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The New Brunswick Naturslist has fallen behind schedule and we ask your forgive-
nesse Tie hope to be back to normal seon.

HAIGALS

Few interesting notes are available on mammals, this sprinc, Hrs, Marjorie A.E.
Gray reports seeing four bats flying at Woodstock on April 22. This is probably a
fairly normal date for early bat activity in Mew Brunswick, although very little infor-
mation is available. :

A woman who does not want her name mentioned described an animal seen April 230
on tho outskirts of East Saint John which she believed was a Cougar or Eastern Panther.
It was larger than her Garman shepherd dog, brownish in colour, and had a long tail.
When first seen it was in a troo from which it came down and ran. Returning a few
hours later, she and her husband could not find any tracks.

An early Hogse calf, very young, was soon with its mother on Calodonia Mountain,
Albert County on Hay 20 (Majkas & Christie).

BIRDS

Spring migration of birds was fairly normal this year. There were some unusual
specics and numbers but no more than usual. The timing of arrivals was about average,
overall, Our account will touch mainly the highlights roported.

A particularly early Pisd~billed Grebe was found allve on a road near Geary
March 22 and taken to the S.P.C.A. in Frodoricton (fide Peter Pearce). Later, but
still ouite carly, was onc at Chance Harbour March 28 (Cecil Johnston & Jim Wilson).
April 10-20 is a more usual period fir first reports.

Our first report of Double-crested Corporants was April 11 when 74 were soon
betweeen Pt. Lopreau and Fairhaven on a Saint John Naturalists' Club (SINC) field
trip. The Great Commorant, our winter species, was prosent also, with 43 seen in the
same area. On the North Shore Double-crosts wox2 reported April 12 at Dalhousie (16)
and Benjamin River (16) by Alan Madden. Inland, Nettic Moore saw 6 at Fredericton
Apr.18 and Mr. & Mrs. Helvin ioore saw 87 noar Burton the next day. One Great Cormor=-
ant was seen in the Jemseg area by Kermode Parr Apr.20. It is seldom recorded
away from the coast.

Several interesting heron reporis are at hand. Foremost is a isiana Heron
found at East Saint John by Roy Forrester on April 13, It had been dead & few days,
apparently aftor a collision with hydro lines. Preserved as e study skin in the
Huseum collection it is the third specimen and the fourth record of this southern
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heron in the province. Two of the previous records were also in Mpril, the thirzd
in August., MNext in line is a Snowy Eqret seen by Paul Germain on Hay 10 at Cap Pele,
Westmorland County. Three adult Little Dlue Herons were reported: 1 at Waterside
April 26 (Christie and ‘lajkas), 1 at St. Martins April 30 (Joyce Golden & iMary Ross)
and 1 at Little Dipper Harbour May 16 (ifrs. D. Harshall). It is becoming more fra-
quent i;\me spring and like the following species might nest in New Brunswick in a few
years time,

dgain 3 few Cattle Egrogs have appeared, The first were two seen near
cGowans Corner by Peter Pearce on Hay 12. They were observed by several persons’ for
several days after. One (of the same?) was seen about ten miles cast, at Lower
Jemseg on lizy 16 (Pearce & Parr). Another Csttle Egret was seen by frs. Clyde
Steayes at“Edgetis Landing, Albert County, May 13-14, Probably the same bird was
seen at Lower Cape iay 16-21 (Doug Whitman et al). O©Of our other herons, Great Blues
were back March 29 at Little Dipper Harbour (Christie & Majkas) and Saint John West
(Johnston), Greon Heron iay 8 at Hemramcook (Reid ilcHenus) and May 17 near Waterside
(Peazce & Richard Ithitman), Am. Bittern April 11 at Herramcook (McManus). No night
herons Were roported, ,

# ‘fow Canada Geese were heard overhead at Oak Point on Merch 18 (fide Stanley
Gerhem), one day after ithe traditional St. Patrick's Day arrival. B7 were seen on
the Shépody Rivor marshes on the 19th (Majkas). As the population of Snow Geese
increases the likelihood of finding them in New Drunswick, east of the main migration
route, also increases. Scveral ware reported this spring: 6 at Prince of Wales,

St. John County Jlazch 20 (Jim Dryden); 14 at Hopewell Hill, Albert Ceunty Harch 20°
(Hary Majka)s 3 at Island View, York County Apr. 29 (Parr); 3 at Lower Cambridge,
Queens County May 3 (Nettie Hoors); 1 at Bloomfield, Kings County May 11-13 (E.H,
Yorke, Christio, Johnston & Wilson),

Prior to this year we had only three provincial records of the Cotimon Eeal,
the Eurasian species which closoly sesembles our Green-winged Teal. This spring,
Cecil ‘Johnston noted onc male in 5 flock of Green-wingod Teal at Saints® Rest ifarsh,
Saint John Tlast. On the 3lst, two males were seen thére (Jonnston, Wilson and David
Smith). Later, on May 2 and 4 Pater Pearce and othors saw one at Lower Sheffield.

It was accompanicd by a fomale teal but it is impossible to distinguish femzles of
the two species.. Identificatien of the Common Teal is further complicated by the fact
that due to moulting the mnics usually can be distinguished only betwoon late November
"ahd June. An early Blue-winged Teal was at Jolicurc, Westmorland County April 8
(A1 smith). =i

Twio Shovelers wers seen at Nemramcock Apre 27 (HeManus) and a pair Hay 2 at
Germantown, Albort County (Dx. il. Majka 2nd Christic) wherc 2 paire wore seen ‘May 23
(SINC). Two male Rodheads ware reported fpr. 25 =t Sheffield (Parr). Another rare
duck, the Harlequin, yras%roportad from Pt. Lopreau, 2 on Apr. 19 (Wilson and’ Johnston).

Sea ducks bogin migrating oarly as ovidonced by 200 Common Eider flying over
Memramcook March 1 (McManus). The Memramcook valley is one route used by ducks.
passing from the Bay of Fundy to Nerthumbarland Strait. A male eidor which gbvipusly
had been migrating overland was found on the highway at iartinon, Saint John, early
on the morning of March 17 (Echstrom), Unfavorable weather may have grounded it dur-
ing the night., Released on the Bay lator in tho day, it showed no ill effects from
its misadventurs. Alan ladden reports large numbers of migrant Surf Sc on the
Bay of Chaleur. Apr. 26 he saw 8400 at Point-la-Nim, and on May 3, 20,0 tween
Campbellton and Dalhousic.
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A good number and variety of hawks were reported during the spring. Only the
highlights can be mentioned now. A Peregrine Falcon, a species now very rare in New
Brunswick, was reported March 1 at Memramcook (icManus), One Osprey arrived unusually
early, March 8 at Jemsog {Parr). The next report wo have is fApril 12 at Caledonia
Mountain (Dr. . Hajka).

The Golden Eagle was not reported in New Brunswick during the twenty-year
period, 1949-1960, Last spring (Apr. 4, 1960) 2 adults were seen flying over
Fredericton (Pearce et al). Last fall (Nov. 10, 1969) one was caught in a trap at
Wauklagen Lake, near McAdam (identified and reported by Walter Sangster). Unfortu-
nately that bird was destroyed. This spring we have a third report. Nettie Moore
and ¥illa IMacCoubrey watched two circling over Chance Harbour on fApril 30, iMiss
Moore has submitted full details of their sighting and of the individual she concen-
trated on, which was in immature plumage., Are three reports in just over a year
after a twenty year void, an indication of things to come? Only time will tell.

Amongst shorebird observations three are of special interest. Cecil Johnston
reports a Stilt Sandpiper, in breeding plumage, at Saint John West May 12. This is
e first spring migration report of this species which is very rare here in fall.
#ost of them travel north and south through the central portion of the continent.
Checks in "The Birds of Nova Scotia" and "Maine Birds" reveals no spring records
there either, The Upland Plover has been recorded once or twice a yesar recently.
This spring 4 woro at Haugerville May 2 (Pearce). Three Northern Fhalaropes (2
females, 1 male) were at Lower Jemseg iay 19 (Pearce et al), the first found inland
during spring.

Cape Tormentinc is one of the best areas in the province to see Iceland
Gulls and three (immatures) were still there as late as Hay 29 (Christie). Our other
"white gull™ the Glaucous was seon last by Hilaire Chiasson at Gloucester County.
As reported in the last number, some gulls spent the winter below Hactaquac dam,
but in most inland areas the first gull is a sign of spring. One Herring Gull had

moved upriver as far as Bath by March 19 (May firnand).

An unusually early Tree Swallow zppearsd at Browns Flat fpril 1 (Stan
Gorham)s The next date, a normal one, was fpril 14 when 5 were seon in the Jemseg
area (Melvin Moora), Other fpril swallows were B llows Apr. 26 at Deer Is-
land (Johnston) and Chance Harbour (Janice Doxter; and ngio iartins Apr. 27 at
Irishtown (Charles HcEwen),

/. few Brown Thrashers were reported, the first being one /pr. 29 at Green
Head, Saint John hlilfrod Wood), 2 pair May 10 and later st Saint John West (wilson
et al), and one Hay 10 at Penniac, where they nested in 1969 (Walter Wade). No
Hockingbirds wore reported in April or May.

The last reports of the winter's small incursion of Bohomian Waxwings were
at Riverview (13 on March 1B, 6 March 19, D, Whitman) and Hopewall Hill, Albert
camty (8 On',kmo 6. Hary Hajka).

A Loggerhead Shrike, rarc here, was seen and heard singing at Turtle Creek
npril 19 (D, Whitman)., This specios nests very rarely in the province.
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A few warblers were soen in April, e.g. 1 Palm Warbler at Deer Island fpr.
26 (Johnston), 1 Yellowthroat at Saint John West Apxr, 26 (Daxter), 1 le Warbler
at Saint John (lirs. Marshall) and 20 at Beaumont, Hestmorland County Eucusmsf on
Apr. 27, Host other warblers were seen first.on eithor May 3 or May 13, Tho data
is too numerous to quote in full but arrivals were reported May 3 at Turtle Creek
(D. ®Whitman), Hammond River (Wilson & Johnston), Saint John (D. Smith) and Jemseq
(Parr) and May 13 at Upper Moodstock (Stephen Homer), Torryburn, St. John County
(Greta Clark), Bath (Arnand), Riverview (D, Whitman) and Fredericton (N. Moore).

The first big arrivals of Robins, and tho early blackbizds and sparrows
entered the province March 27-31. £ fow wero rocorded as early as March 19-20,
Thousands of Common Grackles and Browm-headed Cowbirds were moving north along the
east side of Deor Island on April 11, (SJMC). No good estimate of the total num-
bers was made, : )

A major influx of Scarlet Tanagers was recorded in late May from many areas
(St. Andrews, Saint John, St. Martins, Moncton, Frodericton, Woodstock, Newcastle
and points between)., The first, a mele was soon Hay 13 at Gondola Point (Robt.
Hulsman & Robt. Percival), but most reports were from May 23 on. Some birds visited
feeders, othors wore found dead. This may indicato poor feeding conditions in the
wild or, more likely, arrival of birds in a2 weakened condition. Soveral found dead
have not yet been examined for cause of death. Probably connocted with this tanager
influx is the report of a new bird for New Brunswick, a Western %anﬂer. A male
was seen =t Westfield Mzy 27 by Roy Whitehead and Willard lonteith. @ bird was
seen well and described perfectly by ltr, Whitchead. ]

A male Indigo Bunting visited the feeder of Mrs. R.J. Collins at Long. Reach, d
Kings County from April 4 to 8. The bird was very dishevelled when first seen and
spent almost all the time at the feader. It may have besen carried hers by an air-
stream, 2 high level passage of tropical air which sometimes carries birds fer
north of their wsual locatien during fApril.

Wo have had several reports of Rufous-sided Tovhoes this spring: melo at
Pt. Lepreau fpr. 27 (Christie), fomalo nt Saint John West lday 23 (Johnston), mele
thore Hay 9 (Dexter), 1 at Honcton Hay 14 (Gexmain), male at Fundy Natlonal Park
Hay 22 (Peter Vass), and 2 peirs at Cummings Cove, Doer Island during May (Mildred
Jones). All observers should keep a close watch for e possibility of nesting in
New Brunswick, e :

JIPHIBIANS

Coel weather in April retarded the appearance of breeding amphibians
slightly. Stanley Gorham found the first Spotted Salamanders in 2 ditch at Oak
Pt. on fpril 12, despite scas ice on the wator. It was at least a week later
before a larger number was scon. One Wood Frog was out but not calling at Osk Pt.
fpre 20 (Gorham). The first Spring Peepers were calling at South Bay /pr. 26
(Mrs. C. Laskey) and at Browns Flat (Gorham) and. Musguash (Christie) the next day.
One Green Frog was also seen at Browns Flat fpr. 27 (Gorham). A Leopard Frog and
Ame Toad were seen by Robt Squires and a Mink Frog et Bairdsville, Victoria County.
on May 10 (W.A. Sguires).

Stan Gorham has found most amphibians scarce in the Bfown;-Flat-Oak Point
area this spring compared with his obsorvations thero for several years, The deep
frost penctration in January might have affected hibernsting amphibians, as also
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the sevare erosion along streams and citches during the February "flood."” Christopher
Majka and Bob Squires have found amphibians in apparently normal numbers in flbert
County and in western York County, respectively. (Hajka counted 46 Spotted Sala-
manders in a ditch at Osbome Corner on May 2). Possibly tho winter weather was less
severe in those areas.

FLORA

Few correspondents have reported on wildflowers. Early blooms reported were
Coltsfoot fpr. 6 =t Saint John, Dandelion fMpr. 29 at Saint John and Skunk Cabbage
Apre 29 at Hammond River (Christie). Helvin Moore found the following blooming late
in fpril, somewhere in central New Brunswick: ooth Violet (Trout Lily), Bloodroot,
Dutchman's-breeches and Mayflower (Trailing Ax-%tuss. At Moodstock Hrs. Marjorie Gray
reported Red Trillium blooming Hay 13, Wood /Anemong and Bellwort (Wild Oats) Hay 20,
Sugar Maple May 27 and Butternut May 28, Dr, Squires found Yellow Violets blooming
at fndover Hay 10. Ono of the beautiful shows of colour in the Now Brunswick country-
side is the blooming of the Shadbush or Bilberry in Hay, the white petals contrasting
nicely with copper-colourcd or deep green lecaves. Between flbert County and Saint
John the first ones were blooming May 19. The following day the full show was on.

INFORIATION WANTED

Scarlet Tanager - In connection with the tanager influx this spring we would like to
obtain the data on all tansger sightings in May and June - where, when and how many -
Indicate, if possible, the sex of the birds seen and information, where applicable,
concerning birds found dead or visiting feeders. The data is desired in an effort to
determine when and how most of the birds arrived and why some died. Observations al-
ready reported need nat be sent in again.

Peregrine Falcon, gg%ez and Bald Esglc - Due to general declines noted in the popu=
lations of the preceding three specles we would like to determine their present status
in New Brunswick. Information on these birds in the province will be welcomed,
particularly any data on nesting and its success or failurc. A forthcoming issue of

New Brunswick Naturalist will feature theso species.

Coloured Shorebirds - A study of shorcbird migration routes will include banding and
colouring the underparts of shorebizds in the Magdalen Islands and Sable Island.
Plesse report all details concerning such shorebirds, including the colour of the belly.

Colour-banded Terns - £ massive banding program is underway along the Atlantic coast,
so watch terns scon well and report any with cclourad log bands. Observe cerofully
as there are several different colour combinations.

Potential Nature Preserves - The International Diological Program is interested in
locating excellent examples of difforent types of forest, marsh, dunes, 2tc. You
are invited to suggest any fine examples of vegetation you think would be worthwhile
nature preserves. Please indicate precisoly where it is loceted so that a field
investigator can locate it.




