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OPEN LETTER       

The Honourable Brian Gallant, M.L.A., 
Premier of New Brunswick 
Centennial Building 
PO Box 6000 
Fredericton NB E3B 5H1 
 

Dear Premier Gallant; 

The Crown forest management file, one of many files that your government will have to 
address, is among the most contentious and urgent. There has been an outspoken response 
from the research community, scientists, the public, and environmental organizations 
across the province.  

The new forest strategy that was announced on March 12—and which the previous 
government started to implement in February through a secretive deal—is a precedent-
setting change to previous forest management policies. This strategy endangers forest 
habitats, and with it, wildlife and flora associated with the health of the forest ecosystems 
in our province at a time when we already see an alarming decline in species worldwide. 
The 21 per cent increase in wood supply allocated to the forest industry through this 
strategy runs counter to all previous policies that set goals and objectives for biodiversity 
conservation in the province. 

Nature NB, a provincial nature conservation organization representing over 1000 
naturalists, with programs ranging from species-at-risk protection and education to youth 
education programs and citizen science projects, continues to be concerned about this ill-
advised strategy and the secretive, anti-democratic process by which it was developed.  

We trust that you will re-consider the strategy and open renewed dialog with scientists, 
environmental organizations, and New Brunswickers on important matters of 
employment alternatives with much higher job-creation results, maintenance of 
biodiversity, and innovative uses of our forest resources. It is clear that New 
Brunswickers want a voice in how our Crown lands are managed.  

 



You and your government now have an opportunity to set the tone of your mandate as 
one of transparency, that respects the opinions of New Brunswick scientists and the 
public, and that embraces innovative ways to responsibly manage our forests and create 
employment through the responsible use of our forest resources.  

We are hand-delivering the recent special edition of our provincial magazine, the NB 
Naturalist, to you and your cabinet ministers. In this issue, scientists and other informed 
New Brunswickers are clear: to increase wood supply from Crown lands by 21 per cent is 
not possible without placing species and habitats at risk. Scientists have consistently 
stated: this additional supply cannot be provided unless you let industry destroy habitat 
that has been identified as key to the health of the province’s biodiversity!  

We look forward to your review of the strategy. We are ready, and very willing, to work 
with you to develop an alternate strategy that works for everyone—one which includes 
the species and habitats that will survive only through thoughtful management of our 
forest resources, a process based on the best available science.   

Sincerely 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

Sabine Dietz 
President, Nature NB 
(506) 459-4209 
info@naturenb.ca 
 
 

 


