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President’s Report  
 
 2012 was another good year for Nature NB, with many highlights. Saint John 
Naturalists and the New Brunswick Museum hosted a wonderful Festival of Nature in June 
at the Church of the Good Sheppard with a very unique banquet held in the Hall of Great 
Whales at the Museum at Market Square.   
 Financially we did not receive as much funding in 2012 as hoped for, but a $10,000 
dollar donation from the Harold Crabtree Foundation at the end of the year, along with the 
careful fiscal management of Vanessa Roy-McDougall, allowed us to finish the year in the 
black. 
 The board, staff and executive have been at work. During the year four board meetings 
were held (in Fredericton), plus the Annual General Meeting [AGM] (in Saint John). As is 
normal and healthy for any organizations, we had changes in the board with five board 
members step down (Norm Belliveau, Peter Wilshaw, Bob Blake, Roy LaPointe, Pierrette 
Mercier) and we welcomed some new members Dianne McFarlane (Kennebecasis Naturalist 
Society) and Leonel Richard (Miramichi Naturalists’ Club). The Executive changed as our 
treasurer, Peter Wilshaw stepped down and Sabine Dietz took up the position. Sabine 
stepped down as chief editor which Paul Mansz, our secretary, was willing to take on. Four 
issues of the NB Naturalist were produced under the watchful eye of Paul Mansz (Chief 
Editor), and aided by Joel Butler (Layout Editor) and Janet MacMillan (Distributor). The 
effort of these volunteers and others who supply photographs, translations or editing skills, 
is considerable. Many thanks for a job well done. 
 In the fall of 2011, Ruth Rogers (Fredericton Nature Club) joined the board of the 
New Brunswick Wildlife Council and will represent all naturalists on that board for the next 
three years. This position, while being an honour and is very rewarding, involves a lot of 
hard work, and we thank Ruth for doing this on our behalf. 
 The discussion of board restructuring that was mentioned at last year’s Festival of 
Nature, has been a part of every board meeting during the year and continues to develop. It 
is hoped that by next year (2014), the board will have something definitive to present to the 
AGM.    
 Nature NB has continued to play an active part in the wetland stakeholders meetings, 
but very little has been decided by the government at this point, and the issue is regrettably 
still permitting unregulated wetlands to be developed; a sad statement for New Brunswick.  
 In September, Nature NB sponsored its first birding competition, which was a success. 
The Amazing Bird Challenge (ABC) will be run again in 2013. Register before 23 August, 
then choose any 24 hour period in September to go birding either as a team or individually, 
recording all birds sighted or heard. Check the Nature NB web page for details.  
 Under the able guidance of Ruth Rogers, the policies of Nature NB have been 
methodically reviewed, with more work to do, but showing great progress. As well, all of 
our committees have written Terms of Reference, which puts us in a good position for future 
action.  
 The board formed an Issues Committee to help research various environmental 
situations that arise. With many issues, a quick response is often requested by government or 
the media, which is difficult for a group such as Nature NB that has a great diversity 
amongst its members. It is hoped that the Issues Committee will help to speed up our 
response.  
 A Green policy was presented, discussed and approved to help Nature NB and its 
projects have a low environmental impact.  
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 A survey of the board’s effectiveness was undertaken, resulting in the awareness that 
we are not perfect and there are areas where improvement is needed. Not surprisingly one of 
them was communication, between board and executive, between board and staff.  
Volunteer organizations have to strike a delicate balance between having active board 
members, while being conscience of not asking too much of such dedicated volunteers.  
 Our website has been updated, but we recognize that we need to improve our 
attentiveness to it, as well as other social media such as Facebook and Twitter. This concern 
was brought to the front at the retreat weekend in March 2013, and will likely be an ongoing 
project.  
 In September we heard the exciting news that Vanessa would be expecting another 
baby in April, and that she wished to return to Nature NB after 1 year maternity leave. By 
the end of November we had selected Danielle Smith (our then Program manager) as our 
interim Executive Director. [The Roy-McDougall family now includes Olivia McDougall, 
born 22nd of May 2013. Mother and baby are doing well.]  
 It has been a pleasure to serve as Nature NB’s president for 4 years and I want to thank 
all those who have served with me. Nature NB is very much a group effort and I am so 
thankful that we have such talented, dedicated folks on the board, executive and staff. 
 
Gart Bishop 
President/Président  
 

Members	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors	  and	  Staff	  

Board	  of	  Directors	  	  
Jim Goltz, Fredericton, honorary president 
Gart Bishop, Sussex, president 
Brigitte Noel, Cambridge-Narrows, vice president 
Roland Chiasson, Sackville, past president 
Paul Mansz, Saint John, secretary; chief editor, NB Naturalist  
Peter Wilshaw, Quispamsis, treasurer; replaced by Sabine Dietz, June 2012 
Sabine Dietz, Sackville, treasurer, chief editor, NB Naturalist, replaced by Paul Mansz June 
2012 
Lewnanny Richardson, Péninsule acadienne 
Roy LaPointe, Madawaska     Ruth Rogers, Fredericton 
Ron Arsenault, Memramcook     Roger LeBlanc, Dieppe 
Leonel Richard, Miramichi     Jim Wilson, Quispamsis 
Gilles Bourque, Moncton     Dianne McFarlane, Sussex 
Andrew Macfarlane, Sackville    Bob Blake, Moncton 
Pierrette Mercier, Québec     Norm Belliveau, Dieppe 
 

Staff	  	  
Vanessa Roy-McDougall, executive director  Summer staff: 
Danielle Smith, programs manager    Emilie Berger 
Lewnanny Richardson, SAR director   Richelle Martin 
Nathalie Paulin, biologist     Lydia Comeau 
         Catherine Laplante 
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Report on Activities 
Summer	  Youth	  Nature	  Camps	  
 In 2012 we continued to offer our overnight St. Andrews Camp in which 21 youth 
from around New Brunswick joined Nature NB to become Biodiversity Detectives as part of 
the Summer Youth Nature Camps. The goal of each week of camp was to teach participating 
youth various aspects of biodiversity, from birds to insects, while also encouraging them to 
explore the natural world independently. An emphasis was placed on making links between 
species and ecosystems and campers were challenged throughout the week to use the 
knowledge they gained to solve fun mysteries. A total of 3 campers received subsidies to 
attend a week of camp thanks to generous donations from the Mansz-McKerral Family and 
Celebration of Birds.  
 In addition to the weeklong camp we also developed a new initiative to provide 
educational outreach to other organizations through the Nature Outreach Program. The goal 
of the Nature Outreach was to partner with other youth organizations (such as the 
Fredericton Boys and Girls Club and Mactaquac Provincial Park) to offer nature education 
programs to youth who are not typically exposed to these types of experiences. Through the 
Nature Outreach Program we managed to reach 51 children through the Boys and Girls club 
camps and delivered 15 presentations throughout the summer. This two-pronged approach to 
our nature education allowed us to reach a wide cross-section of youth while nurturing a 
new appreciation for our natural heritage and a respect for the role youth can play in 
protecting it.  

Nature	  Education	  &	  Young	  Naturalist	  Clubs	  
 Nature NB`s Young Naturalist Club has experienced amazing growth in 2012. Only 
two groups this year decided to stop participating (Gunnigsville and St. Stephen). In 2012, 
we had 5 active groups in New Brunswick. These clubs met once a month and most, if not 
all presentations dealt with biodiversity at some level. Nature NB was very active in 
promoting our quality resources through school and community presentations and outreach. 
In 2012, we delivered 37 nature presentation, reaching over 1000 youth. We also 
participated in numerous events such as: Amazetorium, FredKid Fair, Winterfest 2012, and 
several of the Science East Environmental Fairs. 
 In 2012, Nature NB aimed to continue promoting our biodiversity education program 
throughout all of our nature education initiatives. New this year, we aimed to offer youth 
(ages 6 to 12) the opportunity to participate in an action-based conservation initiative by 
working with the community in creating conservation spaces. These spaces included a 
butterfly garden, birdhouses and bat houses. Youth played an active role in the planning and 
implementation of each space and worked closely with knowledgeable naturalists to 
understand the importance of these spaces. Interpretative signs included at all spaces 
informed the public on the importance of each space. In addition, Nature NB created a green 
guide that will help engage youth in the long-term through educational activities and at 
home projects. At each of these sites we also hosted a community day when children and 
adults from the community could participate in the creations of the garden and installation of 
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the habitat structures. During the community day we also asked other organizations to 
participate and share their knowledge of different stewardship activities (buy local, 
composting, wetland conservation and biodiversity). This activity both increased 
biodiversity in an urban/suburban setting by creating new habitat and also fostered a new 
generation of environmentally responsible citizens. The ultimate goal of Nature Champions 
is to reach beyond public school curricula and to provide opportunities for youth to develop 
awareness of NB’s biodiversity, and issues related to biodiversity conservation and 
stewardship.  

Biodiversity	  Stewardship	  
 The purpose of this program is to engage New Brunswickers in biodiversity 
conservation measured by building on Nature NB’s strong naturalists community, as well as 
engaging and training a network of volunteers (stewards) to monitor ecologically significant 
and provincially protected areas (ESA’s – Ecologically Significant Areas; IBA’s – Important 
Bird Areas; PNA’s – Protected Natural Areas). 
 In 2012, we assembled a team of knowledgeable individuals to assess and update the 
ESA’s data. Nature NB offered honorariums and mileage to selected experienced volunteers. 
The volunteer opportunity was advertised through our network of volunteers. It became 
clear that numerous sites were being monitored by other agencies/NGOs and would not 
necessarily need onsite visits to be assessed. Nature NB therefore approached several groups 
(Nature Conservancy and the Nature Trust of NB) to review sites within their mandate. A 
total of 80 assessments were completed. Several sites no longer fit the criteria and will be 
removed from the database. Several sites have changed significantly and their habitat 
descriptions and criteria will be updated to reflect these changes.  
 In 2012, we also received funding from Nature Canada to coordinate the volunteer 
engagement and monitoring of Important Bird Areas in the province. We have undertaken 
10 presentations (reaching approx. 300 people). Our volunteers informally visited four 
IBA’s.  
Biodiversity Stewardship Web Portal: www.naturenb.ca/biodiversity.html  

Species	  at	  Risk	  Program	  
 Nature NB’s Species at Risk program was very actively protecting coastal areas and 
educating the public. As in previous years, work focused on the protection of Piping Plovers 
and their habitat, the Chimney Swift, coastal bird 
colonies and the Gulf of St. Lawrence Aster in the 
Acadian Peninsula. Interpretative signs about dune 
protection that have proven to be very useful were re-
printed, volunteer kits were developed, swift roosting 
sites in northeastern NB were surveyed, and a new swift 
roost in the Paquetville area was constructed. 
 The town of Tracadie-Sheila participated in a 
campaign to promote their coastal areas and their 
importance in the region, a project that was well received 
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in the community. 6 interpretive panels were placed in three different locations in the town. 
Already, people perceive the role of the barrier beaches differently. Education programs 
were continued in communities and schools. A total of 63 presentations were given, and 
2878 youth were contacted. In addition, 6360 brochures on Piping Plover habitat protection 
were distributed to households and businesses in the Greater Tracadie area.  
 The field season went well with two staff hired for fieldwork, the same students that 
were employed in 2011, which helped considerably. 140 inventories were undertaken, and 
31 beaches visited. With our staff and help from the Canadian Wildlife Service, we were 
able to determine that 34 Piping Plover pairs and 2 individuals were using the beaches of the 
Acadian Peninsula in 2012. Of those pairs, 27 on 11 beaches were monitored during the 
season, and they fledged 56 young plovers, giving a fledging success of 2.07 young per pair. 
6 of those 27 pairs were directly protected on 3 beaches with a high disturbance risk through 
closures around the nesting areas. On 7 beaches, where 19 pairs nested, interpretive panels 
were installed. 
 
 
   
  
 
 

Other	  activities	  
First Annual Nature NB Amazing Bird Count 
 Nature NB launched the first annual Nature NB 2012 Amazing Bird Count. This event 
took place the first 2 weeks of September and was a great opportunity to support Nature NB 
programs while having some birding fun! We had 6 groups/ individuals participate last year 
with Team Fall Out coming out as the winners with 106 identified birds. We also opened up 
this activity to our young naturalist clubs with the winning group received a pizza party. 
Three clubs participated and our Moncton group came out as the winners identifying 18 
species of birds. 
 

ENews 
 Throughout the last year, Nature NB has been sending out the monthly Nature NB 
ENews. This monthly electronic newsletter has allowed us to share current events and news 
with our members and supporters in a timelier manner. We encourage local clubs to submit 
their monthly meeting information. 

NB	  Naturalist	  
 The NB Naturalist is Nature NB’s magazine, publishing articles and reports pertaining 
to the natural history of New Brunswick. Articles are invited in either English or French, and 
published in the language in which they are received. Four issues of the magazine were 
published in 2012. 

	   	  

 Counting window Year-end 
 2012 2011 2010 2012 2011 2010 

Pairs 20 41 40 34 41 46 
Individuals 7 15 10 2 1 0 
Total PIPL  47 97 90 70 83 92 
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Financial	  Report	  
	  

Nature NB (NBFN FNNB) 
  

 
Balance Sheet/ bilan : 31/12/2012 2012 

 
 2011  

ASSET/ actifs 
  

   
Current Assets/ actifs circulants 

  
   

York Credit Union Shares Non Profit/ part sociale 5.00  
 

 5.00   
York Credit Union/ compte de chèques 48,104.20  

 

 25,538.65   
60 Day Investment York Credit Union/ Épargnes 0.00  

 

 26,874.51  
30 Day Investment York Credit Union/ Épargnes 0.00  

 

 0.00   
Investment Bond Beater/ Épargne 0.00   40,800  
GIC One Year/ Épargne 69,211.63  

 

 0.00  
Total Cash/ Encaisse 

 
117,320.83    93,218.16  

Accounts Receivable/ Comptes clients 31,248.05  
 

 46,970.63   
HST 50% Rebate Receivable/ TPS recouvrable 2,633.55  

 

 3,894.61   
Total Receivable/ Total à recevoir 

 
33,881.60    50,865.24  

Prepaid Expenses/ dépenses prépayées 
 

1,500.00    0.00  
Total Current Assets/ Total actif circulant 

 
152,702.43    144,083.40 

	     
   

TOTAL ASSET/ Total actif 
 

152,702.43    144,083.40 

	     

   
LIABILITY/ Passif 

  
   

Current Liabilities/ passif exigible 
  

   
Accounts Payable/ comptes créditeurs 

 
898.54    5,626.16 

Salaries Payable/ salaires à payer 
 

0.00    0.00  
EI Payable/ A-C payable 0.00  

 

 114.17   
CPP Payable/ RPS payable 0.00  

 

 211.30   
Federal Income Tax Payable/ Impôt exigible 0.00  

 

 214.39   
Total Receiver General/ Rec. Général à payer 

 
0.00    539.86  

WCB Payable/ travail sécuritaire à payer 
 

174.64    224.14  
Prepaid membership/ cotisations prépayées 

 
1,267.50    2.027.50  

Deferred Revenue/ revenues différées 
 

20,600.14    16,301.57  
Total Current liabilities/ passifs exigibles circulants 

 
22,940.82    24,719.57  

	     
   

TOTAL LIABILITY/ Total des passifs exigibles  
 

22,940.82    24,719.23  

	     
   

EQUITY/ Équité 
  

   
Retained Earnings/ recettes 

  
   

Retained Earnings - Previous Year/ recettes l'année 
précédente 

 
119,100.17  

 
 93,940.26  

Current Earnings/ recettes courantes 
 

10,661.44    25,423.91  
Total Retained Earnings/ total des recettes 

 
129,761.61    119,364.17  

	     
   

TOTAL EQUITY/ Total équité 
 

129,761.61    119,364.17  

	     
   

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY/ passifs et équité 
 

152,702.43    144,083.40  

	     

 



	  

	   9	  

Programs/ programmes 
Revenues & Expenses 
Recettes et dépenses 
 
01/01/2012 to/ au 
31/12/2012 

 Summer 
Camps/ 
camp 
d'été  

 Young 
Naturalists 
Club/ club 
de jeunes 

naturalistes  

 Species 
at Risk/ 
Espèces 
en péril  

 General 
Projects/ 
projets-

généraux  

 Member 
Services/ 
services 

aux 
membres  

 
Biodiversity/ 
biodiversité   Total  

REVENUE/ RECETTES 
	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  	  
Federal government/ gouvernement 
fédéral  3,903.00   -     73,276.27   -     -     6,865.35   84,044.62  
Provincial Government/ gouvernement 
provincial  9,960.00   12,960.89   13,254.06   19,873.84   -     29,033.49   85,082.28  
Other non-government organizations/ 
organisme non-gouvernementaux  2,564.10   619.34   5,926.45   2,264.43   -     -     11,374.32  
Ville Tracadie-Sheila  -     -     4,724.00   -     -     -     4,724.00  
NB Naturalist Advertising/ ventes des 
publicités  -     -     -     -     30.00   -     30.00  
Memberships Nature NB & YNC/ 
cotisations  -     577.40   -     -     6,905.50   -     7,482.90  
Donations - Programs/ dons aux 
programmes  475.00   394.41   240.00   215.00   13,700.56   -     15,024.97  
Donations - Scholarship Fund/ dons, 
fond de scolarité  -     -     -     -     170.00   -     170.00  
AGM Revenue/ revenues AGA  -     -     -     -     1,012.14   -     1,012.14  
Registrations/ inscriptions  10,160.00   -     -     80.00   -     -     10,240.00  
Other/ autres  -     362.39   (68.97)  -     773.08   -     1,066.50  
Interest Earned/ intérêt  -     -     -     -     721.12   -     721.12  
TOTAL REVENUE/ Total des recettes  27,062.10   14,914.43   97,351.81   22,433.27   23,312.40   35,898.84   220,972.85  

	  
	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  

EXPENSE/ DÉPENSES 	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  

Payroll Expense/ masse salariale  9,697.62   10,450.49   74,538.99   18,046.19   4,719.32   28,965.96   146,418.57  
Professional Contracts, Accounting/ 
contrats, comptabilité  1,170.77   -     2,928.75   266.26   3,120.79   -     7,486.57  
Translation/ traduction  -     -     -     -     817.15   -     817.15  
Advertising & Promotion/ publicité  350.00   18.85   35.00   -     400.45   -     804.30  
Camp Fees/ frais - camps d'été  13,158.59   -     -     -     -     -     13,158.59  
Seminars & Workshops/ ateliers  220.00   194.15   -     266.00   230.00   -     910.15  
Project Support/ appuie aux projets  -     -     -     -     1,110.00   2,450.00   3,560.00  
Memberships & Subscriptions/ 
cotisations & abonnements  159.75   -     100.00   -     -     213.00   472.75  
Travel & Lodging/ voyages & 
hébergement  549.01   927.12   6,481.54   2,014.06   146.51   1,315.75   11,433.99  
Office Supplies & Postage/ fournitures 
de bureau & poste  42.00   83.51   1,749.76   37.55   713.99   23.74   2,650.55  
Materials & Supplies/ matériaux et 
fournitures  1,053.83   1,379.22   1,006.49   804.01   10.65   235.98   4,490.18  
Printing/ impression  -     1,545.54   3,876.66   -     775.18   3.83   6,201.21  
Rent/ loyer  -     -     3,300.00   -     1,597.55   2,236.57   7,134.12  
Telephone & Internet/ téléphone & 
Internet  484.48   14.00   1,587.35   408.22   42.00   266.84   2,802.89  
Bank Service Charges/ frais banque  -     -     -     -     5.00   187.17   192.17  
Equipment & Equipment Maintenance/ 
équipement et entretien d'équipement  -     -     1,266.02   62.20   450.00   -     1,778.22  
TOTAL EXPENSE/ Total des dépenses  26,886.05   14,612.88   96,870.56   21,904.49   14,138.59   35,898.84   210,311.41  

	  
	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	   	  	  

NET INCOME/ Bénéfice net  176.05   301.55   481.25   528.78   9,173.81   -     10,661.44  
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Funders	  and	  Donors	  
	  
Thank	  you	  to	  all	  the	  agencies	  and	  individuals	  who	  provided	  support	  for	  our	  activities	  
and	  programs	  in	  2012:	  
	  
Funding Agencies: 
NB Environmental Trust Fund    NB Wildlife Trust Fund 
Environment Canada     Parks Canada 
Ville de Tracadie-Sheila     NB Tourism & Parks 
Association francophone des municipalités du N.-B. Nature Canada 
Public Works & Government Services Canada  Bird Studies Canada 
Canadian Wildlife Federation    Service Canada 
 
Donors: 
Harold Crabtree Foundation 
Celebration of Birds 
TD – Friends of the Environment Foundation 
Club de naturalistes de la Péninsule acadienne 
Jim & Mary Alexander 
Becky Whittam & Sean, Evelyn, Eric, Blaney 
Dr. Jan Bonga 
Dawn Bremner 
Emily Nelson & Joel Butler 
Colleen & Robin Chaplin 
Ann Chudleigh 
Warren Coleman 
Vicki Gustafson & David Dekoeyer 
Don & Judy Stockdale Dow 
Lucy J. Dyer 
Jane Aikman & John Foster 
Don Gibson 
Jim Goltz 
Harry Scarth  
Michael Hartery 
Ruth & Donald Hattie 
Mary Hawkins 
Kathleen Howard 
Shirley Hunt 
Douglas Jackson 
Charlotte & Roy LaPointe 
Irene LeBlanc 
Dr. Henry Litz 
Gillian Malins & Frank Longstaff 
Mike Lushington 

Gerald & Sandra MacGarvie 
Jane MacLeod Mann 
Pattie McKerral & Paul Mansz 
Pierrette Mercier 
David Myles 
Adrienne O'Proxy 
Marguerite Patterson 
Donald Pellerin 
Janet Phillipps 
Mary Pugh 
Colin & Barb Pyette 
Claude Richard 
Mark Roberts 
Ruth Rogers 
Denise Roy 
Carolyn & Hank Scarth 
Shirley Sharpe 
Peter D. Smith 
Gisèle Thibodeau 
Tom Tims 
Glenda & Steven Turner 
Elizabeth & James Venart 
Murray & Jane Watters 
Alma White 
Jan & Peter Wilshaw 
Jean & Jim Wilson 
Ajo Wissink 
Ambir  
Nashwaak Valley School 

 
 
 

 
 

	  


