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It is with great sadness that we report the death of one of the museum's
faithful correspondents, Dr. John E. Rigby, M.L.A., of St. Andrews. He was Deputy
Speaker of the Provincial Legislature, but was best known to readers of this nowsletter
as an active naturalist in Charlotte County, compiler of the St. Andrews Christmas Bird
Count and observer for the Osk Hill Breeding Bird Survey.

An unfortunate error was made in our last issue; re the announcement of a de-
sign contest. The word "not" was omitted accidentally from a sentence dealing with the
size of the design. It should have beens The design should ngt occgEx more than 35
squsre inches of the 8} x 11 page. Our apologies to those ave had idess greater
than 35 square inches. Perhaps they can be modified for a smaller size. Deadline for
submission is oxtonded to Movember 19.

Since last Decembor we have been using a mechanical collator for assembling
the New Brunswick Maturalist., It saves o great deal of time but does not allow for
spotting blank or poorly printed pages. If you receive a defective issue, write and we
will supply the missing pages.

Sumner weather exhibited no great extremos this year. June averaged just
slightly warmor than average, July slightly cooler. Both months were somewhat wetter
than usual except during July when southwestern sreas of the province had near normal
precipitation. As a result, there likely were no serious weather-related problems for
plant and animal lifec.

HABIALS

Notes on mammals were scarcely reported during Junc and July. Twelve or more
Raccoons visited the feeding station of ilr., and Mrs. Don Patterson at Sandy Point, Saint
JEE?\, on June 5. It was the largest group seen till that time this year. In such a
situation there is & groat opportunity for studying the interesting behaviour of these
animals. On this particular evening one snarling dispute ended with three raccoons
pursuing a fourth to the very tip of an apple branch, until all but one fell to the
ground from the sagging branch.

Harbour Porpoiscs and whales often can be seen in the Bay of Fundy, as they
were by Cecil Johnston on July 5 while crossing between Szint John and Digby on the
Princess of Acadia. It is usually impossible to tell what species of whalo is scen.

BIRDS

During summer, the big event in torms of effort expended and amount of in-
formation about birds obtained, is the annual Breeding Bird Survey, organized across
the continent by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Canadian Wildlife Service.
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This survey consists of meny randoaly locetod routes, cach with 50 sarpling pointss at
half mile intorvals. Starting a half hour before sunrise, on 2 day in Juno, an observer
rocords all the birds ho sceos and heers curing 2 throe minute noriod at each of those
points. Tha data obteidod can rovesl increases znd docresses of song birds found in
near~road holitats.

Lant ycar wo printed the defels of each spocics for all the survey routes in
Now Brunsiick, but this yoar wo will ho roporting only on trands and changss rovealed,
Host Lirds showed no changa. The routcs censused wers Green River, Grand Falls, Kedgwick
River, Nopisiguit River; Bolmoral, Paquotvilleo, Escuminac, Plastor Rock, Clovergeic,
Napacogan, Blacikville, Rod Bank, Richibucto, Fontaino, Jolicurz, Albort, Osk Hill, Headem,
Pennfiald Ridge, Saint John, Jemsug, Weshacemoazk, Hemoton =nd Ponobscuis. V2 ave indabted
for the hours of work and travel of these carly-rising absarvers: Ford Alviend; Marion
Belyve, Hilaire Chizsson, David Christic. Andy Dean, Henrik Deichnann, Cliff Jonos,
Darrell Kitchon, Jean-Psul Lobel, Alan Hadden, Dr. I1. Hejka, Peter Pearce, Dr, Jack
Rigby, Al Swith, jlurray Watters and Jin #Wilson, as woll as thoir nnscuito-tormanted assis-
tants: Al Dillax<i, Rosa~ilino Chiosson, Devid Clerk, Albort Finnamors, Harold Hathoway,
Enid Inch, Janice Kitchan, Willa HecCoubrey, Mark Hejka, lery Hajka, Nettin Mooro, Petiela
Righy, David Saith ancd 3zic Tull.

On July 25 at iliscou Polnt Wille MacCoubrey saw threc loons in breeding plum-
age vhich sho heos Sdentiflod as Arctic Loons, a specics for which there are no satisfactory
records for Now Orunswick., Nottic Moora, who accompenind her did not study the loons,
dismissing them as probebly Red-throsts, while she concentrated on the King Eidars that
were there. Hzd both observers studicc the loons closely and subnittod z full report on
the charoctoristics observed, ve night have hsd cuitc a good rocom! for this sozcics.
Any tine its prosence has boen suspectsd here bofore, the birds secn have heen in the
very-difficult-to-idontify rinter pluingo.

The first shoarseters reportod this yeer were on Junc 10 when Sootiss
were seen off jdachias Scal ¥sland (Charles Dorchoster) and 1 (3rester was obisexved in
the Grand lisnen Channel from the H.V. Grand Jienen (Pearce). Dy c=rly July hoth were
@ore cofmon with 19 Greaters and 20 Sootlos seen from the Princess of Acadia on July 2
(Tull). Both Leachs end Wilson's Petrels were ston off lizchias Seal Tsland on June 10
and July O (Dorchester).

A Great Cormorant, primarily a winter bixd here, was at Cepe Jourimain, near
Bayfield, on July 5 (Christiz @ Tull). Wosting phenology of Dpuble-crested Cormorants
seemod lrate this ysar on licnawagonish Island, off S»int John, whore on July 19 = faw
neste still contained cggs and scvoral had newly hatched youno still with thoir agg
tooth presont. MNommally ot that time imost young would be as big as the adulis. Herxing
Sulls also had mors eggs and fower lerge young than usual at this brooding colony
(Will Astle, Christie ot =1). Possibly tho backward westher of April and the first
half of [y hed rotarded the commencenont of nesting.

Green Hexons woro again reported in northern Now Brunswick with 2 ot Eol
River Crossing June 14 (Lobal) and 1 at Shippegan Gully July 25 (ilzcCoubrey). /4 Comaon
Egret 2t Upper Loch Lomond, St. John County on July 15 (Christie, kary Majke, dr. & Hrs.
Bill Brooks) tas not sesn again despite fraquent visits, A Snowy Egrot, found deed at
Rzd Head Marsh on June 7 (Lao Haillet), may havo hoan one of the two ssen »t Saint John
Yest in late Hay. Tho raro Loest Bittesn is still to be found at Rod Hoed Hersh, vhere
on2 was soon July 20 (D-:-ichrwnnS. Onc Gossy Ibis, a roonant of the spring flight which
brought sovarcl of theso southemn wadnrs to the province, was seon ot Beiz Verts in the
first weeck of July (Andy PcGinnis, fice A1 Smith).

Hilzire Chizsson nassad on distrossing nows about the heron colony et Inker-
nan, Glouccster County, Visiting on Junz 11 he dotormined that about one-thind of the
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birds were Great Dlug Herons, the ramainder Black-crowned Night Horons and that about
two dozen aculis had becn shot by vandalsi With the local game wardens aware of the
event, hopefully a repeat catastrophe can be preventad,

Two Qlésquaw, lingering for the summer, were seen between Ingalls Head and
Kent Islend on June 12 (Pearce). The last migrants are usually gone by the first week of
May. Anothor winter duck seen thie summer was the King Eider, normally rare here even N
in wintaer., An adulf nmale in breeding plumege was at Bancroft Point, Grand Manan, June
11-12 (Pearce) 2nd 2 subaduli male and a female wore at Miscou Point July 24 (iloore &
MacCoubrey).

Shamp-shinned Hawits scemed to be having a bad time on June 29. One adult was
chased out of thc weods and across a road by a2 very irate Robin near First Lake,; Madawaska
County and lster another, flying above the woods at Twenty-seven Mile Brook, Restigouche
County, was being harriad by 2 Trec Swallows (Christic & Hary Majka). The same day, a
Sparrow Hawk, perched on a birch stub was bearing the brunt of a reucous vocal attack by
2 Robins perched nearby, again in the First Lake ares. Especially when they have flight-
less young, mony birds are sufficlently motivated to drive much larger intruders, as
1s especially illustrated by the valisnt forays of the Kingbird against foes as large as
hawks, crows and ravens.

A propoe of the report in our last issue of a Spa Hawk carrying a Saw-whet
Owl, we have an interesting account from Donzld Kimball of another Sparrow Hawk with an
unusually large prey. On Apr. 16 while he was watching a Killdeer on the shore of the
river at Hartland, a Soarrow Hawk swooped down, scaring the Killdeer which it hit in
flight. As the falcon struggled to carry the Killdeor it was wobbed by two Crows and
forced to drop its prey which one of the crows soon picked apart and ate. The initial
part of this episodc was zccompanied by a great racket from the roluctant Killdeer, always
a nolsy bird when threztenecd.

A Red-shouldered Hawk was at Westfield June 11 (Iit Graham) and a Poregrine
Falcon at Shippegan Gully July 24 (MacCoubrey & Moore). Saversl Osprey nests were re-
ported but wo don't know whether most of them were successful or not. Anyone who knows
of an active Osprey nest who has not yet reported it, is urged to write socn.

Tho only fm. Coot reported was.l at Red Head liarsh July 30 (Deichmann)., Sora
and Virginia Rails were secen end/or heard at several places.

The shorebird of the summor was the Ruff at Cape Jourimain, Discovered on
July 1 by Andy McGinnis this male in full breocding nlumage with a glossy, black ruff was
seen by several other observers until at least July 20 when it was beginning to moult into
winter plumago. Particularly interesting was the observation of Dr. Majka who on July 5
saw not only the male, but also a female Ruff, or reeve. On this occasion the Ruff,
stirred by the presence of » fomale, spread out his featherod collar and car tufts and
strutted ecroctly. Although he ignored other shorebirds which were in the vicinity he
was observed to rush towards any Red-winged Blackbirds that came near, and to drive them
away. Such aggressive behaviour towards blackbirds possibly wes because of the resom-
blance of their plumage to 2 dark coloured, dominant Ruff. The only previous records
of this species in New Brunswick are threc Ninctcenth Century speciaens, one from St.
Andrews and two from Grand jlanan,

Other unusual shorebirds noted were an Am. Golden Plover (seldom seen in
spring) at Saint John "est Juno 11 (Cecil Johnston) and a jiarblec Godwit (third record
since 187¢) at Cestalia July & (R. Kenncth Edwards). Though the godwit was not seen in
flight, genaral coloration ruled out the more common Hudsonian Godwit,

Usland Plovers were back in the usual fleld at the corner of Routes 2 end 112
near Salisbury. On July B nino were in view at once and there were probably et least
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15 seen 2ltogether (Moncton Nat. Club),

¥illats appear to be increasing aleng Northumberland Strait. Tony Erskine
obtained the first definite nesting record for tha province at Baie-Verte in 1966, Three
wero seen there on July © this year (Tull f Wayne Neily), and st Cape Jourimain, in the
Cape Tornmentine =rca, thore were 2t loast six pairs present on July 5 (Christie, Tull &
Hajkas) when two smell flightlesa young werc seen with onc of them. They do not secem to'
be nesting yot zlong our shore of the Bay of Fundy, 25 they do in Nova Scotiz, but 2 few
werz seen. At Szints' Rest flarsh, Saint John West, therc was one on June 11 and 2 on
July 21 (Johnston). On Grand Hanan, ono was scen at Castaliz June 12 (Pearce) and 2 at
Fish Head June 26 (Edwards).

The custemary, vory short interval betwcen the end of spring shorsbird migration

znd the appezrence of the first southward bound transisnts is illustrated by slghtings

to mid-Juna and from tho first weck of July. Some exampless 1 Black-bellicd Plover at
Castalia Junc 15 (Pearce), 1 Ruddy Turnstone at Saint John West June 11 (Johnston) and
another at laces Boy July 2 (Deichmann), 2 Greater Yollowlegs at Castalia Juna 12 (Pearce),
1 Greater and 20 Lesser Yellowlegs and 25 Short-billad Dowmitchors at Cape Jourimain July
4 (Hajkzs gt al), 1 Dunlin ot Cape Jourimein July 5 (Christic ot al), 1500 Semipalmated
3andpipers ot Hery's Pt, June 11, and 11 there July 2 (Christic & tizjk2s). Some of these
irds may have been non-breeding individuals which do not travel all the way to the
northern nasting grounds. Al Smith felt that yellowlegs were prosent throughout the
period at Cape Jourimain., The Cape Jourinzin marshes, incidentally, are worthwhile
visiting if you are anywhore nesr Capsz Tormentine, They are the marshes at the end of
what wes to be the causaway to Prince Edward Island, 2nd are reeched by travelling a

mile or two west of Bayficld on Route 955 and driving out the moro westorly of the two
causaway roacbedss The ares is excellent for shorebirds and dabbling ducks.

Joan-Paul Lebgl cbtsined his first spring record of Sandarling this yoar, 1 at
Eal River Bor June 2. Likec ueny shorebirds,it ie comon hore in fall, but zere in spring,
A late Red Pheleropo was socn off Seal Cove June 15 by Praston Wilcox (fide Poarce).

T,

A few jaegers were reported, the first, a Ponmsrine near Hachias Seal Island, %
(®i1) Russell, fide Bill Tevmsend). Another Pomarine was chasing Gannets in Shippegan
Gully July 24 (iloore & ilmcCoubrey). Othcr Pomarines were secn from the Princess of
Acadia but on the Nova Scotian side of the Bay (Tull). Pazasitic Jaegqers were also seen
from tho "Princess" (Tull ot 21) and one was off Hachians Sozl Island July 8 (Dorchester
ot al). A Great Skua wos scen from tho "Princess", off Saint John July 22 (Tull, Majkas
et z1), constituting the fourth spocific record for the nrovinecs,

A "rinter plumage =dult" Szbine:s Gull was reported June 16 off "The Whistle,”
2t the northezn tin of Grand lanan (Zdwards). This plumage deseription suggests it was
likely a yoar old, non-brceding bird, zccounting partly for its occurrence here at an
unusual time of yeer. A Boasperte's Qull fairly common along the sast coast in summer,
appeared inland at Grand Point on Grond Leke July 14 (llocore).

Common Terns seem to have beon nore numerous in the lower Saint John valley
this year. A fow occurred throughout the summer in Saint John Herbour (Christio) where
thoy haven't been sesn the last faw yrnors, In Belledisle Bay, Ron Wolr said there were
"aany times more than in tho past five vesrs.” Some of them msy have come from the
coleny on Grassy Islend at Qa2k Point where Honrik Deichmann roported about 160 nests
July 5. Me also visited tozn colonies on Hog Island (19 nests) at the mouth of the
Washadecmozk, Goat Island (42 nests) in Grend Lake, "Sand Island” (16 nests) 5 niles
above liactaquac Dim and Second Ecl Lake (56 nests). The latier locallty showed a
marked increase over his 1970 visit thorc. The Grassy ITeland and Goet Island colonles
also had several nosts of Groat Black-backed Gulls which probably were preying on the

terns.
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Nesting success of the thousands of Arctic Torns on Machias Seal Island was
reportedly poor this yoar because of cool damp weather there (Jack Russell). The first
Forster's Tern aver reported for New Brunswick was discovered at Castalia Harsh July 14
by R. Kan Edwards who described it as an immzture. Unfortunately, the bird did not re-
mzin to be photographed or to bs seen by othor obscrvers. Three Black Tern nssts were
discovered this summer at Bloomfield (Clark), an area where nesting had been suspected
for a few years, Al Smith suspects thet they are nosting also at Jolicure Harshes
where the birds ere now sson regularly in summer.

A few Cemmon Hurres werc again soen at Machias Seal Island, reports being 1
on Jt)me 10 and 4'on July @ (Dorchoster ¢t al) and 1 on July 26 (Szint John Naturalists'
Club).

Black-billed Cucloos were particularly commen in castern Now Brunswick. The
earliest was 2t Flint Hill, Albert County Junc 11 (Christic & llark Majka). Dr. H. Harries
and Al Smith both found them common in the Sackville arcs vhore thoy do not usuzlly seo
them, Stuart Tingley saw Z at Midgic on June 23, Other castern ¥Westmorland County
sightings cano from Cape Jourimain, Scoudecuc and LoBlanc Office. Forty-six on the B.B.S.
included 18 at Blackvills, © at Rad Bznk, 6 at Jolicure, and 5 at Hampton. MNests were
found at Potitcodiac (iirs. R.E. Carter), Goshen zHargueritc Hope) and Saint John
(Hrs. Roy Lewis). 4 Ycllow-billed Cuckoo, usually a fall vagrant herey, was scen at
Kent Island Juno 12 (Poarce). Father Lebel heard thip-poor-wills on June 3 at two
localities where he had not previously found them, Eel River Bar and Craig Road; near
Cherle, He found them rogulerly at Jacruet River when he lived there, Whip-poor-wills
are very laocal in distribution, not being found in most arcas, but common in cthers.
Othsr reports ceme from South Bay, ono heard on June 7 (Huriel Yheoaton) and Blackville,
two on the B.B.S. (Pearce).

Only 41 Yellow-shefted Flickors were rocorded on the B.B.S., versus B2 last
yoar and B84 the year ore. Yellow-belliond Savsuckers droppod ta 275, from 282 last
year but essentizlly the same as the 26° recorded in 1970. Host of the decrozse was oh
routes in southorn N.B. The B.B.S. yielded thres Black-backed Three~toed Weodpeckers,
at Kedgwick River (iladden), Cloverdale (Deichmann) and Pennfielc Ridge (Christie). The
much more rare Northern Threo-tood YWoodnccker was found nesting in the U.N.B. Woodlot at
Fredericton by Harold Ferguson on June 14, Both male and female ware seen carrying food
to the nest the next day. This is only the fourth nest found in the province. (Many per-
sons are confuged Ly tho 1957 name changed for these twe snecies. Older beooks +rill have
the names YArctic 3-toed® gnd "Americen “-toed.™ Tho “Arctic™ should now be roforred to
as Black-backed and the "American™ as Horthern. MNoto that "Arctic® dges not ecual
"Northern".)

Great Crestec Flycatcheors, 2t the northern odge of their range here, were more
widely seen than usual, They noramally arc an uncommon bird of tha middle znd upper
Saint John vellay with occasional ones alsewhere. Ron Veir found pairs at 2 sites on
tha Kingsten Poninsula and Jin Wiison loceted at loast 2 pairs in the Hammond River
area. Other mexrginzl birds were 1 at Peanfioeld June 17 and July 1 (Milson) and 1 ot
Cambridge June 1¢ (Delyea). A wendering bird wes at Hachias Seal Island Junc 27 (Will

Russell).
broeding

Stan Gorhem obtained the second provincial,record of Rough-wingsd Swallow
when he sew 2 acdults fooding 4 flying young at Browns Flat July 20. At St. Andrews,
Willa HacCoubray notes, that for the third year in s row, yecar-old, brown-backed Tree
Swallows appoared late in Juns and, for several deys, disruptoed nesting activities
of the resident swellows in her two nost boxes, The two pairs eventually: succcoded in
rearing four young each.

A flock of 500+ Common Ravens, along with 300 Herring and 2 Greet Black-backed
Gulls was secn July 5 at LeBlanc Office, Westmorland Co., in a field where lobster
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shells hed been zpplisd as fertilizer (Tull, Christie & ilajkrs). An unknown numbex-more
woro hidden in the nesrdy forest,

Rgg-brossred )hi_“t_h“e:tch. still scarce, showsd =2n increase to 28 on the 5.B.S.
from 16 and 17 in 1971 end 1970, liost wore scen in northern H.B. Two House Wrens were
szon June 13, and a faw cays thercafter, at Hartland (ifichzel Rigby & Fimball) vinore
thoy occupied two housas but did not nost successfully. At Seckville, a3 more unususl
area for than; 2 bachelor nale bBuili nests in two houses and wes oresent for soveral
days during July (Gorcon Burns). /i Leag-billed liarsh "ron was seon July 22 at Jolicure

(Tull et _a;_l_) an? another wes ot Hammond River July 20 (Wilson).

Four Moclingbirds were reported =t Cloverdale Junc 10 (Deichmann), Cambridge
June 19 (Belyea), Sussex frow late in June through at lesst July 12 (lirs. Miléred Gay)
and Lowor Covordale July 6 anc © (Doug thitman). The cnly Brown Thrasher vas at
Hazer~1ll Scttlement, Yozk Co., July 24 (Deichnann).

Hood Thrushes wirich hsve been increasing steadily in New Brunswick for at
lcast ten ycars wore observed on eloven E.B.S. routes. In Albert County, vhore a2 sur-
vey of thrushss done in 1968 was repeated this yoer 372 werc recorded versus § before
(Christic et al). Proliminary data also indicate nmorc Robins, Veerics and Hormit
Thrushos than in 1968, Swainson's Thxushes were recorded in sssentially the semo nun-

rs 2ach yoar,

For the first tine in scveral ycars the picture of Eastern Bluebird numbers
in the province scens encouraging. Early June reports camc from Yoodstock (poir -
Herjerie Gray), Hegaguadavic Lake (pair - Dean & Hoore), Hemmond River (5 - Wilson),
Fundy Park (1-Brucc Bradbury), Mary's Pcint (1-Tim Davis & Tull). Along the Old Saint
John Road, in the New River Station-Pennficld area, Jinm Wilson located 9 broeding pairs
and one singing =ele. Of nins nesting attoempts located there, 6 were in nest boxes

he had croctod and © in natural eavitics.

Waxwings, always a lete arrivel, werc not reported until June 2 at
Fradericton Ch::istic Wiarbling Vircos which we learned last
year were fairly common in doncton and sone other erezs of eastern N.B. were back again.
four were observed on a lioncton Maturaliste' Club field trip July 8 in one residential
area of tha city.

Connccticut Warblars have boon roported only twice previously in New Brunswick,
On Juno 12, two were captured and banded at Kent Island by Reger Eliasson. One of these,
an apparent fomnle, was cexanined by Poter Pesrce and Chuck Huntington. Hourning Warblors,
a species inhaliting brushy, soruce-fir forast openings; especizally cut-over arces, can
be found roadily vhen one visits the propor habitst. Ron Weir, interested in the specles,
located them at 20 sites on the Kingston Peninsula with up to 3 or 4 singing melss =t
each. The B.3,S. total for the province was 50, of which 12 wore on the Alkert route
(Alward) =n¢ 10 at Ponobsruis (Christic).

Bobolinks mey have beon more commwon this sumner. The B.B.S. recorded 561,
up from 281 and ¢ 212 in 1S71 and 1970. Ae commared to 1971, 10 routcs showed incroases,
4 remainod tho semc and T doceeased.

Ton Baltimore Crioles were found by ths B.B.S. versus 4 and 2 in 197 and 1970,
respectively. “This inclucec one or tm Sirds sach ot Plaster Rock, Cloverdale, licAdan,
Jemseg, Washadomoak, Hampton and Penobsquis. Six were visiting = Saint John bird feeder,
to eat jau, June 5 (Pattersons) on the Kingston Peninsula they were scen at O sites
during July (Welr) and a nair nosted and successfully raisod young at St. Andrews
(David Walkex), where thay de not usually do so.

4 female Cexdinzl made two short visits to the Pattersons' feeder at Sandy
Point; Seint John June 5. C-rdinals arc seen here very irrcgularly., Besides the
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ndigo Buntings reportod lepst issuc, a male was seen for 6 days in ilay at St. Andrews
%fide MacCoubrey). Another was »t Canterbury June 18 (¥imball).

The distribution of Bvening Grosbeaks as shown by the B.B.S5. wes ruch the
sane 2s in 1971 with the lergest numbors ot Plaster Rock (922-Watters), Cloverdale (215~
Deichmann), Nenisiguit River (125-Christie) an¢ Napadogen (117-Jones).

Pin: Grosbozks were wore common than usuzl in the hilly areas of southorn N.B.
A pair July 19 cn tho road frem Hampton to Hicdlend wero only tho second July sighting
Ron Meir has had in six years on the Kingston Peninsula. In Albert County snall numbers
could be saon zlong tho roads almost daily (Christic et al). Not 2 single Red Crossbill
vias reported and thore was enly one White-winged Crossbill, on the Cloverdale B,B.S.
route (Pgichmenn),

Two Rufous-sided Towheos wors zoen in Albert County July 20, ono on the East
Branch Trail in fundy Park (Hayne Nordstrom) and & mele at Caledoniz lountsin (Dr, Hajka).
A male Grasshoppexr Sparrow, was discoverad July 9 noar Weweig, Charlotto County, by Jim
Rising. Very fow of them zre seen herc,

The Figld Sparrow which has boen increasingly frequaent in recent ycars was found
nesting thic stimer, the first recerd for the province, At Fredericton, CLiff Jones dis-
covered 2 singing nale zbout June 27 and Potar and Theresa Pearce found its nast containing
1 egg and 2 young on July 1. Tho next day there were four young. Two othor Field Sparrows
were scen; singing nalcs at Roxton June 10 (Christie & Tull) and Caledonia Hountain July
16 (Christio & MHary Majke).

A nuaber of albinn birde wero reported in late July and early August. An all
white Common Crow was at Chapman Corner July 25 (Gorxcdon Burns). /A white sw=llow of un-

known snacies was 2t Ithite Haad fugust 2 2nd 8 (Nancy Small). Two albino Rabins were
seen at Cambridgs August 2-8 and jugust 5 (Enid Inch).

INVERTEBR/TES £ FLORA

An early Black Srellowtail was reen at Cembridge June 4 (Inch) and an early
Baltimore butterfly wes out at /lbert July 2 (David Alword), Two Honarchs werc seen
July 2, ona 2t Gagotorm (Inch) and onc =t Mary's Point (Christic). Becausc of the wot
¢ 1 gpring idual bresding conditicns e o1 te have b oon erarto! for nosqultos and black
flics. .t ony ratc, it wae cbscrve! gonorally that tho nunbore of those nockny insects
were grenter than usual, particulsrly curing June.

An interesting expericnce was had at Mory's Point on July ¢ (Christie & Majkas),
when millions of sand flees (Talorchostin longicornis) were aective on the beach. Every-
where they scurried or hosped, feccing on fragments of sea weod, dragging tiny bits of
grass; burrowing into the sand, Although a few of those little crustaceans had becn secn
there from timc to time on provious visits never had large numders been obscrved. Appar-
ently thoy are active usuzlly only at night. The groat activity in daylight hours
(about 6-7 p.n. ADT) may have bson becruse there had just been = heavy thundarshower, Or
maybo thoy had omerged one dey too =arly to sec the totzl sclar eclipsel

Vory few notes on plants have been received. Andy Dean noted Rhodoxz first
blooming 2t Fredericton May 21. As our native Rhododendron it forms spectacular road-
side shows in meny arcas during June. He also reportoed Clinteniz and Cansda jiayflower
(False Lily-of-the-vzlloy)et Fredericton June 2, n rother loto cate for start of flower-
ing of these two. Marjorie Gray rxoports 2 good crop of Wild Strawberrics and Raspberries
ot Woodstocl, as did Hary Hajka at Coledeonia Hountain., At Woodstock both Pin and

———— eI
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