vol, 2, moe 4

& nowslatter of Now Brunmsick ratural Bistory iy 7k

Here, at last, is cur June-July number. The September issue should not be far
behind.

Many readers may note the absence of D. Kermode Parr's name smongst these and
future reports. Mr. Parr, ill since spring, passed away early in October. His
"Nixed Cargo" column in the Fredericton newepaper did much to draw New Brunswickers'
attention to the many interesting aspects of nature about them. Another contributor
of information to the New Brunswick Naturalist, Eldon Fletcher died suddenly about
the same time. Ho was very active as a member of the executive of the Saint John
Naturalists' Club,

MANMALS

The only unusual mammal reported is the rare Silvex-haired Bat, Jim Wilson
passed on the observation of Mrs. McIntyre of Hampton who captured and released a
large bat in her home June 21. It was black in colour with a 12 inch wingspread and
she identified it as this species from the illustrations in A Field Guide to the
Mammals. Thero are fow records of 1t in New Brunswick.

Alan Madden has sent in netes on the relative asbundance of Restigouche County
mammals, We will share = few that should be of interest. He reports that many adult
Whito-tailed Deer have been seen this year but very fow fewns compared to most years.
Hcose seem to bo on the increase. Varying (Snowsho.) Hare are abundant in the
Bonjamin River arca and common clsewherc. In one locality this summer he counted 60
of them in a3 half hour at dusk. Porcupines are uncommon. He has seen only one in
the last yoar and a half. This is 2 far cry from their abundance in southern areas
of the province. The important differenco is the presence of Fishers, the only
regular predator of Porcupines, aside from man. The Fishor i{s "not uncommon" there
now but is rare in central parts of the province and virtuslly non-existent in the
south. A few ycars ago the Fish & Wildlife Branch reloased some in Albert County in
hopes of providing some control of Porcupinos. In Restigouche County, a hundred
Porcupine carcasses woere found in an abandoned camp where they had been dragged by
Fishors! Another rare mammal in southern arcae, the Marten, is reported by Madden
2§ more common than the Fishor in Restigouche County. The Lynx is still reported
from time to time, but is rare, wherecas the Bobcat is common as it is in much of ‘the
province. Raccoons are uncommon there, but Striped Skunks are common to sbundant
in the Campbellton - Dalhousie area. f

BIRDS a

Father Joan-Paul Lebel has reported many "firsts" for northern New Brunswick
and a recent one is the first nesting of Pied-billed Creobes. At Eel River Crossing,
he noted nest construction boginning May 7. Two eggs wore in the nest May 21 and
an adult was always on it each time he chocked from May 23 to June 9. June 20 he
observed three young just outside the nest with onc of the parents. The birds
.apparently had trouble with changing water levels that sometimes threatened to
flood the nest, which is somewhat surprising since they normally have a floating
nest that would risc with the water. Perhaps tho vegetation to which it was
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attachoed, prevented it from moving., Later, on August B-9 thore were 7 young with 2
adults. As thess young werc estimated fo be only 2 to 3 weeks old there must have
been a second nesting or another pair,

The summer produced some intercsting records of pelagic birds, especially shear-
wators, in the Bay of Fundy but wo will save them till the next issue to treat them in
conjunction with the August and Septombor reports.

The first northorn N.B. Green Horon rocords were in 22y at Eel River Crossing.
Now, sevaral moro ha:a beecn reported. One wonders whather Green Herons are especially
common this year or vhethor it is just a coincicdence that observers noticed them in

a numbor of northern arcas. They were scon again at Eol River Crossing, 1 on June 8
and 2 July 29 (Lebal), Fred Tribe {fi“g Watters) saw cno about the middlo of July

at Andover while Stephen Homer and Richard Poulin, during a Canadian Wildlife Ser-
vice survey by canoe cn the upper Saint John River, eow 2 botweon Clair and Prime
July 20 and 4 between Salmon River and Bsechwood July 22. At Red Head Marsh, always

a good area, Wilson saw 5 of thece small hereons July L. Othor southern N.B. reports
came from St. Andrews, Grand Bay, Memramcook Lake, botween Keswick and Fredericton,
and botween Jemsog and Cak Poijnt.

Murray Watters saw his firet Comren Egret flying down the Tobigue at Arthurette
July 20 and Mrs. Carl Small reports that there wers eventually two Snowy EggEts at
White Head Island during the spring. They werc scen till May 22. Hilaire Chiasson
discovered a now Black-crovned Niant Heron colony at Inkermsn, Gloucester County.

On June 4 he estimated that thero were abuut 200 nesis. Of five examined, some
contained 5 eggs, others 5 young. Very likely this is the present location of the
colony of about 100 birds that J.M. Banks reparted near Tracadie in 1889,

In Fundy Naional Park, a Brant wa:s caught by visitors at Herring Cove July 17
(£ide Mary Majka). The bird, apparently flichtless bocausz of moult, was later
released at Watersido Mareh.

Greater Scaup spent the summer at Dalhousio (Lebel). Nine (males) were seen
June 25,and 15 (orly 2 or 3 famsles) July 21. At Kouchibouguac Beach there were 4
mabes on July 3 (Christie & Chris Majka). ALl throe species of scoters were also
reported during thoe summer along the coast. Included were 44 Common Scoters seen st
Maces Bay July 1l by Davis Finch, Dennis Abbott and Marc Bouchard. Common Eiders
nest or spend the summer at moet places aleng the coast. 1000 were in the Maces
Bay - ¥elch Cove area July 11-12 (Finch et al.) and 300, mostly males gathered to
moult, at Waterside June 29 (Dr. M.F. Majka. A surpsising ‘aland report (we have
fow such records on file) is of 2 at Flovonceville July 9 (Homer & Rulin).

A or's Hawk was roported May 18 et #ountain Brook, Restigouche County
(Madden). At the same locality 3 Red-ghoultsred Hawks wore seen June 16 (Lebel).
Other Red-shoulders wore 2 at Hammond Piver June 20 and 1 at Milledgeville, Saint
John, July 3 (both by Wilson). 4 Ronch-logqed Hawk, a winter species occasionally
seen in summer horc, wns noted June 22 at Harvey, Albert County (Christie, Majkas
& David Galinat).

An Am. Caot, seldom if cver reported in northern N.B., was scen on a boaver
pond at Dawsonville June 4 (iladdens) and £th (Christic).

matad Plovers nosted cn the gravelly beach at Waterside again this year,
apparently 2 pairs. Dr. Malka saw 3 to 4 adulfs and a running, flightless young on
June 27 and 29. The Piping Plover is = necting spocies of sand beaches along North-
umborland Strait and the Gulf of St. Lawronce wherever there isn’t too much human
disturbance. 2n tho main sandbar in Xouchibouguac National Park, Canadian Wildlife
Scrvice staff saw 7 adults and found o nest with oggs June 22 (fide Peter Dearce).
Another nost was found there July 3 (Mary Hajka gt al.) when 5 adults and & Tunning
young were 2150 socn.
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This year the Upland Plovers have been found to breed at Salisbury as we sus-
pected. No nest was found but young birds seen prove that there must have beon at
least two nests. On June 19, a downy young two or threo days old was found (Eric
Tull & Christio) znd on the 22nd a young bird aiready able to fly poorly was scen
(Mary Majka & Galinat). On the 19th there were at loast 18 "adult" birds but the
flocking and unwary behaviour of 6 of them suggested they were not nesting. Possibly
they were year old birds not yct ready to breed. David Finch felt that 18 was a con-
sorvative estimate of the number there July 10. These records represent the first
proven breeding of Upland Plovers in the Maritimes, Obsorvers wishing to see the
birds noxt year should check the fields at the juncticn of routes 2 end 112 near

Salisbury.

There was the customary very brief period between the end of spring shorebird
migration and the appcarance of the flrst southbound migrants, Only the period June
17 to July 7 is devoid cf rocords of transient species. Some individuals perhaps
spend the summer here, never rcaching their northorn breeding grounds. The two
Knots at a tern c:louy noar Si-Louis Cape June 16 (fide Pearce) may have been in this
category. A lfillet June 13 at Saints Rest Marsi, Saint John West/Cocil Johnston).
was not seen later, but we do not know about tho one at Cormiexville June 20 (Dr. &
Mrs., Dennis Willcox). It might have been a2 nesting bird. A surprising flock of
2000 Semipalmated Sandoipers at Mary’n Point, Albert Co., June 13 (Christic, Mary &
Chris .lajka, Valoria Socmochuk) was accompanied by z Wastorn Sandpiper in easily
identifiable breeding plumage, the first spring record for the provinceand the most
satisfactory record to dates. All other reports of it here have been in fall when
identificetion is difficult. A secend Rilzon's Phai.sope this spring was a female
at Saints Rest Marsn June 10 (Johnston).

A lingering, immatuve Glaucous Gull was 2t Cepe Enrage June 22 (Galinat & Mary
Majka) and another was seen on the Saint John Breeding Bird Survey route June 11
{Christic). Ring~billed Gulls were seen in many coastal arcas and in the Kennebecasis
and Upper Saint Jehn valleys. Most of them would be non-breeding individuals, but as
this species has been nesting at Bathurst for a few ycars, obsexvers should keep
watch for new colonies elsowhere. Two Laughing Gulls were seon fairly regularly
passing over Machias Seal Island during July (Susan Merrill & Jack Russell). The
island is the only place in N.B. that this southern gull has ever nested. The first
northern New Brunswick record of Laughing Gull occurred June 24 when an adult was
seen at Eel River Ber (Lebel). A wock carlier, on the 17th, an acdult and an immature
Little Gull were there (Lebel), only the szcond definite rocord wa have on file for
the province. Both of these spocies were seen with Bonaparte's Gulls, the common
black~headed species in New Brunswick., 65 Bonsparte's were there June 7 (Christie)
and a few remeined throughout the summer (Lobel;.

A large Common Tern coleny near St-Louls Cape, in Kouchibouguac Mational Park,
was surveyed 5y CaN.S. staff June 16 (fide Pearce & Rick Whitman). 1419 nests were
counted. The large Arctic Tern colony at Machias Scel Island was under study this
summer to dotermine the effe. ts of the many visitors to the island on nesting success.
Students Susan liexrill and Roger Heservy were working for the Canadian Nature Feder-
ation under the supervision of Don Baldwin. Theoir report is not yot available.

A Caspian Tern was seen at Kouchibouguac Beach July 3 (Christie & C. Majka). Perhaps
it was the same bird at Calendar Beach July 25 (Andy Dean). A Black Tern at Eel
River Bar June 7 (Lebel) is the first report from that area of the province. In

the lower Saint John wvalley the species seems to be fluorishing. Jim Wilson
estimated 50 pairs at the Big Timbor Lake colony near Jemseg Jjune 27. Enid Inch
found a nest June 20 on Hog Island near the mouth of Washademoak Lake. Another
colony was located on-the Dortcbello Stream mershes, near Sheffield, and amongst
_them the White-winged Black Tern, seen earlier in the spring, was rediscovered and
scen July 8-10 lPearco et a_l.s. The bird which was beginning its moult into
winter plumage did not appear to be nesting. It is a Europcan species.
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At Hachlas Seol Island Common Hurres have baen seon from time to time during
summer in recent years. There is no indication that they are nesting but it is some-
thing to bz watchad for. A fow Murres were there fairly regularly this summer
according to Jack Russell. Tw> yepoxts that we have are of 2 seen July 16 (Saint
John Naturalists' Club) and 4 July 22 (Bill Towneend). Ons of the birds on the 16th
was of the "ringed™ colcux phase.

The seldom roported wnd undoubtedly rire Screech Unl was found this summer.
Bill Townsond saw a red colous phase bixd at Folt's Doint, Charlotte County, July 1.
Rick Whitman and others caw a Snowy Owl at Kouchibousiac Eezch Jime 22. The bird
wes being mobbed by Cemmoan Terns in the ares. Poter Poarce ceports that an injured
bird had been released in P.E.1, a fow wosks previcucly. This may or may not have
been that bird.

We are prinilng the ipecics totals fur this yoas’s Breeding Dird Survey routes
iIn Now Brunewici:a These are the survoys, ozganizod by the U.S. Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildilfo and tho Caradian Wildlife Bervioz, which beghn a half hour
befere sunrise in Juns. Eacn 24%-nile long role has 50 easpling points, at each of
which bird: are rocorded during = 2-minuie pericd. Oue cannct compare one species
with another, for the likelihood of roccrding such loud-songed birds as Robin or
thite~throatod Sparrow fs much greater than four the gquister species such as the
worblers which may well be consideratly more ccirssn. Also, bacaise the surveys are
conducted along aufomehile rouds thev semple high proverticas of open and settled areas
and the species Zound in these habltats, W¥hat the B.B.S. does do is allow comparison
from yeer to year over wide 2geas, fo as to revenl genorcal incronses or declines of
a single spocies.

The BE.5.8. vasulls = 7"sd hexe will at least provide rsadess with an indi-
cxtion of whai songhird snecics aro found genexally and commonly throughout the
provinge In near~road habitats, It suggests the distrilution of some epecies found
commenly in coly part of tha provinca, o.g. Catbivd, Wood Thwush, Blackpoll Warbler,
Pine Grosbeak. Th: survoys do not samole well most non-zonohizd species, such as
cucks or hawlks, s3 one should not try to draw conclusions recarding theze epecies.
Routes surveyed during 1971 were Ol Sreen River, 02 Lar-Raker, 05 Grand Fells, 07
Kedgwick River, 09 Nepisiguit River, 10 Balmoval, 13 Ezcuminac, 14 Paqetville, 17
Plaster Rock, 1B Cloverdale, 22 Minto, 29 Biackville, 25 Red Bank, 29 Richibucto, 30
Fontaine, 31 Jolicurae, 32 Albert, 22 Oak Hill, 34 Moidaw, 38 Pennfield Ridge, 39 Saint
John, 41 Harpton, 42 Penobsquis, and 44 Yashademeak, Tne dati wes provided by the
following early-rising obzorvarss Alw-xd; Kawion Bolya, Chiesson, Christic, Dean,
Henzik Deichmann, lomor, Lebel, Durseli Kitchea, Heddet, Or. Maika, Dr. Jack Righby,
Al Saith, Tull, Retiezs, Rlck Waltman & VWilson. mest of whoa hod others as assistants.

Black-bockod Thras-tced Weodpechozns wero =opestolly scon mote often this summer
than in recent yoars ot Ivady Natlonal Park (f7de Jobn MaeFarlane). Probably the
mortality of considarable casunts of Ealesn Fir due 4o tho last fow years of Spruce
Budvworm attack has opovided sxocollent feedlny for then. Besides the Northern Three-
toed l'loim... eckor soen o the Plasier Rosk 1.0.8, {Hstters), 8 nolo was reported at
Louts Lake, in nexth-caniral llortimborland Sounty, Juns 12 (Wilson),

flen Hadden noted an Znstern Phgaho at the N.B., Forust Sorvice's Kedgwick River
Cache June 2. Tho spoclos is not nodmally —ecorded in our highland arcas, though a
pair has nested under & bridoe cver *he Neplsicull River, near Forly Mile Brook, for
the lact throe years (Chrfstlc), Both Traill's zad Legst Fiycotchors wore in normal

—

numbers on the B.B.S. this yoar; altex having been recorded in low numbers in 1970.

4\ Rouch-winged Swallow wes seen neax Hamsten Juno 3 (Galfnat} and another was at
Groonwich Hill, Kings Co., in July (Stan Gorho-,. Swallows Lecin to flock early,
soon after tha fivst young erc on the wing. Jim Wilecn estimeted zhout 1000 in a
mixod flock (Trae, Bauk, Barn 8_Cliff) cn wires at Hemmond River July 21. Walter
Shazpe's Purpig Fartin cclony, the largest in the province, at Island View, York Co.,
had 93 pairs this summer, :
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Both Sray Jey and Cormon Raven were in greater numbers on the B.B.S. this year
end! thexe mey vr2ll have Deen real increases. The large count, 53, of Bluo Jays on the
Dalmoral BuR:G. Juno 17 inclured a couple of migrating flocks (Lobol). Red=breasted
Mithateh vemaing very scarce. The 1969 B.B.S. total was 43 compared to 17 16 iast
vorz ond this. Goldon-crowned Kinglets also continuc to be scarce. Both species
hava Seon iowor than usual on recent Christmas Bird Counts as well. No doubt these
fro cyslicel lows vhich will vexy suddenly be replaced by high counts in a year or
tio.

Cecil Johnston heard a House Fren at Ssint John Wost June 2 and another was in
eong daily behind the Masoun in Saint John from June 3 to July 8 (Christio ct. 2l.)
Lt appearcd to b without 2 mate. Howgvor, thore was a pair at Epworth Perk, ncer
Crand Bay, vhero Hrs. CJHe Mciunkin wetched them movo inte a nost box July 23, just
after the Tree Swallow young had flown from i%. Thoy built s nest but abandoned it
by the 29th. Another rare wron here is the Long-billed Marsh Wren. Two of them were
singing at Little Timber Lake Junc 27 (Wuson;.

Southeastern New Bruncaick had a2 monopoly on Mockingbird reports this summer.
There was one singlng near Salisbury June 7 (Tull & Tim Davis). Another, in the
Yost End of Moncten Juno 25 - July 2 (Doug Whitman) reportedly had boen around 2
weeks earlier, At the smie time one was singing in the Sunny Brae district of that
city Jupe 27 (Frod Llovd). South of the Petitcodiac (Did these birds move across the
viver?) ane wes at Riverview July 4 & 11 (Whitman) and eneat Gunningsville July 11
{J. Maycr, fide Whitman). Furthor away, was one at Hobron, near Alm-., June 22 (Mary
Malka & Galinat). ,

) Jim Wilson kept waich on 4 E, Bluebird nosts this summor near Now River Station.
This area north of Pennficld curisenily appeers to be one of the best in the province
for this beleaguored spocies. Throe of the nests werc in bird boxes, the fourth in

rotten fence post, ‘

4 Leggerhend Shrike was secn June 22 at Colpitts Settlement, Albert Co.(Mary

Hojka & Galinat).

a2
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We have learned something of the true status of Warbling Vireos this summer.
It has bean known as an uncommon, but regular, summer resident in the Fredericton
area, with a few also about Grand Lake. This summer Eric Tull found 1 in Moncton
June 5. The next day two of them were in the same arca (Christie & Mary Majka) and
on the 7th one was heard in a differont part of the city (Dr. Majka). We then learned
that they had been heard regularly during 1969 and 1970 in the Sunny Brae area of
Moncton (Paul Germain). Alert for its presence in unexpected areas, observers soon
found them olscwheres 1 at Newcastle June 12 (Christie & Mar, Majka), 1 at St.Seorge
June 16 (Christic & David Smith), 1 at Sal isbury Juno 22 (Mary Majka & Galinat) and
1 twice during June at Crooked Crock, Albert County (Al ard). Warbling Vireos are
difficult birds to sce due to their tree-top habitat and it appears that many of us
may have overlooked their songs, mistaking them for the similar warble of the more
common Purple Finch. Thus it sppears that Warbling Virecos are fairly widely distri-
buted in small numbers wherever suitable habitat occurs in southern N.B. Readers
should be on the watch for thom next year. They prefer tall shade trees in towns and
along rivers.

A Pine Marbler, a rare species here, was coon May 28 at St. findrews by Wille
MacCoubrey. A subadult male Qrchard Qriole was there the same day (MacCoubrey &
Christic). Another malo Orchard Oriolc was at Homramcook June 3 (Redd Mcianus) «

Common Grackles decreased noticeably on the B.B.S. this year. Of those routes
surveyed by the same cbserver in 1970 and 1971, 11 routes showed decreases, 4 were
approximately the same each year and only 3 had increcases. B.B.S. figures in Nova
Scotia showod a similar pst%ern. Reasons for the apparent decline are unknown.

Two male Indigo Buntings were at Nashweaksis July 1 (Baverley Schneider) and
another was at tho unlikely locality of Popple Depot on the Nepisiguit River B.B.S.
June 12 (Christie). One was seen on that survey in 1966 alsc.

The distribution of Evening Grosbeaks, as rovealed by the B.B.S. was much changed
from last year. The bi. numbers in the Miramichi valley weras down, for instance
Blackville 684 to 28 and Red Bank 138 to 16, whereas Plaster Rock wes up from 80 to
R391(Watters). The species secmed to have increased in the extreme south and the
northwest and decreased in contral zreas, porhaps due to shifts in the abundance of
Spruce Budworm. Pine Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins and White-winged Crossbills were common
mainly in the northwestern corner of the province as shown by the B.B.S. Siskins were
also fairly common in Fundy National Dark where 23 woroe seon Junc 25 (Christie & Mary
Majka). Pine Grosbeaks also nest in the 1000 foot hills of Albert County, wherc 3 or
4 wero scon at Swamp Brook in Fundy Park July 9 (Tull) and 2 near Prosser Brook June
24 (Christie).

Fox Sparrows were discovered seven years ago in the hills of the northwestern
part of the province whore they have been found reguiarly since on the D.B.S. In
June Father Lebel found this species at 6 places in Restigouche County including two
at sea level, 1 at Eel River Bar and 1 at Eel River Crossing.

Rev. Ford Alwerd conducted a breeding bird census this year on a 24-acro plot at
Crooked Creek, Albert County. ©On a census of this type the number of nesting pairs
in the area is detormined from observstiomimade on soveral visits. As a result one
can say that Bay-breasted Warblers were about 4 times as numerous as White-throated
Sparrows. Comparing this with the Albert B.D.S. route,on which 9 times as many
White-throats as Bay-breasts were recorded, illustnates well why one should not try
to compare wone species with anothor in the B.B.S. results. The Crooked Creck census
was conductwod in 2 forested arca about half of which was mature mixed woods deminatod
by Sugar Maple, Yellow Birdh, Red Spruce and Balsam Fir, and the other half younger
woods (probably resulting from lumbering of the first type) of Balsam Fir and Red
Spruce with only 25% hardwood species. The number of breeding pairs cdetermined
from 8 visits to the area cduring June were: Bay-breasted Warbler, 123 Black-throated
Green Warbler, 113 Ovenbird, 11; Magnolia Warbler, 103 Swainson's Thrush, Bj Robin, 7
Blackburniam Warbler, 6; Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 3p; Purple Finch, 5y Nashville
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“erblos, J; fm. Rodstart, 4; Slato-coloured Junco, 43 Red=breastod Nuthatch, 4; Red=
eyed Vireo, 31 Ruby-crownec Kinglot, 3; Boreal Chickades, 33 Vhitewthroataod Sperrow,
3; Tennessee Yarbler, 3; Paruls Warblér, 3; Hemit Thrush, 3; Golden-crowmed Kinglet,
2; Yellow-bolliod Sapsuckery 2: Zlue Jay, 2; Winter !ren, 1; Solitexry Virce, 13 Hyrtlo
Warbler, 1; Dlack-throatod Dluo Warbler, 1s; for a total of 123% nairs (494 per 100
acres). This is o fairly heavy population, probably dus to the sbundance of Spruce
Duclworm in the -rea. Other birds sean for which territorics could not Be detormined
or which were only visitors te the plot were Ruffed Grouse, Evening Grosbesk, Goshawk,
Hairy Woodpecker, Raven, Crow, Warbling Virco, Canada !arbler, Resc-broasted Grosbesk
end Pine Grosbesk.

{ATHIBL/NS, FISHES & INVERTZOR/TES

Chris llajka ccllocted a leod Frog at Seuthwost Hoody July 11, the first record of
the spocies on Grand Hianen. Scvorzl common spoclos of smell mammsls, amchibians and
reptiles do not cccur on the island, havibg beon unskle to cross the sea barrior from
tho mainlend. Thoso thet are found there are intorcsting due to the possibility of
local subspeciation. The Deer Hice end Heacdow Volas of Grand Manan have beon described
as subspecies differing slightly in size and coloration from those of nearby mainland
nreas. This Wood Frpg showed unusuel green shades on the undersices of the hind legs
(5tan Gorham) but Francis Cock of the Nationzl Museunm bolioves the frog is within
tho-normal varisztion of Haritime specimens. Novortheless, it will be interesting to
try and locate mere Yoot Frogs on Grand Hanan for cdetailed study of their colour
pottorns,

Did you @ver sec an Egl on land? They are known to cross overland from one body
of water to enother during wet weather or on swampy ground. On June 21 one was
discovercd on a wood road through an alder swamp 2t Hencton (Christic). "hen
aonroached, it slithered into o smell puddle and burrowed in the nud,

On July 21 2 colony of EL can Skippars was discovered near tho West Seint John
cocks (Chris liajka et al.) This smell butterfly wes introcuced accidentally to
North Amorica,carly in this contury,neer London, Ontario.and has boen slowly spreading
sinca. To our knowledge it has been trken nraviously in New Drunswick only near
Edsundston. The amount of roilwey traffic to the docks from arces furthor west
suggests that the skipners probrbly became established =t Saint John that way rather
than by natural cdispersal.

Henk Deichmann walked around the shiro of Barlow Bluff on the Kingston Peninsula
July 31. Among interesting things he saw were largo numbers of dead bornacles. These
would be the Little Ivery Barnacle (Balonus imorovisus)ihe common spocics of brackish
water, such as the lower Srint John anc Kennciccnsis Rivors. The reason for a1l of
them being dead is unknewn, but there may have Loen » sustainod drop in water lovel.

OBITU/RY
Hersh, Tidal « On or sbout July 9, north end of the Gunningsvillo Dricdge, Honcton, at
an nge of several hundred years. Death duc to suffocation by land'fill, hereditary
disonso of tho Marsh family. Lesves orphoned meny shorebirds, one or twe pairs of
nosting Black Ducks and! a Great Dlue Horon, which will have te find support elsewherc.
Donations in liocu of flowers to the Nsturc Conscrvancy of Canada.

Szint John, Cnvironmontal coctors report that thz condition of one to two miles of
tidal shorolinc =t noarby Red Head bocemo critical during fugust. Concition of the
axon, 2 chronic sufforer of pellution cancer, has been reclining graduelly cduring the
orst 6 yoars. Despite recent surgery by = team of bullrozers anc trucks it has foiled
to improves Doctors now hepe that massive injections of monoy mey stop the attack of
the crud virus to prevent spreac of the cancer and give artural resistance a chance
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to overcome the growth. Despitc assurances thet the discase is non-contagious, most
animal life is avoiding visits due to the odour of the petient. The area was former-
1y a popular gathoring spot for cducks, shorebirds, scals and primetes. Among famous
visitors have been ones from as far away as the Prairic Provinces, Siberia, Iceland
and Argentina.

HAS YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRED?

The following subscriptions to the N.O, Ngmgligt have expired. This issue
will be the last received bys: Iirs. M. W. Jones, Friro Clarence LaBreton, Mrs. A. Jo
Smith, Mr. & Mrs., Craig Vosmus., If renewing, send onc deollar to the Now Brunswick
Huseum, Natural Science Dept.

RARE DIRD ALERT

For a numbar of yoarse informal communication has existed between birdwatchers in
N.B. for passing on word when en unusual bird appcars. Interest has been expressed
recontly in having this procedure on 2 more formal basis so that no cne who is
interested is missed. Jim Wilson & David Christic have volunteered to work up some
kind of system. Anyone who would liko to bo informed of rare birds whilo they are
still about, send in your name, indiceting whether you are intercsted in learning of
birds only in your locel area zsay 20 miles away) or whether you would travel farther
for espacially unusual birds. g
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