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1975-76 Christmas Bird Counts
David Christie

For the fourth year in a row 27 Chrixtmas Bird Counts were conducted in New
Brunswick., The 374 participants reported 59,115 birds of 106 species, three more
than last year but seven fewer than the record 113 species counted in very mild 1973.
Weather conditions leading up to the counts were near average, neither extremely
cold or mild, Evergreen cones were scarce, in marked contrast to the bumper crop a
year ago. Jlost other fruits and seeds were also in relatively poor supply, but
those conditions seem not to have had much affect on populations early in the winter,
except for Red-breasted Nuthatches and possibly Golden-crowned Kinglets.

The four most unusual species reported were a Golden Eagle at Riverside-
Albert, an Ivory Gull at Cape Toxmentine, a Varied Thrush at Hammond River-~Hampton
and two male Gadwalls at Saint John. A Red-shouldered Hawk at Jemseg was very
unusual for winter but it was not seen entirely satisfactorily. Less unusual than
those but reported for the first time on our Christmas Counts were American Wigeon
and Field Sparrow.

The number of summer birds lingering into winter was not particularly grest.
Most noteworthy were the total of 50 Mourning Doves and the 21 Yellow-rumped
(Myrtle) Warblers at Cape Tormentine, the second year that that surprising number
has been found in the wintering area along Northumberland Strait.

Among water birds none of the regular species were particularly scarce, but
the rare Black-headed Gull was not recorded. Black Duck, Bufflehead, Common Mergan-
ser and Iceland Gull were found in larger numbers than usual. Three King Eider were
seen at St. Andrews, Hiramichi had fow water birds because shutdowns of major in-
dustries allowed the river to freeze completely there this winter.

Birds of prey mostly were found in average numbers, although there was a re-
cord 5 Sharp-shinned Hawks on one count (Hammond River-Hampton) and a pleasing total
of 19 Bald Eagles on six counts, with four more areas reporting the species during
count period., Barred Owls were noted on more counts than usuals :

Ruffed Grouse were found in good numbers and Rinz-necked Pheasants in very
low numbers, as they were last year. Although formerly found avery year, Gray
Partridge have not been reported on our counts since 1968. The Downy Woodpecker was
found in about average numbers but the Hairy was more plentiful then usual on this
year's counts. Gray Jay and Common Crow. were a bit less common but Blue Jays were
somewhat above normal and Common Ravens were seen in near normal numbers this year.
Interestingly, however, high numbers of Crows were reported at Perth-Andover, Plaster
Rock and Kouchibouguac.

Among the smaller forest birds, a good number cf Black-capped Chickadees were
present while Boreal Chickadees were found in about average numbers. Brown Creepers
were less than normally common as were both nuthatches, especially the Red-breasted
of which the very low population contrasts greatly with the record numbers present
a year ago. Golden-crowned Kinglets were similarly depressed from the large numbers
last year. The few seen were found only on the row of counts from Lepreau to Cape
Tormentine. \ R

Bchemian Waxwings were recorded in somewhat larger numbers than they have
bean in previous years., It is interesting to note that thetwestern species, once
very.irregular in New Brunswick has been reported on Christmas Counts in. eight of
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the last 13 years and is now reported at some time during virtually every winter.
Northern Shrikes were found in good numbers for the second year in a row. Starlings
were a bit scarcer than usual but House Sparrows have shown little change for the
last five years.

Among blackbirds, it was 2 low year for Brown-headed Cowbirds but about
average or a bit better for Red-winged Blackbirds and Common Grackles. Blackbirds
seem to do fairly well in northern N.B., being well represented on the Nidau-Riley
Brook, Plaster Rock and Miramichi counts. Northern (Baltimore) Orioles have not been
recorded on a count since 1969, though they were seen six out of nine years during
1961 to 1969.

Cardinals, now found three years in a row, may be becoming established as
regular, but rare, winter residents. Another southern species, the Mockingbird,
continues to be reported almost annually (since 1965) on the counts but has not in-
creased its numbers.

The Pine Grosbeak and Common Redpoll were the predominant winter finches on the
counts, although with poor supplies of natural foods both were decreasing by the
beginning of January. Apparently they were moving farther south. Evening Grosbeaks
and Pine Siskins were found in average numbers, as were Purple Finches, but average
means "very few" in the case of the latter species. American Goldfinches were scarce.
L few White-winged and Red Crossbills were found near the Fundy coast.

 Dark-syed (Slate-coloured) Juncos and Tree Sparrows were found more numerous-
1y than they havé been for several years, although junces were still not as common as
they had been on the counts during 1961-68. White-throated Sparrows were in good
numbers, exceeded only by the counts of 1973. Other sparrows were all found in about
normal numbers.

No matter how one looks at it the number of Snow Buntings was exceptional
this year. Firstly a record 1600 (1500 in one flock) were found at Moncton. Secondly,
only two of the smaller counts (Stanley and Pennfield) did not find them. Thirdly,
even 1f one ignored Moncton the remaining counts' average per party-hour is as high
as it was in 1966, the best previous year. The two other typical open country birds
are Horned Lark which was found in good numbers although on only four counts in east-
ern N.B, -and Lapland Longspur which was seen 1n its usual low numbers.

In a poll of Christmas Bird Count compilers this winter everyone that repliod,
and most did, favoured listing the resulte of the count in the form of a table. There-
fore, the old form of listing the results is abandoned. All the data except some of
the environmental conditions and the names of the participants are listed in a table.
This gives, I think, an equal spportunity to view the results of a particular count
or a particular species. Thus one can readily note such patterns as, for instance,
the occurrence of White-breasted Nuthatches almost exclusively on the Saint John
valley counts.

New Erunswick Chrigimas 3ird Cocunts, Deec, 20, 1975 - Jan. 4, 1976

Grand Manan Channel (GMCh)
Dec.23. - CGlondy, good visibility; some "whits caps", P, A, Pearce

Geand Manan (BM)
Dec, 27, Some fog a,m., drizzle p.m,; scattersd patches of snew; freshwater frozen,
P. A, Pearce (compiler),

¥astport~Campobelle (B-0)

Jan, 2, (Qlear; 0-10 cm snow cover; all fregh, soms salt water frozen, Arlo Bates,
Dale Calder, Doris Ozlder, Kathryn Calder, Charles Dorchester, Mary Derchaester, Mark
Forsyth, Ellen Johnson, Betty Lank, Calvin Malloch, Sheila Malloch, Xerry Newman,
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Tastport-Campoballo (2.0) centinmed
Chrigtine Parker, Carl Preston, Barbara Ross, Jdward Sawyer, Wm, Townsend (compiler),
Barbare Vickery, Pater Vickery.

St. Andrews {5tA)

Dac,29, (Olear; ground frozen, 15-20 cm crusted snow; brocks, ponde frozan, Mr & Mra
Steve Ademowitz, Mrs Hollils Bartlett, Jacqueline Davig, Mrs ¥, Gonya, Mrs Denald
Jokngon, Mre Ken Langmaid, Mrz (ecil Lowery, H VWilln MacCoubrey (compiler), Talbnt
Maiz, Mrs Talbot Male, Mre Dorald Mcleese, Georgic Msars, Carl Medecof, Thomas Moffatt,
¥rs Fred Nutter, Mrs Zay Paterson, Mrs Donald Ress, Devid Walker, Mrs Sydney Wyman,

Ponnfield (PENH)

Dec. 30, Sunny, bacoming overcast: ground snow coversd and icy; high tide a.m, David
Christie, Mrs Douglas Eldridge, Dr & Mre M, Mejka, Mark Majka, Mrs. L,P. Morehnuss,
M.C. Morehouse, Mre M,O, Morshouse (comoiler), Bric Tull, Sylvija Ulmanis,

Lepreau (LEP)

Jan, 2, (Olear; 0-5 om crusted snow in woods, most open sreas bars or ice-covered:
lakes frosen, othsr waters cpen, Richard Blacouiers, David Christie (compiler),
Devid J. Clark, Paul Clark, Gayl Hipperson, Demald McAlpine, Heather McWeil, Louise
Shonaman, Bric Tull, Jim Wilson,

Seint John (5J3)

Dec.27, Overcast with locally heavy fog; 5-15 cm snow cover with icy patcbes; many
low-lying areas flooded; most freshwater frozemn, Mrs 0,7, Anglin, 3yard Armetreng,
Oharlse Belysa, Pred Brock, David Christie (compiler), Florance Christle, Snirley
Oolquetts, Mrs %,J, Cram, Dorothy Dickie, Marjorie Duffy, Bob Ferris, Joyoe Goldes,
Ironie Gorham, Sian Gorham, M¥rs A,R, Goucher, Jim Hamilten, Rath Hamilton, Gayl
Hipperscn, Grace Hayes, Francoise Howerd, Dot Lagkey, Isatel LeBlanc, Stuert MacFar-n
Iane, Don McAlpina, Maizis Melvin, John Morrison, Phyllis Mullin, Tem Page, Don
Patterscn, Margarat Pattersen, Joan Pearce, Ron Pearce, Gordon Hadstone, Graeme
Rodericlk, Mrs H.G. Rogers, Mary Ress, Joan Sellars, David Smitn, Ivan Smith, Reg Smith,
Paul Tracsy.

St. Martins (StM)
Doe. 29, Sunny, cold; 10-13 om crusted snow; lakes & rivers frozen. Arline Bradghaw,
Jamsp Bradshaw (comuiler),

Fundy National Park (7uP)

Dec. 20, Clear and bitterly cold; Arctic pea smoke very shick a,m ; only tidel water
unfrogen; 8-10 cm ocrusted snow ihroughout: birch seed crop low, conifer conse obvi-

oug only near coast; borries mnd weed seeds fair; standing crop of cats on the "potate
farm" a definite atiraction for birds, Tracy Elaclk, Bert Buchanan, David Christie,

Hank Deichmann (cempiler), Mark Deichmann, Tric Bmery, Norma Gray, Les Gray, David Gray,
Linda Gray, Doris Hatt, Mary Malka, Ann Sheppard, Wick Ehevpard, George Sinclair,
Sedgewick Sinclair, Barry 8pencer, lMargo Spencer, Nerman Wentzell,

Rivorside-Albert (ALR)

Jan., 1, Overcast; 10-20 om crasted enow; elmost 8ll freshwater frosen; a little gea
ice. Holene Arbec, Floranca Cheyne, David Christis (compiler), Henrik Deiohmann,
Sua Fullerton, Christophe Germain, Paul Germain, Mery Earmer, Mary Majk=, Nike Majika,
Georgs Sinclair, Sedgewick Sinclair, Eric Tull,

Sackville (8ACK)

Dec.23. Yissratls — periode of 1ight cnow and ice pellets in early a,m., tapsring to
snow flurries by 10 am and continuing until 1 pm, cleudy remainder of day; 10-15 em

of crusted snow; freshwater frozen; salt water filled with ice flows. Peter Barkhouse,
Gorden Surns, Ian Cameron, 3rian Dalgell, Trevor Goward, Hinrich Harries, Ron Houngell,
Barry Hugnaon, 341l Prescctt, Al Smith (compiler), Stuart Tingley.




=
Moncton (NTON)
Dec. 21, Overcast, fine snow Yesinning 1:80 pm' ground froun. 11 c= anow cover; e
streame flowing, Mr & Mra Hamilton Baird, Mrs A. Burzynski, Mrs R.3. Carter, Devid
Christie, Albert Cormier, Donsld Cormier, Henry Ocrmier, Joan Cormler, Yves Cormier,
David Ourry, 3rian Dalssll, Dr & ¥rs Art Dobson, Daryl Doucet. Mrs Marsuerite Hope,
George Landry, Pred Lleyd, Paul Lloyd, Dr & ¥re. M Majka, Mark Mejka, Leo Martin, Mre
Pogey McKinley, Mr & Mrs "inston Prince, Mr & ¥rs F,3, Proude, Mr- & Mrs W,J, Quarter-
min, Mr & ¥rg B.K. Swipamer, 3rian Townsend, Doug Whitmen (cempiler).

Cape Tormentine (CT)
Dec. 20, Clear and extremsly cold} 5-10 cm of nrusted gnow; freshwater frezen, salt .

water mogtly frezen with open leads; thin snow cover allowed ground foraging birds -:
aapgy accsss to & varisty of sssds, roso hips, ete.; fow spruce cones thle year.
Peter 3arkhouse, Gordon Burpe, Roger Burrows, Ian Cameron, Stephen Clayden, Brian
Dalzell, Millie 3vane, Trevor Gawerd, Hinrich Harries, Hon Heunsell, Barry Hughson,
Robert Lemberton, Bill Prescott, Al seith (compiler), Stuart 'I‘in.zley, Ralvh Stoppe,

Keushibeuzuse Natdonal Park (X7P)

Dec.i30. Mostly clear a.m,, partly clondy p.m.; 38-46 cm snow cover; freshwater frezen,
salt water partly cpen, Jeannita Daigls, Boger Deigle, Oarmel Levesoue (compiler),
Bric Richard, Norma Rodgsrs, Ian Welker, Lyle Welker.

Miramichi (mn) (Newzastla-Chatham)

Dec,20. Claar; 30 cm wnow cover; all water frozen. Carl Anderson, Mrs Rebert Bransfield,
Tim Clarke, Mike Costar, Mre Phyllis CrBwe, Thoras Flynn, John Keating, Don LesHeup,

¥rg Sarsh Lounsbury, Mrs Mergaret Adams, Mrs Wore MacKensie, Carl Perry, Mrs ¥elter
Bnas, Kathy Scott, Jack Scott, Worma Rodgers, Doug “nderhill, Mrs Beverly VanBeek, Mre
Jack VanLaeuwen, Mrs Winnie Wallter. Tan ¥elker, Lyle Walker, Harry Walker (coupnor)
¥rg Margaret Wheaton, Ian Ward,

ssox (SUSS)
Dec.30, Sunny; snow coversd ground. Tom Anderson (compiler), Mre Gladys Bickferd,
Art Buitenbarg, Mre Gladyn Steaves,

Hammond River-Hampton (=mow)

Jan, 3. Overcast, snowing most of the dey; 15-20 cm snow cover; &ltoet all water
frozen, Rick BIacpu.iere. David Christie, David Clerk, Pauwl Clark, L,T, Darling, Rely:
Darling, Mrs Paul Xalbaugh, D, Lee, Mrs W, MacAndrews, Mrs ¥sll MacPonsld, Marien Mace
Kinnon, Dr & Vrs W, Majka, Heather MgNeill, Geoffrey Sayrs, Mre H, Widdershoven, Mr &
urn C.F, Wilgon, Jim Wilszon (compilar).

Gambr:dgo—larrow (c-7)
Jan, 3, Cloudy-intarmittent enow: 25 cm snow on ground; lakes frezen, brogks vrpea.

Mrs. Shelton Appleby, Anna Belyea, Mras. Harold Belyes, Mro. Barry 3elyea, Patricia
Belyea, D.G. Carpenter, Mrs, Lawrence Carpenter, Mrs, Bruce Chags, Mrs, Vurnenm
Connell, Enid ¥, Inch, Mre, William McConnachis, Mrs, Arthur Perry, Mrs. Jehn Perry,
Mrs, Hazen Pugsley, Mrs. Lena Robinzon, Mrs, Ernest Sypher, Nelson Thorne, Mrs, Hiven
Thorne, Mrs, A H, Walker, ¥rs. Frank 3, Yebb, Compiler: nid Inch.

Jemseg (Jem) o .
Dec, 20, Sunny, very cold, 23cm snow cover, no cpen water, Mrs, Hsather Bunner,

4.k, Dean, Xenneth Dean, Mr, & Mrp. Stephen Meillieter, Mr. M.B. Moore, Mise K. Moore
(compuer). David Noble, Mrs, L, O'Hara, 2.A, Tearce, Mr. & Mre. Owen Haahhu.m.

Frodericton (FToN)

Dee, 26. Snow. incroaaing during day; 45em snow cover, 'waters 98 percant froum.

V. Bauor, G. Clayden, E, Convery, A. Dean (compiler), X.G. Desan, K.S5. Dean, L.M, Dean,
D, Fowler, K, Fowler, H, Eatheway, C. Jones, Mra. L. Xsenan, D. xrismmon. B.
Langille, Wiges ¥. Moore, A, Morais, D. ¥obtle, B. Schneider, M, Schneider, A, Sheppard,
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X. Bheppard, A, Squirea, 3. Souires, Mrs, H Squires, P. Squires, W. Squires, O.
Waghburn, Mbea S, Washburn,

Mactaouac (MAC) ;
Dec, 29, Sunny, opsn patches of waier below dam. Dave Algar, Cliff Jones, Bruce
Martin & friend, 34 Palger (compiler),

Stanley (STAN)

Dos, 28. overcast am, partly cloudy pm, 30-35cm snow. open patches on Nashwask
River, trees heavily coversd with ice. Harocld Hathsway.

Woodstoclk (WSTK) :

Dec, 28. oSunmy. OOcm snow: very 1ittle open water, Mra. Blsir Avery, Mrs, Clinton
Clark, Mrs, G.F. Clarke, Miss Ruby (larke, ¥r. A B. Connell, Mr. Gerry Demmings,
Chrig Flewelling, Mre, ¥elgon Flewelling, Mrs, Devid Fry, Mra, Marjoria Gray, Nr.

& Mrs, Bric Hadley, Mrs, Keith Helmw th, Mr. & Mrs,Eon Homer, Stephen Hemer, Murray
Hubbard, Mrs. W,}. Jen=e, Donnie Kimbell, Mrs. Donald Nixon, Dr. G.A Olmztead, Brie
Rendall, Robert Speer (compiler), Mrs. Robert Spesr, Mrs. Cecil Stewart, Ms, Donna
Sutherland, Mrs. Charles Web®. .

‘Hartland (EART) W v
Dec, 27, cloudy, 20-30cm snow in field, B80-75em in woods; river frozen, Niss
Florence Britton, Donald Kimbell, Mrs. C.A, Righy, Mike Rigby (compiler),

Perfb__s__m}. dever (P-A) ‘ ) )
Jan. 5. Olear, S0cm snew; river frozen, Goerge B Baird, Tllsworth 3. Demershant, -
Fred ¥, Tribe, Murray Z. Watters (eompiler), 2

Plagver Rock (PR) . ;
Dao. 29, ® come snow and 1ight winds, cnow 80cm desp, Oliver Cooper, Mrg. Wendsll
Crasford, Mre. Stephen Eabatich (ccmpiler), Mrs, Delbert Reed, Mrs. Earold Skinner,

Fictsu-Riley Brook (¥IC) )
Jan. 4, » Cloudy with snowflurries, Snow cover, Tobique River mostly frozen

ppon in a few places, Alex & Jean Fraser, Halph & Gladys Howard, Mre. Archie Xnawle
ton, Mr. & Mre, Srwin Landsusr, ¥r, & Mre. John McCart y, ¥Wilma Miller, Mr, & Mrs,
Rudd Richier, Mr, & Mrs. Zlake Sutherland. Compiler — Wilme Miller, '
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yomt . THE GROUNDHOG DAY GALE

On February 2 the Maritimes were hit by sn intense, fast-moving storm, one of
the worst in this century, later dubbed the Groundhog Gale. Heavy rain and winds - -
that reached hurricane*force in some areas caused flooding, power failures, and
damaga to bwkldings, bridges, wharves, boats and fishing gear. The damage wes
particularly severe around the mouth of the Bay of Fundy at Grand Manan and Digby
Neck. Devastation of the works of man was well-reported at the time. Here we
present some impressions of the effects on nature. We would like to have similar
reports from other areas to include in the April issue.

Caledonia Mountain by Mary Majka

Living on a mountain has its advantages and its disadvantages, as my husband
Mike likes to say. If the weather is good, it's ten times nicer than in the valley;
if it's bad, 1t's ten times worsel We have adjusted our lives accordingly and in
the last 15 years have learned to cope with everything from being isolated and
without power for three to four days in the middle of winter to being covered with
eight inches of snow in summer.
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It was then quite normal for us to take the necessary
precautions when the weather office predicted a storm, Water
containers were filled, s good supply of wood brought into
the house and the oil lamps checked. The storm began in the
morning of February 2 and from the start the sky and the
movement of the clouds had an unusual sppearance., One of the
advantages of living up high is thst one can oversee a vast
erea of land and sky and usually can follow the patterns of
approaching weather,

But this was not an ordinary storm. Clouds driven by
texrrific winds were torn and scattered, pushed and whirled.
Great cloudbursts followed by pstches of blue sky and sun-
shine passed our windows at a3 tremendous speed. Howling
and roaring through the forast, the winds gathered momentum
as they swept past the house, shaking it on its foundation
and rattling the windows incessantly, The fury unleashed somewhere in higher
strata descended in torrents of rain whipped against the building and trees, Above
all this noise there was a constant howling of the wind in the guywires and steel
structures of the two telephone and one television towers with which we share our
end of the mountain.

Of course we lost our hydro near the beginning of the storm and blessed the
good old woodstove around which our 1ife then centred. The radio (converted to
battery power) was reporting that a stste of emergency had been declared and every
hour was bringing some more disastrous news, Sadly, we watched a few birds try-
ing to reach our feeders. Where was our flock of 50 Blue Jays and 1% chickadees?
Where did the nuthatch and grosbeaks take shelter? At least the woodpeckers and
squirrels wera safe, we hepeds And as far as the groundhog was concerned, he
might as well forget it} -

Hight came and slowly the wind subsided to sound more like a normal storm
instead of a hurricane snd the heavy rain turned to light snow. Our oil lamp
made a warm circle on the kitchen table and the kettle on the woodstove was sing=
ing. We counted our blessings and wished we had a way to help those who were
shivering in the darkness. The temperature rapidly dropped a staggering 20° C
and by morning all the rainwater and melted snow had frozen, covering fields and
roads with ice. The wind still was howling and the radio reporting what had
happenad down below,

On the third day we were able to survey our forest and look around to assess
the damage., Walking on icy crust, 5 to B inches thick, we found the hardwoods
strewn with broks=n branches. Intergpersed smong the beech, birch and ley
had been evergreens, mostly fir, More dense than their bare
deciduous neighbours, they fell to the forest floor, hundreds of 70 to 80 year old
veterans snzpped in half like matches, usually six to ten feet above the ground.

In open areas the wind had managed to uproot the trees, tearing them from the
frozen ground to block roads and forest clearings., Sheltered by those same trees,
our house sustained little damage, just s few shingles lost,

Slowly life returned to normal, our power repaired and the birds back at the
feeders, but we will never forget the Groundhog Day storm.

Fundy National Park by K« He Deichmann

Dawn of February 2, 1976 was overcast and the rain forecast looked likely,
By mid=morning, it was raining heavily, but by noon the sky broke and winds were
freshing, but not heavy. In fact, by 1200 hours, there was a light, steady wind.

At 1300, the winds had risen noticeably and the swell in the bay was picking
up. High water, an average tide, was due by 1300, but the water kept rising, and
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sometime between 1300 and 1400, ice cakes and chunks began coming up on the Alms
wharf and were tossed onto the bank in the village. About that time, surf began
going over the sea wall and great chunks of marram~grass sod began breaking

awsy along Alms beach. By then the winds were blowing at 50 to 60 mepahs(est.).

As the afternoon prograssed, the winds kept rising. By dusk, the tide was
subsiding in a delayed fashion, the winds were still strong, but the rain (0,76
inches fell) was over, Maximum winds may have exceeded 80 to 90 m.p.h. and
were in gusts of hurricane force,

Damage to trees: Hardwoods, being leafless, generally lost branches only,
although many birches had 2 considerable amount of bark blown off. Balsam fir,
weakened by the current budworm attack, were mainly snapped off, most falling to
the north as the strongest winds came from the south. Some spruce were broken
off and some were uprooted, pointing up the fact that spruce was generally
sounder and has a stronger trunk than fir. Some of the worst hit areas wersg
Chignecto Campground and Kyle Flat, but there was some damage everywhere,

Mr. Harold Hoyt, retired zssistant deputy minister of the Department of
Natural Resources, has related how many of the larger spruces along thw Bay of
Fundy show relesse from the Saxby Gale (Oct. 4, 1869), He noted that particularly
when he scaled logs in this area in the 1930's and 1940's, The Groundhog Gale
may similarly leave its mark in the growth rings of the surviving trees,

Trees on Joel's Head, some 60 to 70 feet above normal high tide line were
coated with ice and rime, 2 condition which no one locally had ever seen before.
Everywhere the snow was covered with evergreen needles, branches and bark. Many
dead trees, like the ones in the beaver meadow at Caribou Plain, had much of
the bark removed. Salt spray was noticeable as a gray cast over tree trunks and
foliage & mile or more from the coast, Salt spray covered the windows throughout
Alma, and even at Fortyfive Road and Hebron.

Damage to Cozgtr About six to eight feet of turf has been washed away along
Alma Beach, Much of the sheet piling between the swimming pool bsach and Alma
Beach has been dislodged, West of Alma Beach, several landslides were noted and
somg trees were washed out of the bank. The cross-bedded sandstone and the mud-
stone below the Devil's Half Acre were undercut very noticeably, with cuts
five to six feet deep noted. Futther along towards Herring Cove, rocks were
tossed from the lower beach well up to the top of the tideline. If there had
been spring tides as are predicted for February 17-19, inclusive, the damage
would hsve been much more severe.
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At Point Vlolfe, many tree stumps and trunks and logs and other debris litter
the dune; one whari foundation barely visible last year is very obviously exposed.
It will be interesting to see if subsequent spring tides wash away the newly deposited
debris.

Effect on Wil¢life - On February 3, a “wrecked" Dovekie that had run out of sea room
was picked up by Doug Kane near Cape Enrage. On the 3rd, 5 Ring-billed Gulls, an
unusual winter record; were seen on Alma Beach. 0On the next day at least 50 Iceland
and Glaucous Gulls were ssen at the mouth of the Alma River, again an unusually high
number, and undoubtcdly storm refugees. By Februaev B, the arctic gulls (both Glaucous
and Iceland) were gone. Downed trees will enhance reeding conditions for white

tailed deer and snowshoe hares for the rest of the winter.

Here and There by David Christie

A museum trip to the Lepreau area on Feb.ll revealed some of the effects of the
storm waves. By the Dipper Harbour wharf, a relatively sheltered location, large
rocks low on the tidal shore had been flipped over to expose encrusting sponges on
top and hide seaweeds beneath. Some of them probably welghed over half a ton. On
bedrock, much of the kelp and rockweed had been clipped short by the force of the
sea tugging at their fronds,

Along the Maces Bay shore, a band of scaweed a couple of feet deep and several
feet wide, marked the high tide line. Most of the algae was rockweed (Ascophyllum
and Fucus spp.) but kelps (Alaris, Laminaris spp. Agarum) were well represented and
smaller species such as dulse could be found by poking about among the large brown
forms. Animals toc had been plucked from the sea bottom and tossed ashore. Lobsters
and Rock Crabs were dismembered, bui most other creatures were whole. Starfish and
sea cucumbers of various kinds were common (Solaster spp., Asterias spp., Cucumaria
and Psolus). Fairly frequent were sea urchins and horso mussels. Deadman's finger
.‘f.\;)onges, sea potatoes, sea peaches, tun-ridoed neptunes, and waved whelks were also

In Albert County, the beach that protects Waterside Marsh was scoured by waves
and ice., The plentiful driftwood there was lifted and deposited back in the marsh
by the storm tide and the beach-grass Elymus mollis was obliteratad from view. The
renewal of growth in spring will reveal whethcr the underground rhizomes were ripped
up or just the arrial shoots that grew last summer. At Mary's Point, the sand dunes,
which had been significantly eroded during the autumn spring tides, were not damaged
by the Groundhog Gale. Huge ice cakes, some ten fest thick, filled Ha Ha Bay but,
grounding in the shallows, formed a protective wsll that broke the force of the sea
well ocut from shore, However, salt spray wass whippad inland to coat vegetation and
buildings. A transplanted Hemleck that had been doing well for two years turned
brown within a week. (Another Hemlock that I had often admired lost its top during
the storm, That one, a large and very tapering tree stancding by itself at Lincoln,
near the eastern end of the Fredericton Alrport runway has been a prominent landmark
along Route 7 for years.)

At Saint John, Saints Rest Beach 1s reported to be severely eroded. Chickadees
and White-throated Sparrows disappeared from my bird feeder. Two chieksdees on Mar. 7
were the first seen afier the storm., Other people also reported the disappearance
of birds but in most cases some of them returned or were replaced within a week. Dr.
James O'Brien lost from eight to ten chickadess at his feeder in Saint John West and
they did not return. Similar effecte were noticed in eastern Maine, as reported in
The Guillemot by Bill Townsend. In Maine, somoe Horned Grebes were blown from the
s:a to inland areas. I haven't heard of such occurrences in New Brunswick following
this storm.
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Do you know what tracks of a fox or raccoon look

like? And where to find the abandoned nest of a

Red=winged Blackbird? Well, you may not know

but your children can teach you that and much more
. bagides,

They will show you how to build 3 bird feader or tell you all about the life of
a prairie dog —who is not 3 dog 2t all. They know something about the newly
dicovered bacteria and yeast cells that can help in cleaning up oil spills. And,
speaking of yeast, your children will be able to explain by what principle your bread
rises and, to top it all, they will make you a delicious batch of pretzels.

Yes, children = Canadian children — have a new magazine of their own. OML, a
publication of the Young Naturalists' Foundation, is an excellent gift for the gener-
ation of young pecple who should be more aware of the natural world around them.

Before QWL became a reality it was very carefully planned and researched, in
order tc develop a truly worthwhile Canadian magazine for children. This publication
will scquaint them with animals, plants, conservation problems and the activities of
other children all across the country.

What is most refreshing is the great emphasis on actlve participation in various
games, experiments and crafts that OML invites the reader to do. Also it asks chil-
dren o share with the editors and other children by sending in their own letters,
poems, drawings and reactions to the magazine. "All Your Own" is a two page section
reserved especislly for children's contributions.

"Albert, My Dog" by Farley Mowatt should be of great interest to the young
reader. It tells the story of a "special" dog who was almost human. A poster in the
centre that can be carefully detached to decorate a child's rcom and a comic section =
always very attractive to youngsters = are yet more reasons why any parent, especially
a naturalist, should subscribe to QWL for their or other people's children.

The federation has secured a number of coples of the first issue of QWL. For a
free copy to examine and show your friends= young and old = write to Mary Majka,
Caledonia Mountain, RR # 3, Hillsborough, N.B. Or, to subscribe, send $6 for ten
issues, or $11 for twenty issues to OWL, 59 Front Street East, Toronto, Ont. MSE 1B3.
The next issue will appear in April, the following one in June. And beginning in
fall, .OWL will be published monthly from September through June. (Cutside Canada
please add $2 per subscription.) = Mary Majka.

1 Mary Majka s 3 membor of the editorial advisory board of QWL,represent-
ing the New Brunswick Federation of Naturalists, QWL was formerly The Young Nagur-
alist published by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists.)

Wildiife Art C at_Sun Shores )
For the second year, Sunbury Shores Arts and Nature Centre will be
offering a three=wesk instructional course in wildlife art at St.

Andrews. From July % to 23, instructor Gary Low who has had one-man

shows at the Royal Ontario Museum and the McMichael Gallery of
Canadian Art, will help a small class with techniques of portraying wildlife, by
_themselves and as part of their eavironment, using s varlety of media. Fee for the
course is $125.

Sunbury Shores has asked our federation to sponsor a scholarship for one of

the. students but the board of directors felt thers was too little time fo orgsnize a
scholarship fund. The board endorsed the idea and recommends that members who are
interested in assisting s student in the wildlife art course send donations directly

to Sunbury Shores Arts & Nature Centre, Box 100, St. Andrews, N.B. You will receive
a receipt for income tax purposes.







