
 Mary Majka Scholarship Fund – Annual Report 2015 
 
Nature NB was pleased to announce the establishment of The Mary Majka Scholarship Fund in 
June of 2014 to honour the legacy of Mary Majka, one of its founding members and President 
(1980-84). Its purpose is to further youth engagement with nature and our natural heritage, 
which was one of Mary’s primary interests. 
 

The Mary Majka Scholarship Committee was created later in 2014 to provide general oversight and periodic 
recommendations on the operation and direction of the Fund, to Nature NB. 
 
The Fund is open to New Brunswick students from middle school to those attending an undergraduate 
program. It is hoped that annual awards can be granted ranging from $250 to $1,000, depending on the 
number of applicants and funds available. 
 
Two types of scholarship are offered: 
 

 The first could be awarded to a student who is or will be studying in the field of natural sciences with 
an interest in nature and the environment. This would be conveyed as a study scholarship. 

 

 The second could be awarded to a youth wanting to further their knowledge in the natural sciences 
and would be given as a contribution to cover specific expenses such as participation in a workshop. 

 
An information brochure was circulated to provincial schools and universities to inform staff and students of 
the opportunity. The annual deadline for applications is March 31st. 
 
The brochure was also made available to the general public in an effort to encourage donations to the Fund. 
 
Fifteen students applied by the 2015 deadline. The Scholarship Committee met in April to review and evaluate 
the applications and to determine the number of awards that might be possible given the current balance of 
funds on hand. 
 
The Committee recommended that one study scholarship should be awarded in 2015 to Mr. Jake Lewis of 
Rothesay, for an amount of $500.00, and this was announced at the Festival of Nature in Sackville on June 6th. 
 
Jake will be a third year student at the University of New Brunswick Saint John this fall and is working on a BSc 
in Mathematics with a minor in Biology. He has a passion for nature, especially insects, and has worked several 
summers as a zoological assistant at the New Brunswick Museum. He has already made several significant 
insect discoveries, including a first for Canada. He is presently developing at least two scientific papers detailing 
these discoveries for the Journal of the Acadian Entomological Society. 
 
Jake hopes to enter a graduate level program in Bio math after earning his Bachelor’s degree. 
 
Nature NB is proud to support Jake’s studies and congratulates him on his accomplishments to date. 
 
Donations to the Mary Majka Scholarship Fund can be made online or by cheque through the Nature NB office 
in Fredericton at 924 Prospect Street, Fredericton, E3B 2T9. Information brochures are available online at the 
Nature NB website. Nature NB is a New Brunswick non-profit, charitable organization and charitable receipts 
are issued. 
 

- Jim Wilson 
June/15 


