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This issue of the N.B, Naturalist brings you five articles, of varying length,
a review of W.A. Squires' most recent book and newe of the winter's observations
of nature and of the activities of various naturalists' groups. Rothesay high
school student Alan Heward reports his observations of the development of salamander
larvae. Henrik Deichmann, secretary of the federation, discusses the possibility
of changing the names of some birds which now have inappropriate ones. That's a
subject likely to promote heated debate’ Rose-Aline Chiasson, a ‘eacher from
Lamique, provides our first French language contribution, a report on the
Northern Three-toed Woodpecker . Doug Whitman, field secretary of the Moncton
club, tells of a mink on a fishing expedition and Peter Pearce, a founder of the
Fredericton Field Naturalists® Club, outlines the development and activities of that
club, the oldest in the province.

Thenks to the cooperation of Father Jean~Paul Lebel, we have, in French, high=
lights of the seasons "Nature News", as well as a translation of the salamander
article. It is not our intention to have translation of entire articles but we
will try to include resumés as regularly as possible. That will depend entirely
on the number of volunteers willing to prepare them in French. If you would be

willing to do so, please let us know. We have -enough people to prepare English
sumnaries of French articles,

We hope you enjoy this number of the NyB, Naturalist and that you will be
encouraged to take pen in hand and share your own experIencos and ideas, as have
the contributors this month.

Editorial Committee.

ABOUT THE FEDERATION

The New Brunswick Fedaration of Naturalists, founded last November, has an
organizationsl framework but its character and programs are not yet welledefined.
At such an early stage, each member can contribute greatly to its development.

The federation consists of individual membors and federated clubs. As of
April 7, there were 248 members (some of them families of more than one person)
and three federated clubs, the Fredericton Field Naturalists' Club, Moncton
Naturalists' Club and Ssint John Naturalists' Club. Other groups interested in
Joining are invited to write for information.

A board of directors guides the activities of the federation., The members
elect a four-man executive and each club appoints a2 representative director. An
additional two directors are elected by membors who do not belong to a federated
club,.

The present board of directors is composed of active naturalists from several
parts of the province. David Christie of Saint John is president, Beverley
Schneider of Douglas is vice-president, Henrik Deichmann of Fredericton is secre-
tary and Eric Tull, from Moncton, is treasurer, Directors-at-large are Hilaire




13 -

Chissson of Landque and Allan Smith of Sackville. Representing the federated clubs
are Peter Pearce (Fredericton), iary Hajka (Moncton) and Cecil Johnston (Saint John).

This newsletter, meetings and field trips will constitute the main program of
the fedexation in 1973. To have a meeting or trip organized for your area, write
to the federation; ¢/o N.B. iuseum, 277 Douglas Avenue, Saint John. To become a
member send your name, address and dues ($ 2 per individual or family; § 1 per stu-
dent to age 18) tn Eric Tull, NBFN treasu-er, Biology Dept., University of Moncton,
loncton.

THE WEIRD WAYS C. SALAMAMDER LARVAE

Alan Hewaxd

To say that salsmander larvae are not oxdinary would be a gross understatement.
Why, not only is their behaviour eccentric, but their very appearance suggests the
unusual. For six months (April to September, 1970) I studied salamander larvae and
so feel qualified to make such sweeping statements about their appearance and
behaviour.

During the early spring, salamander eggs can be found in abundence in almost
any diich or fresh-water pond. When you are gathering the eggs, you will notice that
each larva is contained within a tiny, round capsule of jelly insicde the formless
egg mass. If the eggs are placed in 2 spacious container and left in a cool, shady
corner of your basement, they will do weil indeed. In fact, if the room temperature
stays just above 60 degrees, the eggs should hatch within a2 week.

Upon hatching from the egg mass, the larvse spond the first 24 hours feeding on
the eggs, in much the same way as do the taipoles of frogs and toads. Szlamander
larvae, however, appear to bite on the eggs, rather than suck on them as do the
tadpoles of other amphiblans, Fhen frogs and toads are in the larval stage, they
start off with sucking mouth parts which then give way to tiny, horny beaks oquipped
with fan~like strainers. The horny beak and strainers later fall off and the mouth
widens, after the nearly mature tadpole has sprouted its legs. Not so with salaman-
der larvae; their mouths appoar widened and fully developed the minute they hatch
from the egg.

After the tiny larvac hzvo been clinging rigidly to the egg mass for a few
minutes, they suddenly fall stiffly to thu hottom, apparently exhausted. After
lying theras absolutely motionless "3r a few minutes, they wriggle in a swift, zig-
zag fashion up toward the eggs %o continuo fesding. After a while, the whole thing
happens all over zgain. However, each time the larvac fall to the bottom, they
stay there for a shorter while than previously and each time thoy swim back up to
the eggs, they cling there longor than before. That suggeste that they are gaining
strength.

About a day after the larvae have hatched, they discontinue using the eggs as
foods Instead, they eat the tips of each other's tails! Incredible as it may seam,
these weird creaturcs will continue that practice unless they are separated from
each other and put into indiv’dual containers slong with soft pond mud or sand, a
varicty of pond plants (which serve as food) and plenty of clean water. Too much
algae in the water will kill the larvae, especially when the larvae are less than
three weeks old. On the other hand, frogs and toads in the tadpole stage thrive in
water that contains algae. In fact, algae are the steple itoms of their diet,

¥hen the larvae are ona week old they have grown from about half an inch long
to approximately three-quarters of an Inch in length., Their froat limbs have becomeo
visible, but their back limbswon't zppear until at least four days after the appear-
ance of the front ones. Again, salamander larvaec are unlike frog and toad tadpoles
which dgvelop their back limbs first, before they sprout their front loas.
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Stages in the development of the embryo in salamander eggs and a larva
after the 1-gs have appeared, All drawings much enlarged.

Figures.

¥When the larvae have ended their first week of life, the water level in each
container should be lowered to one inch. Air may otherwise become trapped inside
their tiny chests and the larvae will appear at the surface of the water, with their
heads pointed upward and their bodies at a slight angle. As their undersides are
transparent the bubble of alr can be seen inside. If thosze problems occur and the
water level is not lowered, the larvae will weaken and die in & few days. It is
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advisable to place part of a 1lily pad or a smocthly sanded wooden float in the
water for the larvae to climb out on.

The two~week-old larvae have grown to be an inch long. They are quite hardy
and less inclined to die. Their refloxes are also sharper and they will dart away
swiftly and suddenly the instant anything disturbs them. Ihen three weeks old, al-
though they have not grown any longer their heads and bodies have widened consider-
ably. They have 2lso changed colour, from a speckled gray to either solid black or
tan= » depending on the species.

At two months of age, the larvae are almost one and three-guarter inches long.
They will then stop bresthing by means of gills and start using their lungs. Then
they will be ready for life on land. Tho first sign of change to watch for 1s the
gradual shrinking of the feathery gills. WNoxt, their finned tails will begin to
taper off to about cne-eighth of an inch in thickness. Bofore the change from larva
to adult is complete, the water in the containers should be lowered to one quarter
of an inch. After that, small chips of wood can be used to slant the containers eo
that some of the sand or mud on the bottom is expesed. That way, the young sala-
manders will have enough water on one side to keep their skin moist and enough
"land" on the other side to crawl around on.

LE BIZARRE DES LARVES DE ES
par Alan Heward, traduisé par Jean~Paul Lebel

Si quelqu'un vous disait que les larves de salamandres ne sont pas des larves
ordinaires, il faudrait conclure i une grande modestie de sa part. Car, il faut
bien 1'avouer, non seulement leur comportement est-il bizarre, mais leuzfapparence
méme tient de 1'insolite. Pendant six mois (d'avril 2 septembre 1970), j'ai suivi
de prés 1'évolution des larves de salamandres et c'est fort de cette dtude que j'ose
faire ces déclarations quant 3 leur appsrence ot lour comportement.

C'est de bonne heure le printemps que l'on peut trouver des oeufs de salamandres
en abondance, si 1'onke donne la peine de regarder dans presque n'importe quel fosse
ow mare d'eau douce. Si vouz examinez ces oeufs de prds, vous verrez que chacune
de ces petites capsules gélatineuses rondes dans la masse d'oeufs abrite une larve
de salamendre. Placez les oeufs dans un récipient spacieux que vous porterez
ensuite 3 un endroit sombre et frals de votre cave, et vous aurez 13 les conditions
les plus propices pour leur éclosion., Si vous maintenez 1la température de la
pléce juste au~dessus de 60° F, leos oeufs devraient éclore en-dedans d'une semaine.

Imnédiatement aprds leur éclosion, les larves se nourrissent » mdme les oeufs
pendant 24 heures, comme le font d'ailleurs les t&tards de grenouilles et do
crapauds. Mais avec cette différence, cepondant, que les larves de salamandres
semblent mordre sur les oceufs plutdt que de sucer comme le font les larves des
autres batraciens, A 1'&tat larvaire, les partios buccales des crepauds et des
grenouilles sont adaptbes 3 12 succion jour commencer, et ce n'est que peu 3 peu
que des petits bece cornés équipds de filtres 3 forme d'évantail les supplanteront.
A la longue, méme ces nouvelles parties disparaftront. L=z bouche s'ouvrirs plus
large 2prds que le t@tard, presquo mature maintenant, se sera muni des ses membres
postéricurs et antérieurs, Ce n'est pas du toutfle cas chez nos salamandres. Leur
bouche est déja bien ouverte et entidrement développbe dés cu'elles cuittent 1'ocuf.

Aprés s'@tre cramponnées 3 1a masse d'oeufs pendant quelques minutes, les
larves minuscules tombent soudainement au fond du récipient, apparement &puisées.
Elles restent 13 perfaitement immobiles pendant quelques minutes., Hais tout 3
coup, elles s'agitent fréndtiquement et so dirigent en zigzaguant vers la masse
d'oeufs oli elles commencent 3 manger. Quelgues instants plus tard, elles retombent
au fond ot le phénombne se réplte. MHais chaque fois qu'elles se retrouvent au fond
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du récipient, elles y restent moins longtemps, et lorsqu'elles reviennent 3 1a

masse c'oeufs, elles s'y nourrissent plus longtemps. C'est une claire indication
que les larves sont en train de prendre des forces.

Environ une journée aprds leur fclosion, les larves délaissent les oeufs qui
les nourrissaient. Elles s'achernent alors 3 se manger la guoue les unes des autres!
Et, incroyable comme cela puisse parafire, clles continueront de le faire 3 moins
qu'on ne les sépare les unes des autres ot cu'on les place dans des récipients
individuels. On aura soin do recouvrir le fond d'une couche de boue molle ou de
sable, et on y disposera quelaues piantes de merfcages afin qu'elles s'en nourrissent.
On s'assurera onsuite que lc récipient soit rempli d'cau bien propre. L'eau sale
piirrait contenir des algues qul tueraient presque cortsinement les larves, surtout
si elles n'ont pas encore trois scmaines. Pourtant les t8tards do gronouilles ot
de crapauds pullulent dans co gonre d'eau. C'est quo les algues sont leur princi-
pale source de ngurriture.

Nos larves ont maintenant unc semains et clles ont grandi d'un quart de p'\'uce.
Elles mosurent environ trois-quarte de ¢ :zc. On distingue déj3 les membres
antdrieurs. Les pattes arridre niapparaftront que quatre jours plus tard. Ici
encere elles faussont compagnice oux t8taxds de crapsuds ot de grencuilles dont les
membres postérieurs sont les premier 2 apparattre.

#prds cetto premidre semaine, il faut abaisser le niveau de l'eau de chaque ré-
cipient 2 un seul pouce, C'ost pour &viter que la formation d'une bulle d'air dans
la poitrine les oblige A flotter & lo surface de 1'eau la t8te en 1l'air et le corps
obliquant quelque peu. Cette bulle d'air est parfaitement visible, puisque les
larves ont les parties ventrales transperentes. Si ce probldme se présentait parce
que vous n'aviez pas diminué le niveau de 1'cau, il faudrait agir immédiatement.
Sinon les larves faiblirasient ot mourraient en peu de jours, On conseille de placer
une partie d'une feuille de nénuphar ou un petit "radeau" en bois bien poli 3 la
surfece do 1'eau pour permettre sux larves de so hisser dessus, L

A 1'3ge de deux semaines los larves mesurent un pouce de long. Ellaes sont boau-
coup plus fortes et moins susceptibles de mourir. Leurs réflexes s'aiguisent et
elles s'enfuiont & la moincre alorte. 4 trois somaines laur corps ne s'est pas
allongé, mais il 5 grossi considérablement. Leur couleur est passée d'un gris
moucheté ¥ soit un noir uniforme ou encore 3 un brun pfle, solon 1'espdce,

A deux mois olles mesurent un pouco ot trois-quarts. D'un moment 3 1'autre
elles cesseront de respirer au moyen des branchies pour se mettre a regspirer 1'air
par les poumons. C'est alors qu'elles pourront commencer leur vie sur terre. Le
presicr indice d'un tel changemont, clest lz rétrdeclssoment graduel des branchies
plumauses. La queus ensuite se transforme. Elle s'amenuise jusqu'd n'aveir qutun
huitidme de pouce ¢'Spaisseir. /Avant cue ne soit complété le passage de 1'état
lazveire 3 colui d'adulte, on veillers 3 abaisser 1o niveau de 1'eau 3 un g:art de
pouce sculement. Au moyen de petites plaguottes de bois, on pencherz le r ipient
de manidre 3 exposer un peu do 1a boue cu du ssble du fond. De cette fagon, les
Jeunes salamandres auront suffisamment d'ezu d'un cBté du réeipient pour conserver
1'humidité & leur posu ot assez de "terro” de 1l'autre c6td pour s'ébattre un peu.

LET'S RENAME THF WARBLERS!

K. H. Deichmann

Rationzl change is acceptable or at least worthy of consideration, but not
change for the szke of change alone! For those of us who have become accustomed to
traditional names, however Inappropriste, leaving well enough alone is easier than
switching to “"new", more-spocific appellations. That observation probsbly does not
apply, however, to the growing body of inductees into the naturalist avocation and
it is on behalf of that group that I appeal for shorter, more descriptive common
names for some birds.
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With very little hesitation, one could suggest rejection of & number of confus-
ing or cumbersome names throughout the class fives, but I chose the femily Parulidae,
the wood warblers, as' thst family is particularly afflicted by unfortunate choices
in English or common names. Khat follows then is a discusslion, perhaps academic,
of some possible name changes. But before plunging into the exercise, let us quell
the qualms of those who are fearful for some "old favourites." Take the name Yellow
Warbler for example; it would be hard te improve, as would Black~-and-white, Black=
poll, Bay-breasted and both the Black-throateds.

Habitat or habitat-related elements have influenced the choice of a few names
such as Pine, Kyrtle and, possibly, Magnolia ¥Warbler. Influences of that kind are
appropriate considerations in naming many species, especially those which are not
very distinctive visually.

Shcim below are some common warbler names (4.0.U., 1957) and some suggested
sM<erbotivos:

Alternative nsmes influenced by

4u0.Us_name consideration of hebitat preferences
Tennessee Warbler "Swamp" / “Larch" Warbler
Nashville Warbler "Birch" Warblerl
Parula Warbler "Usnea" Warbler
Blackburnian Warbler "Hemlock" Warbler?
Palm Warbler "Bog" Warbler
Worthern Waterthrush "Northern Vater Warbler"?
Ifilson's Warbler “Shrub" Warbler
Canada Warbler "Ravine” / "Brook" Warbler

To roflect the relatively broad habitat preferences of certain species, some of
the proposed new names are of necessity quite general ("Shrub Warbler" for Wilson's,
for example)., By coincidence the surname of that eighteenth century English patron
of ornithologists, Hrs. Blackburn, also conjures up a visual description ("black"
for the upperparts and "burn" for the flaming orange throat) of the bird named in
her honour. Perhaps in that case the official neme should be exempt from change.

Several writers (Forbush, 1929; Godfrey,1966) bemoan the title of "mourning"
for Oporornis philadelphia, but no one has suggested any strong alternctives. A
possibility might be "Black-zproned Warbler."

In conclusion, approprizto name chenges would have to be thoroughly examined
by as wide a2 group of naturalists as pessible, lWhen collective agreement was
reached, the suggested name changes could thonm be submitted to the /merican Ornithole

ogists' Union (ultimetely responsible for both common and scientific names of all
North imerican birds) for consideration by its committes on nomenclature.

References
Bent, AJC., 1953. Life Histories of North merican Birds; ¥Wood Warblers. Smith-
sonian Institution, Washington, D.C.

Forbush, Edward H., 1925-29. The Birds of Massachusetts and other New England
States. Hass. Dept. of /griculture.

Godfrey, W. Earl, 1966. The Birds of Canada. Queen's Printer, Ottawa.

1. George Thayer (1907), in Bent (1953).
2. loc. cit.
3, from Godfrey (1966).
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LE PIC ) DOS RAYE #

" Rose~Aline Chiasson

Par un bel aprés-midi d'hiver, soit le 14 janvier 1973, nous sommes allés
faire une promenade dans le bols., Soudain un oiseau vole 3 quelquo pes de nous et
sepose sur-un tronc d'arbre, Un pic est ¥ décortiquer un arbre mort & la recherche
de sa nourriture. En l'sbservant 2 1'aide de jumelles, nous voyons parfaitement le
dessus de sa téte jaune, une bande rayfe blanche sur le dos; c'est le Pic 2 dos rayé.

Bn feuillotant le'N 8 N, je remarquai que cel oisesu s &té vu que:quelques fois
au Nouveau-Brunswick depuis 1940, soit 1¢ 2 janvier 1964 su CBC de St-Jeanj
le 3 décembze 196673 Frédéricton par R. Roy; lo 10 mars 1971 au-Lac -Upsalquitch par
fis Haddenj sa juin 1971 & Plaster Rock par M, Wattors; le 12 juin 1971 au Lac Louis

par J. Wilson-gt le 27 décembre 1971 au CRC-} 'St-Jean.

iutrefols eppelé "imerican Three-toed Weodpecker", le Pic & dos rayé se distingue
des_autres par ses trois doigts ot la tache jaune que l¢ mSle a sur la t@te. Dans
le livre "Les Oiseaux du Canade" (p.283), W.E, Godfrey dit, "I1 fait son nid dans’
un frou qu'il creuse dans un arbre sec ou vert, habitusllement un coniflre; il est
généralement placé & peu de hauteur au~dessus du sol (2 3 20 pieds)."”

. On peut voir ce pic dans les régions boisfes et dans les brllis. A nous de
chercher 3 déterminer s'il est nombreux au Nouveau=Brunswick.

HUNGRY WINK
Doug Vivitman

Wihile watching & quiot backwater of Turtle Crsek on a January day, I observed
a mink come down the stream and dlssppear under some thin ice projecting from the
bank. Ho soon resppeared with o emell fish in his mouth which he carried up onto
the ice and laid there. Instead of oating the fish, he egain dived under the ice
and returned in less than a minute with another small fish which he placed beside
the first, The mink continued fishing without 'aterruption until he had ten fish
laid cut in a row, 2s at 2 banguet. Each time ha landed, he shook himself like a dog.
If the fish wriggied too much the mink bi® it once, a3 a kind of coup-de-gr@ce.
Finally, with his table laid, the minX dispatched the fish in very short order
until only one remained. This ene he left, perhaps because something alarmed him.

1 admired the mink's {1, ing ability and also his self-control in not commencing
to eat until his platter was full. Az the fish appeared to bo emall chubs, which
aro common in such creeks, it did not scem that that fisherman would unduly deplete
his "wildlife rescurce.” In fact, It spearc to stand up very well to natural use,
as 1 have also seen mergansors and herens fishing that same stretch of water.

IN HEMORIAM

We are saddened to anncunce the passing thie winter of Frances Bradshaw of  .Mest
Quaco . Frances was well-known to many of New Brunswick's naturalists, through
her reqular contributions of informsticn Zo Nature News and as the enthusiastic

organizor of the St. Martins Christmas Bird Count. She will be missed by many who
are interestéd in nature, especially those in the St.Martins area. Our heartfelt

sympathy is extended to her husbend, Jim Bradshaw,

* Sge Northern Three-toed leodpecker’ on page 28 .of this issue. ‘ o

!
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THE FREDERICTON FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB

P« A+ Pearce

Since forest; stream, marsh, farm and orchard are
-] 211 so close at hand, naturalists in Fredericton have

| unoqualed opmortunities to indulge their hobby (no pun
intended). iany naturaiists tend to want to share
their enthusizem with others, and so it was that the
Fredericton Field Naturalists' Club (FFNC) came into
being vory early in 1960, Its major purpose was and is,
~ in the words of the first president, to "br'ng together
pecple with a common intereit in the wild plants and animals around US .4» to widen
" and quicken those interests and to coxpilo written records from otherwise uncoordin-
"“ated gbservations.” ith the recent founding of the New Brunswick Federation of

Naturalists (NBFN), it may now Lo an appropriate time briefly ‘te review one local

r

nature club's history a;d present states \

Since the FFNC's formation regular neetings have been held, generally in an
atmosphere- of reserved informality, during the less clement months. Although bird
watching has bgon 2 comtmon denominator of member interest, the commitiee has constant-
ly striven for a wide approach to the =tudy of natural history. Speakers' topics
have consequently renged from fosslls in Now Brunswick to marine life in the
Caribbeen, from the floza of Gdell Park to tha lions pf the Serengeti, and have
invariably been excellently presentad and well received., The roady availability of
a broad spectrum of willing experts from the halls of academe and the establishe-
meats of government has boen one of the club's agreaot fortunes, Formal field pxcure
sions, particularly those oriented towsrd loss sedentary subject matters, have not
always been totally successful, Perhaps some members have sensed an incompatibility
between the quiet field pursuit of tholr specisl interests and the slight regulation
which organized activities musi nocessarily impose. A traditional outdoor activity
has been the Christmas bird count, conducted by the club at Fredericton since 1960
and at Jemses since 1962. Recently a third count has Been initiated a2t Mactequac,
where construction of a hydvoelectric dam hae resul ted in greater numbers of over-
wintering waterfowl than theretofore,

In ite fourteen oar history the FEMC has produced = modest, unbroken series of
annual reports which probzbly, for various reasons, will terminate with the 1972
edition. Recognizing a constitutionanlly-stated club objective; and reflecting the
particular interests of the field secrctavies, those reports have consisted essentiel-
tyv.uf o documentation of local avifannal records, enlivened here and there by short
essays, One foale that 2 useful contribution has been made to the knowlcedge of the '
seasonal occurrence, rolative sbundance and Hdsirxibution of birds of the lower basin
of the Saint John River,

Although. nominal membership in the club has waxed and waned, the number of active
perticipators has remained surprisingly constant. Some old hands have relocated —
ong former president later becoming prosident of the Federation of Ontario Natural-
Ists — but new, welcomo faces have constantly popped up. As with other associations
with similar objectives, tho civb has attracted 2 variegated group of enthusiasts
of diverse age, background snd occupation. Despite thst heterogeneity, one saenses
a conservativeness of attitide, a tangible expression of which may bo the fact that
the club has operated, in the finaancial sense, increasingly mora "in the black."

The club lent its support to the establishment of a game managwment area within
the city and promoted the development, as a centennizl yeer-project, of Odell Park
in a manner which preserved its outstanding netural smenities. In recognition of
the importance of fostering in young people an appreciation of the natural world,
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summer nature rambles and winter film series have been conducted for children and
iz;&;table nature megazines have been placed %n the children's section of the public

TaTYe
¢ = 1In terms, thea, of its raison d'8tre tho FFNC has remained a viable entity.
Under the guidance of the current torchbearers, a continuance of that viability is
assured, The 1973 officers are K.H. Deichmenn (president), Dr. B.J. Schneider (vice-
president), lrs. JuP./. Noble (secrotary-treasurer), irs. J.B. Bell (correspondence
sacretary) and J.E. Fergueon (field secreiary).

/. role greater “han thet envisioned by the club's founders should perhaps be
encouraged. In the last two years tho FFMC became affiliated with the Conservation
Council of New Brunswick, submitted = brief on the Provisional Master Plan for Fundy
National Park, and became 2 faderated club of the NBFHl. Do those actions harald the
adoption of a more activist stance in rTegard to the leocal, provincial and national

envirenmental problems which concern us 2117 Time will tell how the club responds
to ‘the meny challenges, v

THE BCOK SHELF

A Natuxalist in Mew Brunswick

by My /ustin Squires, 1972. The New Brunswick Museum, Saint John. 135 pp., illus-
trated in colour and _lack & white. Aveilable from Museum at & 4 postpaid,

"4 Naturalist in N.B." by W.A\. Squires fills a neglected part of our province's 1it-
erature, Not;‘that we have a great number of authors, but history, humour, fiction
and travel have at least been subjects of books. So also there has been much purely
scientific writing. Dr. Squires, curator emeritus of the N.B. fuscum, himself is
the author of such scientific publications as "The Birds of New Brunswick" and"The
Rammzls of New Brunswick." His new ook, "A Naturalist in New Brunswick", although
on a solid scientific base, is 2 narrative, light and entertaining, The stories of
adventures in forests and bogs seem so familiar to us that, at times; we almost feel
the chill of & spring evening and see the bittern fly into the setting sun while the
pegpers call ceaselassly in the swamps. That sense of personal involvement is felt
throughout the book, since most of the journeys and investigations are described
with much detail of places well-known to New Brunswickers.

It is a book for all ages. Hostalgic recollections of yoars gone by will be
treasured by those who saw the province only lightly touched by development and mostly
vild and unsp.iled. For the young thers are the adventures of Bob Squires, a lad in
his teens, who in company with his fathes lives the life of a naturalist-explorer, a
dream of many a boy interested in the outdoors. To all those who have wondered
about the natural werld of our province =nd to “o those who come here to find out
about Now Brunswick this book will be an entertaining guide and perhaps -an inspiration.
=-~= Hary Hajka. L

NATURE NEWS
David Christie

This account is based primerily on observations reported during the period
December 1 to Harch 20. In most instences the Christmas Bird Counts hsve been ig-
nored, since data from thom were summarized in the February number.

After rather severe December weather (3° to 82 colder than average; about twice
the average snowfall) normal winter weather prevailed for two months. During Janu-
ary ‘and February the major weather stations reported near average temperatures and
precipitation. There were a faow pronounced thaws, such as that of Janurry 19 which
produced a record January maximum of 57° at Boncton firport. The thaws kept snow
depthe from becoming very deep end created strong crusts in the woods. Rarch
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"came in like z lamb" this year and it remained lamb-iike all month, ‘characterized by
long stretches of mild weather and very little snowfsll. I haven't seen the figures,
_but it probably averaged =t lsast ac mild as December was cold. As a result, a
number of migrant birds returned quite early, )
Hammpls : :
lthere do black colour phase Gray Squirrels occur in the province? Rudy Stocek

 reports that he has seen "black squirrels" four times in Fredericton, including one

Nov.30 and cne Jan. 1. I have heard of black ones at Ozk Point but nover in Freder-
icton, despite the sbundance there of both the squirrels and interested obsorvérs.
Marjorie Gray writes thst Gray Squirrels (the common, gray colour phase) were about
her home in Woodstock this winter, after 2 few years' absence. Several miles to the
- north, Donald Kimb=1l saw one at Somerville Feb.17. We would be interasted in hear-
. ing more about Gray Squirrels in areas where they are scarce and about the black
colour phase anywhers,

Henrik Deichmann reports two Chipmunks active abave ground on 2 sunny slope at
Doak, York County, Mar.ll, This very oarly emergence no doubt is the result of the
mild Harch weather. Hargaret Patterson had Flying Squirrels coming to her bird
feeder in early December. MAnyone who has large troes noar hiz homo may have these
common, but seldom seen, squirrels visiting his feeding station at night, Take a
flashlight and look for them = fow timest!

On-Dec.23, Hznk Deichmann saw a Porcupine feeding in an elm at Lower Sheffield,
an area he ‘estimated was from 4k to 5 miles from the nearest softwood trees. 1s that
unusual? From my cwn oxperience, I can't say; the meny times I've socn them in hard-
wdod, aroas softwuods were never far zway,but 1: is laxd to be far from softwoods
in the province. Soowshco Hizes seem at low ebb in Albert County, On a two-mile
walk in Fundy Park War, 3, #lary Majka didn't soe & single track; on Caledonia Moun-
tain they are slmost as scarce,

4 A%.m-tailed leasel was found dead om 2 road, Feb. &, nzar Peltoms Lzke, Sunbury
County (Jim Dryden). &s thg rarer of cur two wensol species, it will be put to good
use in an exhibit at tho museum, "

Hany wild animals will come about housas, if undisturbed. Laverne Rabatich, at
Plaster Rock, rritos that she watched 2 Red Fox for sbout an hour while it ate scraps
she had put out for the birde. It returnecd "for seconds” that night, as the snow was
marked with meny fresh tracke the following day. On Caledonia Mountzin, 2 fox has
been coming regulssly to the Majkas' feeder while the dogs are aslogp at night, but
on Feb.26 it spent a nozveue £~ minutos, in Lhe early worning sun, digging out
bread rthat the jays had dropned,

Alan Madden reports thet a Canada Lynx was killed 2t Benjanmin River, Resti-
gouche Co., Mar.14, Lynx aze protected In the province because of their rarity. At .
one time they cccurred throughout mainliand New Brunswick and were fairly common,
«obistdn-the last 70 years or so the more southorn Bobeat has increased at their ex-
penscs In the scuth, Lyn: seem virtually abseat, and in the northern counties they
are very rare. Cape Breten Island used to be their last stronghold in the Maritimes,
but recent reports indicate that Bobcats have reached the island via the Canso Causc-
wey and that Lynx are now on the wene there. Donald Kimball had a good look at a
Bobcet, as it sharpened its claws on a tree, at Cloverdale Feb.10.

In response to-our note on a Gray Seal in tho December issue, Al Smith has
supplied the followitig reports "I observed gray seals and harbour seals (usually
only single animals) during the summer in Baie Verte (from my cottage at Bayside).
However, during the smelt ‘run' of early October, between five and ten gray seals
froquented the coast in front of my cottage and on Octobar 22, a dead gray seal
(young) was on the boach... The seal was branded 52, which I have been told is a
young seal from Sable Island, branded zs a pup in January 1972. -About 2 week later
1 heazd a report of a similar animal, on Shediaz Island, which wss branded G2 —
apparently a young gray seal pup from Georges Boy, N.S."
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In response to the mild weatherof e=rly Harch several species which normally
return late in Harch put in appesrances 2 week or more ahead of time. Blackbirds,
in particular, were conspicuous, yet even ot month's end there had been no large
"wave® of migrants following which the birds scem to be overywhere. The general
scarcity of snow allowed new arrivals to spread out over much morc habitat- than they
ugually co. Probably the samc factor led to complaints from some observers that
songbinds were scarce in late winter. Conditions just were not cencentrating them
and forcing them into residential arczs for handouts. '

_ In the Christnas Bird Count (CBC) summery T neglected to polnt out the lingering
Eﬁ?ubﬂl@d Grebe seen 2% Harding Point, in. the Saint John area; Dec.26 (Deichmann).

the Hooded Hexganser on tho Cape Tormentine count. There were no other reports
of either one this winter. / Great Cormorant at Fundy Park Headauarters Dec. 4 (John
liacFarlane) was one of very few ever reportad in the park.

. Canads Gsese are still moving south during December, This winter they mostly
had past through carly, before Christmas. January and Fobruary reports were of 5 at
Saint John Jan,12 (Gerald Howland ), 50 passing over Honcton Jan.23 (fide Dr. M.F.
Hajka) anc one very tame bird noar Browns Flat Jan.28 to Fob. 5 (fide Stan Gorham) .
The latter bird eventually went richt into the house of people who were foeding it,
and it was turnod over to the Department of Natural Resources for safe lodging at a
game farm.

The male Hellard secen on the Moncton CEC spent the winter on open water below
Turtle Creek dem where it wes seen by Doug thitman Jan.20 ond Feb.2%, Seven other
Mallards wintered in Centennial Park, Moncton (Hary iajka), where the park staff
put out grain for thom. Being very tame, thoy offercd excellent photographic oppor=
tunities, but about liar,28 the flock separated and only ohe pair can now be, seen
around the usual place by the bridge over the creek, = £

Because of little open water at Dalhousic, the duck situation was quite differ-
ent from the past two winters. Father Jean-Paul Lebel reports thst Black Ducks,
absent since lote December, re-sppeared Har. 7. Common Goldeneye were fvery rare"
with only 3 to 4 in January, none in February and 7 in early March. His enly
Barrow's Goldengys, since New Year's, wers 6 on Jan. 7 and 2'on Jan.16. Red-breast~
gc lergansers vare most common, with 100 on Jan,24 and S0 on Feb.' B. 'Coemon -
llergansors roached a maximum of 12 there during the period Feb, 8 to Har.l6. Blake
flaher reports that that species was the only duck to bo seen at Bathurst this winter.

The hawk picture remeined much the amb as that recorded by the CBCs. Sharp-
shinned Hawks opneared mainly in residential arces, "torrorizing my bird feeder"
as Doug thitmen put it, when referring to his Sherpiec at Riverview. Jan Dexter
watched an dmmature dispatch 2 Cowbird at Saint John "est Dec.18 and Elizabeth Mott
saw a2 Starling being captured in oarly fiarch st hex Dalhousic foodor. It is natural
to complain about those smzll hawks' repeated visits to bird feeders, but we should
realize that by putting out food we are creating unnatural concentrations of song=
bizds, increasing theiz chanco of survival through feeding but at the same time ex~
posing them to predeters,; such ms birds of nrey 2nd houschold pets. /Although it is
difficult to forgive a bird of srey if it captures one of our more prized visitors
(as 2 Northern Shzike did to one of Cecil Johnston's !hite-throated Sparrows this
winters, we should consider ourselves lucky to have observedthe predstor at such
close renge, for the hawk, owl or shrike is also a prize. . Cooper's Hawk, much
rarer than tho Sharp-shinned here, visited Caledonia fiountain Feb.25 ang March 1
(8ric Tull, Hajkas & Christio) and was the bird of the sesson thero.

fi good number of Bald Eaqle reports were received cduring the winter, mostly from
Charlotte County and the lower Saint John valley, but there were also single adults
at Fundy Park Feb.25 {Bruce Bradbury), Semerville Jan,21-20 (Kimball) and Delhousis
for.19 (Lebel), John Bethell was told that ‘wo eagles apparontly spent the winter:
around Baje du Vin Island. | Peregrine Falcon was seen at lfestfield Dec. 2(Johnston).







