd the mare wiliflawers o
" _saw, Wood Aeter was !nirad by Yarge-leaved 3oldenrod, then Purple-stemmod dster,
Pearly Ewerlagting, Yarrow, and Tenco-leaved Goldenrade At one placa faur rr five
rink blossoms of Twinflewor aurprigod us, that plant Mceoming nermally in June and
July.
Wo hiked along o quickly, withous 8IOppPing tc rest, that we arrived at the
Szrrentine Moad twe hours earliar than Prwin Lendauer was sunrosed to meet us thers.
Earry's pedomater reoordogﬁthat wo had hiked 15% miles. Having lunched, we wers
anloying & gunny interva¥l Zorg marched a contingont of welcoming naturalists. HAlf
a mile dewn the road where = bridge had waghed out we frund sven mare pecple — most
of the fedaration's membere rrrm Victorisa County were therel — & fire, weiners
roasting, tea stesping, and & roys) wolcome. Wilma Miller, an “Mayor of Nictau" ,
presentad un with mewbership in the Order of the Tebiqua, for having gone ta a0 much
trouble t4 get there!

It was & swrprising conclusion to & fascingt ing trip, cns to remember far many
years. TLooking back, cne thought dominates: Jtst how threatened®ife remaining
wildernass areas of New Hrunawick. Foreetry roade push cloeer and closer o esch
¢ther — roada that don't appear cn the previncial highway map, but never-the-legs
are often bigger than many numbered highways. If an esdequate wildsrness i te remain
the time to amct ta protect 1% s ‘doon, the mosmer the betser.

DEVIEW: Reptiles of the World

by Carl Gana, 1975; Bantam ¥nowledge through Cclour Series, No. 53: 157 po., 173
colour photos. Bantam Booke, Inc., Dept. FTC-1, AEE Ptfth Avenue, New York, N.Y.
10019, Prica: § 1.95 plus .25 postage and hardling (Amsrican funds).

Tor avnroximately $ 2.25 1t ia unlikely that there 1a, on the market today,
&another much authoritetive worl on the repitiee =7 the world. The author, Prafessor
Csrl Geng, chalrman of the Department of Zoology, University of Michigan, ig excep-
tionally well qualified o vroduce suwh & book. Hs 1g managing editor of Biology of
Reptilia, new in ite fourth volume. =

This new Bantam narure guido containe the following: "contente” (% op.), & sy tem-
atic liet of orders, familiep, genera and spacios deslt with in the text; an intro-
fuction {6 pp.) conteining geveral subganrtions. "what are reptiles?, reptilian adap—
tatfong, metabolism, water belance, revroducticn, size and growth, who are reptilea?,
underetanding and etudy”; and descrivtiens of representative apecies (143 pp.). The
introduction in authoritative, clear, very much to the peint and contains & weslth ef
information that is vary use<ul to both the leyman and the profespional. The account
of the smecisg dealt with in the main body c¢f the book is likewige vory informative.
Included are 17% besuti®ul coleur photographe of the snerice disouseed. For anysne
interested in reptilan thie work 1o highly recommandod.

I would net be withou: = ¢opy. - Stanley V. Gorham

COLOUR-MARFED SLAG TUCTS

In & atudy in F,¥.T., Black Ducks are being marked with coloured pasal saddlea or with
whits, orange, red, or yellow wing tegg, bearing 4 two lettar cods. Please report
eightings through the N.3. Museum. 277 Douglas Avenus, Saint Jokn, indicating type of
marker, oclour, letter code i Vmowm, date, locatiom, habitat, behavisur, and number
and svecies of an¥ other ducke witn which the bird wes associating.
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In the summers of 1§72 and 1373, while conducting research on weodcock fer fmy
¥.Sn. Aegree Bt U N.B., I had occapion to ca&viure many other species of birds. The-

PASSHRINE
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CAPTURES IN WOODNCOCK GROUNT TRAPS

Ohristopher Adem

studyy looated in numerous old fields in the Mazerall Settlemsnt and Hanwell Road.

areaz of York County, invelved the wlacing of mudified cloverleaf ghorsblrd traps in
The trap consisted of one main cell and two

sstellite cells-constructed of sturdy, one foot high weldwire and crvered with aylan
The traps hed funnel entrences connected by chicken wire leads o7 approxi-

the alder cowers of thege old fields.

netting.
mately,25 feet in length.

Woodcock enter this trap by welking xlongs the leads and
through the funnel where they poon find that exit s impousible.

. Main Trap

6''x 3!

Vi

__Ieed 25!

Satellite Trap
3' % 3!

Funnel

-

A1 Weodcook, Ruffed Grouse, and Robins captured were saxed, aged and banded,

then releaged.

of being caught by thege iravg.
except the Gray-cheeked belng renresented.
rancoons being the main culprits.

adhering to the sides of the trape.

to the other.

Any bird frequenting the floor of the cover will stand a good chance -
The most common were the thrushes, all species
Unfortunately, predation wes fairly highy
Yumerous times one would £ind only a few feathers
I think the raccoons would werk in pairs, one
on each side of the trap go thet the bird would be captured as it flew from one side
On occasion. & frap would be overturned comnmletely.

Mortality some-

times oecnurred because of expogure, ag the trave could be checked only once a day.

Species Cavtured 1972 1973 Total
Unidentified merganuer 1 1 1
Ruffed Grouse 115 127 2he
Woodooak 135 155 290
Common Flicker 15 € 21
Rlue Jay 3 - 3
Catbird 96 5 131

.~ Robin w22 135 727
. Wood Thrush 33 1kE 2k
Hermit Thrush BY 11 g3
. Swalnson's Thrush 163 75 238
i Veery 369 305 A7k
Unidentifisd thrugh 102 A2 16k
Ovenbird 17 11 28
Bed-wingod Bleckbird 1 - 1
Common Grackle 7 28 5
kese-breasted Groghealk 12 17 35
EBvening Oroobesk 1 - 1
Purnle ¥nch 6 13 19
Savapneh Sparrow 2 - 2
fhite-throated Sparrow g - [
Unidentifisd bird 57 12 69
Snowshoe Hare (immetures) L 1 5
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Anyorne wighing to study Retins and other thrushes should censider the woodcock trep
8 an affective capture method. The only dramwback ip that they are time-conzsuming
to build and get.

The table 1ists ceptwurss in the £7 traps set in 15372 and the 90 set in 1973. It
should be noted that of 115 Ruffed Grouse captures in 1972, U mers adults, whils in
1573, 10 of the 127 were adults. In some casec complete bresds wers csught, the
adult female upunlly remaining outside the trap. The merganeer chick, whith wag
fourd dcad of exvosurs in & trév pet beoide a ntream, wag one of & brood of two -
glimsod in the smoe ares a few dayaz -revious tc canture., The rsason for the high
mumber of unidentified dMirds wan heceusc ¢f predaetion and of Aiffioulty in i{dentify-
ing immature thrushes. &

% ugeful referance marmal for live hirda 1s A Eird Render's Guide to Determinas
iion of Aze end- Sex of Salected Species by Merrill Wood (College of Agriculture,

* Pennaylvania Stete TUniveraity, University Park, Pa.) I%a price ia three dollars

NATURR WEWS (Merch 16 - sngamt 31)

David Christie

~ TWarmer_than usual temmeratures during April, May and particularly June speeded
“the Aevelopment of vegetation and brought an early return by mwany birds, The mild
wveXl of Bagter weekend (April 17-20) when temperatures in scuthern ¥ew Brunawisk
resched 22° C or more was resnoneiblo for @ major migration wave and a flushing-of
Flant 1ife. The month of May despiie being wetier than usgual (Saint John waz wettegt
in esgtern Canada), also gave above average sunshine amounte. Hot, dry westher in
vwne led to numorcus forast firss in northern parta of the province. Chatham had
maximm temperatures of 34.5% on Jine 22 apd 35.1° on July 7. the hnttenst reading in
Canede in June and ths hottest in esstern Cenasda in July. The laiter manth was
elightly cooler than normsl, while August wap warmer. Both montha were on the wet
side. Tropicel storm Belle passed rver ncrthsrn ¥ .B. August 10-11, leaving rainfall
amounte =g great &s 175 mm. and causing lecal flooding. On Augug: 18-17 there was
local crov damage due to Trost, but on the 22nd temperatures soared te the mid-30's,
elving Seint John @ new August reccrd of 34° C.

Mammal s
Enid Inch noted a Chiprunk active &t Cembridge March 2U and a Mesdow Jimping

Mouge, 'out of hihernmation very early. was gecn &t Browna ¥lat April 7 (Mrs. H.Willa,
fids. Stan Gorham).

Two fin vhalee which Yecame trapped in u weir in Whalc Cove.artertained many
veople on Grand Menan fogust 5 (Mary Majka, Mery Tdwards ef 21.) With the Tighermen
aogisting by lowaring the netting, first the adult and then the ymung escsped from
the trap. Until the yvoung one waas safely out, ths adult cireled round and round
nesrby,

Pirde

During swmar many naturelists dewote lags tims to birdwatching than during
migretion soagons. Ron Weir, however, is oo asctive #e ever, accumlating infarmstion
on the neating hebita of our breeding birds. During uly he located O7f nests of 38
creciesy mostly on the Fingeton Penineula. The speclos he found mozt were Am. Bobin,
€0; Chivping Svarrew, 26; Song Sparrow, 26; and Cedar Vaxwing, 18. Scme of thege for
which he found only one nsgt were %inter Wren, Solitary Vireo, Yourning Warbler and
Wilgon's Varbler. Even 11 rou have a chance to oheerve only one nr twe nests each
surmer, you ehould be ssndlng your infarmation %o the Maritimoz Neet Records Scheme,
7.0. Box 15790, Sackvills, W.R,

Chrils Mafka reports that people in hoata spparently shoot many bdirus off Glouces-
ter County. At Your Roads June 19 we found the badieg of 3 Herring Gulla, 2 Oldaguaw
and one each of Commsz: fioon, Gannet, Black Scoter, Surf Seoter, Crmmon Bider and Great .
Black-batied Gull along tfuat U0O yarde of damch. Some of them might have been dead
Tor 2 moith 3r more. Enforcement is very difficuli se rerhaps an educaitional vragrem
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might lead to a gradual improvement of thia cémd stato of affairs.

Motorboats apparently caused the desertium of @& Common Yoon nest at French Xake
after the twp egge had been laid this summer (Nez Palch). 7That ia & great prodvlem
for loons on lakes with heavy recreoational use in Row Hampahire and Ontarie.

One to two Fulmars remdined in the wetera cff Machias Seal Inland this ecummer,
being seen &t least fowr times from June 25 to July 11 (Edwards; Maine Audubon See.;
N.R.¥.N.) Their sccurrence har been more normal in fall and early winter.

There was not a great influx of southern herons this year tut a few were seen.
Little Blue Heron: 1 &t Chance Harbaur Apr.29) (Dorothy Marsball), 1 at Cagtalia May
23-25 (Brian Dalzsll); Cattle Bgret: 2, then orly I, at I-wer Sheffisld Apr.2l1 tu
May 4 [Chric sdam, Wettie Mowre et al.); Great Egret: 1 at Chance Harhour Apr.25 te
¥ay ¥ (Victor Smith, Merchall st al.); Snowy Baret: one in mid-ipril and 2 ipr.26 At
White Heed Island ‘Nancy & Carl Bmsll), 1 near Woodstack Apr.30 (Bruce Mactavish), 1
at Sains John Went May 45 [Christie ei al.), 2 at Red Heed Margh May 13 (Saint John
Yaturalists' Cludb), 1 &t Castalia May 23-20 (Dalsell); Louisiana Heron: 1 at Saint
Jehn West Tuly-1U-19 (Cecil & Doric Jnhneton et al.}; Glossy Ibia: 1 at Millerton
Apr.23 (Ken Maderville, Doug Underaill, Ien Walk;s + 1 at McGowan Corner Apr.27 teo
May % (W.Moore & Stu Tingley), 1 2 Nowlanville, Northumberland Co.. May 2 {carl
Perry), 1 at Famuend River May 7-9 (Rassell samiagon, Jim %ileen et 8l.), and 1 at
Saint John West July 14 (Gayl Hivnerssn et al.)

The gcarcer of our neesting heorons were reparted ac follows: 2 Green Herona at
Riverside, Albert Or., Msy 37 {I.Valrer & Don LeHeuwp) and enother at Jomseg cune 27
{Mactavigh) and the seld»m seen Loast Dittern at Willlamstown Dake, Carlstan County,
June 0 (Michssl Righy).

The Guiillasmot noted a heavy zpring migration of Snow Geese in Maine but only the
ugual gmell numbers were revorted here: 1 at Trederirton Mar.2h (Jean Anderson, fide
W.Meore), 1 at Cormantomn, Albert Co., Ape.20 (Henrik Deichmann), 1 at Harvey Apr.o5
(Christie et al.) and F at Alma May 2 {Norman Wentazell) ‘were all of the white colour
form. A blue phees bird was geen on the Shancdy Merah March 231 (Mary Majka). A
large conceniration of Brant, 10,000, wap reported off White Head Island in the
laet week of March (fide Fathryn Celder).

A pair of Gadwall were geen at McGosan Corner Apr.l€ and 25 (Heather Bumner,
Peter Pearce) and & male Buropean Wigeon wag ir the same area Apr.25 and 27 (Cliff
Jones, Ree Brown & Pearce). Imeser Seawy in narthern K.B. were one at Kowcastle
Apr.21 (fide I.Walker) and ~ at Yel RBiver 3ar May 16 (Moctavish). Three gpent the
summer on the gewage lagoon at Saint John West (Davie Finch et al.) A femele Rud
Duck was at Gagetown in mid-April (Melvin Moore) and one wae thers May 27 {Inch).
4 male at Saint .Tohn Weast 4pr.2% ‘Johnetons) remaired ell sumer and there was a
female or immature at (allandsr Bemch, Kouchibouguee TFavk, iug, 2 (David Smith).

Threa Turkey Vultures strayed thie far nerth, one near Southweat Head, Grand
Manan, on-the second weekend in May (Mick & Anne Sheppard), one near Port Blgin in
the third weels of Auguat (Allan Smith) and one at Kelly Reach, Kouchibouguac Parl:,
dugust 12 (Richard Blacquiere).

4 Cooper's Hawk wau identified at Kedgwick River May 27 [Mactavish) and a Bed-
shouldered Ham in the Dalhousie ares eometime during May 21-26 [Jean-Psul Lebel).
The only Peregrine Falcon report wes of an adul: at Germantown Apr.2° {Deichmann) .

At Browne Flat April 1, Irenie and Jean Sorhem were lucky enough to azse four
2ald Eaglss: gsoaring together, & rare sight thepe days. An eagle seen by Nellie Roess
at Tower Eill, Charlotie County. in Auvril wore a-yellow wing marker. JApparently it
had heen found injured in New York State, nursed to recovery by the ®ieh & Wildlife,
Service in Mervland, and released 4t Merrymeeting Bay, Maine (The Guillemot). Murray
Watters gaw unugually large numbsrs of Osprey in Victoria County thie summer, a fact
noted elsevhere as well. The earlisst ones anpeared Avr.13 at Jemseg (N. Moore) and
in mid-April at Renoue (Fen Lewig).
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Commen Gallinules in poaaible breeding areas were one &t Deer Ialand July 17
(Micheel Tove, Fevin Hintou) and one &t Red Head Marsh July 19 (Johnoton). An Am.
Coot, umsual on the Miramichl, was at Newcaotls Apr.19-21 (Harry Walker, Ian Ward,
Doug Underhill).

Stuart Tingley and Prwin Landauer saw & large numbter of Shert-billed Dowitchers
in spring migration near Arthurettc. There was & flack of 75 on May 23 and three
flocirs totalling 280 the next day. We have nod had reports of migrant ghorebirds
from the Tobiqus Valley before. Cthers they saw were 7 Black-belllied FPlevers near
Arttirette May 24, a mintmum of 15 to 20 Solitary Sandpivers in various rlaces, up te
20 Greater Yellowlege daily, a Lesser Yellowlegs near Plagter Rock May 1A, 2 Leasnt
sandvipers near Three Brodrs MVay 1f and r near Arthurette May 24, and & female Nor-
thern Phalarope near Arthurette May 23. The nesting svecies, Am. Woodcock, Commo
Snipe, and Spottsd Sandpiper were common of course, .

I mentioned early ¥illdeer arrivals March 7 and 10 av Mary's Point and Sackville
fn the ‘April igsue. Other arrivals were one at (agbridge in early March (revorted at
a Yredericton Fleld Nesuralista' Club mseting). 1 at Breonson. Cuesns Co., Mar. 22
(011fford Vautour), 1 at Sunny Corner Mar.22 (David Stewart), 1 at Tamdque Island
Mar.24 (Hilaire & Rose-iline Chiasaon) and 7 ot Newcastle Mar.28 (Walkers).

A very aarly Greater Yellowlegs was noted at Jemseg Apr. 3 (Bumner). Next enes
were April 25. Additional spring Lesser Yellowlegs, scarce at that ssason, were 2
at Jemseg May 9.(Tingley) and one ot Sheffisld May 23 {N.Moore). Two Willets, far
north, were at Fol River Bar during May 21-26 (Lebel). One paussd &t Mary's Point
¥ay 24 and snother on August 15 (Christie). & Curlew Sandpiper at Mary's Peint July
31 to August € and Aug. 11-19 (many observers) was the highlight of the NRFN shnre—

, bird seskend. Three Buff-hreastad Sendpipers were at Saint John West July 22 (Jehn-
stons), Yet another Euff avpeared at Ceve Jourimain, & mals in partial breeding
plumage May 3 {Con Desplanque et al.) An immature was at Mary's oint Aug.l17-18
{ Maika, Psarce, Brown, ¥. loore). 4n Upland Sandpirer was seen near Jempeg
May. b {Blacquiere, Righy & Donald Kimball) and ane et Saint John West August 1R and
12(Johnstona) . '

Fumsrous colour-rarked Semipalmated Sandpipers were revorted aleng the Bay of
Fundy from July 1% into earlv Septembor, especislly at the Mary's Point and Grande
Ange. roncentrations on Shepody Bay, tui elec at Sackville, Saint John, Maces Bay and
8t. Andrews, and at Came Jourimain on Worthumberland Strait. Thage were birde marred
by the Cangdian Wildlife Service at Jameg Ray. Up tc geven at once were geen &%
Mary's Point Aand upo te ten ot Grande Ange [Reid McManus). A wmarked Semipalmated
Plover wmd mlso seen at Mery's Point and a Black-bellied Plover in Fundy Park (fide
Deichmann). . All these birds were dyod yellsw on the undernarte and wore three banda,
e pumbared aluminum one on one leg and two coloured bande on the other. 1576 wae tHe
second year of the banding nroject at Jemes Eay. It hopes to learn more shout the
migration routes and important stovrping noints on the soubhbound flight ef our north-
ern ghorebirdo. A similar project was undertalen in Surinam during the epring flight
northvarde. MNone of those birdg were seen in New Brunawick in spring, but two Semi-
oalmatad Sandvivners were seen at Mary's Point in Auguat.

A eingle Wilson's Phalarope was st Tower Sheffield May 9 (Pearce). ¥orthern
Phalaropes were reporfed i{n unusually large numbers for soring, 300,000 off Machias
Seal Tgland May 2L (Mery Majra) and seweral flool z between Deer Island and §t,4ndrews
during the 'last two waels of May (Tom Moffatt). In addition to the Arthurette bird,
another inland wae a8t Jemseg May 31 [Don MacDougell). During fall migration there
were 2700 .in Head Harbour Passage July 15 (Moffatt) and perhapa two million (WOW1)
Augiot 26 and 29 ‘Davis Finoh ot a&1.) Bl

4n unugunl ks, geen from land, was o?f Campobello August 1% (Balls,in Guillemot}.

A flock of 3000 gulla (mixed gerrigg. and Great Elack-backed) which Léo Mertin
called migrants were 8t Cep Pelf March 27. Another gull concentration of five to ten
thousand Herring Gulls feeding, probably on figh, tween Campbellton and Bathurst
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My 15 (Mactavlah) 1nc1uded 5 glaucous and 8 Icsland Gulls. ¥our Glaucous and” 30 ‘to
L0 Tcelands were in She Dalhousie area ti1l Mav 20 (Lehsl) and ons of each were at
Tincolh the ssme ddy (Pearca).

An edult Mew Dull at St. Andrews Aug. 7 (F. Moore & Willa ¥acCoubrey) is only the

gecond report in New Zrungmick. * A Black-heeded (ull was af Bel River Bar Way 1521
Mactavish & Tebel) and one st Mary's Point Jug.1l (Christie). 25,000 or more Bona-
parte's Gulls off Deer Toland Auguet 26 ineluded 3 Little Gulls, & young Iaughing Gull ing Gull,
und 6n sdult Sabine's Gull (Finch =% al.) Asother I.i'tlc Gull wes st Miscou Island
during Aug. 19-21 (Tebel).

s Two Cesplan Tercs ptopped 8t Haummond River Apr.27 (Wilson) and onme was at Mary's
Point from July 27 %o August 27 (Majkas et al.). The report of sn adult White-winged
Black Tern at Miscou Ieland Aug.1] by, Jean-Pani Lebel, who hae peen the Bpecien
Drevioullv 4n Ttaly, wea startling. One was zeen in the Grand Iske-Portobello area
in July 1948 znd Mey and July 1971 and we certeinly didn't expect another such Puro-
pean vigitor.

comon Puffing were in the waters around Mmchiss Seal Telend for seversl days
before firet coming &shore April 16 <0 investigate their nest sites (Jack Russell).
The puffing hud umisuslly good nestiing success there this swmor (Maleolm Rusell,
David Godbout). Quite a few Thick-hilled Murres were lingering in the Bay during
the summer. For instance, one weg ai Great Dusk Island, Grand Manan, Aug.12 (Jack
muezell), 4 at Deer Igland Point Avg.25 (Finch) and 7 off Herring Cove, Campobello
gent. Y C!‘a:)mun. in Guillemot). A deud ore washed aghore at Mary's Point July 22
(Mary ¥ajka

A very early inland Belied Eingfisber wae at Fredericton March 31 {ILucy MeNeill).
Whi or-wills, very locel in c‘in'rib\xuors were heard at Minio May 12 (Lionel
Girounrd) &nd one was &% Fedgwick River June | /Mactavigh).

Two Red-hesded Woodveckers wera seon in epring, one at Few Maryland, May.ly
(Michmel Burzyneri) end one at Alme June W (Deichmann et sl.). Hasen Pugsley, whlle-
lumbering, wag dismayed to discover that a large po’pla. he cut near the Harrows Nay
31 containsd two naied young Pilmaied Woodpsckers. The adulf bdinrdc were Irantic, but
there was nothing thei could be donp to save tho infjured young. Btu Tingley saw up
to % NWorthern and b Blask-backed Three-tosd Woodpeckers daily on plots he wag survey-
ing in May near Wlmu're, Victoria Ommty.

Two morthern N.3. nests of . Eagiern Phosbe were discovered at Kdgwick xxvor (Kac—
tavigh) and Pointe-Alexandye (Qhlessone). eat Crasted Flycathher, rare in the
Moncton srea. was at Rest Yubls Mountain June = \Dm:g Whitman; . Undoubtedly, our
most unusual current report was sont By Charlie Wilgon who zaw & bird at Hammond River
May 1B that fits the description of a Vermillion Flycatcher, & bird of the southwest-
orn United Stetes. Ee provided s full descripiior and a painting of the bird.

Tree Swallows were peen 8% moversl places in gouthern N.B. April 1€~19 but two
woere &t Grand Bay Apr.lC (Gorkam). Doug Fhitman was vleased on May 30 to find that
tho Clif7 Swallow nepte &% Turtle Oreek dam hai increaced to U5 from a very low -
‘count -of only four lagt yesr. Purple Marting wers plentiful around Wachademosk Lake
and re-occupied some of the houtes that haed beon ompty since the Msy 1574 cold
wonther dis-off (Inch). >

A House Wren wag at Kedgwick River, ponsibly our fartheast north record, May 27
(Mactavieh). A Long-billed Marsh Wren was Zound at Williamatown Leke June § (Righy).

Mockingbirds wers rer)ortsd in mary areas end neu:ing was found at Oromocto (ﬁdo
Owen Waghburn), Shediac (J7.L. Nowhouse, fide Pearce), Saint John West (Johnstons et al.),
and Fedgwick liver )la.ct.aviah). an \mpmcedentod m‘bor of breeding records in one

year. Brown Thrashers were only #ligntly iess ravorted but no nests were found. In

the north, thrashers were geen at Waneke (Tingley & Landuuer), Fedgwick River (Mactav—
igh) and Tam¥que Ioland (Chisseons).
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The first Am. Bobing returned to moat places in zouthern N.R. March 20-25. One
even mppeared 2t Lembgue on the 25th (Chiassons). On April 18 about 2000 wers at
Alma (Deichmann). The increase of Wood Thrushes 4in the last ten years is well illuc-
trated by the total on the Mcidam Draeding Bird Survey, 22 thia ysar (Andy Deen), m
from only one in 198F. 3Bruce Mectavioh found them fairly common in sll suiteble habi-
tat in the Yodgwidk: River srea, where he saw 8 Graéy-cheeked Thrush, probably a migrant,
June 11. There have teen few reporto of B. Alusbinrds. The only dresding pair reported
wos at Fincardine, Victoria County /Mrs Alan Riches), where Murrey Watcers saw 4
young on Auguat 18.

Threu“B’lua-fr_ax Gnatcatchers wers geen in spring, at Grand Zay May 10 {Evan Smith

& Phyllia Millin), Mary s Point May 16 /Christie & ¥alkas), and Mundy Park May 29

(Roger Burrows). -A Loggerhead Shrike appeersd at Mertinon, Saint John County, &eril 1
(R, Smith). Jan Texter and Mike Snow wore oleased to observe a Borthern Shrike ainging -

at Iakeville Corner March 27. A Warbling Vireoc was singing at Fredericton for several
daye before Fettie Moore first saw it on May 15. In & non-breeding area, two were
et Fundy Park May 30 {Burrows & Daichmann).

The Baster warm spell brought the firat warbleres, o Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler
at Mary'a Point (Christie) and a Pelw Warbler at Alma (Dolclma.nns on Aoril 1€. The
following day a Myrtle wam seen at Campobelln Inland (Ms.iudubon Soc.) and Palmg at
Welch Covs (Johnston), Mertinon (¥. Smith), Mary'e Point (Mejkas et s1.) and Campo-
bello (M.A.5,). In the northeagt, at Lamdqus Island, the first warbler was a Myrtle
May 2 (Chiasgoris). A Mesnolie Warbler end & Northern Waterthrush were on Desr Ialand
Aor.30 (Mary Mafre), a Nashville at Browng Flat May 1 (Gorham), and 8 Cupe May at
Frodericton May 3 (J. Nable) but most other warblers were gsen first from May F to 12.
Stuart Tingley npaw 15 sreciss during thet perind &t ¥oonan, Sunbury County.

A nurber of unugusl warblars were noted during the spring and summer, two northern
specieg which migrate further west than Wew Brunewick and five cpecies of a more
southern Alstribution. The northerr birds were Orange—crowned Warbler, one at 3el
Tiver Rar Mey 22 (Tobel) and ore ab Fedgwick River May 2] (Mactaviah), and Conneci- -
cut Warbler, nne at Martinon late in August (E. Smith & Johnston}. The latter gpeciesn
ino identified with caution becanse nf the 1li¥slihond of confusion with Mourning
Warblers in variant plumsges. The southern birds revoried were a striving male
Prothonotary Werhler at Hammond River Aug.21 (the Charles Wilsong), & bird Shat prob-
arly was 8 Yellow-throated Warbler at Mizeou Island about Aug. 20 {Lebel), a Pinpe
Warbler at Fredericton May 25 | Pearce, Dean & Waehburn), & Prairie Warbler at Mechias
Seal Tuland Aug.27 (Finch), and a singing Yellow-hreasted Chat at Pennbaguis Juns 13
(Christie & Vary Mafre), The chat — ugually oxly & fall vagrant in N.B. — had been
in that area for'a couple of wesks according to & locsl resident.

The early bleckbirds, which retwrned to the 3ay of Fuudy arse March 21-25, reach-
od Wewcaatle Mar.24 (Welkers # Ward) w#ith & major influx on March 28, "a wesk or two
eerlier then the rast two yemrs"(Ward). At TamSque the Gracklss sovpeared Apr. 1,
Cowbirds April A and Red-wingas April 8 (Chiessons). Bobalinks wers early this spring,
May 7 at Woodstock (Marjorie Gray), Mey 8§ at Mactaguac (Tingley), May 11 at Alma
(Joanne Deichmann) and May 13 a4 Lamdque (Chiascons).

A male Scerlet Tamager in Fundy Park April 20-21 [fide Dolchmann) was far ahead
of the normel arrivale in mid-May. A Dlckciszel, unusual in spring, was at Mertinon
May 10 (B. Smith). A Qardinal pacsed a few weeks in April and ¥ay in the South End
of Baint John {Jack cram:nnds and a mels was s% Cambridge in late July or early
Jugust (Gary Hughea). "¥eating of Indigo Buntings undoubtadly took place at Woodman's
Point, ¥ings Co:, where jhree were geen during July (B. Smith & Johneton). 4n early
Rufous-gided Towhee mas on Machissz Seal Teland April 16 (J. Russell) and another was
at Lower St., Ka'ry;'a’. York Co., 4n May (Loona Ke=nan).

:
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Aprn'a warn veather stimilated umphibiane to emergs and eomanoo thelr eresd-
ing ceagon earlier than ucual. On April 6 one Blae—gpotted and four Spotted Salaman
ders were neen in m ditch at Cak Point (Gorham). Spring Peepers began reeping Apr. 1
at Mary’s Point (Brian Townzend st al.) and Anr,17 at Tower St. Mary's {Keenan) and
%ood Fr wore calling April 15 #& Srowns Flat (Gorham), April 17 at Mary's Point
[Christie) and Apr.25 at Douslastown (I. Walker). The Miramichi Naturalista' Club
reard early Am. %oa.da 8t Douglaefield May il when they aleo found several mtta
selanandera, Soring Pecpars, Wopd Frogs and & Dod-afotted Newt.

Lorge. numbers of Harring waye found in ”acmddy '-!n:r and noighbouring parte
of Pundy during the gummar. S40,000 pounds wers taken In one set nesr Oampobello
according to Tha Guillemat. In August gosal schools of young herring onccurred off
the mouth of the Alwa River (Deichmann). .

.

There was # large inveaion of seodd in inshore waters of the Bay of Fondy in
late July snd August. They wera comuon in Passamaguoddy 3ay, and Saint John Harbour
wng "full of them" mecording %o fichermen. DCeverei were found dead in the Reversing
Pallz (Don MeAlpine) ans othors wa.hed nchore at Point Wolfe and Herring Cove dn
Tundy Park (fide Deichmann) and at Mary's Point (Mejkes et al.)

There was a hike to *hs rocls Lodges 8nd tidal pools on Mary's Point anrlng the
Ko7 N, shorebird weerend Ausuet 1. Fagldee the ublquitous amphipods; periwinkles,
limpets and barnacles, wo found Waved Whelxs; & ¥ottled Chiton, Scale Worms, an Ornate
Tube Worm, two specicvs of 2e& Anemonsa, &nd . And revaral Rock Gunnela. There were many
29nd ocollarg farmed by tho Barded ¥oor Snails to contein their eg egeg.  Tiny, young
Dogwinkles were emsrgirg from cn2 cluster of apindle~ghsped egg cases. Two of the
many amall Hermit Crabe thab we saw were fighting vigorously for posasession of the-
larger of thelr periwinirle shell homes. A skate egg csee waghad up on the shore con—
tained & living smbryo, which at thot stage looked not much like an adult skate. Thessa
lnet three sipghtings wers of special interest fo the nike participante. d

The hatch of Pandecl _P_\.r__glq buttorflies wea perticularly great this summer. On
June 28 1000-plus were vesn in early msrning on the Gresn Rivor Hoad in northern
Madawaske Oounty (Christie 2 Mcilpine) end many wera out Rlong the Shepody Road in
¥undy Par: the sams dsy (fida Deickmann). On July 4 many were flying at Crooked
Oreek, Albert Couynty (Chris Usiks).

.

lora
T The blooming o spriag flowerss was wvery ednrly during April and the firet week of

#ay, but cloge to normal datee <wom mid-May onwarde. Compered %o 1975, 1576 plante

ware two weeks earlier in fnril, 2 s36'c gahead In eerly May, thre %o four days ahead

in mid-Msy, a dey-or two behing a4t iniand lncalione tui about ths same asg 1975 near

the coast during iate May, end two 40 five Jayr ehesd sgain by mid-June.

As ngual, ColtaZoot wns the earliest flower, noted March 25 at Saint John (Chrig.
Stubbs) end Mar 0] st saint John Wast (Holly Smith). Other dates wers Apr.10 at Deep
Cove, Grand Manan (¥laar Wilcox), Apx.1¥ at Rothasay (Dick Filliter) and Apr.28 at
Sigzon Ridge on the Tonizue ("rw‘n Tandavsr) . Kext earliest were Skunk Cabbage at
Hemmond River (Filliter) =nd Speckled Alder at Turtle Creek and Penobagquis |Christie),
voth on Avrdl 5. Even on Calsdonia Mounitinm, ab 1200 feet elevation, alder oatkins
were ehedding pollan by /v .17 (Ooristie). one day ahead of the earlieet date reported
in the province im 1975.

Other species repo: '2d blooming in"/prll were:

Treubling Aspen: Acv.lE Lewor Goverdals and Apr,2C Saint John (Chriztie)

Whita Elm: Jor.18 Moacten (Christle), Apr.22 Woodstock (Gray)

Dortooth Yiolst: Anr.25 Salst John (Elea Stanley), Apr.28 Sisocn #idge (Tandeuer)
Dandelion: Apr.17 Rothesay (¥iliitex), for.30 St. Andrews [Mary Majka)

The Largu-les~.~  Vielct, CGreat-spwred Viele: and Snri auty alsn bloomed in
April, being well into flower &% Mary's Point day 1 ’Ghrietio?.







