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Here begins the New Brunswick Naturalist, a newsletter for all those
interested in the natural history of the province. Six numbers per year are
planned. Your notes and suggestions will be most welcome. Subscription will
be $1.00 per year. '

CHRISTHMAS BIRD COUNTS -

. What does a mild, snow-free early winter do to birds? It let's a lot of
them remain in New Brunswick later than usual and it allows strays to survive
until Christmas Count time. These wore noticeable characteristics of our Bird
Counts this winter, giving rise to a record number of species on several counts.

‘ In the northern half of the province the ground generally was covered
with snow but not deeply so, vhile in the south, snow was prosent for only a fow !
days. The first real storm of the winter left deep snow on Dec. 19, Along tha -
Bay of Fundy it wes removed by rain on thc 22nd. A second storm, beginning Dec.
26, turned to rain and tho ground was bared across zll of southern New Brunswick
on the 27th., With little cold weather (mean December temp. about 69 above normal),
the Saint John River was almost entirely ice-free for the Jomscg count, while d
there was much open water at Saint John and 2 bit at Fredericton. The mildness
also méant very little ice on the sca at Cape Tormentine and other areas along the
northeastern coast.

A racord 24 Christmas Counts were taken this wintor, 1nc1ud1ng seven in
northern Now Brunswick, where therc never have been morc than two in one year
before. All the counts lasted at least six hours except for onc made at sea from
the Grand ianan boat, where a longer count was impossible. All told, 205 partici-
pants observoed for 387 party-hours (on foot and by cary boat,; and snowmobile)
and at 78 bird feeders and reported 59,212 birds of 104 specics. An additional
5 species were seen curing the Christmes count period.

“'Among the unusual species not normally with us in December were Pied-
billed Grebes, Canada Geese (several counts), Ring-nccked Ducks, Am. Coot, Killdeer,
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Hermit Thrushes, Rusty Blackbirds, Chipping Sparrows
and Whito-crowned Sparrows. Lingerers morc often with us included Great Blue Herons,
Green=winged Teal, Hooded lMerganser, Mourning Dove and Belted Kingfisher.

Regarding geese, it is interesting to note the background to their appeqr;
ance on several Christmas Counts. Al Smith reports that goose numbers were high
in all three Maritime Provinces this fall. Canadian Wildlife Service aerial surveys
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in Novémber spotted 27,796 in the Meritimes. In December when they normally re-
cord geese only along the south coast of Nova s::otia, the survey talliéd 4100
geese in Prince Edward Island and }560 along the north shére of Nova Scotla.
Weather prevpntef! an aerial survey of New Brunswick i Decomber, - {’

We co have relwant Now Brunswick data supplied by Alan Madden whe reports
that Lorne Stymicst saw about 6000 gecse at Bathurst on Dec. 13 About 2000
were in the .sanctuary there, the remainder werc flocks seon flying towards Tabusin-
tac. The last geese at Bathurst worc scon Dec. 24 (75-100) and Mr. Stymiest's
brother noted a2 large concontration at Tabusintgc on Dec. 20.

As these many gecse around the Gulf of St. Lawrcnce finally moved out in
late Dccember they were scen on the bird counts.

A few birds scen fairly regularly in wintor here werc found in areas be- -
yond their usuil range, for cxamplo, Common Loon at Fredericton, Buffleheads at
Dalhousic, Bathurst, Capc Tormentine, and Riverside-Albert, Common Scoters at Cape
Tormentine, Ring-billed Gulls a2t Dalhousie, Drown Thrasher at Perth~Andover and
E. Headowlark ai 3hippegan Island,

Bohomian Waxwings were scen at Frodericton and Moncton, but it is doubtful
that we will have another big invasion like last year.

After a“very good fall for Dickcissels and Rufous~sided Towhees, both
were found on the counts; 5 Dickcissels wore at St. Andrews and 4 at Eastport-
Campobello; 3 Towhoos wero at Frodoricton: During the count period there were
also 3 Towhoes and 3 Dickcissels at Saint John and 2 Dickcissels at Fundy National
Park.

*

. ‘Mice have boen very common in southeastern New Brunswick this winter. As
a result there have been some hawk concentrations: at Sackville, 33 Rough-1egged
Hawks; at Riverside-Albert, 10 Red-tailed Hawks, 6 Rough-legs and 2 ifarsh Hawks,

With respect to our usuel water birds, very fow Purple Sandpipers were re-
corded this year (perhaps just a coincidence) while Black Ducks, Bufflcheads,
Common Mergansers, and Iceland (note rccord 476 at Shippegan), Great Black-backed
and Herring Gulls 2ll seemed to be more common than usual,

fimongst landbirds, Halry and Dowmy ¥%oodpeckers, Bluc Jay, House Sparrow,
Common Grackle, and White-throated (record 25 at Saint John), Fox and Song Sparrows
were recorded in higher than usual numbers. Golden~crowned Kinglet numbers were
very low this year while Blackecapped and Borecal Chickadees, Red-breasted Nut-
hatch, Brown Creeper, and Slate-colourad Junco wore lower than average.

It was a high year for Common Redpolls (though only about half 1968's
numbers) and White-winged Crossbills (mainly southecastern N.B.). Evening: Gros--
beaks we:}e about average and tho remainder of the finches were more or less scarce.

Snow Buntings and Northern Shrikes werc,; respectively, bolow average and
average in southern New Brunswick, but both zppear decidedly more common in the
north, It will be 2 number of years before we have encugh information from
northorn Now Brunswick to make any statements about what the usual species and
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numbers are there, It is, therofore, most pleasing to have such a good number
of northern counts submittod this winter. If thoy continue we will learn much
about birds there, as we have during the last ten years in thoe south.

NEI _BRUNSWICK-DEC. 20, 1969 TO J/N. 1, 1970

Note
The following abbroviations have boen useds

*® record high for the province

ok first time on 2 provincial count
454 record high for the arca

Robin first time for that area

(Underlining is uscd only for areas where at least 4 counts have been made)

Perth-findover - Dec., 30; B a.ms to 5 p.n.; sunny & cold; temp. 15%; wind N9, 10 mph;
15" packed, crusted snow; water frozeny 2 observors in 1 party. Total party hours,

95 total party miles 12 (3 on foot,; 10 by car).

Ruffed Grouse, 1; Rock Dove, 20; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; Blue Jay 20; Common Raven, 403
Common Crow, 11; Black-capped Chickadee, 30; Boreal Chickadee, 53 Brown Thrasher, 1lj
Starling, 43 House Sparrow, 25; Common Redpoll, 15; ¥hite-winged Crossbill, 15;
Slato-colourec Junco, 20; Tree Sparrow, 6; White-throated Sparrow, 1; Snow Bunting, 25.
Total species 17, about 240 birds. (Seen in count period, Goshawk, Dowmny Yood=-
pecker, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Evening Grosbeak). Gordon C. Cook, Hurray E,

Watters (compiler).

Blackville - Dec. 25; 10 a.m. to 7 pe.m.; cloudy, becoming snowy; temp. 30°; wind NE,
20 mphj ground almost barc of snow; 1 observer. Total party hours, 8 (6 on foot,
2 by car); total party miles 25 (6 on foot, 19 by car).

Canada Goose, 400%; Common Goldeneye, 5; Cooper's Hawk, 1 (no details submitted);
Sharp-shinned Hawk, 2; Spruce Grouse, 7*; Ruffed Grouse, 5; Great Horned Owl, 1;
Snowy Owl, 1; Barred Owl, 2%; Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Hairy Woodpecker, 2; Downy
Hoodpecker, 1; Gray Jay, 10; Blue Jay, 7; Common Raven, 123 Common Crow, 3; Black-
capped Chickadee, 7; Rod-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creceper, 1; Golden-crowmed
Kinglet, 2; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 2; House Sparrow, 2; Evening Grosbeak, 7;
Pine Grosbeak, 15; Snow Bunting, 11. Total species 26, about 510 birds. Norman
S. Stewart (compiler).

Hoodstock - Dec. 29; 8.40 a.m. to 3,40 p.n.; cloudy & cold; temp. 30°; wind 25 to
mph, very gusty; little snow (bare patches); streams & rivers frozeny 5 observers
in 2 parties; 5 at feedors. Total party hours, 7% (3/4 on foot, 6 3/4 by car);
total party miles 132 (1 on foot, 131 by car).
Rock Dove, 105; Hairy Woodpecker, 3; Downy Woodpecker, 4; Blue Jay, 73 Common
Raven, 19; Common Crow, 70; Blackecapped Chickadee, 21: White-breasted Nuthatch, 53
Robin, 2; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 90; House Sparrow, 483; Brown-headed Cow-
bird, 14; Evening Grosbeak, 13; Pine Grosboak, 23; Common Rednoll, 203 American
Goldfinch, 20:; Tree Sparrow, 2; Snow Bunting,; 1. Total spaecies 19, about 913 birds.
(Seen in count period, hawk sp., Hairy Woodpecker, Common Grackle, Slate-coloured
Junco). Hrs. Lucy Dyer, iirs. David Fry, Ken Homer, Stcphen Homer, Murray Hubbard,
lirs. Rowena MacDonald, }Miss Jane Spcer (compiler), Hrs. Robert Speer, Mrs. Cecil
Stewart, Mrs. Charles VWebb,
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Fredericton - Dec. 26; 8 2.m. to 4 p.m.; clear, snow storm late P.M.; temp. 2%-22°;
wind NE; 6-30 mph; 1 foot snow, water 95% frozen; 15 observers in 12 parties; 12 at
feeders. Total party hours, 48} (18 3/4 on foot, 29% by car); total party miles
328 (42 on foot, 286 by car).

Comaon Loon, 1; Common Goldeneye, §; Barrow's Goldeneye, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 13 Ring-
necked Pheasant, 2; Herring Gull, 33 Rock Dove, 687; Hairy "oodpecker, 25%; Dovmy
Woodpaecker, 28; Gray Jay, 13; Bluc Jay, 1933 Common Raven, 121; Common Crow, 180;
Black-cappec Chickadee, 166; Boreal Chickadee, 8; White~breasted Nuthatch, B8; Red-
breasted Nuthatch, 6; Brown Creeper, 1; Robin, 16; Bohemian "axwing; 63 Northern
Shrike, 2; Starling, 2267; Housc Sparrow, 2404; Baltimore Oriole, 1; Rusty Blackbird,
1; Common Grackle, 18; Brown-headed Cowbird, 5; Evening Grosbesk, 1763 Pinc Gros-
beak, 1; Common Redpoll, 249; Pinc Siskin, 113 Americen Goldfinch, 5; Red Cross~-
bill, 1; White-winged Crossbill, 8; Finches sp., 4; Rufous-sicad Towhee, 3%; Slato-
coloured Junco, 563 Tree Sparrow, 73; Ithite-ciowned Sparrow, 1; '"hite-throatod
Sparrov, l; Song Sparrow, S; Snow Bunting, 31. Total species 41, about 789% birds.
(Scen in count period, Bald Eagle, Great Black-bzcked Gull, Hermit Thrush). Hrs, M,
Acheson, B, Bartlett, . Baucr, Dr., G, Clayden, J, Claydan, S. Clayden, A.A. Doan
(compiler), A.G. Dean, Miss A.H. Dean, Miss L.i. Doan, H. Deichmann, T. Dilworth,
D. Fowler, K. Fowler, H. Krauso, Iliss J. LeBlanc, #rs. W.R.D. McNeill, M. Hoore,
Miss N. Hoore, A. Horais, D, Noble, D.K. Parr, K. Pitcairn, W.A. Squires, firs.

WA, s@hes, A Varty, I.N. Varty.

Jemseq = Dec, 205 8.15 a.ms to 5.00 hemej overcast a.m., 20% clear by late p.m.:
tomp, 30°-26°; wind W, 10-15 mphy 11" fresh snow, most froshwater open; 8 observers
in 4 parties; 2 at feeders. Total party hours, 18% (2 on foot, 16} by car); total
party miles 180 (2 on foot, 177 by car),

Black Duck, 1; Common Goldeneye, 30; Common Herganser, 15 Rough-legged Hawk, 23
Ruffed Grous2, 3; Herring Gull, 6; Rock Dove, 3; Heiry Woodpecker, 53 Downy Wood-
pecker, 55 Gray Jay, 4; Blue Jay, 26; Common Raven, 14; Comrmon Crow, B; Black-capped
Chickadee, 45; Boreal Chickadee, 3; White-broasted Nuthatch, 2; Robin, 1j Starling,
123 Housc Sparrow, 263; Red-winged Blackbird, 1; Brewn-headed Cowbird, 33 Pine
Grosbeak, 113 Common Redpoll, 55; Slato-coloured Junco, 175 Tree Sparrow, 55; White-
throated Sparrows; 7; Song Sparrow, 33 Snow Bunting, 85; birds sp., 4. Total specics
28, sbout 692 birds. (Scen in count period, Great Black-backed Gull). H. Deichmenn,
M. Moore, D.K. Parr; P.A. Pearce (compiler), Dr, & Hrs. W.A. Squires,

McAdam - Dec. 273 10.00 2.m, to 4.00 Peia3 claar & cool; temp. 22°; wind W, 5-10 mph;
little snow, ground frozen; 2 obscrvers in 1 party; 1 at feeder. Total party hours,
6 (2 on foot, 4 by car); total party miles 20 (2 on foot, 17 by car).

Bald Zagle, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 2; Hairy ‘loocpecker, 6; Downy loodpecker, 4; Gray Jay,
1; Blue Jay, 10; Common Raven, 173 Common Crow, 6: Black~capped Chickadee, 5; Vhite-
breasted Nuthatch, 1; Robin, 2; Starling, 2; Red-winged Blackbird, 10%; Evening
Grosbeak, 7; Pine Grosbeak, 3; Common Redpoll, 2; Treeo Sparrow, l. Total species,
17, about 81 birds. J.VW. Sangster, Jr., J.!. Sangster, Sr. (compiler).

Dalhousic = Doc. 203 9,50 z.m. to 4,00 p.m.; hozvy overcast, snowed 10,00 to 12,003
temp. 2_00; wind 20 mph; light snow cover, depth 6"; salt water 80X open; 2 observers
in 1 party. Total party hours, 6 (1 on foot, 5 by car); total party miles 39

(3 on foot, 36 by car).

Canada Goose, 503 Common Goldeneya, 115; Barrow's Goldenays, 3 Bufflehead, 4; Red-
breasted Merganser, 2; Glaucous Gull, 1; Great Black-backed Gull, 50; Herring Gull,
62; Ring-billed Gull, 50; Gulls sp., 128; Black Guillemot, 1; Rock Dove, 43
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Hairy Yoodpecker; 1; Blue Jay, 93 Common Raven, 3; Common Crow, 1j Black~-capped
Chickadee, 12; Borezl Chickadee, 1; Golden~crowned Kinglet, 2; Housec Sparrow, 80;
Brown-headad Cowbird, 503 Common Redpoll, 80; Snow Bunting, 200, Total species,
22, about S10 birds. Alan ladden (compiler), Annctte Madden.

Jacquet River - Dac. 305 9 a.me to 4¢15 p.me; cold & clear; temp. 129-14%; wind NV,
20 mph; freshwator frozen, little snow in most places & hard; 1 observer. Total
party hours, & (5 3/4 on foot, # by car); total party miles 15 (8 on foot, 7 by car).
Common Goldeneye, 14; Oldsquaw, 50; Common Merganser, 83 Iceland Gull, 11; Great
Black-backed Gull, S5j Herring Gull, 165 Black Guillemot, 2; Rock Dove, 8; Blue Jay,
2; Common Raven, 7; Common Crow, 23 DBlack-capped Chickadec, 3; Boreal Chickarcleg; 1;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 7; Housc Sparrow, 103 Common
Redpoll, 93 Total species 18, about 159 birds. (Scon in count period, Red-breasted
Herganser, Pine Grosbeak, Slatc-colourad Junco, Snow Bunting). Fr. Jean-Paul Lebel
(compiler).,

Bathurst,~ Dec. 315 8 2.m. to 4.30 pemas cloar sky, sunny 211 day; temp. 30°; wind
10 mphj; ground covered by onc foot of snow, salt wator oxtremely rough; 2 observers
in 1 party. Total party hours, 8 (7} on foot, 1 by car); total party miles 25
(10 on foot, 15 by car).

Bufflchcad, 3; ducks sp., 200 (probably Surf Scoters); Common iierganser, 24; Great
Black-backee Gull, 75; Herring Gull, 15; Black Guillemot, 2; Rock Dove, 383 Hairy
Woodpecker, 4; Blue Jay, 4; Common Crow, 14; Black-capped Chickadee, 21; Red~
breasted Nuthatch, 2j Starling, 94; House Sparrow, 124; Evening Grosbeak, 4: Pine
GrosSeak, "6'; Cormmon Redpoll, 15; Slate-coloured Junce, 1j; Snow Bunting, 20. Total
species, 19, about 696 birds. (Seen in count period, Canada Goosc). Ronald Godin
(compiler), Fr. Flaurence LeoBreton.

Shipoegan Island - Dec. 263 B.15 aum. to 3.45 p.m.; Sunny, cloudy, light snow;

tomp. 85-235; wind 0-10 mph; ground covered by snow, water partly frozen; 2 observers
in 1 party. Total party hours, 7¥; total party miles 104 (1 on foot, 103 by car).
Common Goldeneye, 303 Oldsguew, 4; Common Eider, 3; Common Merganser, 1; ducks sp.,
263 Iceland Gull, 476*; Great Black-backed Gull, 1227 Herring Gull, _g; Rock Dove,
183 Blue Jay, 4; Common Raven, 9; Common Crow, 30; Black-capped Chickadee, 13
Northern Shrike, 3; Starling, 298; lHouse Sparrow, 69; Eastorn licadowlark, 1; Common
Recpoll, 65; Snow Bunting, 52. Total species, 19, about 1278 birds, {(Scen in

count period, Spruce Grouse), Hilaire Chiasson (compiler), fille. Rosc-Aline Hacha.

Kouchibouguac National Park = Jane 15 $.15 a.m. to 4,20 pume; clear; temp. 89-20°;
wind Nif, 0-15 mph; bare ground in open, crusted snow in woorls, lagoons and rivers
frozen; 4 obscrvers in 1 party, Total party hours, 7 (2 on foot, 5% by car);

total party ailes 102 (2 on foot, 100 by car).

Black Duck, 50; Oldsquaw, 38; Red-breasted Merganser, 1; cucks sp., 303 Great Black-
backed Gull, 43; Herring Gull, 99; Rock Dove, 7; Gray Jay, 6; Blue Jay, 4; Common
Raven, 181%; Black-cappad Chickadee, 7; Boreal Chickadec, 8; Brown Creeper, 1;
Golden-crovned Kinglet, 1; Northern Shrike, 3; Starling, 15; House Sparrow, 298;
Pine Grosbeak, 1j Common Redpoll, 41; ited Crossbill, 2; Uhite-winged Crossbill, 13
finches sp., 13; Snow Bunting, 192; bird sp., 2. Total spocies, 21, about 1044 birds).
David Christie (compiler), Chris ilajka, Mary Hajka, Dr. }. iajka,.

Cape Tormentine - Dec. 227 8.00 a.m. to 4,00 p.me; overcast with snow flurries a.m.
intermittont rain pume: tomp. 259-359; wind MW, 10-15 mph; 2-6" snow on ground; fresh
wator frozen, salt wator opon; 3 observers in 2-2 parties, Total party hours, 13

(6 on foot, 7 by car); total party miles 101 (S on foot, 92 by carg.
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Common Goldeneye, 14; Bufflchead, 1; Oldswuaw, 60; Common Eider, 4; Common Scoter, 6
Hootled Merganser, 1l Red-breasted Merganser, 53 diving ducks sp., 200; Rough~legged
Hawk, 1; Glaucous Gull, 12: Icecland Gull, 151; Great Black-backed Gull, 53; Herring
Gull, 135; Ring-billed Gull, 62%; Black-headed Gull, 1; Rock Dove, 2; Bluc Jay, 3C;
Common Raveng 15; Common Crow; 233 Black-capped Chickadee, 193 Boreal Chickadocy 63
Robin, 13 Northern Shrike; 23 Ste rlmg, 43 House Sparrow, 136; Evening Grosbeak, 14j
Pine Groskbezk, 38; Common Rodpoll 172: Yhite-winged Crosskill; 28; Slatce-coloured
Junco, 4; Troo Sparrow, 13; Song Sparrow; 23 Snow Bunting, 151; fringillids sp., 6.
Total species 32, about 1332 birds. Ron Hounsell, Al Smith (compxler), Jon Van Zoost.

Moncton = Doc. 263 8 2.m. t0 5 peme; €loar @.m.,; overcast p.m.; temp. 159-25%; wind
0-10 mph; 2 " snow on ground, brooks flowing; 17 observers in 8 partics; 3 at feoders.
Total party hours, 53 (40 on foot, 12 by car); total party miles 257 (28 on foot,
229 by car).

Black Duck, 203 diving ducks sp., &; Gosheavk, 1; Red-tniled Hawk, 1; Rough~legged
Hawk, 1; Ruffod Grousc, 9; Ring~neckod Phessant, 133 Iceland Gull, 29; Great Black-
backed Gull, 2363; Herring Gull, 1334; Ring~billed @(ull, 1; Rock Dove, 199; Hairy
¥Yloodpecker, 105 Downy Woodpecker, 85 Gray Jay, 5; Blue Jay, 165; Common Raven, 1463
Common Crow, 64; Black-capped Chickadeo, 94; Boreal Chickadea, 10; White-breasted
Nuthatch, 2; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 25 Robin, 63 Golden-crownod Kinglet, 6; Bohemian
Waxwing, 14; Starling, 575: Housc Sparrow, 1958; Common Grackle, 3; Evening Grosbeak,
58; Purple¢ Finch, 103 Pine Grosbeak, 90; Common Redpoll, 305; Pine Siskin, 30;
American Goldfinch; lj Mhite-winged Crossbill, 16; Slate-coloured Junco, 48; Tree
Sparrow, 26j Vhita-throatod Sparrow, 1; Song Sparrow, 2; Snow Bunting, 6. Total
specics 40, about 5648 birds, (Secen in count period, Cooper's Hawk**, Pileated
Hoodpecker, Redwinged Blackbirc!) HMrs. R.R. Brown, Peter Cook, Donald Cormior, !ir.
& Mrs. Henry Comior, Sylvio Cormier, Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Dobson, ifr. & Mrs. John A4,
Fraser, Hrs. iarguerite Hope, Fred Lloyd, Reid lcManus; iir. & Hrs. Alan fladden,
Chris Majka, Mark Hajka, Dr. & irs. M. Majka, Doug Whitman (compiler)y Rick "hitman.

Sackville = Doc: 21; 7.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.; mostly sunny; tomp, 15°-22°; wind NN,
5=-10 mphj; snow covor, most fresh water frozen, salt water open; 7 observers in 6
parties; 8 at feaders. Total party hours, 31 (213 on foot, 4 by ski-doo, 5% by car);
total party miles 159 (26 on foot, 10} by ski-doo, 122 by car).

Great Blue Heron, 1; Canada Goose, 1; Black Duck, 134; Green-winged Teal, 1; Common
Nerganser, 35; Sharp=-shinnod Hawk, 1; Rough~legged Hawl, 33; Bald Eagle, 1; Sparrow
Hawk, 1; hawk sp., 1; Ruffed Grouse, 1; Ring-necked Pheasant, 28; Great Black-
backed Gull, 193 Herring Gull, 237; Rock Dove, 723 Snowy Owl, 1; Hairy Hoocpecker,

43 Downy Hoodpecker, 6; Hornced Lark, 73 Gray Jay, 2; Blue Jay, 55; Common Ravens 111;
Common Crow, 42; Black-capped Chickadoe, 37; Boresl Chickadeo, 103 White~breasted
Nuthatch, 5§ Robin, 2; Golden-crowncd Kinglet, 13 Starling, 252; House Sparrow, 547;
Red~winged Blackbird, 13 Common Grackle, 123 Drown=headod Cowbird, 3; Evening Gros-
beak, 153 Pinc Gresbeak, 20; Common Reodpoll, 160; Yhito-winged Crossbill, 41;
Slate~coloured Junco, 163 Troe Sparrow, 12; Whitc-throated Sparrow, 1; Fox Sparrow, 1l;
Lapland Longspur, 2; Snow Bunting, 40; song birds sp., 82. Total specios 43, about
2057 birds. Bill Black, !irs. H. Burke, Gordon Burns, firs. Roger Calkins, John
Clark, Paul Dean, Hinrich Harries, lirs. L.P. Harris; Reic #icHanus, Hre. D. HcPhail,
Ted Pulford, lirs. A.J. Smith, Al Smith (compiler), Jon Van Zoost.

Riverside~Albert - Dece 21; 8 a.m. to 5 p.ne; clear; temp. 10°-25%; wind 0-2 mphj
ground bare, running watcr open; 14 obscrvers in 4 partics; 3 at feeders. Total
party hours 27 (11 on foot, 16 by car); total party miles 160 (12 on foot, 148 by
car).
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Red~throated Loon, 26%; Great Blue Heron, 1; Black Duck, 4095 Common Goldeneys, 39;
Bufflechead, 1; Rod-breasted Horganser, 5; duck sp., 60; Goshawk, 1; Red-tailed
Hewk, 10%; Rough-leggec Hawk, 63 Marsh Hawk, 2; Ruffed Grouse, 3; Purple Sandpiper,
45; Glaucous Gull, 1; Iceland Gull, 17; Great Black-backed Gull, 7; Herring Gull, <03
gulls sp., 30; Mourning Dove, lj Hairy Woodpecker, l; Downy “oodpecker, 93 Gray Jay,
27%; Blue Jay, 64; Commcn Raven, 54; Common Crow, 18; Black-capped Chickadec, 203
Boreal Chickades, 20; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 43 Brown Creeper, k; Robin, 33 Goldan-
crowned Kinglet, 73 Northorn Shrike, 1: Starling, 404; Housc Sparrow, 1913 Common
Grackle, 4; Brown-heacded Cowbird, 2; Evening Grosbeak, 63 Pine Grosbeak, 263 Commen
Redpoll, 2603 Pinc Siskin, 10; Am. Goldfinch, 15 Rel Crossbill, 6; thite-winged
Crossbill, 43; Slate-coloured Junco, 4; Troc Sparrow, 83 White-throated Sparrow, 5
Fox Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow, 7; Laplend Longspur, 25%; Snow Bunting, 51; birds sp.,
57. Total species 48, about 2046 birds. (Scen in count poriod: Canada Gooseg,
Sharp-shinned Hawk, Ring-neckod Pheasant.) David Alward, Ford Alward (compiler),
Mark Alward, David Christio, Reginals Duffy, Sue Fullerton, Alan Madden, Annctte
Hadden, Chris Hajka, ierk Hajka, Hary ilajkay, Dre /. Mejka, Thomas Norman, James
Quinn, Dale Tingley, Billy White, lirs. Percy Wilbur.

Fundy Natiocnal Park - Dec.20; 7 a.,m. to 4245 p.m. Snow flurrics in a.m., overcast
p.M.j temp., 320to 25°; wind '/, 5-15 m.psh. Fresh, hoavy snow (6" at coast, 15" in-
land), freshwater frozen. 4 observers in 2 parties; total party-hours, 11 (7 on
foot, 4 by car); total party-miles, 78 (7 on foot, 71 by car).

Red-throated Loon, 3; Great Blue Horon, 1; Canada Goose, 343 Black Duck, B3 Common
Goldecneye, 63 Goshawk, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 2; Ruffed Grouse, 23 Great Black-backed
Gull, 2; Herring Gull, 26; Downy Foodpecker, 23 Horned Lark, 5; Gray Jay, 9; Blue
Jay, 10; Common Raven, 8; Common Crow, 2; Black-capped Chickadee, 13; Boreal Chicka-
dee, 73 White-breasted Nuthatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 1; Robin, 1; Golden-crowned King-
lot, 4; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 30; House Sparpow, 50; Common Grackle, 3;
Brown-headed Cowbird, 2; Common Redpoll, 2; VWhite-winged Crossbill, 103 Slate-colorad
Junco, 2; %hite-throated Sparrow, 4; Fox Sparrow, lj Song Sparrow, 2; Snow Bunting,
18. Total species 34, about 274 birds. (Seen in count poriods Hairy Woodpecker,
Red-breastec Nuthatch, Dickcissel.) David Christic (compiler), Chris Majke, Mary
Najka, Roger Roy.

St. lartins ~ Dec.28; @ a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Fog, light mist, occasional drizzlos
tems. 429; wind SE, 10 m.p.h. Ground muddy; freshwater partly frozen. 2 obsarvers
in 2 parties, 2 at foeders, Total party-hours, 8% (6% on foot, 2 by car); total
party-miles, 29 (9 on foot, 20 by caxr).

Black Duck, 36; Common Goldmneye, 5; Ruffed Grouse, 2:Glsucous Gull, 2; Great Black-
backed Qull, 63 Herring Gull, 61; Ring-billed Gull, 4; Yellow-bellied Sapsucksr, 4%;
Heiry Woodpecker, l; woodpocker sp., 13 Gray Jay, 8; Bluc Jay, 3; Common Raven, 53
Common Crow, 12; Black~capped Chickadee, 1; Boreal Chickadeo, 123 Red=-breasted Nut-
hatch, 1; Brown Creeper, 13 Robin, 1; Starling, 3; Housc Sparrow, 63 Common Grackle,
20; Brown-headed Cowbird, 14; Evening Grosbeak, 3; Purple Finch, 53 Commen Redpoll,
20; Pinc Siskin, 2; fm. Goldfinch, 8: Vhite-winged Crossbill, 2; Trce Sparrow, 43
White-throated Sparrow, 13 Fox Sparrow, 1: Song Sparrow, 1j birds
Spsy 6s Total specics 32, abcut 262 birds, (Scen in count period: Purple Sand-
piper.) Frances Bradshew (compiler), Jim Bradshaw, Stuart Duncan, Eve Harper.

Saint John - Dece27; 6:45 a.me. to 4520 p.m. Ovorcast with showers and drizzlej
temps 359 to 49°; wind 3, 30 m.n.h., gusting regularly to 50. Scattered patches of
snow; lakes frozen, numerous open arcss in rivers. 15 observers in 9 parties; 30
at feeders. Total party-hours, 42% (203 on foot, 22 by car); total party-miles,280
(15 on foot, 265 by car).



=

Pied-billed Grebe, 3*¥; Great Cormorant, 6; Canacda Gooss, 50; fallerd, 1; Black
Duck, 2663 Green-winged Teal, 1; Ring-necked Duck, 20%; Common Goldeneys, 262
Buffleheac; 27; Comnmon Scoter, &3 Common liergansar, 42%; Red-breasted iHercanser, 4;
ducks sp., 8; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 1; Glaucous Gull, 4; Iceland
Gull, 45; Great Black-backed Gull, 13123 Herring Gull, 5690; Ring-billed Gull, 3;
Black~headed Gull, 2; Rock Dove, 154; Hairy Woodpecker; &; Dovmy Woodpecker, 183
Gray Jay, 2: Blue Jay, 20; Common Raven, 62; Common Crow, 107; Black-capped
Chickadee, 134; Boreal Chickadee, 12; "hite~breasted Nuthatch, 1; Red-broasted
Nuthatch, 5: Brown Creeper, 1; Robin, 43 Golden-crowned Kinglet, 63 Starling, 472;
House Sparrow, 511; Red-winged Blackbird, 23 Common Grackle, 6:; Brown~headed Cow=-
bird, 303 Evening Grosbeak; 20; Pinc Grosbeak, 153 Common Redpolly 10; Pine. Siskin,
133 slata~coloured Junco, 203 Tree Sparrow, 1ll; White-crowned Sparrow, 2%: Ihite-
throated Sparrow, 25%; Fox Sparrow, 7; Seng Sparrow, 63 birds sp., 100. Total
species 49, about 9539 birds. (Seen in count period, Common Loon, Great Blus Heron,
Goshawk, Killdeer, Northern Shrike, Dickcissel, Red Crosshill, “hite-winged Crossbill,
Rufous-siced Towhee, Snow Buntina). FHrs. A.R. Abell, iirs. G.G. Anglin, Fred Brock,
Helen Brown, Mrs. C.H. Cameron, Rosamond Campbell, Hrs. S. Cathline, David Christic,
(compiler), Florence Christio, Davic Clark, Grota Clark, Shirley Colguette, iirs.

ReAs Cowan, iirss E.J. Cram, Henrik Deichmann, Janet Daxter, iirs. i.J. Duffy, Eldon
Fletcher, Mrs. J.A. Gillies, W.C. Godarc, Joyce Goldon, Irene Gorham, Stanloy

Gorham, lirs. A.R. Goucher, Frances Hayes, Grace Hayss, Joan Henry, !irs. G.L. Hunter,
Cecil Johnston, iirs. Charles Laskey, ilrs. G.E. Logan, lrs. W.R. lMathers, Bill
O'Brien, iir. & lirs. R.G. Pearce; Gordon Redstone, !lary Ross; Harion Sherweod,

firs. WeJ, Siion, Carle Smith, David F. Snith, Ray Tanton, Ian Trenwith, Alice
flatters, Jim 'Yilson, Vilfred Vood.

Leorcau - Dece 283 7.30 aeme to 5.10 p.mej clear a.m.j overcast p.m.3 fog in

carly a.me: temp. 420-50°; wind '/, O~5 mph; ground bare, lrkes frozen, rivers opens
7 observers in 2-3 particsy 1 at feedor. Total party hours 174 (4% on foot, 13 by
car); total party miles 965 (5% on foot, 91 by car).

Common Loon, $; Red-throated Loon, 55 Red-necked Grebe, 155 Herned Grebe, 313
Great Cormorant, 7; Canadz Goose, 23 Black Duck, 121; Common Goldencys, 84; Suffle-
head, 103; Oldsquaw, 30; Common Eider, 197; thiteo-winged Scoter; 25 Surf Scoter; 6;
Common Scoter, 37; Red-breasted ilerganser, 23; cduck sps; 1; Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1
Bald Eagle, 1j Marsh Hawk, 1; Glaucous Gull, l; Iceland Gull, 2; Great Black-
backed Gull, 57; Herring Gull, 545; Dlack-legged Fittiweke, 133 Razorbill, 63
Dovekie, 13 Hairy Yoodpocker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 1j Gray Jay, 9; Common Raven, 61
Common Crow, 1263 Black-capped Chickadee, 4; Boreal Chickadee, 8; Red-breastod
Nuthatch, 5; Brown Creeper, lj Robing 1; Northern Shrike, 1; Starling, 863 House
Sparrow, 8; Common Grackle, 23 Pine Grosbeak, 7; Common Redpoll, 603 Red Crossbill,
4; Yhite-winged Crossbill, 14; Troo Sparrow, 13y Swamp Sparrow, li Sparrow sh.,

1; bird sp., 2. Total species 45, ahout 1728 birds., Arthur Callaghan, David
Christie (compiler), John L. Holman, Cecil Johnston, Chris Hajka, iHary Hajka,

Dr. M. Majka, Jim Wilson,

Pennficld-Beaver Harbour = Dec. 263 7.45 a.m. to 3 p.m.; overcast; tomp. 1673

nd E, ; ground arecy 3 observers in 2 partics. Total narty hours © (2 on
foot, 7 by car); total narty miles 17 (2 on foot, 15 by car).
Hallard, 10%; Bufflehead, 233 Common Eidor, 103 Great Black-backed Gull, 14; Herring
Gull, 330; Hairy Woodpocker, 2; Downy Voodpecker, 4; Blue Jay, 53 Common Raven, 1;
Commen Crow, 503 Blackecapped Chickadee, 15; Red-breasted Nuthatch, 3; Robin, 1;
Sterling, 46; House Sparrow, 72; Trec Sparrow, 3; Field Sparrow, 3 (no details sub-
mitted); thite-throated Sparrow, 33 Fox Sparrow, 1; Swamp Sparrow, 3 (no details
submittad); Song Sparrcw, 2. Total species 21, about €01 birds. Seen in count
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/“ period, Black Duck, Comiwon Goldeneye, Rec-tailed Hawk, Ruffed Grousa, Hermit Thrush,
g Common Grackle., GCaef. Morchouse, fire & FHrs. H,C. Fiorehouse, -

‘St._jndrovs « Doc. 26; B a.m. to 2.30 p.m.; heavy clouds; temp. 16% ealsy ground
Bare, freshwetor frozen, tldal waters open; 8 observers in 4 parties; @ a2t feeders,
Total per ty hours 22%; total perty miles 183 + (4% on foot, 178 by cas).

Common Locn, 23 Horned Grebe, 1; Great Cormorant, 1; lallard, 2; Black Duck, 90;
Greater Scaup, 64; Common Goldeneye, 5; Bufflchead, 463 Vhite-winged Scoter, 13;
Surf Scoter, 123; Comnon iierganser, l; Red-breasted lerganser, 33 Great Black-
backed Gull, 67; Herring Gull, 290; Rock Dove, 75; Hairy Yoodpeckar, g Dosmy Wood-
pecker, 12; Gray Jay, 5; Bluc Jay, 48; Common Raven, 2j Common Crow, 111; Black-
cappec Chickadee, 983 Boreal Chickadee, 5; Whito-breasted Nuthatch, 13 Red-breasted
Nuthatch, 1; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 8; Ruby-crownoed Kinglet, 1; Starling, 229;
House Sparrow, 164; DBaltimore Oriole, 3%; Common Grackle, 5; Brown-headed Cowbird,
12; Dickcissel, 5*; Evening Grosbeak, 47; Pine Grosbeak, 4; Common Redpoll,

Pine Siskin, 49; /merican Goldfinch, 64; Slate-coloured Junco, 17; Tree Sperrow, 10;
Chioping Sparrow, 55 (ne dotails submitted); "hiteo-throated Sparrow, 123 Fox
Sparrow, 1j Swamp Sparrow, l; Song Sparrow, 8; Snow Bunting, 12. Total species

47, about 2580 birds. (Seen in count period, Oldsquaw, Common Eider, Common Scoter,
Purple Sandpiper, Brown Croeper, Rusty Blackbird, Purplc Finch, VWhite-winged Cross-
bill). - Mrs. Hollis Bartlett, iliss Jacqueline Davis, lirs. Ann Hall, Mrs. Donald
Johnson, liiss H.W. MacCoubrey (compiler), Miss Mabelle HacCoubrey, lir. & iirs. ‘
Normen llais, liiss Georgic Mears, iirs. Fred Nutter, lr. & Mrs. Gordon Perry, Dr. J.E.
Rigby (compiler), lrs. Donald Ross, Dr. & Hrs. Richard Saunders, Mrs. Spaulding,
Dr. AlbBert Tylery ilr. & lirs. David Walker.

Eastpert-Campobello - Dec.23; 7 2.m« to 4 pam.  5/10 cloudy; tempe 320; wind NW, 15
Mp.h. Ground bare; salt and fresh water open. 2 observers in 2 parties; 1 at
foeders, Total party-hours, 9 (4 on foot. 7% by car, 1 by boat); total party-miles,
110 (2 on foot, 101 by car, 7 by boat).

Common Loon, 8; Horned Grebe, 15; Great Cormorant, 243 Hallard, 2; Black Duck; 458%;
Greater Scaup, 8; Common Geldeneye, 513 Bufflohead, 377%; Oldsquaw, 454; Common Eider,
8; White-wingec¢ Scoter, 12; Common ilerganser, 13; Red-breasted llerganser, 13; Red-
tailec Hewk, 2§ Bald Eagle, 2; Sparrow Hawk, 1; Ruffed Grouse, 2j Glaucous Gull, 53
Iceland Gull, 11; Great Black~backed Gull, 2763 Herring Gull, 2858; Ring-billed Gull,
19; Black-heaced Gull, 3; Bonaparte's Gull, 197%; Black-legged Kittiwake, 6323; Thick-
billed iurre, 2; Dovekic, 12; Black Guillemot, 1; Common Puffin, 2¥%; Hairy Yood-
pecker, 1 Bluc Jay, 6; Common Raven, 413 Common Crow, 80; Black-capped Chickades, 10;
Boreal Chickadee, 23 Robin, 63 Worthern Shrike, 1; Starling, 49; House Sparroviy 1173
Baltimore Oriole, 1; Common Grackle, 1l; Brown-hcaded Cowbird, 263 Dickcissel, 4;
Common Redpoll, 27; ¥hite-winged Crossbill, 123 Slate-coloured Junco, 55 Tree SparTow,
93 Song Sparrow, 1; Total species 48, about 11,578 birds. Rov. Charles Dorchester,
William Towmsznd (compiler),

Grand ilanan - Dec. 26: 8,00 a.m. te 4.30 p.m.; overcast - blizzard starting at

3.00 pem,.3 tomp. 22°~28°; wind SE-E, 20-50 mphj; ground barc to 3.00 p.m., light
snowing covering to 4,30 p.m.3 froshweter frozen; 1 observer: 1 at
feeder. Total party hours 8% (1 on foot, 7% by car); total narty miles 67 (1 on
foot, 66 by car).

Common Loon, 2; Red-throatod Loon, 1; Horned Greba, 6; Great Cormorant, 63%; "
Canada Goose, 31j; Black Duck, 46; Greater Scaup, 6; Common Goldeneyo, 12; Bufflehead,
213 Oldsquaw, 5; Common Eider, 8; Surf Scoter, l; Red-breasted lferganser; 293
Rough-leggec Hawk, 13 Bald Eagle, T; Pigoon Hawk, 13 Purple Sandpiper, 8; Great
Black-backed Gull, 7803 Herring Gull, 5,600; Black-legged Kittiwake, 60; alcids sp.,
17; Dovekie, 9; Black Guillemot, 33 Rock Dove, 13 Downy Woodpecker, 1 Blue Jay, 16;
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Coanen Ravan, 52; Common Crow, 57; Dlack-caeppad Chickacee, 9; Horeal Chickadeg, 1z
Rebin, 2; Starling, 77; House Sparrow, 67; Red-winged Slackbird, 1; Rusty Slackbird, 1;
Common Grzckle; 2; Brown-headed Cowbird, 7; American Goldfinch, 20: Yhite-winged
Crossbill, 2: Slate-colourcd Junco, 1; Treo Sparrow, 123 Chipping Sparrow, 2iF;
vhite~throated Sparrow, 2; Song Sparrow; 4; bird sp., 19, Total specics 44, about
7067 birds. (Seen in count period, [lallard, Ring-nocked Duck, lthite-winged Scoter,
Anerican Coot, Glaucous Gull, Iceland cull (Yunlicn'si, Razorbill, Thick-billed

[urre, Belted Kingfisher, Ror-hreastad Muthatch; Northern Shrike, Eastern Heodowlark,
Evening Grosbezk, Pine Grosbozk, Savennzh Sparrow. P.A. Poarce (cowiler).

Granc fanan Channel (fron deck of iL.V. Grand lznan) Dece 305 12.45 pum. to 2.05 p.n.
clear and sunny, unrestricted visibility; temp. 26"; wind M, 15-20 mphe 1 Observer.
Tetal party hours 1.3, by boat; total narty miles 15, by beat.

Great Black-backed Gull, 5 Herring Gull, 28; Black~loggod Kittiwake, 21; Razorbill,
14; alcids sp., 11, Total species 4, 79 birds. P.A. Pearce.

THE FIISSING

Species reportad on counts during 1960-8, but not in 1969 were: Brant (68),
Pintail (67), Canvasback (61), Harlecuin Duck (63), King Eider (67), Broad-winged
Hawk (64), Peregrine Falcon (68), Gray Partridge (60-86, 68), Am. Woodcock (65),
Sormon iurre (63-4), Hawk Owl (61-2), Short-cared owl,(61,63,66), Bolted Kingfisher
(61,65,68), Yellow-shafted Flicker (66), Dlack-backed Three-tood Woodpecker (63),
Northern Thrac~toec Woodnecker (64), 'Minter Wren (61), tiockingbird (65-6,68), Variced
Thrush (65), Hernit Thrush (67), VFater Pipit (68), Codar Waxwing (68), byrtle =
Warbler (61-2,64-8), Palm Warbler (66), Cardinal (67), Savannah Sparrow (67-8).

The follewing were recorded during the count period in those years, but ﬁot
in 19695 Fulmar (67), Ruddy Duck (65), Common Snipe (65), Scree:hOwl (62), Saw-whet
Ovl (65-6), Yellow-breasted Chat (61,63). ;

NUIBER OF SPECIES

Species variety is 2 rather unimportant result of the Christmas Bird Counts,
It tends to be morc a reflection of the amount and finesse of the observers' offort
than of the number of species actually present. In 1960, with 140 party-hours and
26 feeders, six counts produced 65 specios. This has increased regularly almost every
year sinca,.

This year, Saint John had the most species, 49 (less than usual, due to
weather of the 27th). A number of other counts had spacics totals in the nmid-to
high-forties, record counts for all of them. Riverside-Albert (48), Sastport-Campo-
bello (48) =nd St. Andrews (47) wore closc behind Saint John. If one considers land-
bird snecies only, Fredericton and Riverside-Albert, each with 27, and Sackville,

35, have the highost counts.

In northern Now Brunswick, where all the counts were ono perty efforts,
Blackville reports the nost specics, 26. 'ith groater coveragc most northern counts
probably would have from 25 to 35 species, occasionally more.

It is interesting to speculato what variety might be scen on counts like
Eastport-Campobello and Grand flanan, if coverage werc as complete as in the city
areas. Surcly thoy would havé the greatest variety in the province, in the neigh-
bourhooc of 5565 species,




Natural Science Dept.,
How Brunswick useun,
277 Douglas Ave.

Szint John, N.3:
February 12, 1970

Dear Naturalist:

Attached is the first issuc of tho New Brunswick Naturalist, a new newsletter

which we hope will become = means of communication among persons interested in the

natural history of the province.

We are planning to have six numbers a year. BMNumber one contains tho Christmas
Bird Counts: number two will be issued in 'iarch nad will include winter observations
of mammals, birdé, amphibians and any other phases of natural history for which in-
teresting material is available - the woather comes cuickly to mind! Send in your

observations now.

This newsletter will contain ebservations of intorest primarily to naturalists,
whereas in jluseun iiemo, we will be having more formal articles of interest both to

naturalists and the general nublic.

To cover the cost of the New Brunswick Naturalist we arc asking $1.00 per
year subscription. (Payment should be mado to "Tho New Brunswick luseum" and directed
to the Natural Science Dept.) e plan to distribute it froc to regular contributors
of information, in return for their offorts in docunenting our natural history.
However, to ensure success, we hopa that even some regular correspondents will assist

with the cost, if they feel they are able.

Sincerely,

David S. Christie
CURATOR




