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The first fssue of the New Brunswick Naturalist seems to have been well re-
celved, Each day's mail brings another two or three subscriptions, so that its future
seems assured. Thanks go to all of you who have subscribed and/or sent observations;
your participation makes this newsletter possible.

For those who might like to keep the record straight, there were tuwo errors
of omission in our first number: the 193 Blue Jzys at Fredericton should havae been
marked with an asterisk (*) as a provincial record and the Am. Coot during the count
period at Grand !{anan should have had a double asterisk (##), for it was the first time
that species had been recordad on one of our counts.

WINTER WEATHER

Yo commented previously on the very mild weather of December which, assisted
by some rain, removed most of the snow that fell that month. January was just the
opposite. It was onec of the coldest on reécoxd,; on the average some 6° to 9° below
normal, depending on locality. Tho month was also extremely dry, so that the ground
continued relatively snow~froc, north at least to Chatham. Because of this, frost
penetration was very deep. The dry, cold vieather hardly could have ended more
spectacularly than it did during the story of February 2-4.

That storn saw the tomperature rise to 51° and the wind to 60 mph while 5,59
inches of rain wore falling 2t Saint John. Elsewhere the rainfall was also heavy,
though less so, and there weze severe flooding, washouts and ico jams. Only extreme
northern New Brunswick cscaped major damage. [wach of the stom's effect on wildlife may
nzver ba known.

The remainder of February was ncar normal and, beginning about the middle of
the month, some snow began to accumulate on tha ground. However, total snow cover ro=-
mained very light whon compared to normal values for February and early March.

It is prosumed that the lack of snow meant casy winter survival for Hoosc and
TWhite-tailed Deer and ground-feoding birds. The very deep frost penetration may have
caused the death of animals hibernating in the ground and more "winter~kill™ of plant-
life than usual. We would appreciate receiving information concerning such offocts.

MAITIALS

In some arcas Huskrats were apparcntly flooded from their homes dlring tho
February storm, for a flurry of reports were received, following it, of these animals
feeding or travelling along highways and strects, for example a2t Sagwa,; Kings County
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(Mrs. Bentley Kinﬁ)f,‘ Hampton (David Christic), Saint John (Frank Taylor) and Grand -
Harbour (Basil Stead). Wrifing 4t the end’of Felhruary, Mrs. Marguerite Hope repqrts tha
a iskrat had been living for{ sope t’ﬂ.me‘,in a bars at Cha:."tergville,, near Tbnﬁtot;.
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In Gloucoster County, Hilaire Chiasson reported seeing singlé Muskrats on
January 18 at Shippegan and Harch B at St..Raphacl-sur-Mer. :

On'Februsry 3 two Star-nosed ioles were reported mnderinng-abfézd,,prébably
because of flooding of their tunnels, at Szint John (Hiss Florence Christie) and East
Saint John.

The mild woather has probably had morc Raccoons and Stri Skunks on the move
in mid-winter than usual. Both were abroad on Caledonia fiountain (elev. 1200 ft.),
Albert County on Fobruary 7-8 (liajkas and Christie). They normally arc not seen there
between November and April.

Mice and shrews, very common in Albert County, were supporting a large hawk
population this winter. The Musaun has done some collecting, assisted by Chris Majka,
and found that Meadow Voles in tho fiolds and Masked Shrews and Rad-backed Velss in
wooded areas werc the most common. Short-tailed Shrows and Deer Mice were also plenti-
full L

To appreciate their abundance one had to experience it. Stepping into a field
started mice rushing away in 211 directions. During December, in the woods, the scurry-
ing and rustling of mice was socmetimes distracting when one was more interested in lis-
tening for the soft wvoices of kinglets, chickadeces or creepers. ;

Concerning another peopulstion explosion, the number of Snowshoc Hares now '
seams to have declined considerably from their high of onc to three yoars ago in southern
New Brunswick, Alan Madden reports a decline in Restigouche County alse, but Hilsiro
Chiasson says they are still very common on Miscou Island this winter. Madden suggests
that Bobcats which are fairly coemon in Restigouche County probably will begin to decline
soon due to the decreased food supply there. ‘ '

\ - there do Gra uirrels nocur? In Now Brunswick, their centre of abundance
i{s the Saint John River valley botwaan Woodstock and Oak Point but Dr. Squires, in 1955
(Wature News, Vol. VI, No. 1, p. 1), noted a report from Bathurst. He also had recoived
reports north and cast to Summerfield (Carleton Co.), Stanley, Jemseg and Honcton. Two
years ago onc was at Baltimore, Albert Ceounty (Mrs. C. Irving). Rocontly there have
becn a number of reports along the Kennchecasis River just ecast of Saint John. From
November through February at least two have been at East Riverside (Joyce Golden, Mrs,
Reg Brown) and onc in the Torryburn-Renforth area (Greta & David Clark, Joan Honxy).

And on March 19 Al Smith saw oné &t Sackville, a n2w locality for the specics. Unless
you' live in Fredericton where Gray Squirrels are very common, we would be interested in
loarning whether or not they have been scen in your aree and if so, how frequontly'.

AMPHIBIANS AND_INVERTEBRATES

One normally doesn’t expoct to scc amphibians in winter, and neither did Frére
L& Martin on January 11 when ho walked across the bay ice to aexplore Shediac Island.
But he didf * There, in an unfrozen spring, he discovered two active Wood Frogs. Although
Dusky Salamanders are known sometimes to remain active in springs or wells in New Bruns-
wick's winter months, this ie the first time we've hoard of such a thing for the Wood
Frog. That spring deserves some more visits!
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A morc usuzl find was a brown woolly bear catorpillar that wes clinging to a
grass blade 2t Hammond River on February 21, Jim and Jeen Wilson took it home and » fow
days later it pupatcd. Thoy now awzit the coorgence of the moth.

The only report we had of sea lifc being disturbed by the heavy surf during
the Fobruary storm was from !irs. Charles Laskay who found the beach ot Mow River, Char-
lotte County littered with hundreds of sea cucumbers. They had boon tossed up from
their habitat bolow the tidal zono.

2IRDS

The Saint John River, just downstrean from Mactequec Demy is boceming known as
an interosting arcs for birds. In late sumwor lerge numbers of qulls and herons have
been szen thero. This winter, after the river became largely frozen olsowhorc, numerous
ducks congregatod in tho open water below the dame On January 31 Peter Poarce cstimatod
120 Common llergansors as well as two of the rarer Hooded llergenscrs, HKormode Parr re-
ported seven Comnon Goldoneyes February 1 and Nettic floore saw 20 Black Ducks on the
2nd, A fow Great Black-backed and Herring Gulls also wero presont during this pariod.
After tha flood whon the ice broke up in many arcas the flocks dispersed but on March 7
small numbors of most of thesc species were in the area (Parz).

Relative to our discussion in the last number, the latest report received of
Canada Goase on the way south vas of 50 seen at Fredericton on January 2 (fide P,
Poarce).

The Pintail is soldem seen in Now Brunswick in winter. None were reportsd on
the Christmas Bixd Counts this yoar but Jinm Wilson sew 2 fomale at Saint John on Febru-
ary 22. [nother dabbling duck which is scarce In winter here is the Green-winged Tcal.
In addition to Christmas Count roports from Sackville and Saint John a mole was reportod
2t Waterside January 11 (ilajkas and Christic).

Birdwatchers throughout the province are familier with\the Common Goldenoye,
thae "whistler" of hunters. Less common is the Barrow's Goldenays which ncsts in
Labrador and visits this aroa in winter. Onec of the bost spots for seeing them is a
persistent open petch of water in the Cocagne River. They arc regular therc through
the winter in company with Comaon Goldencyos, On January 22 therc wero four Barrow's
at Cocagne (Christic) and on Fobruary 18 six werc seen (Roy Huntor). #r. Parr spotted
3 of this duck with about 50 Coamions at Jemseg on March 0.

The concentration of hawks noted on the Riverside-ilbcrt Christmas Count con-
tinuec through the winter, with numcrous Rod-tailed and Rough-leqaed Hawks and an
occasional Harsh Hawk being seen. These hawks were foeding on the many mice in the
arca., Therc were a lot of Reugh-legged Howks on the Tantramsr Harshes where therc also
must have boon many mice. Elsewhoro, hawk reports were few in comparison.

An unusu2l bird near Dathurst in the first weel of February wvas scen and
photographed by iir. Lawrence Powors who dic not know whet it was. From the picture, John
Baird and Poter Pearce identified it os o Virginia Rail. e have had 2 report in Decem-
bar before, but never one as late in winter as this.

fmongst gulls, a scventh species appeared with tho regulars at Courtenay Bay,

Saint John. A B_g_n_.i;garto's Gull, it was discovered by Cocil Johnston on January 11 and
vias scen by several observers et least until Harch. At times it associated closely with

its similar Europeen counterpart, the Black-headed Gull.
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In the Campobello arsa each zarly winter there is 2 concontration of Blacke
leggec Kittiwckes. This winter's Christmas Count had 6323, They werc still present on
January 25 when 2000+ werc cstimatod around Deor Island Point (Hajkas, Wilson & Christie).
On-March B not a bird wes to ke sven ('ilson & Johnston). Probably the plankton popu-
lation in the arce crashes o .2lmost nil in midewintor. This would force animals higher
on the food chain to cdisperse.

A Thick«billed iurre was seen at Lotote Jan. 25 (Christie, Hajkas and 17ilson)
and znother at Pt. Leproau Fob. 7 (¥ilson).

The number of licurning %ves in New Brunswick has increased dramatically in
the last teon years. Lorge flocks have been seen in fall, seme remeining into carly
winter when they apparently die as 2 resuli of the snow or cold. Usually there are no
reports after aerly Jenuary. Sightings this year suggest that the snow cover must be the
important factor for despite the cold the following wore scen between the 1last week of
Jenuary ‘and the boginning of iiaxch: 3 at HeGowans Corner (Nettic Hoore), 5 at Haugers
ville (Helvin Jicore), 4 ot Moncton (Doug Vhitmsn), 1 at Albert (Ford Alward) and 5 at
Upner Yoodstock (iirs. Rowena liacDonalc),

: "1969-70 was not a good winter for Snowy Owls. Since the one on Sackvilla's
Christmas Count wo have heard of only three, onc et Honcton Jan, 25 (Whitman) and 2 at
Albert Mines in late January (fids Hary #ajkz).

: *Two woodpeckers missad by the Christmas Count have bean reperted. Doug 'thit-
man saw a Yollow-shafted Flicker, s rarity in winter, 2t Turtle Creek on January 25. The
regular ME-SacEed Throo-toed Woodpocker was reported throo times in February:s 1 at
Stowart lountain, Albert Co., Feb. 2 (Mary Hajka), 1 noar Scotchtown, Queens Co., Fab.

21 (fide Lionel Girouard) and & at Havelock on Feb. 7 (Dr. Charles Doyle). The latter
report is somowhat unusual because of the number seen in a small arca. It suggests 2
" plentiful supnly of bark beetles or other food there.

© . Tt was quite surprising to hear from Hrs. Carl Small that she had seen o Trac

Swallow on the very laic date of December 7 at fhite Head, Grand lianen. It was not the

f only .such occurrence, for word cones froo Nova Scotia (via the N.S. Bird Society News-
;otiﬁz) that seversl were seen in that province until late Novenmber, one on Dec. E, and
nother till at least Jan, 25!

urray Watter’s Brown Thrasher at Perth-Andover was last seen January 17 and
a cat is suspected of being involvee vath its dissppearance. Tho thrasher at St. Andrews
disappoarad Decomboxr 27 but anothor or the same was seen in that town in February
(fide Willa MacCoubray).

In some winters Bohomian Wasxarings make consldorable invasions to castern
paxrts of the continent. Often there will be a smaller "echo" invasion in the year
following, Last winter was one of the biggest incursions cver. This year there are
records from tho lloncton and Frodericton arces, e.g. 11 'at Fredericton Jans 1 (N.
Moore), 30 there Jan. 7 (iiss Dorothy Sleep, fide Parr), S at Rivervicew Jan. 15 (Whit-
man) and 40 at iloncton Jan. 24 (Doyle). Very often the birds are found feeding on
multiflera rose hips. Cocdar Haxwings have alse been ssone 1 at Saint John Ifest Jan.
25 (Doris Johnsten), 1 3% Beimont, St. John Co. Feb, 8 (Eldon Fletcher), 1 ot Fredericton
about Feb. 20 (Thoresa Poarce), and about 20 there Fob. 26 (Mrs. J.M.B. McFadgen, fide
Parr).
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Warblers wore not recorded on the Christmas Counts, but a Hyrtlec Warbler
was sean at 3 feeder in Fredericton Jan, 7 (Peter Pearcc)s onc in poor condition was
taken indoors at 2 Marysville feedor in the first woek of February, but it died (lirs.
John Peterson, fide Parr), [rs. Carl Small had a Yellow-broasted Chat visiting her
feeder at Whito Head, Grand Manan from Dec. 19 ti11 ot least Jan. 1,

Brown-headed Cowbirds survived quite well in areas whore they were visiting
fecders, but Eiiiﬁre EIEiEE were sffected by the cold. Threo at Willa MacCoubrey's
in St. Andrews mct the following fates: 1 caught by a cat Dec. 27, 1 believed to have
diad from the cold Jan. 6 or 7, and 1 taken indoors on Jan. 9 (put out of misery on
Feb, 25) autopsy showed sovere frostbite camage to the legs,

Single Rusty Blackbirds, as scarce as orioles in winter, weroe reported at
Fredericton Dec. 27 (Nettic Moore), Nashwaaksis to Fob, 3 (Boverley Schneidor), East
Riverside Dzc. 15 (Jayce Golden) and Renforth Jan. 7 (Joan Henry).

A Rickcisscl survived the winter at St. Andrews (HacCoubroy) as did one at
Saint John West (Janico Doxter), Anothor at Cummings Cove, Deer Island (soon March 8
by Wilson & Jchnston) probably c¢id too.

There were decreases of most finches as winter progressad and as the supply
of tree seeds became roduced. Pino Grosbeaks were reported as numercus in the Froderic-
ton (Pearce, Parr) and Salisbury (ikrs. B.F. iundle) areas during January while Whito-
winged Crossbills were conspicuous about Saint John {various observers) in the same
period. Both spocies declined in February. Red bills were not reported after carly
January in the southern areas where they were in Deconbor but one was scen on Hareh 8
at shippegan in the northoast (Chiasson). Evening Grosbeaks, however, remained
relativoly steady in numbors throughout the winter.

The Common Redpoll was the finch this winter. It is a spocics which in Now
Brunswick normally feeds mostly on small troe scods, such as those of the aldors and
birches, Tho supply of thesc was small this wintor and the birds fad commonly on grass
and weed seeds in ficlds and marshes end at readsidcs. In a winter of normal snow depth
this food source weuld become unavallable by mid or late Decenber but this year it served
well until ot least mid-Fobruary in the southern part of the province. Scme large flocks
were reported, ¢.g9. 1000% 2t HcGowsn Corner Jan. 18 (Pearce), 500 at Sheffield Feb. 8
(Parr), 200 ot Lako Utopia Feb, 7 (llrs. H.C. Morehousc), 125 at Memramcook Feb. 7 (Reid
HeManus). then the snow finally begen to accumulato Redpolls began to visit feeders.
Between Feb. 22 and tho middle of Harch soveral calls were received 2t the Museum from
persons who had nover noticed the birds bafore. The first reported at a feeder waes on
Feb. 18 (Christic). Host homes in Seint John had from 3 to 15 birds, but at lcest one
had a flock of 40. They were also visiting feodors in Fredericton, Moncton and St.
Andrews, Pinc Siskins ancd Am, Goldfinches which were generelly scarce all winter appear=
ed with the Rodpolls at some fooders.

The gocd numbers of sparrows reported on Christmas Counts wintered fairly
well, at feeders at least. Rufous-sided Towheos generally de not survive long into
January but of this year's birds at least four were reported much later. Two which
appeared at Ketepec; St. John Ccunty about December 10 were seen until the last week
of February (Mrs. Neil Sparks), a female was seen at Spruce Lake, St. John Co. on Feb, 9
(¥rs. Richard Nelsen) and another female first seen at Salisbury on Doc. 9 was still
prese7t March 2 (lMrs. B.F. Mundle),
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THE MARITIME PROVINCES NEST RECORDS SCHEME

The Maritimes Nest Records Scheme was begun in 1960 under the
direction of Dr. A.J. Erskine of the Canadian Wildlife Service. It is one
of a number of cooperative regional programs for gathering nesting in-
formation, for example in Canada there are also the Newfoundland, Quebec,
Ontario, Prairie and British Columbia schemes. Here are the answers to
some questions you may have about such an organizations

1. V¥hat is a Nest Records Scheme? It is a means for assembling in one
place information on bird nests and broods which otherwise might be
unrecorded or scattered through the field notebooks of many workers,
and which might never become available to other bird students.

2. How does the scheme oporate? The central office sends out forms,
about the size of z postcard, upon which observations may be record-
ed. Once a yoar, all completed cards are sent in to the central
office for filing, and a report, summarizing the year's contrie
butions, is sent to all cooperators.

3. What use will be made of the cards in the Scheme? Persons inter-
ested in studying a given species can write in to this Scheme, as
well as to those operating elsewhare, to request the loan of the
cards for that species. Thus, much larger amounts of information
are available for breeding studies than might be collected by one
person. Furthermore, each card filled in is a permanent record of
breeding distribution, and the Schame may very rapidly provide more
information upon actual nests of 2 species than is published in all
the literature to date.

4. How can I, a2s one interested in birds, help in the Scheme? You write
in to the central office requesting cards, which are mailed out to
you. You fill in details in the appropriate places for each nest
found or brood seen, and send the completed cards to the office by
October 1st each year, together with a request for the number of
cards you expect to require for the next year. You only need to be
able to identify the birds you see nesting, and to accurately re-
cord what you see, to participate in the Nest Records Schema,

5. Should I fill out cards for all nests, even those I visited only
once? Yes, a single nest record card should be filled out for every
nest of which the species is identified. Even where only one visit
is made to a nest, thet raport is a2 permanent record of that species
having nestc” in that locality, basides providing information on
nesting chronolegy. It is, of course, preferable to visit nests
more than once, when that is possible, though precautions should
always be tazken not to asttract undue attention to tho nest, lest
predators destroy it.

6. Where is the office? All correspondence and requests for cards and
other information should be addressed to the Maritimes Nest Records
Scheme, New Bruns%lck: 277 Douglas Avenue, Saint John, N.B. Your
participation would welcomed.

David S. Christie
COORDINATOR




