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Black-Capped Chickadee

Blue Jay

↑↑ Description: The distinctive features are the 
black cap, white cheek and black bib. The back is 
a greyish color with buff colored sides. In early 
spring the sides can appear almost pink but it 
fades to buff as the year progresses.

Habitat: Deciduous and mixed woods, clearings, 
suburbs, and urban areas.

Call: The most common calls are Chick-a-dee-dee-
dee or dee-dee-dee and fee-bee or fee-bee-ee. 

Fun Facts: This is a great bird to have at your feeder. With a little 
patience they can be taught to eat seed right from your hand! They 
like to eat sunflower seeds, nuts and suet.  
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Description: The distinctive 
features are the overall blue 
coloration and crest on top of 
the head. Other things to look 
for are the white markings 
on the wings and tail with the 
greyish under parts and the 
black necklace.

Habitat: Oak and pine woods, mixed wood forests, suburban gardens 
and parks.

Call: The jay has many calls, the most common are a harsh slurring jay, 
jay, jay; a musical yo-ghurt.

Fun Facts: Another common feeder bird, this one has a bit of a repu-
tation. It is a larger more aggressive bird and will chase smaller birds 
away. Due to this behaviour some people don’t enjoy having this bird at 
their feeder. 



Downy Woodpecker

American Robin

Description: The distinctive features are 
the white stripe down the middle of the back 
along with the birds overall small size and 
small beak. It also has a black crown, and a 
checker board pattern on the wings. The males 
also have a red square on the back of the 
head. The picture is of a female which do not 
have the red patch.

Habitat: Deciduous woodlands, coniferous forests, parks, orchards, 
gardens and urban areas.

Call: The most common call is a sharp pick. It 
also gives a high, slightly descending and ac-
celerating whinny, kee-kee-kee-kee.

Fun Facts: On rare occasions the red patch on the back of the head 
in juveniles can actually be yellow. Also if you put out some suet near 
your feeder this is another bird that you can attract to your backyard.

↑
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Description: The distinctive fea-
tures are the brick-red breast and 
dark grey back. This bird also has a 
very yellow beak and clear white eye 
arcs.

Habitat: Woody or shrubby habitats with open areas, also found in 
urban and suburban areas, farmlands, and lawns.

Call: The most common call is cheer-
ily-cheery-cheerily-cheery. They also 
give shorter calls that sound like 
tyeep and tut-tut-tut. 

Fun Facts: These birds are most commonly seen on your lawn looking 
for their favourite food which is earthworms. 
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American Goldfinch

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird

↑↑
↑

Description: The distinctive features 
for the male are his overall yellow colora-
tion with black wings, tail and cap. There 
are also white wing bars and some white 
under the tail.

Habitat: Open woods, forest edges, 
weedy fields, roadsides, patches of thistles 
and riparian corridors.

Call: The most common call is per-chik-o-
ree or ti-dee-di-di. These calls are given 
mainly in flight.

Fun Facts: The female is not as brightly colored as the male. She 
can be a little trickier to identify. Where the male is bright yellow she 
tends to be a duller yellow-olive. If you want to get these fun little 
birds to your feeder you can use sunflower seeds or try thistle seeds.

Description: The distinctive features for 
the males are the bright red throat, green 
iridescent back and the forked tail. The fe-
male lacks the red throat and the tail tends 
to be blunt with white spots.

Habitat: Gardens, wood edges, near streams, and edges of bogs.

Call: Their wings in flight beat so fast they 
make a humming sound. The birds will also 
give twangy or nasal chips, which sound like 
chih or tchew when in flight or perched.

Fun Facts: These birds are easy to attract to your back yard. Pur-
chase a hummingbird feeder and fill it with sugar water. They prefer 
the color red so get a red feeder DO NOT dye the syrup. To make the 
syrup you need a mixture of 1 part sugar and 4 parts water. Boil it on 
the stove, let it cool and then put it in your feeder. Clean your feeder 
between fillings and you are ready.
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Song Sparrow

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird Mourning Dove

Description: The distinctive fea-
tures are the long, rounded tail with 
streaking on the breast that converg-
es into a central spot.

Habitat: Thickets, brushy areas, marshes, roadsides and gardens.

Call: The most common call is sweet-
sweet-sweet followed by a buzzy tow-
wee or sometimes a low nasal chimp 
call is given.

Fun Facts: This sparrow is probably the most widespread of all the 
sparrows. They like to visit feeders, so be sure to put out some sun-
flower seeds. These birds are also responsive to pishing. Pishing is a 
sound you can make that will sometimes attract birds. It makes them 
curious so they will come to see what it is all about. Go outside and give 
it a try and see which kinds of birds respond.
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Description: The distinctive 
features are the prominent black 
spots on the wings and lower back 
and the long pointed tail with bold 
white tips. They also have a black 
crescent just below the cheek and 
a blue eye ring.

Habitat: Farmlands, towns, open woods, scrub, roadsides and grass-
lands. They prefer open areas and tend to avoid thick forests.

Call: A mournful oowoo-woo-woo-
woo. At a distance only the last 
three woo’s are audible.

Fun Facts: These birds frequently feed on the ground so the best 
way to attract them to your feeder is to scatter seeds on the ground 
below your bird feeder. Another interesting fact is that their wings 
will make a fluttering whistle sound when they take off.
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American Crow

Yellow Warbler

Description: The distinctive 
features are the overall black col-
oration including the legs and beak. 
This bird is most commonly mistaken 
with the common raven but it is 
smaller in size, has a smaller beak 
and the tail is fan-shaped where the 
raven’s is wedge shaped. 

Habitat: Woodlands, farmland, agricultural fields, and river groves.

Call: The most common call is a loud 
caw or cah or kahr.

Fun Facts: Crows are actually a lot smarter than people give them 
credit for. They are able to learn how to speak and mimic other sounds. 
They are also one of the few birds that have learned how to make and 
use simple tools. For example they have been known to use a rock as a 
hammer or a stick to poke things.

↑
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Description: TThe distinctive features 
are the over all yellow coloration. This is 
the only warbler that is completely yellow. 
The male has rusty red breast streaks. 
The female is also completely yellow but 
not as bright and the breast streaks are 
either extremely faint or nonexistent. 

Habitat: Bushes, swamps and stream edges and gardens. Tends to like 
wetter, willow dominated areas.

Call: The most common call is husky tchip 
and the song is sweet-sweet-sweet-sweeter-
than-sweet.

Fun Facts: Yellow Warblers have an extraordinarily broad distribution 
for a warbler species and show great geographical variation. More than 
40 recognized subspecies form three general groups that range from 
the northern limits of shrubby habitat in Canada to northern South 
America.
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European Starling

White-Throated Sparrow
Description: The distinctive features in-
clude the white throat, the yellow eyebrows 
and the striping on the head. Most times the 
striping is black and white but there is a tan 
color phase which has brown and tan head 
stripes.

Habitat: Deciduous and evergreen wood-
lands, bogs, undergrowth, brush and gardens.

Call: The most common call is pure-sweet-
canada-canada-canada. They also give a 
short sharp pink or a lisping tseep.

Fun Facts: This bird prefers to stay on the ground, so the best way 
to attract it to your backyard is to spread some seeds on the ground 
around the bottom of your feeder. This will also attract other ground 
feeding birds along with squirrels.
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Description: Identification of this 
bird can be a little tricky as they 
change throughout the year. Right 
after they molt as shown here they 
have white speckling, which as the 
feathers wear, completely disappears 
leaving them mostly black. They are 
iridescent and can have a yellow beak.

Habitat: Urban and suburban areas, parks, feedlots, farmlands, fields 
and open country.

Call: The most common calls are a harsh tseeeer or a whistled whooee. 
They make a variety of other sounds and have been known to mimic 
other birds.

Fun Facts: All of the European Starlings found today in North Amer-
ica (and they number in the 200 million range) are descendants of ap-
proximately 100 birds introduced in New York City’s Central Park in the 
early 1890s. A society dedicated to introducing into America all of the 
birds mentioned in the works of Shakespeare set these birds free.
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Other Common New Brunswick Birds
Sparrows
White-throated Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
American Tree Sparrow

Woodpeckers
Hairy Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Yellow Bellied Sapsucker
Northern Flicker

Raptors
Turkey Vulture
Bald Eagle
Osprey
Red-tailed Hawk
Northern Harrier
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Great Horned Owl
Snowy Owl
Barred Owl

Swallows
Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn Swallow

Water Birds
Mallard Duck
Black Duck
American Wigeon
Wood Duck
Gadwell
Green-winged Teal
Canada Goose
Great Blue Heron
Herring Gull
Great Black-backed Gull 
Ring-billed Gull
Common Eider

Warblers
Yellow Warbler
American Red Start
Black-throated Blue Warbler
Northern Parula
Common Yellow Throat
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Magnolia Warbler
Black and White Warbler
Black-throated Green Warbler

Other Birds
Dark-eyed Junco
Snow Bunting
Bobolink
Cedar Waxwing
Cardinal 
White-winged crossbill
Common redpoll
Evening Grosbeak
Red-winged black bird
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Belted Kingfisher
Gray Catbird
Ruffed Grouse
Pigeon
Whip-poor-will
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-Breasted Nuthatch
Wood Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Red-eyed Vireo

Here is your very own check list. Check 
these birds off as you spot them.
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