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Co-Presidents’ Report:
As we implemented our new governance structure with two co-presidents in place, 
2016 was an overall busy year for Nature NB. It saw our retreat April 1st to 3rd, 
the development of our new strategic plan, and some new program ideas that our 
Executive Director has been working hard to implement. At an organizational lev-
el, Nature NB has seen strong growth, which necessitates some exciting changes, 

such as the hiring of a communications staff person.

Our retreat was a constructive event: we invited representatives from all nature clubs in the 
province and additional resource people, and everybody invited came (36 people). This made 
for some very lively discussions resulting in a strong re-affirmation of our mandate of educa-
tion and conservation, and some great new ideas for the organization to implement. Our new 
strategic plan is a direct outcome from the retreat.
Nature NB, in 2016, has continued with many of our strengths, and we have also expanded our 
nature-supporting role into new areas. Some highlights from 2016:

• We delivered species-at-risk programs and engaged students via curriculum-based activities;
• We involved New Brunswickers in citizen science;
• We are starting to facilitate the participation of naturalists in Festival of Nature-type events 
during other times of the year;
• We continued to engage constructively with governments on advancing biodiversity conser-
vation;
• We continued collaborating with Nature Canada as intervenors on the Energy East file;
• We presented to the federal hearings on the Environmental Impact Assessment process;
• We are engaging with nature organizations from across Canada, through the leadership of 
Nature Canada, to provide support and pressure around the federal government’s target on 
protected areas;
• Board members are active on files such as Energy East, Marine Protected Areas, the forestry 
file, the Biodiversity Collaborative,

We would like to thank our outgoing board members, Colin Pyette, Ruth Rogers, and Nathalie 
LeBlanc. And we want to especially thank Gart Bishop, who has served on the Board of Di-
rectors for more than 25 years (over a quarter century!), during which time he has served as 
representative of Nature Sussex (formerly Kennebecasis Naturalist Society), editor of the NB 
Naturalist, president, and past president.

Respectfully submitted,
Sabine Dietz (sabine.dietz@bellaliant.net)
Donald MacPhail (dm@qcca.ca)
Co-presidents



2016 Board of Directors
Co-Presidents
Sabine Dietz, Donald Macphail
Past-president
Gart Bishop
Treasurer
Ruth Rogers
Secretary 
Joel Butler 
Directors at large 
Roger Leblanc, Mike Lushington, Andrew 
Macfarlane, Paul Mansz, Paula Noel, Nathalie 
Paulin and Colin Pyette

Nature NB Staff
Executive Director: Vanessa Roy-McDougall
Program Coordinator: Melissa Fulton
Education Coordinator: Emma McIntyre
Stewardship Coordinator: Amanda Didychuk
Species at Risk Director: Lewnanny Richardson
Climate Change Officer: Adam Cheeseman
Communications Coordinator: Nicholas Carter/Paige LeClair
Summer Students: Anthony Sulpizio, Sarah Badibanga, Geneviève Richardson, Donna Haché

Nature NB Committees
Thank you to all the individuals who assisted and helped Nature NB be effective and ef-
ficient throughout the past year:
Policy Committee
Ruth Rogers (chair), Roland Chiasson, Colin Pyette.The Policy Committee is established to ad-
vise the Board on policy issues as needed.
NB Naturalist
Paul Mansz (chair, editor in chief ), Joel Butler, Gart Bishop, Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Nathalie
Paulin, Don MacPhail, Denis Doucet. The NB Naturalist Committee is established to plan the 
overall direction of the NB Naturalist.
Finance Committee
Ruth Rogers (chair), Jim Wilson, Sabine Dietz, Donald MacPhail Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Paul 
Mansz.
The Finance Committee oversees the financial management of Nature NB
Mary Majka Scholarship Committee
Jim Wilson, Roger LeBlanc, David Christie, (Vanessa Roy-McDougall)
Club Relationship Committee
Colin, Roger, Roland, Vanessa, (plus resource people)
Nominating Committee
Gart Bishop, Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Don MacPhail, Paula Noel
Strategy Development Committee
Sabine Dietz, Don MacPhail, Mike Lushington, Paul Mansz, Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Colin
Pyette
Membership Fee Committee
Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Ruth Rogers, Paula Noel, Don MacPhail
MyNatureNB Contest Committee
Vanessa Roy-McDougall, Paula Noel, Selma, Don MacPhail, Nathalie Paulin, Joel Butler, Den-



Executive Director’s Report:

Dear Nature NB members and supporters,

2016 was a year of growth for Nature NB. As we embarked on new projects, 
such as our climate
change adaptation initiative, our staffing needs also grew to include six full-time staff 
members.
In addition to our Climate Change program officer, Nature NB was fortunate to be able 
to hire a Communications Coordinator. This position is key to increasing Nature NB’s vis-
ibility in both traditional and new media and allowing us to better share our story with 
all New Brunswickers.

In the upcoming year, we will continue to work toward our goal of fiscal diversification 
by developing and promoting a new donor program. This program will involve actively 
sharing our story with those that share our common values of nature celebration and 
conservation and nurturing relationships with foundations and long-time donors. We 
will also continue to strengthen our relationship with our local nature clubs who are at 
the heart of our naturalist community.

Our mission to educate and conserve remains at the core of what we do and I continue 
to look for opportunities to remain relevant, proactive and accessible to all New Bruns-
wickers. I invite you to connect with us whether it be through social media or our natural 
history publications and hope you continue to support our important work.

Sincerely,
Vanessa Roy-McDougall
Executive Director



Programs
Nature Education
Education is at the core of Nature NB’s 
mandate and mission and in 2016 we 
continued to reach adults and youth across 

New Brunswick with our various programs. Our youth 
programs, which cover a wide variety of topics and are 
interactive and curriculum-relevant, reached over 2000 
youth (French and English). At the high school level, 
Nature NB created a botany-themed program that invited 
students to develop practical skills in plant identification 
in the lab and in the field. In partnership with Nature Canada, we’ve been able to offer even 
more outdoor experiences to youth in New Brunswick through the National NatureHood 
program (http://naturecanada.ca/what-we-do/naturehood/). We’ve witnessed a steady 
increase in interest for our junior citizen science programs which give kids concrete ways 
in which they can help wildlife by collecting information about natural history in their 
communities. We are committed to growing our youth-focused programs by keeping 
them interesting, relevant and accessible to all New Brunswickers. 

Our NatureKids NB program has continued to see significant growth over the past year 
with five new clubs in Bathurst, Caraquet, Hampton, Campbellton and Sackville. Nature 
NB provides ongoing support to our leaders by connecting them with local naturalists 
and promoting their monthly events. We secured funding to create an “equipment box” 
for each club that includes nature guides, binoculars, GPS units, magnifying glasses 
etc. To support the club programs, we developed four seasonally-themed educational 
booklets that provide leaders with programming suggestions, resources and activities 
that they can undertake on their own.

Biodiversity Conservation
Along with our general education programs, Nature NB also spent time developing and
delivering workshops that allow participants to play an active role in helping wildlife. Our
PlantWatch workshops outlined how participants can submit local data to a national 
scientific initiative that investigates how plant blooming times are being affected by 
climate change. Our Birds, Bees and Butterfly workshops showed participants how 
to make their backyard wildlifefriendly. We also continued to offer “wildlife structure” 
workshops such as building mason bee houses and bird houses.

In 2016, Nature NB partnered with the Saint John Naturalists’ Club to embark on a 3-year
project that will support SJNC’s long-time migratory bird work at Point Lepreau Bird
Observatory and Greenlaw Mountain Hawk Watch, as well as support a comprehensive
migratory bird education campaign targeting both the general public and industry.
Nature NB continued to highlight the Important Birds Areas program through onsite 
educational visits to Kouchibouguac, Wolfe Island and Mount Carleton.



Species at Risk
The Nature NB species at risk program focuses on protecting the coastline 
and the endangered Piping Plover through monitoring and education. The 
program was active on 33 beaches in the Acadian Peninsula in 2016 with 
Nature NB staff monitoring more than 18 banded plovers throughout the 
season. In all, 43 pairs of plovers hatched 104 eggs and fledged 49 young.

We also took the species at risk program to many parts of NB, doing hands-on work-
shops about bees, bats, swallows, and woodpeckers. The workshops were delivered 
to all ages. Among our conservation efforts, staff and volunteers removed more than 
23 garbage bags of trash, equating to 250 kg, from coastal areas around the province. 
We also purchased a drone to take aerial photographs, enabling us to monitor erosion 
and other situations along the provincial coastlines. Activities like ATV use on beaches 
and dunes and other negative activities can now be made 
clearly visible to us. 

In addition to Piping Plover, staff also surveyed the Gulf of St-
Lawrence Aster, a rare plant and monitored the Tracadie Dune 
Common Tern colony as well as the northern New Brunswick 
population of Chimney Swifts through Bird Studies Canada’s 
Swift Watch program.

Climate Change Adaptation
Nature NB helped coordinate a climate change adaptation project with various aca-
demic, government, and NGO partners in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward Island. This project aims to create tools that can help communities work with 
nature to address inland flood risks. In 2016, Nature NB worked with partners to col-
lect data, produce maps, and develop new partnerships in order to advance the proj-
ect. Once developed, these tools will help decision makers identify what natural areas 
are most important in protecting their communities from flooding.

In addition, Nature NB provided various outreach presentations and workshops aimed 
at educating Maritimers about the importance of working with nature to help adapt 
to climate change. A variety of new education materials are being prepared for the 
upcoming year to raise awareness about this project and the importance of natural 
areas, such as wetlands and forests, in reducing flood risks.



Partnerships
Nature NB continues to be a strong advocate for partnerships within the 
Environmental Non-Government Organisation community. In 2016, we 
worked alongside both local and provincial conservation organizations to 
further our mission and work towards a strong environmental movement 
in New Brunswick.  

Among these partnerships is a multi-stakeholder initiative called GetOutside!NB. This 
program aims to encourage New Brunswickers to enjoy the outdoors, within the con-
text of parks and protected national areas, while also learning about New Brunswick’s 
natural heritage. In addition to our own educational programming, Nature NB has 
continued to partner with other members of the Sustainable Education Alliance for 
Great Minds Think Outside. This initiative is a hands-on, curriculum-linked, outdoor 
professional development program that provides teachers and educators with the 
skills, tools, and resources they need to teach their students outside – whatever the 
subject matter!

Nature NB has been very involved with the New Brunswick Environmental Network. 
Staff and board members participate in the Biodiversity Collaborative, Sustainable 
Education Alliance, Forestry Collaborative as well as other working groups. Our par-
ticipation in these groups allows us the opportunity to interact with a variety of stake-
holders including government and industry.

Advocacing for Nature
Nature NB has long been an advocate for conserving nature in New Brunswick, and we 
continue to be a strong and balanced voice for nature. Our strategy has always been 
to use education as our tool for guiding decisions and in 2016 we actively participated 
in discussions around forest conservation, marine and terrestrial protected areas, and, 
in collaboration with Nature Canada, we became an intervenor for the National Energy 
Board hearings on the proposed Energy East Pipeline.

Communications
In an effort to continue our growth as an organization and remain relevant in the 
ENGO community in New Brunswick, Nature NB took the step to hire a communica-
tions coordinator. The goal of this position is to ensure that all our communications 
are relevant and consistent with our mission and mandate, and it will allow us to focus 
our efforts on finding new ways to reach all of New Brunswick nature enthusiasts.



Festival of Nature 

In 2016, Nature NB co-hosted our annual Festival of Nature with the Restigouche Natu-
ralist Club and 52 Weeks of Flight nature club in beautiful Dalhousie, NB. Over 100 natu-
ralists visited Restigouche County and took part in more than 40 field trips led by local 
botanists, ornithologists and nature enthusiasts. Among the highlights, were visits to 
some of the most important ancient fossil beds in North America and the natural beauty 
of the Bay of Chaleur. Funds raised through the event and silent auction were shared be-
tween Nature NB and the local clubs and allows each group to continue to promote New 
Brunswick’s unique natural history.



Financial Statement
ASSET

Current Assets

York Credit Union Shares Non Profit $5.00

York Credit Union (Reserve) $41,648.80

York Credit Union (Operations) $3,166.94

Omista Savings $6,636.75

Investment Bond Beater $72,812.60

GIC One Year 23,904.94

Total Cash $148,175.03

Accounts Receivable $112,917.71

HST 50% Rebate Receivable $3,189.91

Total Receivables $116,107.62

Prepaid Expenses $1596.00

Total Current Assets $265,878,65

TOTAL ASSET $265,878.65

LIABILITY

Current Liabilities 

Acounts Payable $24,737.32

Salaries Payable $0.00

EI Payable $0.00

CPP Payable $0.00

Federal Income Tax Payable $0.00

Total Receiver General $0.00

WCB Payable $355.36

HST Paid on Purchases $0.00

Prepaid Membership $490.00

Deferred Revenue $67,819.68

Total Current Liabilities $93,402.36

TOTAL LIABILITIES $93,402.36

EQUITY

Retained Earnings

Retained Earnings (Previous Year) $170,542.89

Current Earnings $1,933.40

Total Retained Earnings $172,476.29

TOTAL EQUITY $172,476.29

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $265,878.65



Insurance $1,569.00

Bank Service Fees $279.73

Equipment $8,298.67

Equipment Maintenance $691.08

Fundraising Expenses $5,072.57

Greenlaw Mountain Hawkwatch $1,000.00

Total General Expenses $143,591.93

TOTAL EXPENSE $375,813.26

NET INCOME $1,993.40

EXPENSE

Total Payroll Expense $232,221.33

GENERAL EXPENSES

Professional and Contracts $36,825.45

Accounting $5,068.48

Translation $2,772.67

Legal and Audit $30.00

Advertising and Promotions $227.10

Seminars and Workshops $4,546.30

Project Support $2,956.50

Memberships and Subscriptions $687.87

Meals $1,295.04

Travel and Lodging $34,141.69

Travel-Board $0.00

REVENUE

Total Federal Government $161,250.93

Total Provincial Government $110,958.34

Total Private- Non-Gov’t. $81,345.31

Total Sales $142.67

Total Memberships $4,107.50

Total Donations $7556.50

AGM Revenue $8,389.00

Registrations $130.00

Other $658.07

Interest Earned $1,303.34

Fundraising Revenue $1,905.00

TOTAL REVENUE $377,746.66

Income Statement



Financial Contributions
Thank you to our funders for their financial support


