
If you think you have found an animal that is actually hurt or abandoned, please call the 
Atlantic Wildlife Institute at 506-364-1902. 

For more information on wildlife, visit: 
www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/natural_resources/wildlife.html

Feeding Wild Animals

Leave Wildlife Alone
People who interfere with wildlife are well-intentioned. However,
“helping” wild animals is often detrimental to their health and safety.
The best action is to leave wildlife alone and enjoy animals from 
a distance.

Wild animals that are fed by humans may:
• Lose their natural fear of humans. 
• Become nuisance animals.

‰ For example, bears accustomed to receiving 
handouts can become food aggressive.

• Attract predators, causing a safety concern 
for people and pets.

• Spread disease and parasites.
• Be more likely to be injured by human activity.

Wildlife as Pets
Keeping wildlife as pets:
• Is illegal.
• Can spread diseases like 
Salmonella and rabies.

• Is difficult or impossible due to 
animals’ specific needs.

• Impacts populations.
‰ For example, turtles mature
slowly and removing them from
the wild greatly decreases breeding
opportunities.

• Can become a nuisance when 
the animal becomes too big or 
aggressive to care for. They 
cannot be returned to the wild.

Domestic Animals 
and Wildlife
Let’s keep both safe
• Keeping cats and dogs on leashes
prevents injury or death to your
family pet.

• Unleashed or unattended cats and
dogs can injure or kill wild animals.
‰ Domestic cats are the #1 cause 
of bird deaths in Canada. 
‰ Dogs can kill deer, especially 
during the winter when they are
vulnerable and females are 
pregnant.

Cats can also be leash-trained. 
Learn how here: 
www.spcans.ca/documents/
LeashTraining.pdf

“Rescuing” Baby Animals

All baby animals should be left alone. 
They are well-adapted to their environment
and although they may seem helpless, their 
parents are often nearby and attentive.

Fawns and Moose Calves
• Are left alone for several hours to avoid
attracting predators.

• Should not be moved as it can be 
very difficult to reunite them with 
their mothers.

Baby Birds
• Can be found 
on the ground 
for several days 
when learning to fly.

• May starve if you move them away from
their parents.

Do not remove a baby bird from its habitat, 
even if you’ve touched it. It is a myth that 
human scent will cause parent birds to 
abandon their young.


