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The last issue of the New Brunswick Naturalist (Vol. 1, No. 3) which should have
Leen datad Hay 1970 contained three omissions, or rather, did not include the following:
The first Comaon Tcal sighting (p. 17) wes Harch 29 and the Gleucous Gull (p. 18) was a
sub-acdult birl at Lanequo May 24. Also, Bob Squires' amphibians (. 19) were 2 An.
Toads near Canterbury Hay 2 and 2 Leopard Frogs at Lower Qusensbury HHay 4.

Surmar tasther this year has bz-a about average everell, though the letter part
of lfay and carly June were somewhat wet nnd cool. That weather rotarded migration of the
late arriving birde and =lso may have buon respensible for some of the numerous small
birds found dead during thet period,

: Les Line, editor of judubon magazine, visiting Machias Scel Island in the last
half of June, roports that several smezll bats wore scen there. With the amount of heavy
fog experiencad thore, one wonders vhethar there would be snough flying insects to
support bats, but there appersntly is. Hibernation might teke place in somo recess of
one of the heatod buildings or perhnps they migrate to a natural hibernation arca on the
nainland,

A very gooed record of 2 Cougax or Panther is &t hand. In Fundy National Park,
four park naturslists, John HacFarlane, Blair Stovens, Bob icGrath and Bill McCarthy,
saw one cross the Pt. Wolfa Hoad on June B. Some tracks, but not very good ones, were
visible in looss gravel ot the side of the road and a plaster cast nade. Through the
years cougars have boon renorted almest annuslly in Fundy Park though some of the sighi-
ings have been macde under poor conditions.

tthales aro soen ofton, but seldon identified, in Mewr Bruncwick wators. Identifi-
cation at sea uguelly requirés sn observar with z groat mmount of oxperience with whales.

On June 21, R.J. Rowe of Fredericton, fishing off Pt. Escunlnac, saw a whale
heading into liiramichi fay. He estimatod its lcngth =s thirty feot, and took two photo-
graphs 2s it jumped cl=ar of the weter. That nust havo baen cuite & sicht!l Henrik
Deichmann brought in the photos from which it easily was identifiod as 2 Littlc Piked
Yhale, probably one of the aost likely spocios to be soon in thet axea.

BIRDS: A now project moy b2 unknorm to meny readers. The Nozth American Broeding Bird
Survey, 2 continent-udde survoy sysicm gives masscs of statistically comperable data
which should roveal increnses and dacrenses of hird ponulations, particularly small lend
birds, This yoar over 1400 survoys wore conducted in settled portions of Norxth fnerica,
22 of them in Yew Brunswick.

Each randomly located survey route has 50 sammling polnts h2lf a mile apart. A%
each point, curing & threc-minuts pariod, one obsarver records the birds scon and heoexd.
The survey is concucted during goed wasther in June, starting © half hour before sunrise
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(4150 - 5:10 2.m. in N.B.). The B.B.S. has been conductod in the Heritimes since 196$.
Anyone not & participant , but Interecsted in receiving a 1970 report may obtain one from
the iluscum. Potential observers arc invited to volunteer. A necossary gqualification is
the ability to identify most New Brunswick birds by thoir songs and colls.

Three American visitors, John M. Irvine Jr., Haurice Barnhill, and Marg Ribaudo,
saw an adult and immature Gannet off fiachizs Seal Island on June 29. Another was seon at
Buctoucho July 12 (R,ctcr Pemq,, _Although it does not breed in the province such sumer
records are quite usual, pai'tigg,l rly o tho Gulf of St. Lawrence coast. Irvino, Barnhill

and Ribeugo olsg sew 5 Hilson!'S'P g and af SootyiShggrwntar on thoir June 29 trip and
lator, on'July 11X, Cecil Johnston sawe 3 Gre o2 ar Hach 1 These
pelagic birds, almost unkpown {o lanc bound birdwatchérs;’ most 1ysecen from 2 fish-

ing boat in tho waters south of Grand ilenan or from the Ji.V. "Bluenosc” crossir{g between
Bar Harbour and Yermouth. = = M\

The Groat rant is not known to nest in New Brunswick now but it is seen in
summer. Peter Paarce saw a flock of zbout 400 at Negunc Beach on June 15.° The next day,
probably the samc flock, was 2t Portags Island in Miramichi Bay. One, still with the white
flanks of breeding plumage, wos seen inland at Jemseg in carly July (Kermode Parr).

Apologies to Stephen Homer for missing, in our last number; his Groen Heron ot
Upper HWoodstock on Hay 10. ost are seen further south, such as #t Red Head iarsh, St.
Jobn County, whoro it is frequont. A romerkable five werc there on June 26 (Jim Wilson).
The last sighting reported of onc of the Cattlc Egrots in theo licGowan Corner arca was on
Jung 7 (ilr. & Hrs. ©ldon Flotcher). A Lesst Bittern, = shy species soldom reported, was
saen at Red Head Marsh July 15 (David Christie, Chris ilajka & Jim ¥ilson).

Black-crowned Night Horons werc not mentionad in the last issuc but they are still
with us. Alan Madden cxamined 10 nosts Hay 14 and 29 on Horon Island, Restigoucho County.
liost containcd 3 or 4 aggs cach, The five seen by Father Jean-Paul Lebel on the Balmoral
B.B.S. probably ceme from there, just as three secen on tho Lac Bakor B.B.S. (Christic &

C. Majka) probably came from tho well-known colony at Edmundston. Ong, Junc 29 at Memram-
cook (Reid licianus) was petheps @ non-brooding bird, 2s that aroa is remote from all known
colonias. In 1946 there was = colony on Long Island, Grand [lanan, and no doubt it is still
there, or nearby, for night horons arc seen frequently at Castalia, Cecil Johnston saw
onz there July 10, An immature 2t Shippegan Gully July 30 (Mcttic lMoore) may have been
from the Tracedie colony though, by thet date, disperszl after nesting could have broucght
it from a2 long distance. :

A Canada Gooso was at Bathurst June 1 and 2 at nearby Bass River on June 12
(Pearce). Anothor lingoring goosu was = Brant at DBathurst on the 12th. Brant are oxe
tremoly czsuzl horc in summer and never nest. At JicAdam regular nosting of Canada
Geesc ocours, a wild population having boen astablishod from captive birds. Elscowhere
there may be raro instances of nesting.

An out-of-scason oddity was a femelo Ruddy Duck at the Saint John Wost scwage
lagoon Junc ¢ (Wilson & Johnston). This locality is 2 rogular spot for the specics in
November. Monebrceding scotors may be seen in summer hore and thoere along the coast.
20 White-wings were at Buctouche July 12 (Pearce).

. Thanks to thosc of you who have reported Bald Eegle and Osprey sightings this
summor,  Next issuc will includc them, Two Pigeon Hawks were scon July 31 on the 0ld
Shepody Road, Fundy Netional Park (Blair Stovens).

Joan E. Hoyt of Blocmfiocld, Kings Co., roports having scen flocks of Gray
(Hungarian) Partridge this summar, "the first timo in 5 or & years." Theso birds arc
generally very scarce now, having disappeared from some of the arcas where they were

once regular.
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Three Commen Gallinules have been reporteds 1 at Lower Cape, Albert County May

16 (Doug Whitman), 1 at Rod Head Marsh June 26 (Jean and Jim Wilson) and 1 at lemramcook
Leke June' 29 (Hcllanus).

The most interesting shorebird news this summer concerns the Scmipelmatec Plover
and the Upland Plover. For the Semipaln there was one recent record of breading in the
province (Castalia, 1967 - Kennoth Edwards Jr.) and all the old rocords were for Grand
Manan., This year two pairs, seen at Watcrside Juns 25 (Christie & C. Hajka), exhibited
the agitated bohaviour characteristic of nesting shorcbirds. On a repeat visit July 1
(Christie and lizajkas), only one pair were prosent, and a partly feathered young was
flushed from the grasscs in a gravelly area. Not far to the west, at the mouth of the
Upper Salmon River, in Fundy Netional Park, David Smith found s nost of this species on
July 4. 1t contained 3 eggs and photographs werc obtained of both the nest and an adult
bird.

Henrik Deichmann discovered the Upland Plovers rather fortuitously, while driving,
when ono 1it on 2 telephone pole beside the road at Salisbury June 21. Stopping, he lo=-
cated threo of these birds in tho pasturcs and old ficlds there, at the junction of
Routes 2 and 112, 1In one field of sparse grasses and goldenrods, agitated behaviour
suggestive of broeding was displayod by the birds. He had the same oxperience on June 23,
as did several other obscrvers July 3-6 end later. Thesc birds were on the farm of Mrs.
Edith Cochrano, a rotired school teacher, who supplicd some interesting information. She
did not know what they werc, but had noticod them end heard their strange whistles each
summer for at loast tho last five and possibly eight, yoars. In fall 1969 sho saw seven
2t once behind her housc. This suggests that Upland Plovers arc breeding at Salishury
and next yoar observers will be ocut carlier to try and locate the first nesting record for
New Brunswick.

An adult Thick=-billed Murre, usually a winter species here, was seen by members
of the Saint John Naturalists' Club on e trip to Hanawagonish Island, Saint John, July 19.

Owls, little known because of their nocturnal habits, are always intoresting to
sec. On Harch 22 Jim Rilson found a Grest Horned Owl nest with 3 cggs at Hampton. That
nest apparently was robbed as it was found cmpty April 6. In Saint John West 2 adults
and a half downy, half-feathored young were seen May 28-29 (Johnston). A loss common owl
is the &ong-egod but Reid Hcianus suspects there wore two pairs nesting necar Memramcook
Lake this summer. He saw 2 adults and 4 young June 23 and ho and Doug Whitman found an
adult and five young on July l. Wilson also reports onc of the species at Hammond River
June 20 and July 4,

Host obsorvers agroe that lhip-poor-wills are loss common in New Brunswick today
than they werc 20 years ago but thore arc a2 number of arcas where they are seen regularly.
However, the only one rcported this summer was heard 2t South Bay, Saint John on June 13
(Muricl Whoaton).

& Red-hcaded Woodpecker was soen on Machias Seal Island in June (Les Line). The
Black-backed Threz-tocod Woodpecker was roported a fow times while en interesting report
of the rare Northern Threc-toad comes from Fundy National Park, whore a pair were con-
structing a nest at HMarven Lake, June 1 (Roger Roy).

The Restern Kingbird normally is a rare vagrant to New Brunswick during the fall,
but two woro scon in.June: on the 20th near St. George (Wilson, Johnston & D. Smith),
on the 30th at Fredericton (Parr). Both Traill's and Least Flycatchors were scarcer
than usuzl on the Breeding Bird Surveys. Ceool woathor may have retarded the beginning of
their breoding seeson, particularly with the late arriving Traill's. B.B.S. totals in
New Brunswick werc: Traill's, 407 in 1969, 297 in 1970; Least, 175 in 1969, 125 in 1970.

No one checked the arca near Woodstock, where Rough-wingod &van% were reported
in 1969, but thers werc two reports, 1 near St. George on June 9 (Christie) and 1 at
Groenwich Hill, Kings Co., about July 10 (Stan Gorham). Fathor Jean-Paul Lebel observed
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a pair of Purple Martins in flight June 16 on tho Balmoral B.B.S. in Restigouche County.
There was no sign of a colony. Thie is our first report north of Chatham. Cliff
Swallows oftcn fluorish on our new concrets bridges. Doug Yhitman counted 134 nosts on
the bridge at Turtlc Creck Dam on July 12.

B.B.S. figures suggost that Common Crow numbors are down. Possibly cool weather
influonced this carly nester. Tho 1970 total was 553, vorsus 762 last year. Rod-

broasted Nuthatchos secm to be st the bottom of 2 cycle hort with a B.B.S. total of only
17 for the whele province. )

Hank Deichmann saw a Housc Wrcn on tho Cloverdalc (Carleton Co.) B.B.S. Junc 1
and ¥. Ray Sz21t hearc onc Junc 1 botweon Shediac and Richibucto; recently it has boon very |
rare hore. For the Long-billed ilarsh ¥rea, Jim Yilson followad up his 1968 nest find by
providing the socond provincial nest rocord, this time 2t Rod Head Marsh, wherce he heard
one singing Junc 26 and found tho nest with cggs and 2 adults on July 2. Young wiro in
the nest on July 15. The area had seversl dummy nests which this species habitually
builde as woll 2s the one in which it finally neste.

Some ilockingbirds showed up in lay, onc was secn in lioncton by Mrs. L.A. Mac-
Farlane (fide Whitmen) and mnother wes at Sovogle Airstrip My 20 (Stan Tecple). One wes
present in Saint John West in the first week of June (Izn & Diane Trenwith). Possibly
the same onc was there Junc 9 (Wilson). At least 2 were seen during Junc at Burnt Church,
vhere they nestaed last yesr (i & Ifrs. Szvoy, fide parr). Another pair were seen
regularly through the sunmer at Barker's Point {J.D. Atkinscn).

Brown Thrashors arc continuing tholr summer presoncc. The pair at Saint John
Wost were still present in June (Vdlson). Onc was seen at Jacouet River Hey 30 and Junc
17 (Lobel). Thoy nestad agein at Penninc, as Valtor 'ado saw = flying young bird there
in July. A pair were on territory at Alma in July (lirs. /.. Bonnctt & Mary Majka).
Anothier in May was ona on tho 20th at Cambridge (Enid Inch & Merian Belyea).

Threo .checked Thrushes were rocorded Junc 20 on the Greon River D.B.S.
in northwaostern Now Brunswick (Donys Bourque), the only area of the province vhere they
have baen known in summor. However, Hank Deichmann provides records from a now area
of the northern highlands, On June 10 he reported onc at 2000 feot on Hount Saganook
and the next day 5 at 2400 fee;t. an Mount Carleton. Wood Thrushes were reported mostly
in the same arcas where they wore scen last year. A new locality is 25 miles scuthwost
of Cempbellton where Irvine, Barnhill & Ribaudo heard ono on Junc 26. This was not too
surprising as they ars new fairly common near St. Francois, liadawnska County. One was
found dead on 2 road within 25 milos of Burat Church on June 7 (s21t), another now
locality.

Eight Z. Blucbirds were reported in southwestorn New Brunswick during Junc.
However, in flbert County whore there were hopeful signs of @ comeback in 1965-7 thero
wiore no reports this summer. Two wero seon ai Tabusintec Hill on Route B Juno 20
(Poarce & Toople) and onc on the Paguetville B.B.S. June 13 (Hilaire Chissson); these are
our first rocords from that northeastorn section of the province. Generally the species
je very scorce in Now Brunswick compered to twenty years ago.

The scarce and local Warbling Vireo was reported fHay 29 at Acedia Forestry
Station by Nottic Hoore. Another was singing near her home in Frodericiton during June
and -July. Andy Denn saw a peir there during the last throo weeks of Juna,

W. Ray Salt, co-2uthor of The Oirds of Alberta, visited How Brunswick in Junc.
Among his observaticns was another Harbling Virco, socn Junc 6 botween Burnt Church anc
Shippegan. His cbscrvation of mein interest to us is an Qrange-crownod Warblor which
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"camg very close" at Burnt Church Jung 7. This specios had nover been reportod in New
Brunswick bofore despite tho fact that it nosts north of us in northeastern Quebec and
southern Labrador. Apparently the birds migrate through arcas furthor west, whore the
main range of thc species lies. Up to 1948 there werc three fall records in Maine, and
to 1960 there werc four records (£211 and carly winter) for Nova Scotla, so0 a spring re-
cord scoms doubly interesting.

Blackpoll Warblers werc rocordad on three B.B.S. routes (Richibucto, Pennfield
Ridgo and Cloverdale) outside their normal brocding renge (northern highlands & Grand
Henan). Thoy wore lato migrants, delayed by the weather, as all thrce surveys were run
before June 10, They were very common at Jacquet River May 20 to June B8 (Lebel). The
B.8.8. data suggosts two warblors in higher numbers this ycer, tho lMyrtlc with a total
95 vs. 54 in 1969 znd the Mourning with 32 vs. 19 in 1969,

Two Intorosting reports from ilay received too late for the last number werc
1 Yollow-headed Blackbizd at Yaterside llay 10 (Mrs. Prince, fide Whitman) and 2 male
Summer Tanagar at Frodericton in jlay (Marguerite McNair). The notable wave of Scarlet
Tanagers, noted in our last number, continuod heavily till Junc 6, with some raports

25 late as tho 14th,
Bvening Groskeasks werc roported in larger numbers

this sunmer, 1396 on the Breeding Bird Surveys com-
parec with 596 last year. Over half of the birds
recorded on the Blackville route were this specles
(Pearce)., The accompanying map gives the 3,B.S.
data and tho location of soms large flocks. The
main concentration is still in central MHew Brunswick
theuch they sre Increasing, with the spruce budworm,
in the south, Every Now Brunswicker knows of the
Evoning Grosbozk's fatal association with roads
where, in gravel or salt-fooding arcas, the birds
are often killed by cars. Onc notable kill wes
exaninod near tho South Branch of the Tomogonops

“ River, 27 miles northwest of Newcastle, on June 21
Banhers of Bvonidy Grosbenks on 1570 HES (Christic & Nary iiajka). Along two miles of highway
Toutas, Dobs () indizate pther reports of were 330 males and 17 femaleos, some frash, others
large flocks (200-plus). dead perhaps a week and » half. One male had been

banded! by G.H. Parks ncar Boicstown on June 16,
1966. Anothor traffic fatality, also o mele, at Jacquot River Juno 6 had been banded in
Richmond, Va. on /pril 25, 1¢70 (Lobel).

A male Indigo Bunting was scen et Red Head Junc © (fide Christie). A much more
unusual record is ¢ male Lark Bunting that was singing at Indian Point, Grand Lake, July
3-4 (Andy Dean & Rec Brown). The bird could not be found on subsequent days. This species
is very raro here and normally is found only in fall,

Despite the many roports of Rufous-sided Towhees in Hay, none were reéported
during the summer. Another species oxpocted to nest here soon is the Field Sparrow. One
of them was singing noar New River Station, Charlotte County, from iay 31 to June 14
(wilson ot 2l).

In 1964, the Fox Sparrow was discovered to be fairly common, and obviously
breeding, in the upper ;Es of the Green and Kedgwick River watcrsheds. This year there
were 3 on the Green River (Bourque) and on on the Kodgwick River (#adden) B.B.S. routes,
as well 2s ono furthor cast on the Balmorsl B.B.S. (Lebel). Deichmann also reported one
Junc 10 @t 2000 foet clevetion between leunt Carleton and Sagomook Hountain. There has
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been so 1ittle obscrvation in these highland areas that we do not know whether the spucies
is spreading or whether recont observations aro the discovery of it in areas it has long
occupiad.

TILES
A largo Snapping Turtle was captured Hay 31 in Belloisle Creok at Springfield
(fido Ken Clark). Its carspace (upper shell) was estimatod to bo 16" long, 2 good sizc

for this species. iirs. [ Horchouse sav = smallsr onc July 4 at MeDougall Lako, Char-,
lotte County. ]

A Painted Turtle found June 27 nnar [iagaguzdavic Lake by Bob Squircs is » new
locality for cur rocords.

INSECTS

Chris flajka, an enthusiastic lopidoptorist, hes supplicd almost all our notes .
on insects. Aside from tho Spruce Budworm the reports do not tell of unusual abundance
or scarcity of nny specics.

The Honzrch butterfly is very rarc in New Drunswick. Reports in June probably
roprosont migrants returning from wintering arcas in the south. Single lionarchs wore
soen in Albert County, at Riverside Juno 20 (Hajkes £ Christic) and at Hebron Junc 23
(C. Majke). At St. Andrews Wills HacCoubroy saw two in June. Evan this small numbor of
reports is probebly high for that time of year. Care should bo takon when identifying
Honarchs becauss snother species, the Viceroy, is 2 mimic of it and is very similer in
general appoarance. Chris Hajka's first Viccroy this year was at Petitcodiac July 2.

One of the roasons that Honarchs arc rare hore is thz general scarcity of milk-
woeds, the main food plant of their larvac, Another buttoerfly, the Baltimore, depaonds
only on Turtlchead as a food plant. #s a result it is 2 rathor lecal spacfee, usually
occurring as sncll colonies in areas whore there is a lot of Turtlehead., Tho first Balti-
more was scon at Calodeniz Mountain July 4, this year (C. Hajka).

Like birds, some buttcrflics src found mainly in cortain arcas of the provincos
The Saopiolue Bluc is onc known meinly frem the northozn half of the province. Gn Junc 21
two were scon at Escuminac (G, Majke & Dr. H. iajka) and one on tho Nepisiquit River
(Christio & Hary lizjke).

Sprucc Bucworm numters have incroased greatly in scuthern MNew Brunswick during
the last four years =02 largo numbers now exc found in much of St. Jehn, Kings and Albort
Countios. & large flight of nawly emerged moths ceused some cxcitement when thoy con-
gregated atleightly 13t buildings and parking areas in the city of Seint John during July.
Even g0, tho flights wore not nearly =s large as thosc formerly cxperiencad in some
northern Now Brunswick towns, such as Dalhousiz, during the poak of budworm numbers there.

FLORS, Y

Tha solp jntercsting report on plant 1ifc comes fram Andly Dean who picked a3
strange plant at fdinto on July 5. He hos idontified it as Howk's-beard Crepis capillaris.
Tho spociman, in the Muscum horbarium, is apparently the first record for Hew Brunswick.
It is @ Europenn plant scaewhat resombling our-Yellow llaviwoads.

MISCELLANEOUS

The Cansdian Amphibian and Reptilo Congarvation Sccioty (9 Finchgate Cte Pillow-
daley Ont,) woule like to obtein membors and correspondsnts from this arez. The Society
has frec pemphlcts available concerning the valuc of anphilisns and roptiles. A bi-monthly
Newslotter is distributod to mombers, who pay $2.00 » yesar.

Niow Srunewick Wtumlist, issued six tines 6 year; subacription $ 1.
Mmtuml Scierce Dnpertment, Few Srunswick Museun, 277 DouglRs Avenus, Saint Jobn, N. B,




