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~n apology but not 2 eulogy! Yes we are still a2live! To adeguately
apologize we weuld heve to prepare an iessue three times the size and include all
those items thet have gathered in our (by now) somewhat dusty file, Alas, that
ie not foasible (walt till January), nor is it possible to explain in a few
sentences the long silence, Let's just ask all you pptient (or not so patient)
members fo forgive us end pledge io do a better job in the fiture,

Despito our inzetivity in the publishing field, the federction and its mem=-
bers have been active and we have reports of somo of those zctivities, as well
3s nature sxticles for your interest and enjoyneni, The Christmas story should
put you in the right mood for the coming season for which we send warmest wishes
of a Merry Christmas and happy Hew Year,

Editorial Committee
0 CHRISTMAS TREE!

[fary Majka

On your walk today yeu found a cone - soft, shiny, smooth, It fits the palm
of your hend and has the smell of Christmas. You think of candles, carols, cookies,
and kids and suddenly the snow 1g welcome!

In the warnth of your hand, the little cone becomes more fragrant and, on
coming home, 2 1ittle, winged seed flutters down through your fingers. & tiny,
sticky droplet of pitch on angel wings = a Christmas troe baby! You think of
chickadees and grosbesks, crossbills ond squirrels and curiously 1ift the scales
of the cone to discover a whole nursery. Snuggled against the cone's candle shaft,
row upon row of seeds owzit a warm and windy day, when, released, they will whirl
down to find a place, each to grow = giant. The competition will be fierce and
the survival low.

Looking over the forest floor, you will sée a kindergarten of hopefuls, each
a perfect ninisture tres, lovely to touch, too beautiful to step on, Soon, those
children of the forest will grow inte strapping youngsiers, but only those who find
3 ray of sun will prosper, sending tiers of radiating branches upwards toward the
sky. ¥ith the precision of natura, they will bloon in spring and fruit in the
fall. llsts of yellow pollen, thelr security in numbers, waft through the forest
en route to rosy pistils and irmortslity,

nd so, the tine hes come for tesnagers to be chosen. One of them moy find
his way to your home. The lovely balsam fir or the young red pine will likely be
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your pueforence, s&nc'e both hava tha good manners to keep their ncedles to themselyes,
One wintry day I brought.a smell tree to ny firstborn son for his first Christmas
and as { passod his tiny fingers through the soft ncedles he reached out towardsa nest
hidden-in-the-branches = a.9ift.of thq tree to usi Heny Christasses have passed since,
but the magic of that meoent can never be surpassed, " i S el ST
Why id we adopt & tree ss @ sybol of Joy, peace and good will? YRy does a3 tree
in our hone convoy the meaning of the fostive season, the coming light, the Dirth of 2
Child?

Maybo because our owm axistence is deeply ronted in tho simple, essential and
clementary things akin to the rocky soil in which the tree was anchoreds In its
tenacity and strength s our hopej in its green radiance the assurance of sustenancej
in its symaetry and growth the law and order of naoture; in its seeds the continuity
of 1life,

And o my wish to you, for this holiday scasony is to find a cone on your walk
and to look for 2 nest in your Christnas treel (Reprintod from fiusous ligno, Dec.1973.)

1974_jnnual lieeting, Fundy Park

About 60 persons participated in the NBFN Annual jiceting program, Sopt. 13-15 at
Fundy Park. Fortunately, the dense fog nnd rain of Friday evening cleared up late
Saturdcy morning and the rameinder of the activities took place 'in superb weather
which nllowed a most enjoyable federatlion picnic ot Iiicmac Camping Arca Saturday
eveninga

Among the activities was a slide program on Fundy Park as seen from its trail
systen (prosented for lichael Burzynski by Steve Clayden); workshops on insects (Chris
tajka); nature photography (Sylvia Ulnanis) and pond life (David Christic); a talk on
the spruce budvorm (Henrik: Deichmann and D. Christlc) followed by a general discussion
of various types of budwor control programs and the film "Tides of Fundy,”

particinants had tho choice of two out of four field trips: budworm forests
(Doichmann), %he tidal shore (Christic), the Albert County coast (Hary Hajka) and
Hartin Hoad (Deichmann). A visit was also made to the Devil's Half Acre, a mysterious
area of geslogical interest.

At tho annunl business meeting, tho presicdent reported on activities of the past
yenr, including presentation of briefs on Hount Carleton Provineial Park and on
Japanese vhaling, & coagratulatory lottor and offer of assistance to the provincial
governnont following its announced “ntentlon to adopt an act to protect ondangered
species, snd action taken ro the shooting of kingfishers at fish hatcheries, the
burning of vecctation on liachiass Sesl Island, = horon colony threatened by lunbering,
and tropping mothods, llention was olso mace of federation fleld trips and of the
Atlentic Maturalists' Policy Session organized in April.

Comittees at work include onos studying birds of prey {continuing), coastal
zone protection and lond use, tho Fundy Vacation Txail and expansion of Fundy herk,
ané awaxds for science tenchers and/or students.

It wes snnounced hot: pleased the federatlion s chout formation of the Kennebe-
casis Naturalizts' Society and that groups at Bnthurst, Hackewic and Stanloy were
interosted in starting clubs too,.

Tho trossuror reported that the foderatien hed o cash balance of $986.18, mede
up of §622,51 forward fron 19734 plus 1974 income of $659.03, less 1974 cxpenditures
of §206,26, C. Eric Tull was appointcd auditor for the year 1974.

Four mendaents to the NAEN constitution were adestod, a) Creating a category
of honorary lifc members, i) moking the tvo Now Brunswick dircctors of the Canadian
Nzturo Foderation ox~officio members of the NBFN borxd, ¢) altering tho qualification




for directors-nt-large to give elegibility to foderatod club members who roside
remoto from their club and d) lengthening the period of notice for tho annusl general
moeting to O wecks, from 20 days.

tary linjka, chairman of the nenineting committce, announced new members of the
boaxd, =11 clocted by acclamation. They are vice-prosident, Henrik Deichmann of Alma,

. secretoxy, A=t fuitenborg of Sussex snd diroctor-at-large, Wilma Miller of Nictau,

The neeting then clected Bruce S, Wright of Frodericton as an honorary life mem=
ber of tho foderation, in recognition of his work in publicizing many conscrvation
problems including the endangered stotus of the Esstomn Panther, and of his contri-
bution to public knowledge of New Brunewick natural history through his many books
and articlos. = D.C,

THE AUD: 3
To Moabors of the N. B. Fodoration of Nrturslists:

T have oxomined the financial sthtement and the supporting records of tho N.B,
Federation of Haturalists, as prepered by the Treasurer, for the period Docember 1,
1972 to Deceaor 31, 1973, .

I 'am in complete agreoment with the figures shoem.
Jim Wilson, auditor,

Financizl Statomen 1, 197 21, 1972
;_nggpﬁ
Subscriptions for 1972 380
Tegulos $2.00 224 3 543,00
reduced 1.50 17 25.50
reduced 1.00 11 11.00
student 1,00 12 12,00
rocuced student 0.75 2 1.50
librozy 2400 14 28.00
Subscriptions for 1974 27
reqular $2.00 26 52,00
studont 1.00 1 1.00
Donrtions 102,00
Intorest 12,07
Bank Exchango 0,80
Annual lleeting - Banquet & donations 1
£998.92 $ 998,92
Disburscacnts
N.B. Nnturalist $125.30
Printing 7460
Trezsurer's Supplies 8,89
Symbol Campaign 1,94 y
Postage 792.40 I
Wotel Rental (founding meeting) 23.97 ‘
Annual ilocting - supplios 27,42 ’
Annual ileeting - bancuet 71.89
Annual Mocting - Roonm rental 20.00
5376.41 £ 276,41
Balance  (equals bank balance Doc.2l, 1973) § 622,51

b T

Eric Tull, Treasurer
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ATLANTIC NATURALISTS' POLICY SESSION

From April 5 to 7, the N,B. Federation of Naturalists sponsored the Atlantic
Naturalists' Policy Session at Hagnetic Hill, Twenty-five delegatas representing the
Newfoundland Matursl History Society, P.E.I. Natural History Society, H.S. Bird Society,
N«B.F.N., Canadian Nature Federation and the Nature Conservancy of Canada met to discuss
their:conservation concerns aad priorities and to establish a strategy of action on im-
portant issues =s they relate to Atlantic Canada. The meeting was made possible in
part by 2 citizen development grant from the department of the Secretary of State,

An intor-provincial committee was set up to study the feasibility and format of
a proposed naturalists’ guide to the Atlantic Provinces, a book which would describe the
region's natural history and point out interesting areas to visit.

Each organization raported on its interests and programs and there was consider-
able discussion of the sctivities of the CJNJ.F. and tha contents of its magazine, Nature
Canada, Hopefully, each group will benefit frem a better knowledge of the others and
that & closer rclationship and cooperation among them will develop.

A grest range of concorns was discussed at the meeting, It would be impossible
to mention them all in thoe scope of this nuwsletter. Talk concentrated on a number of
areas and fifteen recommendations were approved and directed to the Board of Directors
of the participating organizations. Those recommendations wercs=~

ENERGY

1. That C.N.F. develop 2 pelicy on energy use in Canada. We suggest that it
should recoimend = limiting of the encrgy consumption rate and that it include
a profercnce rating among alternative methods availzble for electric power genor=
ation.

ENVIRONHENTAL EXCATION

1. That C.H.F. and the provincial crganizetions attach high priority to develop-
ing educational programs for youth.
24 That, as soon as fezsible, the C.N.F. institute n "youth division® with

the idea of establishing 2 junior naturo program with its own nagazine and of
providing information and guidance to schools and youth groups in the field of
environmental cducation and awareness.

3. That the C.H.F. assist provincial and local groups in the establishment
and promotion of naturc campe and clubs for children and of nature centres for
school children and the general public,

4, X That provincial groups work closely with their provincial education systems
to oncournge dovalopment of improved natural history programs in the schools.
Emphasis should be given to better teachor training in thet field,

5. That local groups bo ancouragod to establish activity-oriented junior
nature clubs,

PROTECTION OF NATURAL AREAS

1, That establishment of natural arcs ressrves be considered a priority con-
cern of tho C.M.F. and the provincial organizations.
2. Thot each provincial organization meet soon with its regional committec

of IBP-CT %o propare » list of ereas that can bé recommended as reserves and
10 ‘@stablish priorities based on habltat type, individual site and wlnera-
bility.

3. That the list so produced, vith pricrities and related information be
communicated to the Nature Conservancy of Canada as @ guideline for its action
and that the provincial groups cooperate with it in its acquisition programs.
The Nature Conservancy, having acquired title, can then transfor the areas,
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under suitable protective agrecuents, to 2 government agency or local organi=
zation.

4, . That the C.H.F. act as a coordinating agency, promoting cooperation be-
tweon the provincial organizations anc tho Nature Conservancy and facilitating
the oxchange of informotion on natural area presorvation.

5. That the C.N.F. and the provincinl groups urge the governments of the
Atlantic Provinces to spoed action towards adoption of an ecological rxoserve
act in each province,

ANTHAL HARVESTING

1, That C.il.F. prepare policy statements on tho consunptive use of animal
resources (c.g. hunting, fishery, trapping, collection of binlogical specimens),
We suggest that those activities be regarded 2s the legitimate harvesting of
a renoviablc natural resourco waen there is proser nsnagement and control of
harvest and population levels. Wo recommond; as fax as possiblo, the total uso
of aninals taken {i.e. roducticn of waste) and the promotion of the mosi humane
and cffective harvest methods foasible. Motwithstanding the preceding, we fool
that tho C.H.F. should gonerally advocnte non-consumptive use of wildlife.

2. That the CoH.F. producc = national policy statement on rare and endangorod
specics and forns and provide assistance to the provincial groups in thelr
efforts to gain protection of such species in their provinces.

3. That the provincial groups propere lists of rare and endangered specics
and forms in their area and press for provincial action to protect them.

GENERAL

1, Thit 21l organizations make an effort to cosplinent governments vheonover
positive actions arc taken ar proposcd in matters of concern to us. The pro~
vingial organizations should ospecially zemember to infom the C.N.F. of any
such actions of national significance by their provincial govemnment, so that
an eppropvizte letter con be sent from the C.N.F. and se that the matter may be
included in the vellow pages of Naturg Canada.
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The past winter wee » relatively short and opon one, ot least in southern and
central Now Brunswick. December's very mild and wet weather (5° to 9° above normal)
was followed by two sunny months, slightly colder and drier than usual. Low snow
depths in much of the province meant an o=sy winter for meny kinds of wildlife but, on
the other hand, permittod decp frost penetration which could be hard on hibernating
animals and some species of plants. MNoxthezn parts of the province had normal snowfall
accunulations during the winter. A four-day warm spell during which the temperature
reachod 610 at Fredericton on iarch 7 moved the ice in places along the lower Soint
John River and brought spring migrants to the southorn counties abnormally carly.
fiinter, however, was not gone for good and on the averago, that month vras cold in most
areas.

Some wieather highlights of the winter: Frecericton had its warmest Deceber
(30° mean) in 102 years of rocords; Saint John topped its Dacenber precipitation record
2t 9.88"; 2 mere 2" of snow fell at Honcton in December; a few severe thundexstoras,
unusual in wintar, occurre¢ in the southern counties during January and early Fcbruary;
sunshino totals(161-166 hours) were well above normel during February at Fredericton,
Chathan and Chrrlos

HATIALS

A new snccles of mammal, the Coyotg, seems fairly well established in New
Brunswick. During the winter five large wild dogs were taken in the province. First,
one was trapped near Florenceville. gn Fob, 16 Bill Illor hit one with his truck
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naer the Serpeatinc River and shout the sane time one was shot at Lac Bakers During
Mazch ono ves sraopéd not far €-om Hacpion and anothor at Frodericton Road neax
Salisbury, it the Sazpentine River, fresh tracks were found a wock after tho one

had been killed. The Cayoto, or brush wolf s it is slso known, has been spreading
slowly oastwars curdng this centurys Tho i.B. Huscum has the skin of an animal,
bolieved to be a Coyota, that was trapped 1n Kent County during wintor 1948, and

4hero heva been o number of sichtinge raporiad in the past 2 or 3 years. Howover,
without the skull to examineit is often ¢ifficult to distinguish betwecn coyotes,
wolvss, scno wild dogs and hybrids amongst them, Skulls obtained ¢his wintor by the
provincial Fish & 1fildlifo Dranch and the nusoum worc oxamined by an Ontario blologist,
Vha classified tho Lac Baker, Flovencoville and Hampton specimens as Coyotes anc the
the other two as dog-coyete hybrids; often called coydogs. Such cross-breeding occurs
quite fromuently in Ontaric. Probably Coyotes will be increasing and epreeding further
in the provinze. We would liko to hear whien you see your first onc.

Tue sorll bats {Liztl: Nzownst)were flying chout in 45° temporatures on the
unusual date of Duc. 16 ot Hezsing Cove in Fundy Park. (Henrik Deichmann)
BIRDS |

Tho zesulés of +ho Cheistmas Blmd Counts reported in our last number give a
good ides of distrilbuticn and abundance of most blrds. Thero was little change as
winter progressod, cxcept for tho disappearance of nost of tho lingering summer species
vhen the tecperatuve dreposd during Januany.

Ghrigiing bire Count adeonds = IM1la HacCoubrey advises that she in=-

afvas Gab.y ointod g0 xds from her counts 4 Baltimoro Oriole and

o Caxdinal ¢n ccuat day and Tuskey Vuliure, Furple Sandpiper and Purple

Finl during ecouwat pozied rhould he added to the roport from the St.

'l findeaws azua.
& Guogh Commpzent sppeared in open water at Dalhousie Jan. 26-31 (Jean-Paul

Lebol).

4 fow Lonada Gesro wore noving aliout in mid-winter: 2 small flock flow over
Garnots Settlamrs, cast of Loz Lemond aaxiy in January (iirs. Graves), 25 werc at
Browns Flat “en. 7 (Geasgs nderson), @ group at nearby Ozk Pt. Jan. 28 (Lloyd Beyea
& Mike Dadern1), ond ck Sackviilo shout 25 were seen Feb. 17 (f£ide Ian Camezon). /bout
100 Beant . wintoncd of Whlte Hoad Zslund {inncy Small), which thoy have done every
uiater since. 12070

4 mede Hood Dusk waa =oon at Fillmave Hole, near Sackville Herch 3 (Con
Posplangua), Mo Coisimn [lrgrnsces omsined shrough the winter at Bathurst becauso
of hoavion 560 canlition than woual, bub 37 wore back at the mouth of tha Nepisiquit
Wore 19 (Blako fzhow). 4 l=»ge flock,150+ of them,wore at tho Reversing Falls Febs 17
{Cocil Jehneton) and 01 wero cevntod Yolew tho causeway at toncton Mar. 3 (Doug Yhit=
azn)e & sinole male Baszed's Goldeneys was with 56 Coomon Joldengyes and a Commion
Hergsneas in the Tabicua at Nistau Fob, 25 (Christie). Other Barrows included 4 at
Semozville Fabe 23 Darald Kishall) and 1 ot Douglas Mar. 2 (Beverley Schneider).

A Cagnote Haw's appe=ently passcd the winter ot llomramcook, being seen Jan,
11 and 10 cAC Tab, 40 by Reid ielianus. Rod-tailed Hawks included one at Somerville Fob.
15-16 (Ximball). . wintor Jawsh Hewdk was scen at Hamaond River Jan. S (Jim Wilson).
Three Gymfalgons were reportod, @ doric bizd at Bridgodale; Albert Co. Jan. 17 (Dr.
B. Majkay, & gervish Lizd ¢ Sadnt John ilaz, 20 (Christie) and a white one at Black
rock, Victoriz County Jpze 17 (Dun Fowle.).

sbeut 7 outning Devos epare Decenbex and January ot Upper Hoodsteck (Rowena
HacDonald) cod 4 weeo et Centraville Jan. 15 (Wes Knaffer).

: Hdwdntes roports of Spevy Ouls were all fran the Tantramar area excopt fox

ona at Potli-loches Tob, 5 (Allen Elsliger), 5 Shorte-oarer Ouls were seen at Hearam=
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cook HMar. 2 (jiciianus).
The lorgest flock of Puzple .ggn?‘ ipcrs ever roported here wes a remarkable

2000 saen at Incicn Point, St. .ndrows by Red iiason on Jan. 3. Tho following d(ay

only @ more noxal 175 were prosent thorg. A Killdeer wes 2t Vihite Head Jon.l= léggg{l).

A Northoxn Three-t Woodpackezr was seen in woods neor the mouth of the
Northweet iliramichi Feb. 10 (Harry Walker). The more common Blackebacked Three-toed
was also reported from the Mewcastle areon and at Hemmond River and Cambridge,

Four Bohonian Maxwings turned up nt Belmont, Saint John Jan. 20 (Ray Tonton)
ané in Sackville, 2 were sgon IFob. 6-7 (Curtis Wood) and 4 on the 17th (Duchemin).

On par. 10 2 cat killed Doug thitmen's Jiockingbirzd which had been around since
garly Decomber at Riverviow. /i single ilockingbird has beon s winter specialty of
thet arca for several years.

.\ lagnolia Warblew sppeared at Gorden Burn's feeder in Seckville on tho vory
unusual date of Decs 6, Four gm;_e_ Varblors wore still surviving at Cape Tormentine
Jan, 23 (Stunyt Tingley). .. lingering Es jicadowlark was 2t Cambridge Doc. 7-8.

¥iilisa #iillor reports at loast 1500 Evening Grosboaks around her place at
Nictau ocarly in Decomber. Thoy diseppearec later in monthe /11 six Cardinols
in the Saint John azca apparently passed the winter succossfully at binxd feeders,
but Reid jicHanus' hird at ilemramcook was not secen after Jan, 20. On Jan. 22 &
Cordinal appearcd ot a bird feeder in Oromocto ([frs. Vintling). . male %&M
Tovhee spent the whole winter at Vivien Fowler's feeder in Hampton and a Sparrow
lingered at Fundy Park till Dec. 13 (Doichmonn).  pavid S. Christie

Conadian Nature Federaticn Annual Heeting
C. Eric Tull

The fourth ennual general meeting of the Cenadian Nature Federation was held in
London, Ontario, August 21 €0 27, As 2 provincizl director I attended the meeting re-
presenting New Brunswick, even though I am now living in Edmonton,

At the meeting lost yenr ot Wolfville, thare was a feeling of tension, produced,
I feel, by the concern of mombers over the financial picture. The financial picture -
is now much better and the feeling at both the general meeting and the neoting of
directors wes much more relaxed. Everyone secanx) to feel it wos a very successful
noeting.

Before the general meecting the directors engaged in a two-day meeting., I will
try to mention some of the highlights of this wido-ranging moeting.

Ted llosquin, tha executive director, reported on the activities of head office
in Ottawa, ilembership in CNF is now about 15,000, The nagazine Nature %mn
the centre of head office activities. The bookstore is growing by leaps and Se
Financial limitations have prevented the foderation from getting very actively in-
volved in environmental issues as yot, but this is envisioned to occur within the next
year or twos

Roboxt Carawell, the treasurer, reported on finances. The operating deficit
for the fiscal period ending December 21, 1973 was $7,881, a reduction from the operat-
ing deficit of %48,630 of the provious fiscal period. 4 balanced budget has boen struck
for the current fiscal year, and the federatisn was basically on budget 2s of June 30,

Dizectors in the llontreal aren are actively soliciting funds to cover the cost
of producing a French edition of ilature Canacda. As envisioned, the white pages would
be tho samo in both editions, with Bnglish articles translated into French or vice
versa, vhile the yellow pages would concentrate more on Fronch Canadz, in particular
Quebec.
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The directors moved to make the ownership and nanagement of natural areas
an important objective of the federatlon. In this, they cxpoct to co-operate with the
Nature Conservancy of Canada and with provincial and locel naturalist groups.

The directors also adoptod guidelines for the adoption of policy for CHF.
Ong area that should be investigeted in the next year is CNF policy on whaling.

In order te oscape from the prosent financial restrictions, an experienced
fund roiser is to be hired for one year to conduct a fund-raising campaign.

On Friday afterncon there was an open meoting betwecen members and directors,
in which the mombers had n chance to express their concerns to the directors. One con-
corn in particular, a national youth program; wes discussed in considerable deteil. A
national nature magazine for young people gaincd considerable momentum from this meet-
ing.

Saturdey morning was the business meeting and & speciel meeting required by
law %o change the name of the federation to Canadian Nature Federation = Fddération
canadicnne ce la Nature, The directors then met to elect the following new executive
for the upcoming yeari=

Prosident, 1an dicLeren (H.S.); Vice-Presidents, Tony LeSauteur (Que.); Martin
Edwards (Ont.); Gordon Hzll (Han.); and George Scotter (Alta.); secretary, Gorald
McKeating (Ont.); and troasurer, Robext Carswell (Que.).

Srturday afternoon and Sunday wera the programme of the meeting, devoted to
the theme "Nature and Urban Han." Jmongst uther papers, former New Brunswick resident,
Tony Erskine, gave 2 vory interesting talk on work he has done on censuses of winter
birds in urban and suburban districts of Ottawa,

.8 at all mectings there were a2 number of interesting field trips, to such
noted places as the Bruco Trail and Point Peolee, as well as areas cleser to London,
In all it was » most interesting meeting,

Next year's mecting will be held in Junc in Victoria, B.C., so start now to
make your plans to attond. It would be well worth it (especially with a1l those
exotic west coast birds).

Hy term as a provincial director has another yoar to run. I will endeavour
to keep up with things in How Brunswick, particularly by meintaining close ties with
the H.B. Federation of Naturalists. The other MNew Brunswick director is David Smith
of Saint John. If you have things that you want to bring to our attention, please do
not hesitate to write. Our addrazsses are Eric Tull, c/o LGL #201, 10110 124 St.,
Edmonton, Alta., and David F. Smith, 149 Douglas .ivenuz, Saint John, N.B.

The Canadian Noture Federation is a membership organization operated for and
by its membors. If you, as a member of CNF, want to help the federation to beccme the
active voice of Canadian naturalists, might I suggest eny of the followings-

1) Promote the federation end the megazine Hature Canada, Ve

need a2ll the members we can get. laybe you know someone who
would become a member if you were tn show them your copy of
the magazina.

2) If you have some particular expertise and would like to assist
the federntion in this field, let me know.

3) Communicate to your directors your intorests and concerns
in the foderation,

Tintanarre Mational Wildlife .irg3
Stuart Tingloy

The 4,000 acre Tintamarve Nu'.As is located at tho head of the Tantramar
Harshes approximately five miles north-sast of tho town of Sackville, N.B. The ares
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encompasses extensivo boalands, marshlsnds and the basins of throe lakes, locally
known as the Jolicure Lakes.

Weterfowl and the Tantranar iarshes have historically had a closo association.
The name Tantramar is an adaﬁiion nf the original French spelling "Tintamarre", & word
neaning racket or hubbub in refercnce to the noise of great flocks of waterfowl utilizing
the mershland Curing migratien periode.

The great expanses of tidal marshlands nt the head of the Bay of Fundy ine
pressed the early French traders who began to scttle in the area by 1672, The early
settlors dilod the marshes, n fow acres at a time, and practised a profitable beef
raising onterprise.

From the early Fronch period to presont dey, man hes steadily reduccd the
amount of wetland habitct available for waterfewl. Diking end ditching practices have
now forced the wildfowl to rather restricted arens at the uppermost limits of the
marsh ores. Declining amounts of wotland habitat, along with increasing hunting
pressure have greatly reduced the numbors of breeding and migrant waterfowl on the
Tantramnr.

The marshland coeplex is located on one of the major "lanes" of the Atlantic
Flywny., Thus, maintenance of adequate wetland habitet is essential to the porpetuation
of the arca's wildfowl rosource.

The Jolicure Lakes srea was proposed for acguisition by the Canadian Wildlife
Service in December 1966, Jctual accuiring of lands within the ares commenced in the
spring of 1968 The 4,000 acros of land within the wildlife area represent a wide
variety of habitat types, including sonc of the best waterfowl production habitat to
be found in cestern New Brunswick. The aree contains a striking varicty of peatland
and aquatic ccosystcoms in various 'succossional stages, many thot aremre and unique
ecologlcal cormunitics. Thosoe foatures qualify the Netlonal Wildlife .Arce 25 an ares
of outstanding potential for research and instruction on the properties and dynamics of
a woetland londscapa.

The area is managed by a Federal-Provincizl Hanagement Committec. The
committce, organized in 1968, propcrod a five-year developient plan for the area, The
plan has provision for cevelaopment and re-gstablishmont of wetlends, water control
structures; preservation of unicue habitat types, public use, and recomnendations for
water level nmanipulations. Through the co-oporative efforts of Ducks Unlimited (Canada)
development of the site is now compiote. During the period 1958-1072 Ducks Unlimited
installed four major water conirol structures ~nd nine smaller ones, 2long with miles
of dikes. Thrt suthority has been responsible for the control of wator levels through-
out the i, and the establishment of six impoundnents, each with its own flood and
draw=dovn focility,

. The rich diversity of wetlands within the area provides favourable hzbitat
for many aquotic bird species. .nnually ogver 60 broods of waterfowl are produced on
the area, vhich includes Black Nuck, Pintail, Blue and Green-iinged Teal, Ring-necked
Duck, Wigeon a2nd Shovoler, Plad-billed Grebe, Soza and Virxginia Rail are abundant
and soversl Sxoods of smorican Coot have been ebsorved on tho impoundmonts. Bleack Tern
frequent the aves and sre prosumed to nest there. Both Short and Long=billed Marsh
Yirens, nlmost uninown ¢lsowhere in tho Haritimo Provinces, breed in the areae.

The nrea is easily accessible to neturalists nnd good walking is afforded by
the dikes and access roods. | richly rowarding oxpericnce awzits those who seek out
the elusive rails, marsh wrens, and wotorfowl nn » sumaexr's ovaning.

Chignecto Weekend

The Chignecto Haturalists' Club hosted 2 successful and very enjoyable joint
outing of tho N.B. Federation of Naturalists and H.S. Bird Soclety June 29-July 1.
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The threc doys included birding, botanical and seashell oxcursions to & varicty of wet-
land types in the Sackvillo-inherst ond Cape Tormentine aree Focal point of the
weekend vas the fascinating Tintamazwe Nat'l Wildlife jrea described above.

NATURE NEWS (SPRING 1974)

Bizd David Christie
There were two main highlights of spring migration, the stress and mortality that
affected many birds during the rbnormally celd last half of May and the huge numbers of
Evening Grobeaks noted in April, Also of interest wes the very early return of some
songbirds to southern New Brunswick during the warm spell in the first ten days of March.

Until the 18th, May was not = bad month weathcrwiso, but then it seemed like winter
had returned. Daily high tesperatures often didn't get much above 40° and there was
cold rain and a few snowfalls., As a result insccts, cspecially the flying types, were
not active nnd it was very difficult for insectivorous birds to find food. With a con-
tinuing scarcity of food and tho stress of cold weatler, after o few days birds were be-
ginning to be found dead-~ espocially warblers, swallows and Least Flycatchers. Most
common omong dead warblers brought to the museum were Yellow-rumped (™dyrtle"), Black=
throated Green, Blackburnian, Magnolia, Black-and-ithite, Cape May, Canada, Parula and
Tennesseae. Hortality continue? to occur into the first days of Juna.

The weakened birds, often absurdly tamc (not enough strength to be otherwise), gave
birdwetchors and photographers many opportunities for close=up obsorvation, as they
flitted slowly about looking for food on the ground. Bixds in difficulty werc roported
commnly from Hartland to Moncton and southwards, but not at Bethurst (Blake Maher)
where soparently fover worblers were present at that time. Heavy mortality was also
reporter! in Nova Scotia, Maine and castern Ontario. Later, we will report more details
concorning Breeding Bird Surveys in the Haritimes which revealed significant decreasecs
of several insectivorous birds during Junc.

Excarpts from the reports of two observere will serve to indicate the kind of
obsorvntions being made this spring. Joan Hoyt at Bloomfield had over 40 warblers of
various species in tho elm trce near hor house [isy 17, 18 and 19. In tho following
woek sha found dead Pazula, Wilson's and Blockburnisn Warbleors in her yard. On May 21
sho rocorded an influx of Parulas and wrote, "Usually they are in tho trees fairly high
up but this day they weze hopping around on the grass and wo could approach within two
or threc feet of thom." Willa acCoubrey writes of a trip out the Joo's Point Road, as
far as the golf course at 5t. Jndrews on Hay 201

"It was sunny, but the temperature 407 and a cold north wind blowing. On the fair-
wnys adjoining the Sunbury Shores property I saw that the ground wes swarming with
warblers. I covered most of the 18-holo coursz, and found conditions the same all over.

mlany golfexrs were out and the birds mercly movod??id%hey pessed and continued to
hunt for food. Thore wes onc Bzltimore Oriola, quite a few thrushes zlong the edges,
and also Chippies; Song Sparrows and Szvennahs.

"Before I finally started for home I hnd seon 66 spocies of birds, 17 species of
warblers: 6 Black~anc~White, 45 Tennessee, 20 Nashville, 60 Parula, B Yellow, 14 Hagnolia,
18 Caope lHay, 4 Black~throated Bluc, 400 Myrtle, 8 Black~-throstod Green, 1 Blackburnian,
12 Chestnut-sided, 1 Bay-breasted, 2 Ovenbird, 1 Waterthrush, 1 Wilson's and 8 Redstart.”

Vith such woathr conditions ocourring, it 1s not surprising that thore was much
mortality of Purple Martins, a vory seasitive species affoctod by cool, wet
spells, oven during July. Enid Inch writes that there were heavy losscs in all the
Washademoak, Gagetown and Grand Lake colonies. The toll included Bl dead at Hazen
Robertsons colony at Robortson Point, 20 2t Gerald Smith's, Lower Cambridge, 18, perhaps
2s many %s 3%, ot Miven Thorne's, Cambridge, Later in June the Washadomoak colonies
built up®about 2s many birds ns bufore, mostly late~arriving young of the previous years
but tho colonies ot Gagetown rooained empty.
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Particular coment on the Byening Grosbesk ceme from Saint John vhore the museun
was floodod with tolophone calls on April 123 (the first calls shout thea cane ipT.10)3
from thite liead, "grestest migretion of Evoning Grosbezks in memory-=boginning Apr,1lY
(Nancy Small); from Tide Head, "the grosbesks come in the«dining yoom if we place soeds
on the inside window sill"(\lon Medden); from Dalheusie, “the bird spoctaculsr of the
springess fod closo to homos all over town without fear of man or bensi® (Jean=Paul
Lebel); from Lam@que, where they first apponrod Apr.12; "contalnos... li promi3re
annle ils sont fcd en si grands nombreos"(Rose-/line Chiasson). Large flocks were also
reported, at least brigfly, ot Frodericton 2nd Cambridge. In Szint John, as in Dalhousio,
the grosbesks wore all ever town, includina cven the city core where residents who .
seldon see 8 bird more colouful than = sooty pigecn,worc smrzed by tho beautiful yellowy
black =nd white male grosbeaks.

The early lerch warm spell nsrompted numerous birds to begin migrating, not only
the usual carly binds like Canade Uoose, Horned Laxk, Common Crow and Starling but also
significant numbers of Common Grackles and Red-winged Blockbirds and a fow Killdeer,
ime Robins, Rusty Blackbirds, Browm-hcaded Cowbirds and Song Sparrows., Some, at least,
of those birds apposrod north ond east to southorn Carloton County, iloncton and Sacke
villes ilost of the blackbizds wore rocorded dars 6-11, for oxample Rod-wings: 2 ot
Cembridge Her. 6 (Nelson Thorne & Elva HcConnachie), 20 at Dougles fizx, 7 (Beverley
Schnoider), 4 at liemrancook flaxr. 8 (Rteld Meilonus) 2né two flocks of 125~150 cach at
ileugexville ilar. 9 (Nettic Moore); end Grackless 14 at Lorneville iere 6 (David Clark),
4 at Goary (Gayl Hinporsen) and 1 at Riverviow (Doug Whitman) Mer. 7, many in the N.B.-
N.S, barder region jinr, 8-10 (Stuart Tingley) ~nd 21 at Woodstock Mar.10 (Marjorie Gray),

So mony interesting obsorvations wore reportod that 1t is impessible to nuotae all o?
evon tha nost desexrving, but I would like to stross that all reports subwitted are wel-
connd and are filed ond kept availeble for future reference here st the muscum. The
following are just o selection of the interesting raports.

The szouthern hoxons and allles zoecin nede o showing thouoh it was not a rocord year,
Three Catile Egrots during lizy 1 through Junc 1, 5 Sngwy Eqrots /pr.20 to May 7, and 19 .
Glossy.ﬂ:ia ipr.27 o Juno 2, o1l wore scon in the southorn third of tho province. The
morc rara Great Egret was also foundjy 1 at Lorneville liny 5 (Denise, Doris & Cecil John-
ston). Another of that beautiful snecics was soen just outsida the province ot John
Lusby Nat'l Wildlifo /soa, N.S. Hay lell (vazious Chignectn Club monbers).

Puring /pril flocks of 5-17 Snow Geesa (white phaso) wero obgerved at White Hoad
(gg_&:mu), Harvey, ilbert Co.(iHancton Nat. Club) and Inkorman(Chizssons) as well as
at Lusby NIT, N.S. (Tingloy). A single,late, white bind was st Eol River Bar iliay
22 (Lebel) and two bluc phase (¥Blus Goose") Snows wroro seen: 1 at Horvoy Hor.223 (Yajkas,
ot al.) and 1 at Kont Island :iry 12 (Charles Huntington).

Mucks of intcerest included o poir of Gadwall at Red Head Marsh, Soint John, /ipre30 |
(Jim "ilson) and lzter and = male at Eel River Bar ifay 21 (Lebel). Shoveolezs were
roportod ot sovernl nlaces in southarn H.Ba; espocially arcund the Tontromar area,; and
also at Bel River Urossing whore thore were 2 males and a femnle llay 20-22 (Lobel).

Tvo reports of Redhend were of » pairat Lower Shofficld Hay 11 (Peter Penxce gghg_,l..)

and » ncle at Cape Jourimain, near Cape Tormontines, iy 19 (Christic gt zl.) Three
Rudly Duchks returnod te the sowege lagoon =t Saint John fost fpr.28 and four wore pres-
ent rolﬁ\ ey (Johnstons gt = «)e Two Harlecuin Ducls were naltted by mistake from
ny vinter report. Thoy were in soaowhnt unususl leocalities, a mcle ot Cape Tormentine
Jans 23=30 (Tingley gt al.) and another mele in the muddy waters of Courtonzy Bay, Saint
John, Jan.25-25 (1ilson & Johneton).

A Tuzley Vulture was at Bloonfield jpr.Zl (J. & C. Wilson & Johnston), & Red-shoul-
dered Havlk: at Pocologan ilry 2 (Hoore) and en aduli Pergorine Falcon ot Zol River Bar
4'.;)!'.15 L&el). .

sn pnazingly loroe spring movenent of yi~billed Dowitchors was noted by Nottie
Hoore ane !7illa HacCoubrey on jlay 22 when thay sov at Pocnlogan, 200 at Little
Leoreau, 190 2t Chance Harbour, 40 at Upper Hampstoad and 23 a2t Jemsog. lio one olse
reportod ~ny large flocks and Hettie and Villn, covering the same area three days later,
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saw absolutely no dowitchors. An Upland 2t Eel River Bar Hay 3 (Lebel) is
the first northern N.B, record. An unusualinland, springn%gggg in breeding plumage,

o Wil

?
was at Lower Jemseg lay 19 (various observers). Two fon ilson's ma%;igmg were
seen, ona at Eol Rivor Bar Ilny 12-13 (Lobel) and one at Newcastle liay Harry Walker),

Fivo to eix Little Gulls twexre at Eel River Bar from Hay 15 on and a Caspian
was there lley 31 and Juno 7 (Lebel)s A good number of ji Doves werc seen, 1nc§ -
ding an carly onag at fidwood, Saint John East, on Her.l9 (arjorie Duffy). .n exceeding~
ly enrl Tzge Swalloyw at ¥hite Hoad Mar.23 (Mr. & lirs. Douglas Zwicker) must have been
carried north by a stream of warn air. Ironicelly, othors of that species were dying
from the cold a2 full two months later. Hext carliocst date wrs /pr.l7 when Tree Swallows
woro roported in sevorsl places.

Twelve Brovn Thrashors roportod, the earlicst /pr.30, included two in northern
N.B., at Dalhousie Mey 20 (Elizaboth Mott) and at Newcastle (Winnie, Lyle & Ian Walker),
but all 9 Hockingbirds were near the Bay of Fundy, In my winter summary I omitted
mentioning a thrasher that Merguerite Hope had in Chartorsville,; Dieppe, Jan. 14-16.

Porhaps the most unusual report roceived this spring is of two male Varied
spencing half an hour on a lawn at Horth Head May 16 (iirs. Addison Naves) = unusua -
cause- that is a Pacific slopo bird found only throe times previously in New Brunswick,
very unusual becausc of the dete (Varied Thrushes in the east usually dispppear by late
March) and because there werc two birds.

A late Waywing was at Saint John West /pr.20-21 (Jan Dextor) and 2 y-
Hesﬁ Spre)2 (iiichacl Rigby).

head g;j.;lfgg B A male Yellow-rumped Harbler fitting
2 gescrintionof tho westorn subspocics memorabilis (™Audubon's Warbler"; was reported

at ‘Konnebecasis Park May 19-20 (fide Joyce Goldms. Our best rocord yet for a C

Horblor was @ singing male obsorvad by Jean-Paul Lebel at Eel River Bar June 7. Previous
reports have been of female-plumnged birds with which it is possible to confuse the

snall porcentage of MHourning Vaerblers that have eye-rings. . female s at Machias
Seal Island June 10 fit the description of MacGillivray's Herbler, but it may just he ve
been a Houxning Warbler retaining tho broken eye-ring of immature plumage,

A nale Yollew-hoaded Blackbixd was at Stoney Creck flay 29 {Hary Fownes) and a female

Oriolc wos there May 17 (vor. obs.) Another Orchard, a young male was at Sandy
Point, Saint John, in late Hay (ilazgarct Pattersen). A very early malo Scarlet Tanager
was seon in Saint John /pr.13 (Janet Dunbrack). The overwintering Caxdinals were seen
until mid and late .pril, then disappeerod. Two others wore reported, at Gondola Point
from mid=ipril to early Hay (fide %ilson) and ot Rothesay Hay 23 (Mrs. V.R. liathers).
Saven Rufous-sicdod Towhess betweon pr.23 and liay 20 included z pair at Uppor Coverdale
Hay 18=10 (E... Dixon)s .n ";g?d__c_l_u_ Sparrow" was seen at Cape Enrage fay 14 (Deichmann
gt al)) Following last yoor's first three provincial records of the Clay-coloured
Sparrow; a singing male was observed May 19 ot Fredericton (Pearce, fndy Dean & Owen
Ulaghburn), White~crowned Sparrows staged an impressive migration this yeer. In the
Dalhousic area they were scen iay 14 to Junc 1, peasking sbout May 21 when one could
essily sce over 100 a day (Lebel). One !thitecrovn thot appearcd at Cambridge in mide
Fabruary passed the rest of tho winter there (¥cConnachie & Inch).

Reports of amphibisns, fishes, flora will be included in the next number.

CHRISTIILS BIRD COUNTS, DEC, 14-31, 1974

This year, Christmas Bird Counts should be canducted on one-day during the period Dec.ld
to 21. The census ares should fit within a 1S-mile dismeter circle. Join your local
count or if there isn't an estrblished cne get together with friendsan start a new one,
Counts of 6 hours or more duration will be published in the N,B, Naturalist.

Last yoar counts woro mado at Riley Brook, Plastor Rock, Grand Falls, Perth-indover,
Hartland, Woodstock, Stanley, ilactaquac, Frodericton, Jemsog, Cambridge, Hompton, Dal=-
housie, Lomdrue, Newcastle-Chatham, Kouchibouguac Park, Capo Tormentina, Sackville,
tioncton, Fundy Park, St. iartins, Saint John, Lopreau, Pennfield, St. Andrews, Eastport-
Campobello and Grand flanan,



CHRISTIAS BIRD COUNT - NEW BRUNSWICK

Areat , (Within 15 mi. diameter circle)
Date: Times 2.M. to pemte  Yieather H
temp.: winds ’ uph. Ground & water conditions:

. Obsexvers in_____oarties; __ at fecders.

Total party hours,
by car). Ho. Spacies 3 Ho. Birds 3 Coupller:

on foot, by car); total party miles ( on foot,

o

—Commen Loon _ning~billed Gull __Bohemian Waxwing
__Red=-throated Loon __Black=headed Gull __Ceodar Waxwing
_Red=nacked Greba _Black~logged Kittiwake __Northern Shrike
Horned Greba ~Razox' 771 Starling
Great Coxmorant ..Common Hurre ilyrtle Warblex
—Great Blue Heron Thigk-billed Hurre . House Sparrov
_Canada Goose  Dovagkic ___Fastern Headowlark
__Brant DBlack Guillemot __Red-winged Blackbird
Mallarg __Rack Dove __Baltimore Oriolc
_Black Duck __lourning Dove __Rusty Blackbird
Greatexr Scaup Grest Herned Owl __Comron Grackle
_Common Goldeneys __Snewy Ol _Browvm-headed Cowbird
__Barrow's Goldeneye Havk Owl __Dickcissel
Bufflchead Barred Ovl __Evening Grosbeslk
Oldsquaw _Long~oarad Owl _Purple Finch
Harleguin Duck Sawechet 0wl __Pinc Grosbeak
_Common Eider _Belted Kingfishor _Coumuon Redpoll
__King Eider _Pileated Yoodpacker _Ping Siskin
_White~winqgerd Scoter __Haixry Wocdpacker __Anorican Goldfinch
_Surf Scoter _Dewny Haodpeckes __Red Crossbill
__Common Scoter Bll=backed 3~toed lldpkr. . hite-winged Crossbill
__Heoded liergenser Northern 2-tood Wdpkr. _Rufous-sided Towhee
Comon lierganser Hornad Lark __Savannah Sparrom
__Red-breasted lerganser Gray Jay _Slate~coloured Junco
Goshawl _.Blue Jay _Irec Sparrow
__Shazpe=shinned Hawk .Comaon Raven hite-throatad Sparrow
__Red-tailed Hawk __Coaman Cxov Jox Sparrow
__Rough-legged Hawk __Black-capped Chickadee _Swamp Sparrow
__Bald Eagle Boreal Chickadee __Bong Sparrow
Pigeon Hawi: ¥hito-broasted Nuthatch " Lapland Longspur
:&urw Hatk _nea'-braastod Ruthateh \ _Snovr Bunting
_Ruffgd Grouse _Rintcr firon EE R
—Ring.neckod Phoasant __ilockim_‘:bird WedsrEmsoNnsaRTRseRNERAIRBEN
_Gray Partridge _Brrr:m Thrasher B T
Purple Sandpiper __Raobin Seen _in area in count period
“Glaucous Gull __Hemmit Thzush but not on count day.
—.Icoland Gull __G&ldlm-crmmed xinglﬂt SesluTePLEVOOBETIAREEEINO RS
:Gregt Black~backed Gull _RU’JY"C?O\"‘DOd Kinglot PO AAC IR HBANNRNNENEONNNS
Harging Gull Y

List all obsesvors en raverss sids
(Please submit dotails concerning unusual observations)




